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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
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i 


Office Memorandum • united stages government 


DATE: 8/11/55 


* ' 

i 

6/29/55, ;NT, ^ 


10, and first 

paragraph, page 11 of referenced NY report. 

Please be advised that the first paragraph on page 11, 
as it appears in the NY copies reads, "On May 25, 19^ I I 

wrote to W.A.ROSE, 71 Ridge Road, Rutherford, New Jersey, 
regarding the sale of Mexican twine." This information describes 
the notation referred to in the last paragraph, page 10. 

Concerning the blank portion of page 10, information 
deemed superfluous subsequent to transcription of the report was 
deleted from the stencil prior to mimeographing. The report is 
correct in its present form. 


TO 


FROM 

v* 

SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 

SAC, N^i«- York 

GEORGE“KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Rerep of SaT 

Bulat, 8/2/55. L 


(65-62911) 

(65-16756) 


Rebulet concerning last paragraph. 
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Form No. 1 

This CASE ORIGINATED AT NEWT YORK 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

G 



ch 

_,_.__ . . 

OATE WHEN 
MADE 

8/2 R./55 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MAOE 

8 / 11,15 17 1 

.18/55 * 7 . 

REPORT MADE BY 

t . 

REFilrl 

r,TUe / 

GEORGE 1 KOVAL 

i 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


licago, Illinois, 

L Park Forest;" Illinois, 

were unaoxe to rurnish any information concerning GEORGS 
KOVAL. 


AGENCY 
F5.d FFC’O 




DETAILSs 


i if. 


[ 


On August 11, 1955, [ 


]Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, advised SA[ 


1 


that he was a former member of the Special Engineers Detach¬ 
ment at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He stated that he could not 
furnish any information concerning GEORGE KOVAL because he 
could not remember anyone by that name. 


1 


It/ 


[ 


On August 15, 1955,[ 


I Park Forest, Illinois, advised SA \_ 


1 


that he was a Sergeant of the Special Engineers Detachment 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, but could not furnish any informa¬ 
tion on GEORGE KOVAL due to the fact that he could not recall 
or remember such name. 


i a) 


/ 


The files of the Chicago Office failed to reflect any 
information identifiable with GEORGE KOVAL. 

ivz:r.- . 5/3 0 1 •: ■ 

.- ' 


- RUG - 



Special agent 
w Charck 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

$ - Bureau (65-62911) (Hegisl; 
3 - New York (65-16756 (Reg:| 
1 - Chicago (65-*+oM?) 


r><. 
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REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED 0UTS10E OF 

ir U. S. GOVERNMENT PBINTJW& OFFICE : 1982—0-210616 Id—5#255“3 
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Report of SAl 
1955, at Knoxville, 


REFERENCE 


dated July 15, 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


2 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Metmrandum • 



i A 

NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM N^SAC, BALTIMORE (65-2384) 


/0 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

v- 


DATE: 8/30/55 


subject: GEORGE-'KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 
00 - New York 


- Re New York letter to the Director, 5/27/55. 


/jBa It lino re 


Confidential Source 


Q< 


se[ 


I on 

57 ^ 1 , 


b2 

b7C 

b7D 


_ dvised 

8 / 26/55 that subject applied for an account number on 1/16 
at which time he resided at 3470 Cannon Place, New York, N.Y. 

His application reflects that he w#s born 12/25/13 at Sioux City, 
Iowa, to ABRAHAM-fcoVAL and ETHEVSHENITSKli^ , 

Wages were reported for the subject for the years 1941 and 1942, 
and for the quarter ended 3/43 by the Raven Electric Company, Inc., 
11 West 25 th St., New York, N.Y. The only other employment was 
for the quarter ended 12/46 when his wages were reported by 
JANE KRAMER and MILTON KRAMER, Medical Salvage Company, 

217 East 23rd Street, New York, N.Y. -RUC- 


JRC:FAS 
REGIS. MAIL 

CC: NEW YORK ( 65 - 16756 ) 



V 


;l. S?36Y^/W l - 

cQ-K) • - - - - 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


4 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DIRECTOR, RBI 

SAC, BOSTON 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


(65-62911) 
(65-3981) 


DATE: Aug. 31, 19 55 



Reference ia made to report of SA | ^ dated 

June 29, 1955 at New York, requesting Boston to check faculty 
records for the period 1945 to the present at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology regarding identifying data of pro¬ 
fessors of Electrical Engineering who have a surname of 
Slavic or Russian derivation. 


l of Electrical Engineering 

Headouarters. Room k-202. Massachusett s Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, who has been | | of.the 

Electrical Engineering Division for several years and who is 
well acquainted with the professors in the School of Electrical 
Engineering, is presently on vacation a nd will not retur n to 
Cambridge until September 6 or 7, 1955* I ~\ has 

been cooperative with the Boston Office in the past and 
immediately upon her return from vacation will be contacted for 
information concerning professors of Electrical Engineering 
who have surnames of Slavic or Russian derivation and 
identifying data concerning these professors. 

A review of the 1945 - 1955 M.I.T. Catalogues lists the follow¬ 
ing professors possibly of Slavic or Russian derivation: 



S JL:pTb 

Registered Mail 
cc: New York, RM 


RECORDED-®? 


®' ©He 

(65-16756) 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 



UNITED STATES^BIS^MERICA 

American Sabassy 
Paris 8, France 


Date: August 31* 1955 



To: 


From: 


Subj act: 


Director, FBI (65-62911) 

Legat, Paris (65-335) 

( 

GJORGS KOVAL 
OSPIONAGS - R 


ReBulet 6/13/55. 


On 8/31/55 f | advised that their inquiriesare 

tinuing, but that no information is presently available 


jJS, 

_Jad 


3 


ViTBiGL 




6 ,, 

7 SEP 7 1955 
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FORM NO. M 
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Office Memorandum » united states government 

:y*oa 


TO 
FROM 


Director, FBI C * * ' 11 ^ 

Att: FBI Laboratory 


DATE. 8 /l 8 / 5 f? 


^SAC^^g York ( 65 - 16756 ) 


SUBJECT: GEORGE KDVAL 
HSP-R 

Enclosed to the FBI Laboratory are tno photographs consisting of the 
following: 




t Item #1: A photograph reflecting the subject's signature as it appears 

’ on a Selective Service Form exc cuted by him on 3/19/41 • 


* Item i"2: A photograph reflecting five samples of the subject's 

signature as obtained from several Selective Service Forms executed by him 
. during 1942. It i^noted thab the fourth signature was signed for the subject 
\ by a Selective SefBPce Offical identified on the Selective Service Form by the 
initial lit L. * 

It is requested that the known samples of the subject's signature 
be compared with the signatures of kno7n espionage agents presently on file 
at the laboratory. 

* 

The following brief suTaary of the investigation concerning the / 

subject is noted: ' 

/ 

Investigation concerning the subject has established that during 1942 . 


he rrs emolsved with the Haven IILectric Company. Her/ York. New Yor! 


£ 


code name! 


J During 1945 he was employed in the health and physics 


m 

jA 

kk 

i 'k’ 

‘ fb7( 


Department; of the nanhattan Project, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where he had arsess 
to r" torial thet could have varied from "unclassified” to in 

19ii8, rhile allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading Corporation, New York City, 
83 a "commissioned representative," he was issued a passport for travel to*- ' 
various European countries, which included Poland. On 10/6/43* he departed 
the united States aboard the "SS America" destined for Le Havre, France. His 
whereabouts since that period are unknown. Available background data developed 
in Sioux City, lour, reflects that KOVAL is a native born United States citizen 
of Polish derivation, who departed the United States in 1932 with his parents 
and brothers. He oossibly resided in Russia, or outside the United States, from 
1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was educated as an Electrical Engineer at the Univerb, 
ot Icr T a during 1929 to 1932, and received a Bachelor or Electrical Engineering 
Decree at the College of the City of Fer York. hcHEAE®® 

^ V-riFQ ~ * 

i&SSD* 


O 







letter to Director 
NY 65-16756 


The enclosed photographs need not be returned to the New York Office 
inasmuch as other copies are available. 
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LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


Jo . SAC, New York 


September 6, 1955 


R. GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 




Examination requested by 
Reference 

Examination requested 
Specimens 


l \ John Edgar Hoover, Director 


RECORDED -ST 


YOUR FILE NO 
Bl FILE NO 


New York 
Letter 8/18/55 v 
Document 


LAB NO 


* 

\\v 


<*s> 


65-16756 
65-62911" 
D-2101>03 DG' 



Kcl Two photographs containing six signatures of 
GEORGE KOV&L. (Your items 1 and 2) 


Result of Examination: 

Specimen Kcl was searched through the signature section 
of the National Security Pile but no identification was effected. 
Due to the nature of specimen Kcl, no additional search of this 
file was made at this time. Specimens are not being added to 
this file unless future developments warrant such action. 


Tolson _ 
Boardman . 

Nichols_ 

Belmont _ 

Harbo _ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons __ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Sizoo_ 


Bureau. 


Specimen Kcl is being retained in t^e files of the 


^j&l'ojLL-sz.&e 3 tao 


Winterrowd_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Miss Gan<}£_ 

fh ► k , 'Y ' r 
*' 

S’ 

n> 


\ 1 

\.\- 




H (L) 


\ —»T"; 

scp( 4 fOSL 1 
1 _ ^Hsf^krr.. 
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v 




Recorded. 

d/29/55 VL 


Be- GEORGS KOVAL 
ESP - R 


'EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA1 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




Laboratory Work Sheet 


NO LAB PILE 


65-62911* 
File § d-210403 D 

Lab. # 



Examination requested by: New York (65-16756) 

lo 

Date of reference communication: ^et. 6/S&/55 
Examination requested: Document 

Result of Examination: 


Date received: 


6/22/55 


Examination by:[" 


ZL 




H w 9?, 8 * 5 . 

Specimens submitted for examination 

Kcl Two photographs containing six signatures 

of GEORGE KOVAL. (Your items #1 and #2) 







Hi I^ed: 




Recorded 
3/29/55 VI* 




S3? • R 


(■Federal bureau of investigate^ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory York Sheet 


T2 L^3 9'ILE 


65-S29U 

File # ,>210433 - i 

Lab. # 


Examination requested by: ; ' or * c 

Date of reference communication: 3/SS/p? 


Examination requested: 
Result of Examination: 


DOClUGrifc 


Date received: 


0/22/55 


Examination by 


^ V> VY L 


29 AUG 1955 • 


Specimens submitted for examination 


5 cl Two photo ,v ytm containing cl^ taros 

SPECIMEN AHQlfrfo (TO SIGN ED BY BANK 


JJAiD 


E/ T -‘Jit 




Hetarn evidence 


1 £NCL 










\ D. number) (Tawa) (County} 


tid Above answers and That They Are Truk. 




(R«cktr*nV« 


>rtned and know that making or being a party to making any false statemen 
ible to punishment by fine and imprisonment, 

A. AA 



Address 


(MiMb) (Last) 

(Number end ffcreefor B. F,' X>. route) . 


(City or town) 


(County) 


HOI TO UBGISTKAVT 
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'DONOHUE 


SAC, NEWARK L 

DmcozGiu mi 


September % 1955 


FoSCTiL TaSmnx iufqxm^q 


Uo CCcu York oirtal dated August /IQ. 1995, 
setting forth information indicating that l 1 

whoso noao io mentioned in an espionage case* is not identical 
withthepotential security informant. 

Authority lc counted to continuo contacts with 
I to determine whether they can be 
developed os security informants. 

You should n&ko certain that they understand 
their cooporaticn is strictly voluntary and they cannot 
consider themselves Bureau employees if they do furnish 
information and assistance. 

Use caution in your contacts with them to b© 
certain they are not plants and otherwise follow 
instructions set out in Section 107 of the Manual of 
Instructions. 

Keep the Bureau advised by the submission of 
progress letters, the first of which should reach iho 
Bureau by December U, 1959* 


. NQ1E QN YELLOW: Newark let 7/27/55 furnished background data On the 

1^ I Who reside nea r th e Camp nf thfl Nature PrlAnrt.q rtf* Amm*lr»s| . 

unenpj.oyea ax tno presen t time. flurries reflected an individual hyf 
^the name of I I was involved in the case of "Ge orge 

O Kbya l, - Espionage, R" and until t.hi.q *ms cleared up, Newark was 
denied authority to develop I I as informa nta. Kinrn this 

matter has been resolved, there is no reason why cannot 

be developed as PSls. - J 


Tolson_ 

Board man_ 

Nichols__ 

Belmont _ -^JDDjDE (6) 

Sg °— cc: Bufile 6^62911 

Parsons_ y^y 

Rosen- y 

Tamm_ f y 

Sizoo- w 1 / 

arci— 63 SEP 161955 

Holloman_ 

Gandy _ 


SE P - 9 !956 | 

MAU-HO_^ 


>yy- 

Kol UK«L r O»:l>hU> 

78 SEP 14 1955 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 \ 


\ * 


Office Men, 3um • united A ^overnmenx 



Director, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, Pittsburgh (65-1657) 

o 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE: 9/U/55 


Rerep of 


j*[ 


2 Knoxville, 7/15/55* 


sister of[ 


I 


J advised SA L 


1 Sew ickley. Pa,, 
]on 9/12/55, 


that her brother no lbnger resided in Sewickley, Pa,j that he was a 
Captain in the JJ.S, Aray Engineers during World War II j that he was 
stationed at O ak Ridge. Tenru in approximately 1944-45; and that she 
believed he waa | k Lp the U.S, 

Arny who were stationed at the Oak Ridge, Tenn. (AEG) installation. 


[ 


]advised that her brother 


is an engineer in civilian life; that he is currently employed as a 
mechanical engineer wi th the Kelly-Springfi eld Tire Co,, Cumberland, Md,j 
and that he resides at | I Cumberland, 

There is attached a copy of rerep for the information and 
assistance of the Baltimore Office in connection with this matter. 


] 


'S 

7 


[ 


vA 

& 




Division in rerep, 
RUG. 

REGISTERED MAIL 


I 1 

f/ 


2 Baltimore (EM) (Enc.l) 

2 New York (65-16756) (Info) (RM) 


JRMjAAP 

(V 


f.r r, 

l 


^22 


/ 




RECORD ED-45 

f- '0EXED-45 

/; ■■ 

r d k . 





b7C 


J_t is requested that the Baltimore Office interview 
j in compliance with the lead set forth for the Pittsburgh 


• Si 
■Mi - 7 l:V ' 

J*Sp;, 

i: r. 

■ mpi 


H 




T St XSSlte&FORM tfc. 64 


fjjjice MenuMndum • united st5es'*government 


I— 

J®ES GO\ 


r *rr\ 





\ 


Director, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, New York (65-16756) 

t 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

00: New York 


DATE. 


9/16/55 


five copies of the 

report of SA | | in above captioned matter, 

dated as above, at New iork. 


The attached report sets forth brief background 
date o one firm- ncr~ I APWOT.D KRftMT SE 


members of the subject’s ASTP class at CCNY, who reportedly 
are in a position to furnish information regarding his past 
activities. 


The Bureau is requested to review its indices 
for each of the above mentioned individuals inasmuch as the 
NYO contemplates interviews with them. 


bl 




Ends 5 


WCGiLRB 



('■ 



fr-o. 



- MV * 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




FD-75S 

(&-10-68) 


THIS CASK ORIOJNATKD AT 


NEW* YORK 


mSPORT MADS AT 


NSW YORK 


GEORGE KOVAL 


as tssSfi- 

- 3Q/55 ■ ■ ■ - - ■ ■ - 

DJICLASSiF t ON. 


RSPOirr MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASK 


ESPIONAGE - R 


members of subjoct»3 ASTP class, CCIiY, 


ms true te 


ec^s ASTP cl ass, CCNY. Investigation to locate parents of 

ii»afIeohs their reported, residence of 1285 Morris 
Avenue, Bronx, NY, no nexistent* I I cousin of 

I , 1 advised latter raatdpa Queens Village r Jamaica, 

bon': Island, I7Y. I U5CG, NYC, advised no 

record for WILLIAM A, ROSE» | Brookhaven National 

Laboratory, advised l I employed, at University of 

California during X953« ELIZABETH BENTLEY advised photograph and 
background data-re subject is completely unfamiliar. 

- P - 


DETAILS; 


MEMBERS OP SUBJECT*S ARMY SPECIALIZED TRAINING 
PROGRAM CLASS, COLLEGE OF THE CITY OP NEW YORK 

The following background data regarding members of 


The loxiowing background data regarding members ox 
the subjects Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) class \ in 
attendance at the College of the City of New York (CCNY) from 
August 9# 1943 to July 29. 19k&. was made availabl e from the files 
of ti-irtt insHiuHnn hy l l of Admissions, to 

SA I I on August: 3. 19^: gtlarlftfe y CtAjUfyitt >4 

tww'nr :-?: ;!'•? >i^3E»Sr. ‘ > 

w. -■* t!i v i _...Ac •••••■ rr. -MIC 


DO NOT WRITS IN 





Bureau (65-62911) (RM) 
Boston (infoHRM) 
Knoxville. (65-553)(RM 
Pittsburgh (InfoJ(RM) 
San Francisco (RM) 


PROPERTY OF FBI—This[c 2 BfW«atf§Qy|Qrt andits contents are 
4 distributee Mirtsijle^C^ej^cj^Jo^hi 

*f 60OCT 5 I95S) ; - 


gU t K.v 


























NY 6£-l6756 


l 


Date of Birth 
Residence Address 

Array Serial No. 
Previous Education 


ARNOLD KRAHISH 

Date of Birth 
Residence Address 

Array Serial No. 
Previous Education 


Date of Birth 
Residence Address 
Array Serial .No. 
Previous Education 


Memphis y 

University of Tennessee, 

Knoxvilie, Tennessee 


June 6, 1923 

616 South Broadway, Denver, 
Colorado 
3731*2706 

University of Denver, 
Denver, Colorado 


3 hville, Tennessee 

Vanderbilt University, Nashville 
Tennessee 


Date of Birth 
Residence Address 

Army Serial No. 
Previous Education 


Street, Brooklyn, 


Brooklyn college, Brooklyn, New 
York 



Date of Birth 
Residence Address 


Army Serial No. 
Previous Education 


Queen College, Flushing, 
Island, Now York. 


Long 




€ 



__ Concerning! I ARNOLD XRAMISH, 

an&l_| tho following la notod: 

I L former member of the subjects 

ASTP class, CCNY. was interviewed on Ma y U, 1955by SAl I 

I I -Mvnn ^ Hanfr.ifH nri l " 

ARNOLD RRAMISH, ! I as stude nts at th at college 

vrtio had been friendly with the subject. I I stated 

that JJlAJilSH was working f or tho Atomic Ikiergy Commission (ALC), 
location unknown, and that I I were working 

for tho ADC at Oak Ridge, Tennossoo, 


Information furnished by I I 

Declassification B ranch. AI2C. Oak Rid fro . Tennessee, on 
July 8, 1955 to SA l reflected that 

ARNOLD jTlAMIGH was no longer employed with the ARC, but is 
prosontly employed as manager of tho Rosoarch Atomic Industry 
Forun, Incorporatad, 260 Madison Avenue, Now York City. 


Concerning[ 


tho following is noteoTF 


a.:t: 

51 
tha 


3fc 

lafT 


class. 


I formor member of tho subject’s 
was intorvTawud nn Ma? Ifl. IQfy by 

_ L and advised 

I were "closo 


acq.Uttinta.ncos" of the subject at CCNY during 1943-1944' 


REGARDING SUBJECT'S I NS® DC TORS AT THD 
COLIZCn OF TEEE GITSf OP NTAi YORK 


|_ Jaioctrioal nnsl nooring 

Dopru^fcijnb, CONY, advised SA f I on August 24 » 

1955* thifc a review of tho available files of tho ASTP of 
CCNY ref loots that the following Individuals instructed tho 
subject’s A3TP class during the period August 9# 1943 to 
July 29, 1944: 


b 




NY 65-16756 









Former [ 

of the Electrical Engineering 

Department, presently the 

|at CCNY. 



Presently assigned to the Electrical Engineering 
Department at CONY. 


Resides at I 1 3rooklyn, New 

York. Laboratory assistant, CCNY, presently on leave 
of absence until September, 195£« 


CCNY. 


[ 

CCNY. 


] Electrical Engineering Department, 


] Electrical engineering Department, 


b’7C 


The indices of the New York Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investi'atio n, as reviewed on August 26, 
1955. reflected no record fori I 

I I and 

no derogatory information regarding I I 


Regarding I I 

_ I I was interviewed by SA I ~l 

I I . on February 23, 1955, and advised that 

just prior to the subject's denarture from the United 

States the latter had beer datin g I _|1285 

Morris A venue. Bronx. New York. I I subsequently 

moved to I I Los Angeles. California. 


Investigation conducted by Special Agents of the 
Los An-eles Division at Los Angeles, California, during 
May, 1°55, re^l^cted the following: 



k 



NY 65-16756 


[ 


_] Los 

]of the apartment 


Angeles. ualli'ornla. _ _ _ 

court at | ~TTos Angeles. California 

advised he had no record of tenancy for I_ 


He recalled thatf 


had rented apartments from him during 1953 #and sometime 
durin r their residence legally changed their namj^, from 




A search of the Los An£.el>,s area directories, 
and Inquiries of those individuals in the area with the 
name I I failed to reflect 

any information regardin J 


A search of the Los Angeles area directories, 
arid a review of the indices of the Los Angeles Division 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation failed to refl ect 
any informati on which could he identified with | | 


On Mav 18. 1955. 1 ~ I was re¬ 
contacted by SA° I | ti m e he stated 

that the whereabouts of I I is presently 

unknown to him, but that he believes her parents may 
presently be residing at 1285 Morris Avenue, Bronx, New 
York. 


Investigation conducted in the vicinity of the 
1200 block of Morris Avenue, Bron:., New York, on August 3, 
1955, reflected no building address of 1285 Morris Avenue, 


The current telephone directories for the 
Borough of the Bronx, New York, a c reviewed on August 5, 


1955 , reflected 
the s urname 


the 


following 




listings for individuals with 




NY 65-16756 



Tivoli 2-3192, 


CYpr^ss Ii- 



irugt 26. 1955# I 1 

I Bronx. Mew York. and | I 

_| Bronx, advisod that 

I is union own to thorn* 


REGARDING I 

OP THE RAVEN EIECTRIC COMPANY 


FORMER EMPLOYEE 


Q who has furnished reliable information in 

available inform ation on Mav 9. 1955 . which 
reflected that on Juno 22, 1942 I I 

I 1 of tho T?av en Elen trio Oomnanv fREC). Newxork 

City, indicated that 

Brooklyn, New York, i for 

tho subject's position with tno JttEC. 

G-2, Department of tho United States Arms'-, 
during 19k iu made available tho follovrinp: inf ormation 
c on c Gipni ri££ BroolcXyrij 

New York: 

I " [ admitted attending Communist Party (C?) 

mootings from 1935 to 1939 and contributing small 3ums of 
money to the CP from 1935 to 1938, although ho denied that 
ho was over a meinbor of tho CP, 

r _to July 14, 1955, 1 1 

I_ I Coney Island, Brooklyn, New iork, an empioyoc 

of David an d David. 276 Korean Avenue , Brooklyn, Now York, 
advised SABI ~ ~~l th at he is a cousin of 

l former resident at I I 

Brooklyn, Now York, and present.resident ^of | 

Quo cn3 Village, Jamaica, liOng Island, Now Yorir: 


in partner ship witt 



— 6 — 




NT 65-1S7S& 


andl 

19?/ to 1950. 


] from November, 


r 


Upon observing a photograph of the subject 
Hstatod that tho s ubject is unknown to h im. Ho 
!a that his cousin.I 1 was 


rucallci _ 

c-i cloyed with the RT;C for sovoral years and assumed that 
tho latter would have some information concerning former 
employees of the RUC. 

Tho CP has boon designated by the Attorney 
General of tho United Ctatos pursuant to iJxocutivo Order 

| lQti^o- _ 1 

-1-has furnished reliable information in 

tho oas t, advised on October 26. 19ij.9. that I \ 

I I als o lmown as I ~l organized and 

was elec' 

New Tori 


3 ted | 

£ CityT 


bf tho RaC, Inc or por a tod. 
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- l l is the code name of an unidentified 

individual who emigrated from the Ukraine Russia to the 
United States sometime during the period 1900-1905* During 
the middle 1930’s, he was recruited by the Technical intel¬ 
ligence Unit of the General Staff of the Soviet Army. His 
principal targets in the United States were technical and 
political intelligence, although he came to be regarded as 
an organizational resident rather than as an operational 
one. 

RE GARDING WILLIAM A. ROSE. CON SULTANT ENG INEER, R3C. 

I I previously mentioned, made available informa¬ 
tion on May 9, 1955, that Contractual 

Electrical Engineer Consultant with the REC during July, 
1942* had information concerning the subject's employment 
with the REC. The informant advised that ROSE identified 
himself by displaying United States Coast Guard card with 
Serial Number 712441# issued by the Port of New York. 

On August 5> 1955, I ~| United 

States Coas t Guard. oO Lafay ette Street. New York City, 
advised SA | | of the following: 

A review of the Intelligence and Merchant Seaman 
files of the united States Coast Guard, New York City, re¬ 
flects no record under the name WILLIAM A. ROSE. Records 
for United States Coast Guard number Z-71244l are no ^ on 
file at Coast Guard Headquarters at New York, but may be 
on file at coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, D. C. 


REGARDING 


1- 1 

Ionics, Incorporated, Cambridge, Massachusetts, on 
temporary assignment at the Oak Rld^e National Labor atory, 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, advised SA I I , on 

July 8, 1955, that he was assigned to tne Special Engineers 
Division at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory from April, 
1944# to August, 1946. • He stated upon viewing a photograph 
of subject that he recalls subject's face, out could not 
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yecall his name or an y of Ms past activities. He re 
called T l as being the subject's direct.super¬ 

vis or at th e Oak Rldae' National Laboratory and believes 
tfia fl ) was employed at the Brookhaven National Labora¬ 

tory, Brookhaven, New York. 



I I Brookhaven 

Na tional Laboratory. Q rookhaven. Upton, New Y^ rk. advis ed 
Sftl T on August 30, 1955, that l I 

..- I | had been employed at that laboratory as a physicist 

from October 6, 1947, to February 13, 1953* He terminated 
his employment in 1953 to take a position as a gadiatiori 
physicist at_ the,liniyersifcy o£ -California* Berkeley, Cali¬ 
fornia T 


MISCELLANEOUS 


I I 2004 V alentine 

Avenue, 3ronx, Now York, advised SA| \ on June 

10, and 14, 1954, that GEORGE KOVAL resided in an apart¬ 
ment in that b uilding from t he fall of 1946, until approx¬ 
imately 1949* I I recalled only one individual 

visited KOVAL and she described him as follows: 


age 

Height 

Build 

Hair 

Characteristics 


60 »s 

5 feet 7 inches 

Stocky 

Gray 

Appears to be of French 
Nationality; neat dresser and 
well mannered; wore goatee. 


I ^ was recontacted on April 6, 1955, 

by 5U I I at which time a photograph of JACOB 

3R0CHEf>-&B0N0FF was displayed to her. She advised that 
to the best of her recollection the individual who visited 
KOVAL during his residence at 2004 Valentine Avenue, 

Bronx, New York, is not identical with AR0N0FF, 


]T5J 
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| | Passenger Department, 

United States Lines, 1 Broadway, New York City, advised 
on August 2kf 1955# that passenger correspondence files 
dated prior to the year 1950 have been destroyed. 

It is noted that a review of the departure 
menifu3t records of the SS AMERICA, conducted at the 
Immigration snd Naturalisati on Servic e, 61|1 Washington 
Avenue, New York City, by 5A I I on May 9, 1955> 

reflected that the subject departed from the United States 
aboard that United States Lines vessel on October 6, 1914-8 
for Le Havre, France. 

On June 21, 1955, ELIZABETH T. BEITTL&Y, a self- 
a dmitted former Soviet esp ionage agent, orally advised 
SA l I that "the March, 19 I 4.0 passport 

photograph of KOVAL was completely unfamiliar to 

her, as was his known descriptive and background data. 

/s Cksn&cA fXr 0<S>* U TC Dto 

&f3&Tjr/c«L. 1-9-0 JL 
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ADHINI Z ‘IRA TIVH PAIC 


IIT^ORIANTG 

Date of Activity ^gont to Pile No, 

Identity of and/or Description Date Whom Whore 

Source of Information Rocoived Furnished Located 


Go loo ti. vc 
OorvJoo records 
L3 126, Dr on::, 
NY 


Backrcround in fo re 5/$/55 
L Land 


i 


I 


] 


t 


1 



10/26/49 JL^ 


July, 

1952 


-? 

Sex )4- 


* 4 W ^ " wrfS f 

P«- ltT«. 5 t d l-J.OSL. 
I-I -V» 


M- «a_ 


Bcs) I 



/M CD '3 4, 3,1/ 
ClftSSifie^ OG* le'fc, 


lovS .0 - O j 


1 65- 16756-^7 


] 


65-14743-143 


h 14743- 


Uccd to document JACOB BR0CIE.6 , JiONOFF. 100-68395- 

l6l 


b2 

b7D 
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AmiKISmTO PAGE (Cont. ) 

INFORMANTS (Cont.) 

Date of Activity Agent to Pile No. 

Identity of and/or Description Date Whom Where b2 

_Source_of Information_Received Furnished Located b7D 



Careful consideration has been given to each 
concoalod source, and T symbols wore utilised in this 
report only in those instances whore the identities of tho 
sources must bo concealed. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


For the information of tho San Francisco Division, 
which has not rocoivod a prior communication concerning thi3 
case, the following brief summary is noted: 

Investigation concerning tho subject has established 
that during 19^2 ho was ompl oycd with the Raven Electric 
Company, Now York, Now York,f I 

| curing 174 b ho was ompioyoct in the 
nniu-cn ana rnysics uopartmont of tho Manhattan Project, 

Oak Ridge, Tomes see, where ho had access to material that 
could have varied from ’’unclassified” to 253p=*s - ®e£5!&" In 
1948» while allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading 
Corporation, Now York City, as a "cominis3ionod representative", 
ho wu3 issued a passport for travel to various Europoan 
countries, which included Poland, On 10/6/48, ho departed 
the United States aboard the EL AMERICA destined for 
Lc Havre, Franco, His whoreabouts cinco that period arc 
unknown. Available background data dovolopod in Sioux 
City, Iowa, rofloots that KOVAL is a native born United 


.ADMINISTRATIVE PAC-E (Cont.) 




ADIIINIG TRATIVS PAGE (Con t.) 
iIIGCSLLA?C0U3 (Cont.) 


States citizen of Polish derivation, who departed the United 
Z tabes in 1932 with hia parents and brothers. Ho possibly 
resided in Russia, or outcido the United States, from 1932 
to 1939 or 194l« He was educated as an Electrical Engineer 
at the University of Iowa during 1929 to 1932, and received 
a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering Dogreo at the Collcgo 
of the City of Now York. 


I 1 identified in instant report as 

a 1 ihr>rM-.rvr»v ivfc CCNY, is apparently identical 

wit h! | previously identified by a former momber 

of the subject’s ASTP class as a faculty membor at CCNY 
who was acquainted with the subject prior to the lattor’s 
departure from tho United Gtatos during the fall of 1948* 

1 ,1 Till nn 1 ~tvT r n 1 Erm-jneoring 

Department, CUNY, advisee sa| _[on august 24, 

1955, that a thorough review of tho ASTP records at CCNY 
could not bo made until September, 1955, upon tho return 
from vacation of tho clerical staff at CCNY. 


<3 _ -nr> r>r>y» _ hjlSl _Vu.. r,n _ n 1 n o q ^ P-i Ar)_n-2_ llf< -Arr>/. r 


IT 


LEADS 

KNOXVILLE 


SrsVbLM-Hoj OS* left 

P*tO 0-a-OdL 

cjP36Tor/c6U 



At Oak Ridge, Tennossoo 
Will interviowf 


Ridge National Laboratory, concerning his knowledge of 
subject’s past activities and associates* 


| Oak 
the 


I H w.xs identified in ICnoxvillo report, instant 

ease, dated July 15, 1955, as an individual who may have 
known the subject during the lattor’s assignment at Oak Ridge, 


ADMINISTRATIVE P..GE (Cont.) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont.) 


LEAPS (Cont.) 

SAM fR/NCISCO 

At Berkeley. California 

^ •> JflLUU_ t nr*ti-ho request Bureau authority to 

vS* interview | | Phyalclat, regarding the subject's 

-7L r <. - oast activities and associates. 

W 

>> 

I I has been identified as the subject's 

' former supervisor at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory, 

Oak Rjdge, Tennessee. 

SEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

._i. win r-ftront-.flct l | apartment 

|_| Rew York City, regarding any 

additional Inform ation concerning the whereabouts of 
| | or her parents. 

2. Will request JBureau authority to interview 
faculty members^trnJcTJY wh6""ihstructed subject's ASTP class 
At that college during 1943 and 1944* 

3. Will determine if ARNOLD :R*-MISH, Manager, 
Research Atomic Industry w orum, Incorporated, 260 Madison 
Avenue, New York City, is identical with ARNOLD KRAMISH 

a member o^ the subject's ASTP class, CCNY, if so, will 
consider interviewing him regardin' subject, 

\ , 

V 

>! - - - - •» fi. Will renu at Bij-rean authority to interview 

^ I Jamaica, 

^ Long Island, Nevj York, concerning whom information has been 
V reported in connection wi th an investigation at New York 
entitled, I "l SM-C.” 

5. Will request the Identification Division to 
check the files of Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, 


b 
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• t 



ADMINISTRATIV E PAGE (Cont.) 


LEADS (Cont.) 


D. C., regarding available information under United States 
Coast Guard IJo. Z-71?Jii |A , 


+ j 


fr 


6.* Will review faculty record s. CCNY. for 
background data of assistance in locatin.a l I 

former Electrical Engineering Instructor at CCNY, and 
''^formerly acquainted with the subject during the period 
194.6-1946. 


7.# Will, through appropri ate source, attem pt 
to develop identifying data roearding l I 

from whom subject sublet an apartment at 3470 Cannon b 

Place, Bronx, New York, during January, 194-1. 

BOSTON and PITTSBURGH (INFORMATION) 

One copy of this report has been designated 
for the Boston and ittsburgh Divisions, inasmuch as 
those offices are presently conducting investigation 
regardin': instsnt case. 


ft] ^n r.ycr: Report of s. 

New York. 


6/29/tt, 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont.) 
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kler: 



SAC, HEW YORK (65-l67£6) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (69-62911) 
GEORGE 

ESPIONAGE - R ^ ‘ 


(orig and 1) 



fc-7C 

October 3, 1955 


Reurlet 9-l6-5>9* 


ret* tail 'try’ll T»Avi 

1_ 

Lew file referen 
1 Arnold Kramlsh. 


I land will 

advise a 

t _ j _vr ._ 


However, Inasmuch as| |resldence la 

listed as in the Hew Xork area, it la suggested that you 
first check files in your office. In the event you then 
feel Bufilea may contain additional pertinent information, 
resubmit your request. 


b' 


b7C 


Prom your memorandum of reference. It does not 
apoear that a review of files In the New York office was 
made prior to submitting such a request to the Bureau, 
nor does It appear from your memorandum Just why such a 
review by the Bureau is a necessary condition precedent 
to the contemplated Interview of these Individuals. 


EMGrskw fn 1 ' 
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Toison — 
Board man _ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont _ 


Barbo - 

Mohr_ 

Parsons .— 

Rosen - 

Tamm_ 

Sizoo - 

Winterrowd . 
Tele. Room 
HoIl< 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 04 


# # 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


to : Director, EBI (65-62911) 


SAC, Pittsburgh (65-1657) 


: GEORGE KOVAL 
LSPIOisfAGE - R 
00: New York 



DATB: September 20, 1955 


Remvl et to Bureau, 9/14/55* and report of SAf 
I | Hew York, 9/16/55• L 


Inasmuch as no further investigation is pending in this division-^ / 
the previous lead set out for Pittsburgh having been referred to 
Baltimore, the copy of rerep designated for Pittsburgh is enclosed 
herewith for Baltimore# 


REGISTERED IIAIL 
J‘E:/jap 

(5) 


cc: 1 - Baltimore (Enc# 1)(RM) 

1 - Hex-; York (65-16756)(RM) 


BEMBPEC-124 


■I/J0 


r; itP &3 1955 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 


HEW YORK 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

MADE _ 


BOSTON 


GEORGE KOVAL 


9/16/55 1 8/29;9/6-9/55 

o P 

* C Y .,>0 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


DETAILS: 


Professors of Electrical Engineering at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology mth surnames of Slavic or Russian 
derivation for the period 19^5-55 set forth. Review of 
office indices concerning such professors also set out. . 

-if - f ^ 

— RUC — V> - 1 " 

/ /-, y 

On September 6, 1955, 1 I School 

of Electrical Engineering, Engineering Headquarters, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, advised that the 
only professors of Electrical Engineering at MET in the past ten 
years who had surnames of SLAVIC or RUSSIAN derivation that she 
could recall were the .following: 



that I I was bom in Svastopol, Russia, 

° n I l and had been at MIT sinc e September, 19i|8 doing 

research uork but die stated thatl I was not a txrofessor and x-aas 


not teaching. 

d i^60 


bS'v , r ,-_ 

rfzyi 




APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 


Special. agent 
in charge 


f "030 NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


_ i % /// ~~ 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT * J * * _ 

5 -Bureau (65-62911) (RM) J EE ^ r ' ' 

3 New York (65-16756) (&i) , Q ca 

1 Boston (65-3981) ^ ’ 


HtCORt 


1 Boston (65-3981) 




T IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS AR^TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 


V 5 GOYEAKMENT PRINTING office 


10—59255- 3 
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]also advised ihat[ 


and ’was born in tie United States and that£ 
Professor of Electrical Engineering* 


1 


was a? Polish extraction 
was presently an Associate 


c 


J also stated that[ 


n c 


Goranunications Engineering, was bom in. leva* 


] Associate Professor of 


! ■ V 


] furnished the following information concerning^ 


C 


J uho wae an Associate Professor of Electrical Engineering at JTT: 

]at New York fity and his father was 


either a minister or ambassador from Czechoslovakia to the United States 


3 


shortly after Vi arid v. : ar T . I ^Twas an Associate Profes sor of Electrical b7( 

Engin eering at MIT fro m f " _ | and he is :rs - 

sent,l? r~ I of Raytheon, Inc., “althain, Hass* 

The follow inr informa tion is contained in the files of the Boston Office 
conce rrdng I I 


c 


]attendsd I1T from 1929. to 1933 when he received an 3. B. degree in 


physics* He held a Junior Prize Fellowship at Harvard University from 1935 
to 1938 and. also a Junior follow of the S ociety of Fellows, 1938-itl* He 

associated with the I__ l at KIT in 19ltO and was made an 

Associate Professor^ 


An applicant-type investigation conc?min,rr l I was conducted by the 

Boston Offi ce in 195k and as a result of this investigation it v?s ascer¬ 
tained tliat l I er.clovers, neighbors and associates recommended him 


biefoly as to ability, cha racter, y eoutation, associates and loyalty* All 

v 

] 


records at KIT concerning! ~ jvrere favorable* 


[ 


[ 


on[ 


in 1937*She sta 


] advised thatT 
1 He r 
lu€cl. tni 


]was bom in litonysl, Czech oslavakifl 


rec eivi 
d that~ 

work, was appointed|_ 


left KIT on June 30, 1952* She stated that[ 


1 Doctor's Degree at the University of Prague 
was at KIT from 1&3 to 19h8 doing research 

Jin 19U8 and 


Jwqs at Harvard University, 


Cambridge, Mass., f rom 1^38 to 19U3 arid was na turalis ed at Boston, Mass., on 
November 29, 19U3« I I stated that ! ~~| was presently at the... 

University of Birmingham, Birmingham, England. 
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The following information was taken from the files of the Boston Offices 

The records of the Irjnirratl ort aid Naturelization Service, 73 Tremont Street, 
-Saaiaa* ivass*. indicate thatl Iliad been clearly aafiaciflied with Professor 

_ I Harvard Univer¬ 
sity. Caabtidrre. Maes. for marry years. Narch 20, 193? 

dire cted a le tter to the Immigration and Naturalisation Service requesting 
that| [immigration visa, vtiich was to lapse on July 2$, 193?, be extended. 


LOUIS BUHTPH, who was formerly associated for many years witj>»» 
the Communist Party, USA, on a nation al scale and vrho wasotfinae lf 
a Communist Tarty member, stated that l | 

had been kno’.'n to him as a concealed member of the Conn mist Party, 
PSA. He also stated that it was M s understanding from various 
sources of the Co:anunist Party that l I was engaged in 

two missions on behalf of the Party as a prominent scientist: 


a. To attract younger scientists to cooperate vrith 
the Party and its aff i liatedorganiz at ions during 
their formative years, and 

b. To r-'onsor Communist Party front organizations 

of potential interest to scientists and by virtue 
of Ms own position in the field of science to 
attract non-Party scientists to affiliate with 
such front organizations. 

T Ms information vas furnished by r fT D:"'2 in June, 1S?0. 

'fh.e Con:'uni51 Party has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States Pursuant to Executive Order 10U50. 


Immigration and Naturalization Service records indicate that | | arrived in 
the United States at the Port of Hew York, Pew Perk on the 35 TuTcani a on 
October 13. 19^8 and that his closest friend in the U nited States was I I 

| I Cambridge, Lass. These 

records reflect that l I was granted Certificate of Naturalization Ho. 6375>7 'j 3 
on November 29, lfltfi at the U. S. District Court, Poston, I-'ass. 

■•Jhen questioned fa' I I p nmi -ration and Naturalization Service, 

Poston, Pass., on October 23. 19k8. 1 I stated that he was not at that time 
nor had he ever been a meriber of Hie Ccsrrnunist Party. I I also stated that 
he had never advocated the overthrow of the United States by force or violence 
and was opposed to the Communist principles of the supremacy of the state as 
against the individual. 

I I disclosed to | I that he was formerly a member of the "?crum 

for International Problems'* at Cambridge, Hass* from a pproxim ateIv 19ti3 to 19ii5 
and that his name appeared on its Steering Committee. I I stated that he 

attended approximately four or five meetings, acting as Chairman of one meeting. 
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at which he discussed the historical background of Czechoslovakia._ 

stated that he voluntarily dropped out of this Forum in approximately e arly 
19U5 when he noted the tendencies of the Forum became leftist, inasmuch aa 
more speakers wera invited to defend tho radical side of controversial sub¬ 
jects* 


As a result of an applicant-type investigation conducted by the Boston Office 
in 1952, it was ascertained that informants who are familiar with some phases 
of Communist Party activities in the greater Boston area, which includes 
Cambridge, Mass., stated that ! Iwas unknown to them and they could fur¬ 
nish no information concerning! [ 


Records of the House C ommittee on Un-Am erican Activities, Washington, D. C., 
contained no record of I I in 1952. 

| I who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
in tns latter part of 191*7 that there existed at the Harvard 
I I Cambridge, Mass., Airing 19h5 

and 191*6 a Fo rum for International Problem s which was held serai- b2 

weekl y at t he! |Auditorium, Cambridge, b7D 

Mass. I I stated that in his opinion the sneakers far the most 
part -were biased in favor of Communism. 


The following information concerning ! I was furnished by | ~| 

I l at Prague, Czechoslavakia, and w as naturalised 

at the U» S. District Court, Bost on. Mas s., on August 6, 1953* I I 

stated that her records show that| |graduated from the Charles University, 

Prague, Czechoslavakia in 1938 ana was a Professor at that University until 
191*8* He came to FT? as a Research Associate on F ebruary 1. 19JjS and remaine d 
until June 30, 191*9, at which time, he went to the ! I 

Inc., Cambridge, Mass* b7C 


Boston files reflect that ! 1 advised Bureau agents on February 15, 

1955 that he was presently employed in the -Research and Development .Department 


the| 

L Cambridge, Hass* In February, 1955, ° f , 

Ire sided with his wi^e.l 

1 and his children.; 

M'it 



children were born in Czechoslavakia and came to the United States with their 
parents on February 1,191*8 from Rotterdam, Holland* l:U .. 
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Info re Forum for Inter¬ 
national Problems 

19k? 

1 _ 

] I21- b 2 L-9 

b7I) 


Careful consideration has been given to each source concealed and 
a T symbol Trias used in the report only in that instance -where the 
identity of the source must be concealed• 

The informants, who were familiar with some phases of Communist 
Party activity in 1952, mentioned in this report are: 


Administrative Data 

It is to be noted that l l is a Potsitial Security Informant of ihe b7C 

Boston Office. K 7 n 


REFERENCE: Report of SA^ 


]at 


New York, dated June 29, 1955* 


b7C 


A^IDTISTRATTn PACE 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


:V>V^- 


DIRECTCR, FBI (65-62911) 

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (105-375U 


DATE: 10/5/55 


SUBJECT: GFCRGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 


Rerep SA l I dated 9/16/55 at NT with a 

TaaH fnr> sf tji i noat-p and reouest Bureau authority to inter¬ 
view | | ccncerning subject's past activities and 

associates. 

Examinati on of records of the SF O perations Offic e, ' 7 S AEC, by 
SA l ~l nn 10/L/55. revealed thatI I is the subject 

of the ease l "l - 15, AEAA.« (Bufile 116-h0k92). I I AEC 

file contained a PSQ questionnaire dated 9/26/1*7 in which his clearance 
was requested as a Research Associate, Health Physics department, Brook- 
haven National Laboratory, Uptcn, New York. He received clearance in con¬ 
nection with this employment on 1 / 20 / 1 * 8 . 

While still employed at Brookhaven, I I submitted a PSQ dated 

10/27/52 as an applicant for the position of physicist in the Health Phy¬ 
sics Department at the Livermore ^ite of the University of California 
Radiation Laboratory, Livermore, California. His "Q" clearance was rein¬ 
stated for this position on 3/3/53 and he is currently employed at Liver- 
mere. 


In his FSQ dated 10/27/52. I l listed emoloynent in health 
physics with the Army Special Engineering Detachment at the Clinton Labor¬ 
atories, n ak Ridge, Tennessee, from 3/bU to 2/1*6,-'hen he was discharged 
from the Armed Forces. 


Investigation of I I in 19U7 developed the followin g inforn a- 
tion at the Hew Yo rk Naval Shipyard. Brooklyn. New York, wher el I 

was employed as an l fr atsriel from l/b 2 to 1/1*3 . 

and from 3 /U 6 to 10/U7: 


]on the stand 




had read the publication "PK." 

\ 

cc: 1 - New York (INFO)(REG) 


J a fellow employee, adviced that I I had p raised 

And he had taken in favor of Russia ana tha1 1 | 


KGTslmf 

(U) - 

,, 1. %-F 
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TO: 

FROH: 

SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, SF (105-3751) 
GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


I I. another fellow employee, advised that he once 

remarted tha t we sho uld give Russia the A-bomb by dropping it on that country. 

In response. I I came to the defe nse of Russia and stated that that country 

has done much far us. According to| |said: "Wait until I’m 

commissar of this area." 

Other fellow employees of I 1 interviewed advised they knew of no 

pro-Commur.ist statements by him and were never aware of ary pro-Communlst 
literature in his possession. 

| 1 advised he considered I I 

mentioned above, to be "old womanish' 1 and a’tattle tale." w e believed I I 

I ~| to be a "bag rf wind who would blow any idea imnlanted in his head." 

| . . I advised he believed 

reports of l I made by I I should be' discounted because these two 

individuals were unreliable inthis respect and probably were not aware of the sig¬ 
nificance of their remarks. 

Prior to reinstatement of his clearan ce for employment with the Univer¬ 
sity of California Radiation Laboratory. 1 I was interviewed by AEC officials 
on 2/26/53. He denied that he was ever interested in the candidacy of HENRY 
WALLACE for the Presidency. He said he had never read "PM" or expressed any 
sympathy for the USSR even in jest. He described himself as being a conservative 
individual in his politics and unalterably opposed to Communism. 

The files of this office contain no information re | ~| 

It is recommended that l I be interviewed as reouested by rerep 

and authorization for interview is hereby requested. 
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Director, FBI (65-62911) 

GEORGE KOVAL ft£C0R0 ^ ’ ® 
ESPIONAGE - R .„ , 

Reurlet 10-5-55. 



Pnn<viHAT»at.1 nn hp-t r\tr tH van to advisability 
of interviewing | | Dpon completion of 

Bureau file review you will t>e so advised. 
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TITLE ' 
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GEORGE KOVAL 
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REPORT MADE BY 
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Urn 


CHARACTER OP CASE 
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BBBIONA^'>^E . 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS 


I 


] Mathematician, Oak Ridge 


National La^vratory, stated that K* recalls GEORGE 
KOVAL as "being at the .Oak Ridge Rational' Laboratory about 1945 but did 
not know him very well and nsve^'‘&ajjL any .close contact with KOVAL. 


\ 


DETAILS: 


^BDC - • 

1-1 Sp^-v 

AT OAK RIDGE, TSHlTjSS^E: 

* " 


On 9/27/55[ 


] Mathematician, 


Oak Ridge National Laboratory, advised that he was in the Health Physics 
Di via ion of the Oak Ridge x JIationa! Laboratory in 194-5 and recalls that 
one GEORGS KOVAL, a member of^the i Specialized Training Program (iffiSP) 
Group, was working at the Oh!: Ridge . .tioaal Saboratory on health physics 
problems. I I stated he had no contact with GEORGE KOVAL away 

from the plant area and knew nothing of his residence or friends. He / 
stated that he did not know KOVAL very well and never had any extended / 
conversations with him. He stated that he had no information. cop.cernin£ 
KDVAL’s background, activities at Oak Ridge, and'has &e«rd nothing frcau 
him since he left the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. ' y / 
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lOARD FORM NO. 64 



Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE; 10/12/55 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) . 

SAC, NEW YORK ( 65 - 16756 ) 

GEORGE~KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Re Bureau letters captioned as above 7/20/55, 

8 / 1/55 and 8 / 2 / 55 . 

Referenced Bureau letters reflect the results of a 
review of Bureau indices regarding the known relatives of 
the subject described on the last page of a report made in 
Omaha 3/23/55 in instant case. This information made 
available by the Bureau supplemented an indices review for 
the same individuals by Los Angeles, which is reflected in 
Los Angeles letter 5/3/55. 

In an effort to determine the present whereabouts 
of the subject, Los Angeles Is requested to conduct the 
following investigation, utilizing the information reflected 
in referenced Bulets and above-mentioned Omaha report, copies 
of which have been furnished Los Angeles. 

Ascertain the present residence address of the 
ject's relatives who, with the possible exception of SAM 
, an uncle, have been last reported residing in Los 
Angeles, California. Upon locating these individuals in Los 
Angeles, will request Bureau authorization to Institute a 60 
day mail cove r on each of the rela t ives "'in^consideration of 
he possfbi1ity that sub ject may~be in’contact with them. 

Will also institute appropriate toll call cove rage for the 
relatives. 

Jj In addition, will conduct appropriate Investigation 

II to ascertain possibility of developing sl highly confidential 
// sou rce o fin l 11 o rmatr orgn ^H^Ftol f 3 
II attempt to develop Information which might assist In 
I j ascertaining the subjects whereabouts and past activities. 

I * If such investigation appears feasible, will request Bureau 
authority in accordance with present Bureau regUlS.ETCl’lS". “ 



RM 


( l 


u. 


Los Angeles (65-6124)(RM)(Ends - 2) 

2 - Chicago (65-4049)(pM)(Enel - l) 

WCGtCAC ** 

. , RECORDED . M’ 
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2 OCT 171955 



Letter to Director 

ny 65-16756 


Will also conduct appropriate inveafc^tfatlon to 1 
ascertain whether or not! I 

I I PKARL and PAUL*gTLVER. are residing 

in Los Angeles* If so, will also institute’' mail and toll 
call coverage concerning them* 1 --- 

If above is negatives or Inadvisable, win request Rawwp 
authority to. Interv iew each of tfee rela tives concerning their 
knowledge of the subject’s present whereabouts, background 
and activities. In addition, emphasis should be given to the 
following: 

(1) Whether or not the subject and his Immediate 
family departed Sioux City, Iowa, for Russia during 1932 Pi* 
1933* If so, what was exact date and place of departure? 


(2) Did subject’s mother, father, and two known 
brothers remain in Russia, or did they, at any time, return 
to the United States? 

__T*l ~l 


known to them? If'so, dev elop all information relating to 
subject's association wlth l | 



(4) Develop all information relating to the subject’s 
assignment at the Oak Ridge Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
1944-1945, while a member of the U, S, Army# 


(5) Develop all information relating to subject's 
subversive background, political sympathies, and possible 
espionage activities. 


It is noted that the above pertinent questions are 
listed only as a guide and in any instance where a relative 
is cooperative, an exhaustive effort should be made to develop 
all phases of the subject’s background and activities in the 
United States and abroad. 

Concerning the proposed interviews with the relatives, it 
is noted that on the basis of information that has been 
developed, Mrs. PEARL SILVER and HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL 
appear to be the best potential sources of information concerning 
the subject because of the following: 





fi 


Letter to Director / 

m 65-16756,, / , 

*y / fit**. n v 

1-^ PEflp/ SILVER may possibly be identical with the 

I r irlth whom the subject reportedly resided at 

Giles Place, Bronx, New York* during 1941, the 
approximate time of the subject's suspected return to the 
United States from^i?^ia. 

HAI^GURSHTEL, identified as being active with 
the subject’s father during 1932 in a Jewish organization 
advocating colonization of a region in Russia, reportedly 
traveled to Russia around 1934, at which time he may have 
conj&cted the TtCVKL family. In consideration of the above, 
it ; is requested that PEARL SILVER and HARRY and GOLDIE 
,v$URSKTEL be the first of the subject’s relatives interviewed 
Z' and that they be interviewed Simultaneously. ff* t / r, 

The sequence of the remaining interviews should 
be governed by the nature of subversive activity known for 
each of the other relatives. 


CHICAGO DIVISION 



A review of Bureau indices has reflected that 
rding to a report In 1951 from ONI, f Mr. and Mrs. S. 
5RT2, who had a married daughter, GRACE GERTZ LUBOR, 
resided at 4647 North Lawndale Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

consideration of the possibility that the 
described above, and his daughter, Mrs. GRACE 
"GERTZ<&0B9R, may be Identical with the SAM f’ERTZ, divorced 
husband of PEARL SILVER, subject’s aunt, a. d the GRACE 
GERTZ, subject's cousin, Chicago is requested to review its 
indices concerning these individuals and in the absence of 
derogatory information, will interview them concerning the 
subject in accordance with Instructions previously noted 
herein for Los Angeles. 



BUREAU 
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Letter to Director 
NY 65-16756 


presently resides at| 

Jamaica, Long Island, New yorK.* 


The files of the HYO reflect the following 
derogato ry Information possibly identifiable with) 

I_ 1 reflected In reports furnished by f-2 during 

1944: 


[ 


signed an Independent nominating 
petition or the CP on 8/20/40 and on 1 /31A2. He also 
signed a CP petition while residing a t] 

Brooklyn, New York# 0-2 advised that[ 


jacknowledge 


1 


signing the CP petitions and admitted attending CP meetings 
from 1935-1939 and contributing small amounts to the CP 
from 1935-1930, although he denied ever being a member of 
the CP* 


b 7 


Bureau authority is requested to interview I I 

regarding his knowledge of subject*s background and activities* 


ENCLOSURES: TO LOS ANGELES: 


One passport photograph of subject taken 

during 1948* ___ 

One passport photograph of 

taken during 1947. - 


TO CHICAGO: 

One passport photograph of subject taken during 
1948. 


~ 4 — 





Totson- 

Boardmaa- 

Nichols ..- 

Belmoot- 

Bar bo- 

Mohr _ _ 

Parsons- 

Rosen- 

T&®« -- 

Sizoo- 

Wiatem>*d- 

Tele, Room- 

JHoJloman- 

Gandy - 


"'/ /Y 

' / * 

SAC, Los Angeles (65-6184) (orig . and l) October 85, 1955 

Director, FBI (65-68911) 

RECORDED - 72 

GEQkGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - k 


KeXriet 10-12-55 . 

In accordance with current regulations, 
should LA request Bureau authority for mail cover, 
such request should be limited to 30-day period • 
Thereafter, should authority be nought for additional 
30-day period, justification therefor should be set 
forth • 


In absence of none indication that a highly 
confidential source night disclose information of 
value to this investigation, it should not be con- 
sidered • 


ESLL information of MY, Bureau files 
re I I being reviewed, upon com¬ 

pletion of which advisability of authorising 
interview will be considered and MI advised • 


cc - 1 - Mew York (65-16756) 


EMG:eb 




/M- 




OCT 2 , lboB 

mmz* 

* __ ____ 
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Office Memorandum 


4 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-629U) 

SAC, NEW YORK (65-167#) 
h 

GEORG IrKOVAL 
ESP - R 


DATE: li/20/55 


Rerep 9/16/55* NY, ^captioned as above* 

Referenced report identifies the following as 
faculty members of the College of the City of NY (CCNY), 
who, according to the records of that institution, %'aught 
the subject during the Army Special Training Program during 
the period 1943~19Wl.: 


In an effort to develop any information the above 
might possibly recall concerning the subject. Bureau authority 
is requested to interview them. 


According to Bureau regulations, which require 
comment concerning the reliability of faculty members to 
be interviewed, it is noted that SA I I 

former liaison agent for the NYO wit h. CCNY. advise d on 
10/12/55, that with the exception of I ~1 each 

of the above individuals have been contacted at CCNY in 
the past relevant to applicant Investigations of the NYO, 
and were cooperative* » 


Concerning ! I SA I I advised that 

he has been exceptionally helpful to the NYO in the past* 


RM 


VCGssts 









* 



LETTER TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
NY 6^-16756 


It is noted that | I cCNY. ?FYC, was 

listed by the subject as a reference in an application 
executed by him for ,&EC during 1944* 

ihe indices of the NYO, as reviewed on 10/15/55, 
reflected no record for e ach of the faculty mAmi>oT.a 
CCNY, ment!Tone3T!ereTn*'* , i/iiia 1 tne'*exc epTfi on o 1 

The information determined identifiable with]_ 

reflected nothing of a subversive or derogatory nature. 
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Records Sect 
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t tigation 
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1955 
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Forward t<* 
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1 References 
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SAC, for* 

Director, FBI 


(65-16756) 
(65-82911) — 


for/£ A 2^ 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - B 


Reurlet 10/20/550 


November $, 1955 


Interviews authorised* 


Tolson — 

Board man . 
Nichols — 
Belmont 

Bar bo- 

Mohr . 

Pars 00s . 
Rosed — 
Tamm — 
Sizoo — 


Winterrowd - 
Tele. Room - 
Holloman — 
Gandy - 


*r. r. 


.rrn*T ^CTfiEE3r^ 




EUGtalp (./ 

(4) / f 

NOTE ON YELLOWt George Koval,suspected Soviet espionage 
agent,s tudried at College of the City of New York (CCNY) 
1943-1944, under Army Special Training program where he 
received instruction from following listed faculty memberet 


b'JC 


Thereafter Koval was assigned on Atomic project at Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee (1944-1945)* In 1946, he departed US for Europe L 
and appears to have disappeared behind the Iron Curtain . 


By relet New York requested Bureau authority to 
interview above faculty members to develop further information 

- Mew fork advises that with the exception ^ 


concerning Keval* 

e "NOV ? 1955 




s v U 


• ’K5 

MAILED 26 
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°f 1 \ each of listed faculty members has been 

contacted at CCNT in the past relatiue to applicant 
, l flttflfl, illations and was cooperative, stating that | | 

|_ Ylisted by Koval as reference in 1944) has been 

exceptionally helpful in the past. New fork advises their 
indices contain record for each of the listed faculty 
members^ Bureau references Eat>< nn •<: been reviewed re 
|I Bufil es contain 
no~TnJorma^Ton~wKTF!T~can~~^e~^EenTijTed with | 
on basis of available identifying data. 1 
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REPORT MADE AT 

BALTIMORE 


DATE WHEN 

io/iT/55 


PERIOD FOR WI 

9/19.29* 

1Q/25A5 


WHICH MADE 


TITLE 


GEORGE^ KOVAL 


REPORT MADE BY 


[ 


] 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Cumberland, Maryland, who wasf 


] of SED, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, 


Tennessee, March, 1944» to February, 194&* reoalled the 
subject but stated he had no knowledge of the subjects 
assignment at Oak Ridge and knew nothing of his activities 
there• 


- MJC - 


DETAILS: 


former 


Tennessee* 


ies were made to loc 

sate and interview! \ 

1 

Speoial Engineers Detriment, 




AT CUMBERLAND. MARYLAND 


[ 


The fallowing investigation was conducted by SAL 


On September 19, 1955 *1 1 

Terrace, Cumberland, Maryland, advised he was presently 


,1} 
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L ^ % 
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3 /36.TJ lf^ ax.tasu.; awe 
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APPROVED AND 
FORWARQEO: 


special Agent 
tW CHARQg 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

5y- Bureau (65-62911) (Regis* 
jU New York (65-16756) 

(Regis* Mail) 

1*- Baltimore (65-2384) 
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BA 65—2364- 





employed as a Mechanical Engineer with the Kelly-Springfield 
Tire Company, Kelly Boulevard, Cumberland. During World War II 
he served with the U* s. Army Engineers and last held the rank 
of Cap tain. From March. 1 9ml. to February, 19^6, he was assigned 
as the ! T of the Special Engineers Detachment, 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

I I was unable to recall the subject by name but stated 

he would check the yearbook of the Special Engineers Detachment 
in an effort to identify the subject in his mind. 

On September 29, 19^9. l~ I wa3 contacted at his place of 

employment, Kelly-Springfield Tire Company, Cumberland. He said 
he could recall GEORGE KOVAL, after a check of the yearbook, only 
as being o ne of a group of approximately one thousand who served 

I l at Oak Ridge. He had no knowledge of subject 1 s assign¬ 

ment or of the particular work in whioh subject was engaged while 
at Oak Ridge. He could recall no close contact he had with KOVAL 
and knew nothing of his activities at Oak Ridge away from work* 


- HO C - 




-2 




BA 65-2381*. 


During the course of interview with l 1 on 

September 29. 1955* he st ated that the man who served as 

bf the: Special Engineers Detachment, 
al I might have knowledge of the subject, 

I I was last known to be a resident of Baltimore, Mary land. 

and employed by a steel company in that city, according to I I 

I I name is not listed in the Baltimore City Telephone 

Directory, As there is no definite indication that he was an 
associate of the subject or that he has information concerning 
the subjects activities at Oak Ridge, no effort will be made to 
locate and Interview him unless specifically requested to do so 
by the Office of Origin* 

LEADS 

THE NEW YORK OFFICE 

AT HEW YORK. NEW YORK 

Will note from the information on f-ha Admin-tstrati.vs 
Page that no effort will be made to locate T I 

for interview in the absence of a specific request to do so. 


REFERENCE 

Pittsburgh l atter dated d/lk/cfc. 

Report of SA| | dated 7/15/55 at Knoxville, 
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Tickler ^ 


JTee Tort (65-16756) ^ Qrig & ^ November 2, 1955 

Director, FBI (65-62911) 

n 

GEO ROE EQfAL 
ESPIONAGE - B 

\ 

Me Bulet 10/25/55, Bure au authority granted 
v< ir \ interuievo \ ~| in accordance with 

% .'V regulations governing interviews of security subjects. 

A 

<T Prior to such interview , agents should 

completely fauilUir ise themselves with information 
concerning I H ouailafcle jnf iles of New fork office, 

it being noted that | | was interviewed by 

agents of the i tem Torir ~^T TJlAl5 5, as set forth 

in report of SA I I dated fl/ifl/SS. 

captioned n Unknown Subject, wasT, I I 

Espionage - R. H 1 - 1 


EMG 2 alp t y< 


( 4 ) 

NOTE: 


/ 


t * 



b' 


Tolson_ 

Board man „ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont_ 

Harbo_ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons — 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Sizoo_ 

Vinterrowd 
Tele. Room 

Holloman_ 

Gandy_ 




I | iocs subject of extensive 

investigation £>y G-2 wTiTch disclosed he had signed CP 
nominating petitions (1940-42) and was associated with a 
later employee of AEC known to have been closely ass ociated 
with pe rsons imp licated in Trotsky assassination. According 
to G-2, I T admitted attending CP meetings 1935-39 and 

contributin g to CJP 1 935-36, although denying ever being 
CP member. 1 ~l was one of two men who in 1941, were 

being considered as su ccessors to subject^[s positio n with 
Raven Electri£ Compan t/l | 

I I prevTously 

interviewed by "New York "agents on 7jl4j55, without 
incident. Only main file reviewed at Bureau. \ 
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SAC, San Francisco (105-3751) 

(original and 1) 

Director, FBI (6;-S291l) 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Reurlet Ij-20-55* 

Interview of | | authorized* 

cc - 1 - New fork (65-16?^6) for info 


Tftlsoo_ 

Board man . 

Nichols_ 

Belmont _ 
Her bo_ 


Parsons . 
Rosen __ 

Tamm_ 

&ifcoo_ 


Tinterrowd _ 
Tele* Room . 

Holloman_ 

Gandy - 


NOTE: | | currently employed at University of 

Cal ifornia ftaaianon Laboratorie s- Livermore, California, 
was I ~1 while both were employed 

with Army Special Engineering Detachment at the Clinto n 
Laboratories, Gafc Mdge, Tennessee, in 1914I--4-5* I I was 
subject of Atomic Energy - Applicant Investigation in 19k 7 

initiated on. basis of allegations he had supported ! _I 

I stand in favor of Russia, was a reader or "PM" 
and had made pro-Russian remarks. Other fAll ow empl oyees 
and officials expressed favorable opinions re| 1 


describing original informant4-as unreliable. 
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SAC, NSW YORK (65-16756) ( orig an d l) November 4, 1955 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-63911) 


GEORGE tOYAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


ReBulet 10-3-55* 


O 


MWM-MAMLM 

Bufiles reflect that Arnold Irani eh mas born 
6-6-23 at Denver, Colorado, eon of Polieh-born parente 
who subsequently became U*S . eitixens by naturalisation « 

Be obtained hie B,S, degree from Denver University in 
1945 / attended City College of New York (ASTP) in 1943-44f 
and obtained anMUU degree from Harvard in 194 ?• Be served 
tn V,S, Army from March, 1943, to February, 1946, during 
which period he performed research work in nuclear phyeica, 
and from September, 1944, to May, 1945, was loaned by the 
Army to the Fereoleve Corporation, Oak Ridge, Tennessee • 

In the Summer, 1946, he assisted in declassification of 
scientific documents at the Los Alamos project, Los Alamos, 
New Mexico, 


Tolson — 
Boatman . 
Nichols — 
Belmont _ 

Harbo __ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons _ 
Rosen — 


Iranish was granted a Q clearance 6-37-47 at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and was transferred to Washington, D, C,, 
in February, 1949 • From 3-7-49 to 10-1-51, Iramtsh wae employed 
by Atomic Energy Commission as intelligence specialist, 
Washington, D . C, He was last reported (6-7-54) to be employed 
by Rand, Inc,, Santa Monica, California, with which company he 
had entered on duty on 10-8-51 as a physical scientist in 
nuclear energy . Although employed by Rand, Inc,, he also 
served as a classification consultant to the Atomic Energy 
Commission, Arnold Irani oh was subject of AEA - Applicant 
investigation in 1947 and of an AEA - Employee investigation tn 
1954 • Neither investigation d$Nclo*ed information of a 
derogatory nature • RuCuUiJuj * W 

While enplotfiglkcti analyst in the office of the*" 
Director of Intelligence of AEA and while in Washington as 
an employee of Rand, Inc,, Iramish served as o contact of 
the Washington Field office, furnishing information in a 
number of investigations on a confidential bq&is* —He is said 
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Letter te SAC, Sew Tori 


to be an advanced student of Bass fan, Polish and other 
Slavic languages, has been actively employed in the pact 
in analgoing foreign intelligence relative to sctenttfic 
developments in Suesto and satellite countries and has 
been described bp persons interviewed in connection with 
his studies as c brilliant student who was considered 
completely loyal. 

It is suggested that he be interviewed in this 
matter bp agents of the las Angeles office inasmuch as 
it appears he weald have been acquainted with the subject 
while studying at CCM7 and poesibly while assigned at 
Oak Stdge, Tennessee • 
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SAC* New *ork ( 65 - 16756 ) 

Director, FBI (65-62911) 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

ReBulet 10 — 3 "' 5 ' 5 * 



November 10 *• 1955 


Other than. such as Is already available to b7C 

New York, Bufli es contain no Inf ormation which can be 
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available .Identifying data. 1 
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the baaie of available data. 
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To i Director, FBI (65-62911) 

From Cr&Mr LOS ANGELES (65-6124) 

Subjects GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE-R 


'Date: 11-1-55 


Attention: 


P-| Domestic Intelligence Division 
1 1 Investigative Division 


Name: 


Address: 

Type of Mail: 


HARRY GOLDIE fSURSHTEL_ 


15203 HartsooK Street, Sherman Oaks, California 
First class 


Type of Cover: Return address 


Period Covered: Thirty day 


Purpose of Cover: Ascertain if subject, GEORGE KOVAL, is in contact 

with above relatives. 


Justification: ( Comment on necessity, desirability, productivity, possibility of embarrassment to Bureau, 
If necessary continue on extra pages/ 


The whereabouts of GEORGE KOVAL is unknown. Bureau letter to New 
York, dated 4 - 7 - 55 * states in part that every attempt should be 
made to determine subject's possible re-entry into the United States 
subsequent to his departure in 1948* A letter states that from 
information developed to date, it appears quite possible that 
GEORGE KOVAL accompanied other members of his family to Russia in 
1932 where he was recruited into the Soviet Intelligence- Service, 
trained and dispatched to the United States in the latter part*? of 
1940 or very early part of 1941* No embarrassment to Bureau 
anticipated. 

V fWDR (Ft) .. 






Postmaster to whom Form FD-115 will be directed if author i^qjlNnv 
Van Nuys, California 


MOT RECORDED 
SedNOVyf 1955 
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‘ ~7 a KCBTq - \ APFROVED 

CO/AM.F3I 'I jp 






ALL INFORMATION O^TT-AIITn} 
HEREIN IB UlfCLASS.'i XED 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Op/jUSTICE 


AIRTEL 

Transmit the following TTTK3ftyp ar message to: 


FBI, LOS ANGELES 
/DIRECT*) R, FBI (65-62911) 

i i 

GEORGE ItOVAL. ESPIONAGE - R. 


11/14/55 




11:45 A.jl 


Mr. Boardm*n^_ ^ 
Mr. Nicholfi.. r - 3y ^ 

Mr. 

Mr. Hafroo__ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Parsons_„ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tamm__ 

Mr. Sizoo_ 

Mr. Winterrow<L 

Tele. Room__ 

Mr. Hollo man 
Miss Gandy_ 


00 NY 

Rerep SA l 1 3/23/55* at Omaha; Bulet 
to NY, cc WFO, 4/7/55; Bulet to NY, 11/4/55* requesting LA 
interview ARNOLD KRAMISH. 
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n 


KRAMISH now employed Rand Corp., 1625 Eye St. N.W., 
Cafritz Bldg., Wash., D.C. 

Attached is copy of Bulet to NY, 11/4/55* for WPO. 

WFQ handle. 


MALONE 


AIR MAIL REGISTERED 

WGCikkh 
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65-6124 

GC: WASHINGTON FIELD (Enel. 1) 
NEW YORK (65-16756) 


| Mr. BelmQPt 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE! ORIGINATED AT REW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT 


^cisccj 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 


SAN FRANCISCO 11/18/55 11/7,15/55 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE BY 


cmr 


TITLE 


a—- 
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C3 

GEOROE KOVAL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

2SPT r ‘ iT *G3 - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


I H former professional associate of subject 

at Oak Ridpre National Laboratory, intervioTred 11/7/55. 
Could provide no information re subject*s activities or 
associates away from work; received no indication re 
subject's political leanings md bed no data re subject's 
background or activities since 19li.6» 


-RT7C- 


DETAILS: 


A3 LIVER. :ORE, CALIFORNIA: 

- ; z _, 

I _P lealth Physics Group,. 

Livermore Site, University of California Radiation 
La boratory, was inter viewed on November 7, 1955, by 

3* 1 1 
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]advised that he first met the subject in 
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BEC8RDlD-57 


5PtXEn-57. 



fbh-tws 


TO WHICH LOANEDl 


18 LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOB ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 


V. ft. ftOVEHNUKT FKIMTIJIS OPTIC* 16 —£ 625 * * 





V ' 


(V. I 


■*1 
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s* 1 io5-375i 

KGT: emr „ ^ 

»> 0 

about 19i|A while both "ere in the United Stetes Army and 
were a seized to the Health Physics Group at the Oak 
Rid^e Rational Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee* I I 

said he wea ccona ,, nted with the subject for about one to 
one and one-half years under these circumstances. He 
said he only knew the subject professionally and knew 
nothin'’* abo t h is socia l life," outgone activities or 
acquaintances. I l seld most of the discussions he 

had with the subject were relate'd to their work «nd that 
he received no indication of the subjects possible 
•political affiliations or nationalistic sympathies* 




« » J 1 




| |advised that he had no recollection that 

the subject ever dLd or said anything in his presence 
which raised anv ouestion in his mind concerning the 
subject*s character, loyalty or patriotism. I I said 

he was unfamiliar with the subject*s background and also 
he did not have any Informa tion regarding the subject’s 
activities after he, | | left Oak Hidge in 19M>* 
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SF 105-3751 
KGT:cmr 

In the co urse .of-tf-A in terview of I I - 

he advised th?t one I I was a social and professional 

associate o^ the subject Yh ile they' were stationed^at 
Oak Ridge. He advised thgt l l is currently employed 

at the Mounds Laboratory of the Monsanto Chemical Company, 
JJteeiisburg, Ohio. 

« 

The desirability of having l~ l lnterviewed 

by the Cinclrnatti Office is being left to» the discretion 
of the Office of Origin, inasmuch as San Francisco is 
not aware of the extent of investigation previously conducted 
and is not .in'a.position to evaluate the desirability of 
such interview. 

I 

Information concerning ! I reflected 

by Security Files of the San Francisco Operations Office 
of the AEC, which was set out in mylet of 10/21/55* has * 
not be en used in this report as a characterization of 
I I since it aonesrs that the allegations concerning 

him were unsubstantiated. 

REFERENCES: 

Report of SA I I dated 9/16/55 

at Hew York. 

San Francisco letter to Bureau dated 10/20/55* 

Bureau letter to Sen Francisco dated H/l/55* 
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SAC, CHICAGO 
O 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
o o. A/y 


(65-62911) 

( 65 - 4049 ) 


datb: Novemb er 17 , 1955 



Re New York letter to Bureau, dated October 12, 1955, 
captioned as above* 

C Enclosed herewith for the Houston Office is one copy of 

referenced New York letter for assistance in covering lead set 
forth therein, which was previously designated for the Chicago 
Office. 

4* V 

\ The following ataifaary-* of. information is being set 

forth for the Houston Office whtrtfias not received previous 
communications concerning this investigation: 

The subject, during 1942, jf r -a ernrh. erred bv the R avert 


Electric Cnmrmmr. New York. Nrw Ynr»kl 


1 


b7C 


During 1945, the subject was employed in the Health 
and Physics Department of the Manhattan Project, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee, where he had access to material that could have 
varied from "unclassified” to . 

In 194^, while allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading 
Corporation, New York City, as a "commissioned representative”, 
he was issued a passport for travel to European countries, which 
included Poland. 

On-October 6, 1945, he departed -f/om the United States 
aboard the "SS America", destined for Le Ha^re, France. His 
whereabouts since that period are unknown* 



Available oackground data developed in Sioux City, 
Iowa, reflects that AOVAL is a native born United States citizen 
of Polish derivation, who departed from the United States in 
1932, with his par-ents and brothers. He possibly resided in 
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1- New York 




DIRECTOR, ?BI 


RE: GEORGE KOVAL 


Russia, or outside the United States, from 1932 to 1939* or 19lA» 
He was educated a3 an Electrical Engineer a~ the University of 
Iowa during 1929 to 1932, and received a 3achelor of Electrical 
Engineering Degree at the College of the City of New York. 

,_ n. On Octo ber 3, 1955.1 I 

I I Chicago. Illinois, advised SA l I 

that G -ACE LOBOR and her father had resided at the above address 
but moved to an unknown address in 1953* She further stated 
that she could not furnish any additional information concerning 
G.iA-JE LUBOR or her father, and bhat no one else in the building 
could furnish any information concerning LUidOR, since they are 
all new tenants. 

On October 3» 1935. 1 I 

Mails, Raver„swood Branch Post Office Station, 2311 Lawrence 
Avenue, Chic ago. whi ch covers the address of GRACE LU50R, 
furnished SA l I a change of a ddress card for one LU BOR. first 

name or midd le initial n ot given, I I CuicaEO, 

who moved to | | Houston, Texas, on November 20, 1953* 


'fhe flips of t.hp Ohinarn Offing f-rmtain no information 
identifiable 


! riifij 
v;ith|_ 




ROC. 


b' 


; 


r — 



• Sl * 

FEDERAITBURE^^ INVESTIGATION 


FD-72 

(3-5MH) 


FORM NO. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YOTK 


mrvoiK 


w 


?/TJS?Z> v p8l'* AD * 

10/t,l6,l2,lf,18, 

26,28-31*11/1/# 


] ^ f/t | 


b7 


GEOtGE KOVAL 


I 




SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; I 





hpETlTNQVlC deceased 


Venezuela, Letter mav have information re KOVALrelations with FUNGI SCO 
PETTLNOVIC. " 

Bronx, NY, advi sed thatI 
and residing at| 


Jmarried to[ 


known whereabouts of A'tNOLD K&'.MISH,L 


I L a Verne, California. Information rc last 
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set forth. Information re WILLIE A. 710HE set forth. 
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DETAILS: 


RE THE SUBJECTS EMPLOYMENT WITH 
THE ATLAS TR ADING CORPO RATION , 

The files of the Passport Office . Department of State, 
Washington, D.C,, which wore reviewed by S Al I 

on July 27, 1951+, and August 2, 1951+, reflected that GEORGE KOVAL, 
born December 25, 1913, Sioux City, Iowa, was issued Passport 
No. 170092 on March 15, 191+8, for proposed travel on business for the 
Atlas Trading Corporation (ATG), New York City, to France, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Sweden and Poland. 

Issuance of the passport was requested by a letter 
dated March 8, 191+8, from the Atlas Trading Co rporation. 12 Battery 
Place, New York i+. New York, and was signed bv l I 

I | The letter reflected that KOVAL would act as a commissioned 

representative of the ATC zn the countries to which travel was 
designated in the passport application, 

I _ | ATC, New York City, advised 

SA l L on February 10, 1955, that he has been 

employed by the ATC since 1951, and had never known any one by 
the name of GEO RGE KOVAL as having been employed by that 
concern. I I stated that the ATC was incorporated during 1937 
by P, R. RINCONES, who sold his interest in the ATC around 191+9, 
and returned to Venezuela where he is a member of the American 
Chamber of Commerce. 

COPIES CONTINUED 
7 - Boston'(^981) (RM) 

2 - Los Angeles (65-6121+) (Enc. 1)(RH) 

2 - Newark (65-1+778)(Enc. 1)(RM) 

2 - Washington Field (65-6901)(Enc.1)(RM) 
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TJhen questioned as to whether the records of the ATC 
might contain additional information regardin g the natu re of 
the association between KOVAL and PETRINOVIC. F I replied 

in the negative, citing that the policy of the company was to 
maintain records no longer than five years. 


Re FRANCISCO FETRINOVIC 


( FRANCISC&<?ETRINOVIC las described by[ 

__*1 _ ^ A 1_ _ • 1_ 


L 


as a Yugoslav by birth, who later became a Chilean by naturalization* 
He was a multimillionaire, who accumulated his wealth in the 
Chilean nitrate business. PETRINOVIC dlod in Chile durin g 1950 
or 1951* being survived by| |who reside 

in Venezuela, 

3-^ 


r 


Jv;as described as a possible source of 


information regaling tjje relationship that existed between 
KOVAL and FRANC ECQjPfffRETOVIC, 

_ 'JUL ~ i 

^ FRANCISCO PETRINOVIC. a Yug oslav industriali st. 
was an important anti-Communist leader in Chile,fl _ I 


]3TF 


PETRINOVIC and his family had given large sums of money to the 
TITO Government and that TITOVS ambassador in London v/as a bosom 
friend of the PETRINOVIC family. 


_ i 

l\w hen Chile severed relations 

with Yugoslavia, FRANCISCO PETRINOVIC denied his previous support 
of TITO and denounced the Communists, PETRINOVIC was living at 
that time in New York and was giving financial assistance to 
the Croatian Peasants* Party, led by Dr, VLADIIipc MACEK* 


£n C Ifisstb^d 
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It is noted that during October, 1955* Dr. VL ADIMIR 
M.CEK, a resident of Washington, D.C., was identified b yj | 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, as the head 
of the Croatian Peasants* Party in the United States. 


The Croatian Peasants* Party was described by[ 
as an antifascist and^ant^Communist group with policy favorable 
the Unifr^tl State s. 


to 


Re[ 


and^anti-C 


I I Now York City, 

wa s recontacted on Oc tober 10 T 1955. regarding the whereabouts 
of l I wh om ho had previously described on 

February 23, 1955, as a l ... "T just 

prior to his departure from the United States during 1 9hd. 

| | stated that following a caref ul re-check'of ..his pnrbotaGl 

rccordsT he believe s I | resided with her parents at 

| I Bronx, New York, rather than 1285 Morris 

Avenue, Bronx, New York, as he had originally reported. 


I I was unable to furnish additional information 
| or her parents. 

On October 17. 19^.1 L 

apartment building at l ^__^^^^ ^3ronx. New York, advised 

that a family with the sumam el ^^^^H had resided in 
Apartment 5A, that address, during tn o approximate period of 
19U6 - 1952* The family consisted ofl I_ 


believed that the family moved to California during the early 
part of 1952. 
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,_I , I 

I _| Bronx, New York, advised on Oct ober 17. 

1955, that she had been casually acquainted with tho[ 
family during, their residence in 


present a' 


rina tn< 

duusL 




stated that 


I 


n adjoining apartment at her 


J 


married 


_in Los Angelos, California, shortly after the 

family radVod to that city during 1951 or 19 52. I " I 

last known address is I L La Verne, California, 

The indices of the New York Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation , as reviewed on Octob er 18, 1955, 
reflected no record for i I 


Re 


✓ RE 

ARNOLDKRAMISH 


RE ARNOLD KRAMISHF 

I „ 


b 7 C 


I I Research Atomic Industry 

Forum, Inc,, 2oO iiadison Avenue, New York City, advised on 
October 7, 1955, that ARNOLD KRAHSIi terminated his employment 
with that corporation during August, 1.955• KRAIiLSH indicated 
his home residence as 3633 Everett Street, Northwest, 

Washington 8, D.C, 


It is noted that £ 


] a former member of 


the subject*s Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) class_ 

at the C ollege of the City of New York, (CCNY), advised SA l I 

I I on May lj, 1955, that ARNOLD hRAMISD (possibly identical with 

tho ARNOLD KRAMSH described above), wa3 frion 
during the latter*s attendance at that collo 
believed that KRAMISH was subsequently employed 
Energy Commission. 


,ondlj. f i 

so. I_ 

ryad by 


with th e subject 
also 
;c 


the Atomic 


Re[ 


] General Cable Corporation, 


- 6 - . 






NY 6f}-l67£6 


h20 Lexington Avenue. Nov; York City, advised on October 12, 1955 s 
that I I torminated his employment with that 

corporation during the latter part of 1 9 5U. Du ring his employ- 
ment wi th the General Cable Corp oration.! I r esided at 
I I Bound Brook, Noth Jersey. I l uas unable 

to furnish information pertaining to ! I present place of 

employment. 


It is noted that ) ~| mho has furnished reliable infor¬ 
mation in the mat., undo available information on Mav 9, 1 955, 
which identified ! I North 

Plainfield, New Jersey, as one of two men who were being 
considered as the successor to the subject*s petition with 
the Raven Electric Company, Now York City. 


It is also notod that ! I 

Avenue . North Plainfield, N ew Jersey adv ised SA I 
I I on J uly li. 1955. that i | moved during 1951 

or 1952 X A I Bound Brook. New Jersey. 



I 1 Payroll Office, - 

CCNY, a dvised SA I I on October 26, 1955, that I I 

I I was an instructor at that university from September, 

19h6 until his res ignation, effective August, 19 * 48 , A t the t ime 
of his resignati on 1 l listod his home residence as ! I 

| ~~| Bronx, Now York. 


b2 


hi 


- 7 - 
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at | 1 X 

3 s, b(JKl, advised sas I 

on JJay 25, 1955, that 


ormcr momhor of 


It is noted th, 
th e subject>s ASTP dag s 
anc l 

Electrical Engineering Instructor, CCNY, 19UV - 19 W, 
was closely acquainted with the subject during the period 
19U6 - 19 W. 

RE WILLIAM A. ROSE 


£ 


[ 


] Intelligence Section, United 


state b noflBt, Guard on October 19, 1955, made available to SA 

|_| the following information concerning WILLIAM 

A. ROSE which was reflected in the latter*s application dated 
July 27, 19h2, to the United States Coast Guard for^an Identifi¬ 
cation Card: 


Name 

Address 

Bom 

Occupation 

Employer 


Coast Guard 
Identification Card 
(green) Serial No. 


WILLIAIfA. ROSE 
71 Ridge Read 
Rutherford, New Jersey 
October 13, 1676 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Contact - Consulting 
Electrical Engineer 
Raven Electric Conpany 
11 West 25th Street 
New York City 


031-712^1, issued 
July 20, 1942 


b 


7 C* 
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It is noted tha tl I previously mentioned, made available 

information on May 9, 1955, that WIELIAM A, ROSE, Contractual 
Electrical Engineer Consultant with the Raven Electric Company 
during July, 19h2, had information concerning the subject>s 
employment with that company. The informant advised that 
ROSE identified himself by displaying United States Coast Guard 
card with Serial No. 712l|Iil, issued by the port of New York. 

R El I 

The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York 
and the 19b0 - 1Board of Election records for the Bor 
of Bronx, caused to be searched by fifl l 
September 8. 19#?. reflected no record for| 

1 H Bronx, New York. 

The record s of the Bureau o f Special Services caused 
to be searohe d by SAI Ion Ootober 7. 19i#> reflected 

no record fori I Bronx, New 

York. 1 - 1 

It is noted that | ~| previously mentioned, made avail-* 

able information on May 9, 1955, which reflected that the subject 
indicated his residence during 19U2 to be 3 U70 Cannon Place, 
Apartment I U2, Bronx, New York, Ei Care of | j 

Miscellaneous 

I _I a confidential source abroad, advised on 

September 7, 1955, that no traoe of the subjects travel to 
Paris, Prance oould be located. 



b7C 


b2 

b7D 
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I 


1 nrav-i gi sly mentioned, advised on August 26, 19?!? 

■e no information concerning the 

ttfe&oyv+i tS C»ss»P/e d 06 

l^lfe Dro -osu 

SP36rfc/Jc4L- 0*^ -OJL 


SUUJUUb. 


imsiy 

Jit 


One (l) passport photograph of the subject dated 
March, 19U8. . 


ENCLOSURE TO NEWARK 

m « m m mm * -m^rm t ^ mm 

One (l) passport photograph of the subject dated 
March, 19^8. 


ENCLOSURE TO WAS HINGTON FIELD 

One (1) passport photograph of the subject dated 
Maroh, 19^8. 







r* 





v; 

■Jt> c 
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Date of Activity 


Agent to 

File Number 

Identity of 

Description of 

Date 

whom 

where 

Source 

Information 

Received 

Furnished 

Located 




16756J6 


Info re 7/26/55 Bureau 65-16756-U5 

FRANCISCO 

FETRINOVIC 



Negat ive 

nhr»nk~ / I 

Used to docum ent 

l and the 
Croatian 
Peasantst Party 


8/26/55 Bureau 65-16756-55 

X>ro Q-z - o tJ $£3 6rsrcc^_ 

Octobor, SA| | Instant 

1955 | | Report 


b2 ' 
h7D 



Background info 
ro rTT.T.TAM A. 

.ROSE.1 I 


NY 


5/9/55 
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Date of Activity 


Agent to 

File Numoer 

Identity of 

Description of 

Date 

whom 

vhero 

Source 

Information 

Received 

Furnished 

Located 

INFORMANTS CONT 

[D 




EH i) 

Negative check 
re s-’.bjj 's 
travel to Paris, 

9/7/55 

Bureau 
by let, 

9/16/55 

65-16756-63 





Franoo 


from 

Legat Paris 



*■ Careful consideration has oeen given to each source 
concealed and «T n symbols were utilized in this report only 
in those instances where the identity of the source must be 
concealed. / 



BOSTON 


At Boston, Massachusetts 


1. Will ) through appropriate sources, attempt to develop 
background information regarding WILLIAM A. ROSE, born October 13, 
1876, Boston, Mass. 

2. Will check attendance records of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology to ascertain if WILLIAM A. ROSE attended 
that institute and report any available information. 

- 12 - 
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LEADS (CQWT'D) 
LOS ANGELES 


At Los Angelos, Califurnia 


and £ 


1. Will co nt a ct l 

Hregarding tho subjeot, 






A.t La Verne, California 


, __Will attempt to locate I H 

at I I to interview her concerning hoi? knowledge 

of subject's activities and associates giving particular emphasis 
to subject's employment and destination when he departed the US 
during October, 19i|N. 


NEWARK 


At Bound Brook, New jersey 


<Y 


Vjill attempt to locate^ 


1 


Bound 


Brook, to interview him concerning his knowledge of the subject's 
activities and employment with the Raven Electric Company. Also 
develop any information concerning the subject's relations with 
BEMJAIilN W. LASSEN, owner of the Raven Electric Company, and 
WILLIAM *. ROSE, Consulting Engineer for that company during 
I9h2. 


b 


7 C* 
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LEiiDS (CONT'D) 

NEWARK (CONT’D) 

At Rutherford, Now Jersey 

Will make inquiry at 71 Ridge Koad to ascertain if 
/ r WILLIAM u. ROSE resided at that address; if so, develop all 
. pertinent information. In event WILLIAM A. ROSE is unknown 
to the presont occupant, and if that occupant's residence is 
subsequent to 19l|5, will ascertain owner or occupant of residence 
for period 19U2 - 19bS and attempt to locate and interview 
regarding WILLIAM A. ROSE. 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

At Washington, D,C. 

1. Will attempt to locate ARNOLD KRaMTSH, at 3633 Everett 
Street, Northwest, to interview him regarding his knowledge of 
subject's activities and associates. 


._2. Will locate and interview!_| 

I _ I regarding his knowledge of 

, activities and political sympathies of FRANCISCO FETRinOVIC and 
’ylattor's operation of ATC, New York City. 

3. Will contact! |rogarding the subject, 


BALTIMORE (INFORMATION) 

At Baltimore, Marylan d 

One copy of this report has been designated for Baltimore 
inasmuch as that office is presently conducting investigation re 
this case. 

- Ill - 
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LEAPS fcONT'D) 
NEW YORK 


JJr, 4 
vi *t 


Vt*-/ 4 At New York, New York 

^ - -- - - 

* i<5 * 1. Will upon receipt of Bureau authority, interview 


* *" 5n> ^ 
:i ? j^'k- 


2. Will attempt to locato r 

""I Bronx, to interview him regarding tho subject. 


A* ^ 


3, Will recontact I I in an offort to 

identify the electri cal engine ering professo r at KTT. 
who was described byl I as a friend of 


/ k 

r6vic ' w indices regarding FRANCISCO FtTRINOVIC 
to dovelop any information which might assist this investigation. 


; .■'J-fcT.trJ 

"- 1 ‘••*?&) f n 


roferonces by subject for 


.ast known address 
listod as 


. T»'i* 

<1 . f 4 P fi 




,/ _6 . Will ro con tact I 1 

~l Bronx, and display a photograph of | 

_| in US during 19lj]j, in an 

effort to establish that subject was in contact with him. 


- 15 - 
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4 • 


* M. 


LEADS (CORT'D) 

<^ U| . NEW YORK (CO^J. 1 >D) 

• ; t ' f t/ 

(' Jr* j 7 • Will recontact [ 

/ No. 35, Bronx, regarding any 
^concerning the subject. 


additional information no may have 


Engine Company 
no m 


< » * 

✓a . 


v , 


8 . Will recontact I I ATC, re¬ 

garding correspondence files of that company for tho year 19It8. 


informants t 1 I 

i 

■ 



and 


* - 

*.7 


REFERENCE 


MY report of 


] 9/16/55, 


b7C 
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Request for Mail Cover 
FD-227 (12-10-54) 



J 



To t Director, FBI (65-62911) 


From : SAC, LOS ANGELES (65-6124) 

■fh 


Subject: GEORGEKO VAL 
ESPIONAGE-R 


Dat et 11-1-55 

Attention: 

IX | Domestic Intelligence Division 
I i Investigative Division 


Name: 

Address: 

Type of Mail: 
Type of Cover: 


PEARL^SILVER 


1209 North Orange Grove Avenue, 
First class 
Return address 


Los Angeles, 


California 


/ 

Period Covered: 30 day 

Purpose of Cover:Ascertain if subject, GEORGE KOVAL, is in contact with 
his aunt, PEARL SILVER. 


Justification: (Comment on necessity, desirability, productivity, possibility of embarrassment to Bureau . 
If necessary continue on extra page. ) 


The whereabouts of KOVAL is unknown* Bureau letter to New 

York, dated 4-7-55# sta '.os in part that every attempt should be 
made to determine suhjnnt’s possible re-entry into the United States 
subsequent to his depr retire in 194®* & letter states that from 

inf ©mat ion developed to date, it appears quite possible that 
GEORGE FOt^L accompanied other members of his family to Russia in 
1932 where be was recruited into the Soviet Intelligence Service, 
trained and dispatched to the United States in the latter part • of 
1940 or very early part of 1941* No embarrassment to. Bureau 
anticipated* 





j f 








Postmaster to whom Form FD-115 will be directed i-f^authorized: 


Los Angeles, California 


~~(*i 'i ’?/! 




n 

V 1 5 19 * 

COMM.ctT 






■equest for Mail Cover AuthotSJktion 
FD-227 (12-10-54) * 






To x Director, FBI (65-62911) 

From : SAC, I£S ANGELES (65-6124) 

Subject: GEORGE EOVAL 
ESPIONAGE-R 


Date: U-l-55 

Attention: 

Domestic Intelligence Division 
I 1 Investigative Division 


Name: 

Address: 

Type of Mail: 
Type of Cover: 


EUGE 


3j|pt 


EVER. 


Jj.8ll North Rosewood Avenue, Los Angeles, California 
"“Apartment 7 “ 

First class 

Return address 


Period Covered: 30 day 

Purpose of Cover: Ascertain if subject, GEORGE KOVAL, is in contact 
with his cousin, EUGENE SILVER. 


Justification: ( Comment on necessity, desirability, productivity, possibility of embarrassment to Bureau. 
If necessary continue on extra pages) 


The whereabouts of /ILftTCL is unknown. Bureau lot tor to low 

fork, dated 4-7-5--» states In pert that every attempt should be 
made to- determine subject*# possible re-or;try into the United State* J 
aubaeqoeat to hi* departure in 194^* *- lettar states that fross JLA^ 

infemetion developed to date, it appears quite possible that 
T.CJn. K0** e L seceftpanled ether sawders of bis feslly to dos3ia in 
1932 where he was recruited Into the Soviet intelliconce Service v 
trained end dispatched to the United states In the letter part of 
1940 or ver? early pert of 1941. ho eatbarrswaant to bureau 
anticipated. 


A1 T « 

IVOJiiu Aj 

Divm 

n 



r 

^ .j 


sSjjim&L' 10 




Postmaster to whom Form FD-115 will be dlreoted if authorized: 

(NDEXED-Bff 

Los Angeles, California r - rr \y-~ /, . 

'"=W3-' |- ’kp/f - 

F’OV 1 5 1955 I 

(f * * 

t 1 -- 


/ -n r 

y« 


57 /- 




*7 

* 


1 A JV 


-'V ,, 

-u V . _ -< . 


COMM-gat 



J* 


Request for Mail Cover Auth^j 

FD-227^ (12-10-54) 


Ization 


f v 

l/''\ 


, / To : Director, FBI (65-62911) 
From /^SAC, LQS ANGELES (65-6121+) 
tf^OVAL 


Subject! GEORGI 

ESPIONAGE-R 


Date: 11-1-55 

Attention: 

DTI Domestic Intelligence Division 
I I Investigative Division 


Name: SARAhKbEGUN . 

J? y K>~ * 

i 

Address: 916 North Alfred Street, Los Angeles, California 

Type of Mail: First class 

Type of Cover: Return address \ 


Period Covered: 30 day 

Purpose of Cpveri Ascertain if subject, GEORGE KOVAL, is in contact 

with his aunt, SARAH BEGUN. 


Justification: (Comment on necessity, desirability, productivity, possibility of embarrassment to Bureau. 
If necessary continue on extra page.) 






The whereabouts of GEORGE KOVAL is unknown. Bureau letter to New 
York, dated 4"7-55* states in part ✓that every attempt should he 
made to determine subject’s possible re-entry into the United States I 
subsequent to his departure in 1948* A letter states that from 
information developed to date, it appears quite possible that 
GEORGE KOVAL accompanied other members of his family to Russia in 
1932 where he was recruited into the Soviet Intelligence Service, 
trained and dispatched to the United States in the latter part * of 
19i+0 or very early part of 1941* No embarrassment to Bureau 
anticipated. 


Xis i— — 

±i±l±L 







32-2- */># 

*‘£.Q ' ' t 'U-()8 / r, 

Postmaster to whom Form FD-115 will be directed If authorized: / L 

f , , K lijsSB 

Los Angeles, California r , > * 

J t -/S ~s<r^ 
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FD-36’ (6-21-55) 


* 




Transmit the following message via AIRTEL 
_AIRMAIL 


4 


t 

Date: 12 / 22/55 (jth 


(Parity or Method of Mailing) 

w ji/ From SApf HOUSTON (65-712) 

To: Director, ebi (65-62,911) m and sac, new york (65-3.6,756) m ' 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

New York - Origin 


1 


P 

v 


% 

IK 


Re Chicago letter to Bureau, 11/17/55. 


H 


pa -hhati 


A 

_±he_ 


ind 
one 

195 _ 

COMPANY in Houston. 


review of the Houston City Directory 


address at 


f 


Hand has Been so occupied since early 
Jwas listed as a buyer for ARMOUR AND 


s occupied by 


1955, [ 


On December 19, _ _ 

Clerk. Office of the Superintendent of Mails, advised SA 
I ~l that she had no change of address listed 


for GRAC E GERTZ LUBOR or SAM GERTZ, formerly of 4823 Eppes, 
However. 1 I advised there had been a chan ge of 

address in August 11, 1953. from 4823 Eppes for one j ~| 

, Las 


Vegas, Nevada. 


J Nellis Air Force Base, Las 


r 


and^ 

the|_ 


•TtTTSfc 


on Dec 
I advised SA [ 

3 " 


On December 20. 1QSS.[ 


1 thatI 
a that" 


1 


esided next door. He stated that at present 
are on a vacation trip and as best he could 


] 


recall, they had lived at that address 3ince the latter 
part of 1953. Prior to that, the house w as occup ied for a 
short time by a young Air Fo rce man named l I but he 

had been transferred. I l adviaed the name of1RACE 
LUBOR or SAM GERTZ was unknown to him. 


It is noted that I I may be the 

husband of GRACE LUBOR, mentioned in relet. However, 
information to verify this is not in possession of the 
Houston Office. C i 1 Irffe 

3 Bureau (65-62,911) RM uf 

2 New York (65-16,756 ‘ 


) -j) 1 -Houston ( 65 - 712 ) 

DWM: krs,— '*25 

A w ,ovtD. EilsiSOBt 

I' Hi it 


t 


Special Agent In Charge 


Sent 


. M Per 


i/ 







F B I 


Date: 12/22/55 


Transmit the following message via AIRTEL _ 
_ AIRMAIL 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


From SAC, HO 
To: BU, NY 

PAGE TWO 


It is further noted the change of address 
in Chicago for Houston was datpd r.nvpra i tnrmt.hs after the 
Houston change of address for I I 


| are 

individuals. 


Accordingly, leads to locate and interview 
left to the discretion of the office of 

Houston indices are negative on the above 


RUC 


BURTON 


Sent 


M Per 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum 

T° . t Mr* Tammj) ^ ' 

FROM * Mr* Belmont * > 

•X 


DATE: 25-52-55 




^Irdbjbct: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(Bufile 65-62911) 


ToUon — 
Board man . 
Kicfcals — 
Belmont — 

Hat bo-- 

Mohr _- 

Parsons — 

Rosen- 

Tamm'- 

Sizoo 


M 




v; 


, 1- • 


Winterrowd _ 

Tele. Room . 
Holloman — 
Gandy - 


George Koval, born 12-25-13 at Sioux City, y 

Iowa, is o suspected Soviet intelligence agent* In 
1948 he departed the U. S, for Europe and investigation a 
ha3 failed to disclose his present whereabouts* Pf \i 


On 2-4-43, upon induction into the U* S* Army, 
Koval's fingerprints were taken and subsequently for¬ 
warded to the Identification Division • 

ACTION : 

It is requested that <§fftop be placed on the - 
fingerprint file of George Koval in order that the 
Espionage Section may be advised immediately in the 
event any information is received indicating his where¬ 
abouts* 






y 


f't I 



EMG:eb 
(4) " 

b 









b7C 




Tickler 

9 


SAC, New Xcrk (65-16756) 


(orig • and 1) 


January 6, 1956 



Director, FBI (65-62911) 

RECORDED - 79 

GEORGE KOVAL 
, Si IONAGE - R 


For your information, flash notice 
has been placed in fingerprint file on subject 
in order that Bureau may be adui3ed immediately 
in the event any information is received indicating 
hi3 whereabouts • 



EMG:eb , 

W , v 


Tolson_ 

Board man_ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont_ 

liar bo_ 

Mohr _ _ _ 

parsons _ __ 

Rosen_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Holloman_ 

Gandy _ 
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iiTAFj&ARD FORM NO. 64 


7 n 


Office MeM^imdum • 


TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (65-6124) 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(00: New York) 


» 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

date: January 5* 1956 



Reference Los Angeles letter to Director dated May 3* 1955* 
Bulet to New York dated April 7* 1955* and. New York letter to Director 
dated October 12, 1955* 

Thirty-day mail covers have been placed on the following 
relatives of GEORGE KOVAL for the purpose of ascertaining possible leads 
as to his present whereabouts; 

PEAI&^SILVER, aunt, 1209 North Orange Grove Avenue, Los Angeles; 

EUGENE SILVER, cousin, 4811 North Rosewood Avenue, Apartment 7, 
Los AngOles; 

HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL, uncle and aunt, 15203 Hartsook 
Street, Sherman Oak&^Califomia; 

SARA^n^EGUN, aunt, 1425 North Formosa Avenue, Los Angeles. 

Results of these mall covers are not complete as yet. 


« 




Investigation conducted at Corcoran, California, during 
November and December 1955 to asce rtain the current whereabouts o f | I /& 

" ~1 cousin of GEORGE KOVAL and |~~ | above, ^ 

| as follows: ^ 


was conducted by SA| 

Yb ftRfPvhftftfct[ 


]has recently married one 


Vi 

o 


. has resided at both Oakland. Cal ifornia, and 
Los Angeles during the recent months. I I is employed as a 

ranch foreman for the J* G. Boswell Ranch Company a t Corcoran. Californ ia. S 
On Nove mber 18, 1955* shortly after Ms marriage to | | 

was transferred to Idle J. G. Boswell Ranch a t Marionette, Arizona, ^ \ 
formerly resided at| |Hanford, California. Vvj l 


\ 


HHW/sJm 
(7) 

Registered 
cc - (2) New York (65-16756) (Reg.) 

(2) Phoenix (65-New) (Enc* - l) (Reg.) 


iiiC0RCE3-:9|? (- J 'u! 


b 


b 


/- 




t j 


at 


<*/?' 









LA 65-6124 

I ~l Central California Tel ephone Ccmpsm y 

at Corcoran, California, advised on November 18, 1955 that ! 1 

had telephone service from April 1954 to June 1955* telephone number 
694M, and from July 15, 1955 tn Sant.gm'bgr 1955, telephone number 
632M. He furnished ta I records of long distance 

calls made by I I from, these number s, which total forty-four* 

The majority of these calls were made from | | 

both at Oakland and at Los Angeles, California. Those telephone calls 
made to other persons identified from these records are being checked 
through the Los Angeles indices and identifying information concerning 
these persons will be Included in a forthcoming report. None of these 
calls appears to be identified with the subject. 

A mail cover on ) I 

has refl ected that mail was received on December 5. 1955 from I I 

\ Marionette, Arizona. 


A mail cover on HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL, as reflected above, 
beginning on November 26, 1955, reflects numerous correspondence of both 
commercial and personal nature. It is noted that this mall cover 
reflects that on December 5 , 1955 a communication addressed to GOLDIE 
GURSHTEL, 15203 Hartsook Street, Sherman Oaks, California, was received 
from M^NKOVAL. S^Cayetano,_F«C.G.R., Repu blic of Argen tina. The post¬ 
mark on tMs~bammunlcation was not’legible. On December 9, 1955 a 
letter was received by GOLDIE GURSHTEL Air Mail from Israel* Saider’s 
name was illegible. 

For the information of the Phoenix Office, the following is 
being set forth: 


This investigation is predicated on information that subject 
was born Sioux City, Iowa, December 25, 1913, December 25, 1914, or 
' September 25, 1914, and resided with his parents, ABRA HAM.and ETHEL D ] - 
>^KOVAL, at 619 Virginia Street, until 1932 when the entire family, in¬ 
cluding two additional brothers, ISAIAfi^OVAL and GABRIEInKQVAL, departed 
the United States for Russia to settle in'Biro-Bidjan Region^"" 


__Information, was since developed that GEORGE KOVAL was employed 

I I at the Raven Electrical Company from 1939 to 194-3, 
entered the United States Army, and was assigned to Manhattan Pr oject at 
Oak Ridge. Tennessee, with access to highly classified material. I I 


| KOVAL'S whereabouts and activities since 1948 are 

presently unknown. 


b 


7 C* 
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The Bureau has advised by letter dated April 7, 1955 that from 
Information developed it appears quite possible that GEORGE KOVAL 
accompanied other members of his family to Russia in 1932 where he was 
recruited into the Soviet Intelligence Service, trained, and dispatched 
to the United States in the latter part of 19^0 or very early part of 
1941. The Bureau has stated it is of extreme importance to determine 
(l) when and how he returned to the United States, and (2) the exact 
circumstances surrounding his assignment to the project at Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee, The Bureau has further instructed that every attempt should 
be made to determine his possible re-entry into the United States subse¬ 
quent to his departure in 1948. Bureau instructed Los Angeles to con¬ 
duct investigation to determine present whereabouts of KOVAL * s relatives 
and to consider the advisability of interviewing those presently residing 
in the Los Angeles area. 


For information of the Phoenix Office, HARRY GURSHTEL, GOLDIE 
GURSHTEL, and PEARL SILVER are all known to be affiliated with the Bnma 
Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women's Clubs from early 1954 to the present 
date. 


The following is a description of GEORGE KOVAL taken September 3> 
1931 from the files of the Woodbury County Sheriff's Office, Iowa; 


Name 

Address 

Race 

Sex 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Marital status 
Born 


GEORGE KOVAL 

617 Virginia Street, 

Sioux City, Iowa 

White 

Male 

17 (1931) 

6 ' 

175 lbs. 

Brown 

Brown (wears glasses) 

Medium 

Single 

Sioux City, Iowa, 


, Phoenix is requ ested to place a thirty-da y mail c over on|_| 

'A./- | “I possibly receiving mail at[ | Marionette, 

v a, Arizona, and employed for J. G. Boswell Ranch Co mnanv. Los A ngeles 

indices reflect no information identifiable with | | Upon com¬ 

pletion of mail cover and a telephone toll call c over, Phoenix will 
consider advisability of interviewing ! 1 in line with those 

instructions set forth in Bulet dated April 7, 1955, described above. 


b 






% 

» 



LA 65-612J+ 



Prior Bureau authority should be obtained. One photograph of GEORGE KOVAL 
is being forwarded as an enclosure. 


| JTj OtviAW £/*d/ o ( 

Los Angeles will continue the investigation and upon completion 
of mall covers requested will set forth information identifying corres¬ 
pondents of subject's relatives and will advise the Bureau of the 
advisability of conducting interviews of these relatives at Los Angeles 
in accordance with those instructions contained in New York letter to 
Director, October 12, 1955, and following the directive of the Bureau 
set forth in Bulet to Los Angeles, October 25, 1955* 
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Front Jor,n Edgar hoover, birector 

Federal Bureau of Invast lotion | . 

^uhtorti a®riRtj2 icnv * Tnf0A>W/O^ /S C/rtSS»&** P*'" 

IQr 0 * C 5 P 36 o- r - 6 A- 

Investigation in this aatter ha* diedeeed that cm 12-5*>5 
Goldie Gurstei, Bbera&n Oaks, California/ sunt of George Kovr l, 
received & caeasunicstio.. fraci "H. Kovel/ £• Cayetano, J. C, G. ri., 
Republic oi’ Argentine.*" Frost prior reports forverdted to you in t is 
Batter it appears quite possible ti4»t t e out <or of this ccEsaunic&tioti 
say in fact be George Xovui w use whereabouts since 1946 is unknown. 


Xxnas&zue 
subject in 


as circiesstances indica te t.'is orobebla laollcutlou 



For y» - ur convenience 2 copies of esc ■■ of 3 P- .otogr»p e of 
George Koval arc att®ce< ! - »*»<? is description is set fort below* 
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that subject probably best known to 


CCNY^ advised I 
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CCNY, end[ 
attended 
I 1 while 


college 


I a. CCNY graduate 
with KOVAL. Subject and 
students at CCNY, assigned 
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who 
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project ^pf dismantling classified bo mbs light. 
Assignment of project m ade by either T 1 


8 
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oil; 
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_ fa cultv members, CCNY. 

__l advised | 1 that subject 

U. S. 194o, f or Eur ope ultimately 
for Israel. I I stated subjects 

of young men whose 
followed a 
of view". 
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c- p 
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departed 
destined 

AS TP class, CCNY, consisted 
political thinking as a group 
i d laLiiberal and pro-Com munist point 
. _ J : H l adv ised empl oyed wj th Raven Electrie 

a^wj.fr/^J^J^ComDany, 1940 to 194 I. I “[ identified 

as GEORGE KOVAL who was 
Company early 1941$ 
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*-**-*& 

RJ3L 


t 






7 


omoany, 1940 to 191 
photograph of subject 
employed by Raven Electric 

‘unable to furnish information regarding subject's back- 
ground, activities, or po litical beliefs . 

Results of recontact wi 

I Atlas Trad-ing Corporation, NYC, and 

_ I NYCFD. Bronx . NY, set 

th. / Mo re core nfi 


l f -VL. 
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To 

at_ 

unknown to[_ 
knowledge of 


_I residence 

Bronx, YY. Subject 
I and informants having 
certain phases of Soviet espionage 


activities in U.S. and Europe 
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DETAILS: 


INTERVIEW WITH 


I I Department of 

Electrical Engineering, Colle ge of the City of New York 
(CCN Y), was in ter v i ew ed by SASl I 

and I |on November 1955* and advised 

the roixowing: 1 

He recalled G EOR GE KOVAL as a member of the Army 
Specialised Training Program (aSTFT, CCNY, during the 
approximate period 1943~1944 i and later as a student 
in the Electrical Engineering Department, CCNY, from 
1946 through 1948* KOVAL attended labcratury classes 
regularly during the latter period and is recalled as an 
"extremely able student of exceptional intelligence". 

KOVfL was further described as a quiet and serious student 
who had few, if any, close associates among the student 
body and faculty members at CCNY. Of those with whom 
he had a ny contact at all it is believed he was_haal_ 
known to I la fellow student, andl I 

li d _ I who 

Is presently employed at CCNY In that capacity. 

KOVAL and l I while students at CCNY, 

were assigned a highly technical project of dismantling 
a bombsight, which project was assigned to them by eLther 


present head of that department.The reason and 
justification of assigning a i.'roject involving 
a classif ied pieco of equipment to students are unknown 

to I I 


|_|described Ms association with. KOVAL as 

being restricted to that of instructor - student 
relationship and therefore was unable to comment 
concerning KOVAL'S political beliefs and backgrou nd. 

He recalled that during 1948, I j advlsed 

him that KOVAL was planning to depart the United States in 194® 
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for Europe with an ultimate destination of Israel. H3 
also recalled that KOVAL had a '’contact" for the purchase 
of electrical appliances and equipment at an electrical 
retail store located on the corner of Flatbush Avenue 
and Lafayette Street, Brooklyn, New York. He believ ed 
that the store, the title of which is unknown tol j 

is presently located at the same address. - 

I I stated -chat it is his opin'on that the 
subject's ASTP class at CONY consisted cf young men 
whose political thinking as a group followed a 'liberal and 
pro-Communist point of view." He described the ASTP at 
CCNY as a "drastic mistake made oy the U. S. Army" in that 
it selected a college reputed to have a faculty in fested 
with'pro-Communis t and liberal-minded'*individuals. I | 
declared he was unable to furnish specific information 
concerning his above mentioned opinion and allegation. 


INTERVIEW WITj 

l , 1 

Queens Vi11fige T T.nng; Tslanrt r TJftw Ynr4f. wss 1 nt.ftrffl flwa d 
on he comber 21. 199 ^,. by SAs I and 

I and advised the following: 


He was employed by finmnanv 

(HEC) loca ted in New Yo rk City, | I 

I_ I from approximately the spring of 191^0 until late 

1941• He stated he obtained the employment by answering 
a want advertisement and noted that he had been working 
In Hudson, New York, prior to his employment with the 
TtbC. He was one of three employees, originally .hd n a d hy 
I I He identified one of the/ employees as | | 

| but could not recall the identity > 
of the third employee. He described the REC as a wholesale 
and retail electrical outlet having a sales contract with 
the Genoral Kinni-.r1 ^ Company for the sale of light bulbs. 

He described ! I as a "P 00 ** busi nessman who was hinde red 

in the operation of his bus iness by! - 

He had no reason to suspect ! H of being involved In 

subversive activities. 



b' 
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Ho identified a pas snort photograph of the 
subject, taken during 194&> as GEORGE KOVAL who was 
employed with the REC during early 1941* He worked viith 
KOVAL for approxi mately sev en months, but had little * 
contact with him. | |recalled KOVaL as a quiet, in¬ 

tell igent individual w ho apparently was closely acquainted 
Mlth r ~l did not recall any Information 

background, activities, or political 
not recall an incident or a statement 

the possibility 
that 


concerning KOVAL'S 
beliefs. He could 
made by KOVAL or[ 


that 


by y 

thA 


were related. 




;gestod 

stated 


[ 


at £ 


and might 
nature of 

stated 


oy 

by 


tne 

the 


__ his father, 

^__^ _realding 

I bronx. Rew York’, knew i in Russia, 

possibly have some information con cerning t he 
the relat ionship be tween IIOVAH, endl I 

thatl I 


Avenue, Queens, Long Island, New York, was employed 
REC, 1944'1945* and his father, FRANK, was employed 
KEC for a few months during 1943* 


_ I I stated he did not know WILLIAM a.^ROSE 

or I I and denied having knowledge that he, 

I I bad been considered as a replacement for GEORGE 

KOVAL'S position with the REC during the summer of 1942. 

Hu emphati cally stated that he had no further contact with 
the REC or | 1 after ho left the company 

during the latter part of 1941« 



I I a confidential source abroad, advised 
tho foil owing info rmatio n during July, 1952 attri¬ 
buted to | | whom l | has described as having 

supplied accurate inrormation in the past, but 
who has not alwtys supplied complete information 
and has apparently withheld inforxratl on on various 
o cc ur ions. 
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I who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, furnished information on hay 9* 
1953* which reflected that WILLInM hOOE, 
Contractual Electrical EngineeriqgConsultant with 
the hEC during July, 1942, had information 
concerning the subject's employment viitta. the 
EEC. 



□ 

rmatii 


information on Me 
on June 22, 19l|2, 


| previously mentioned, made available 
on on May 9. 1955. which ye fleeted t.h; 


catoi 


rersey, wore described by 


lyn, New York, 'and I 
| North PIairfield. Now 
l I as possible 


successors to KOVAL'S position at tlic b'JC. 


b2 

tel 

tel 


5 


O Q 






I I Newark, 

New Jersey, was interviewed at Newark, New Jersey, 
on March 3, 1952, by o Special Agent o f the Feder al 
Bureau of investig ation, at which time I I 

advised thi t ho an d I 

business at )t West ?2nd Stre et. New York City, 
assisted l I In establisning an 

elect rical supply business in Now York City around 
IQliQ. I Inot ed that he was introduced to 

I I whom he described as being 

friendly with the former. I I stated that he 


I ~1 Attorney 

handling tho general assignment of the hEC, in favor 
of creditors, made available on February 14, 1952, 
various books and •»< wpintinn -the operation 

of that compa ny to S/ | 1 and SA(A)| I 


■ 1 | 

_ Tho recor ds disclosed that| | 

| | New York City, was empioy< cl with the 

REC from November 1, 19l;0, to November 3, 1950. 


[ 


Street, Forest Hills. New York. 



al 




ZitL 


1 


an emplo yee 
Tonk Cl tv. I 


advised S>.S[ 

1 


T 


on 


_ Tuly 19, 1950, 
of t he REG, resided at 
1 stated tout__ 


I I'r eQiK.ntlv p ral.sf.d tbr» principles of 
C >mm.unism and in i I opinion had attempted to 

influence his thinking in that direction during 
conversations he had with them. 


b* 



6 
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IN FORMATION FURNISHED BY I ~l 



— 7 - 


1 


_ 1 


t11as Trading Corporation (ATC), 17 Eattery 
Place, New York City i wag re contacted on December 27* 
1955, and ad7ised that the correspondence flies of 
the ATC for the year 194®, were stored In a warehous e 
located ct 97 Gold Street, Now York City. I I 

stated that he would advise the New York Office of 
the Fsderal Bureau of Investigation when the files 
would he available for review. 

The filus of the passport. Office, Department 
of State. Washington. Tj. C., as reviewed by Si. 

I ~ on July 27, 1954, and August 

2, 1954, reflected that issuance of a p;ssport for the 
subject was requested by a letter elated March 8, 194®, 
from the ATC, 17 Battery Place, New York City. 

Ilf SO rail T ION MJlflllSBED BY l I 

I I NEW YORK CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT, 

BRONX, NEW YORK _ 


I I New York City Fire 

Department (NYCFD), Engine Company #35, East 119th 
Street, Bronx, Now York, was recontacted on November 
29, 1955, and advised that ha recalls thtt the name 
GEORGE KOVAL was listed in the "New York Journal 
. American" (a daily newspaper) during the spring of 
1951 or 1952, as a winner of $500 in the Irish 
3weepst£kes. Mr. KOVAL stated that with the exception 
of the above, he is unahlo to furnish additional 

information concerning the subject. 

I I wcs originally interviewed 

riorinornlnp- t.hn snhir. nt nn August 6, 1954, bjr SA 
I I, at which time hi pointed 



\ 
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nut that mail apparently addressed to the subject had 
been delivered to him by mistake. 



REGARDING \ 






_l_ 

_ 1 

1955^ 

1 Bronx, Hew York, advised on November 2d, 
that his records reflect no record of tenanev 

forT^ 

_1 suggested thatl_1 

1 r 


Bronx, New York, bo contacted conceming" ^^^^^^^^^™n 


c 


]described above, 
2190 


at r 


at her place of business, 
on November 28, 1955* and 
records for the apartment 
Bronx, for the years 1940 to p resenFT 
reflect a reside nce record for | 
surname | ~| 


was contacted 
Broadway, New York City, 

made. a review of tenancy _ 

house 


which failed to 
| or for the 


AS TP class, ccnY, 
May 25, 1955, that 
instructor, CCNY, 


f 


| a me 

advised Si 


nem 

IL 


tbor of the subject 


IQ 

J on 


947-194^j was closely acquainted 


with the subject during the period 1946-194®* 


£ 


CCNY , advised 
t ha t L 


"gif 


I Payroll Office, 
1 on October 26, 1955 * 

]at that university 


from September, 194& until his resignation, e ffective 
August, 1940* At the time n f his 


listed his 
Bronx, New 


home re si dene - ; as 
York. 


b 


-7 r * 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

] a confessed former Soviet espionage 
agent who operated until 1937 in the United State s and 
Europe. was contacted on December 13, 1955* tty &ii | | b 

| and advised that the subject's photograph and 
name were unknown to her* 

Informants, having knowledge of certain phases 
of Soviet espionage activities in the United States and 
Europe, were contacted during November and December, 1955* 
regarding the subj« ct with negative results. 



- P « 
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INFORMANTS 


Date of Activity Agent to 

Identity And/or Description Date whom 

of Source of Information Received Furnished 



July, 

1952 


OA-mOrb ON* C/^SCtfied i"i^" 

Cl'i Sers 1,^,3 

)e ^ crr& 1- 3.0 





11 / 6/53 


File Number 
where 
Located 


b7C 



ADMINISTRi-TT VIl FAGS 


- 10 




NY 65-16756 



TFPORM/ .NTS (CONT'D) 


Date of Activity Agent to File Number 

Identity And/or Description Date whom where 

of Source of Informati on Rece ived Furnished Located 



Informants contacted regarding subject with 
negative results: 


Informant *s Date Date Agent to 

Name _ Cont acted Received whom Furnished 



11/14/55 11/14/55 sa 

11/15/55 11/15/55 °>A 





ADMINISTRAT IVE PAGE ( 2-:ii ! »D) 


11 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 

Informant's Date 

Nome_ Contacted 

I 11/16/55 

11/22/55 

12/6/55 


Date 

Agent to 

Received 

whom Furnished 



11/16/55 

SAl 




11/22/55 


12/6/55 

-zA _ 



Careful consideration has beer? given to each 
concealed source, and T symbols were utilized in this 
report only in those instances where- the identities of 
the sources must be concealed. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

When interviewed. ! I 

volunteered the following background information which 
will be set forth in order to differentiate him from his 

i i 

of interest to instant investigation: 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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NLW YOhK 




At Brooklyn, Mew York 

1. Will attempt to locate electrical retail 
store on corner of PI at Lush Avenue and. Lafayette 
Street, Brooklyn, New York, to make inquiry concerning 
subject. 


At Bronx, Now 3cork 

lini aaii au\ \ 


and subject. 

.__Will rooontacti | 

|_ I Eronx. and dis play 

fi r^Vin-hqgraoh Of I I 

|_fin United States during 1944* In an affort 

to establish that subject wap In contact with him. 

At Quoens, New York 

1. Will n-ht.pmp-h tn 1 nxits I | 

■it hi3 reported residence ! | Queens, 

Long Island, New York, to interview him concerning the 
subject. 



b' 


At New York, New York 


1. Will, at offico of "Now York Journal- 
American", attemnt to identify the GEOftGZ KOVaL who 
reportedly was listed ’ n that newspaper during the 
spring of 1951 or 1952, as tho winner of $ 500,00 in the 
Irish Sweepstakes. 

2. Will,at GGNY . attempt to develop additional 

background data concerning ! H to ascertain 

his present whereabouts to interview him concerning the 
subject. 


ADMINISTh/ TIVK PAGE (CONT.’D) 
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LEADS (CONT'D) 

NSW YORK (CONT’D) 

At New York, Now York (Cont’d) 


3. Will, at 97 Gold Street, New York City, 
review 19lf6 corrospindence files of the Atl<-s Trading 
Corporation to develop information concerning the 
subject’s alleged affiliation with that firm. 


£ 


if. Will interview fo llowing faculty member s 
CONY regarding the sublet: T~ 1 


#5« Will recontact I I in an 

effort to identify the electrical engi neering 


professor a t MTT . 
friend of 


who wtifl daagribod 


by[ 


as a 


Will review indices regarding FRANCISCO 
PETRINOVIC to develop any information which might 
U3si3t this investigation. 


*7. Wil l make inquiry at CCNY regarding las t 

Vnnt.m liHfi^aa for I I 

_| listed as references by subject for AEG. 


b' 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA[ 


11/18/55, Now York. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PaGE (CONT'D) 
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3 rANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memwandum • united states government 


% 


TO 


FROM 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

SAC, HEW YORK (65-16756) 


DATE: i/ii/56 


SUBJECT: GEORGE ICO VAL 

ESPIONAGE'-!' 




Re Houston airtel 12/22/55 to Bureau# 

- 

Referenced airtel reflects that I_ 


1 mls-Hibj.y 


identifi able as husband of^_ 

.1 I on R/lT/C* indicated cha nge of address from 

I I Houston. Texas, top | 

Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas, Nevada* 

LEAD 

SALT LAKE CITY 


At Salt Lake City, Utah 
Attempt to locatef 


Hat T.ica Vflg 



_ . da to 

determine if he is the husband of I | 

'\J ; if so, and in absence of derogatory Information, Interview 
f latter regarding her knowledge of subject*s background 

and activities with emphasis as to whether or not subject 
returned to Russia in 1932 with his family* 

Information regarding the subjects last known 
departure from US during I 9 I 4.8 and his present whereabouts 
should be developed* Id entify all so urces of information 
regarding KOVAL known to I and ascertain 


whether KOVAL has been In contact with relatives in US. 

Ascertain whereabouts of S AM - GJ3 RTZ, subjects uncle, 
and set out necessary leads to locate and interview him* 

Investigation concerning subject has established 


b 7C 


\ 

s ' * 

V 


(Hi 

(RM^ 


2-Bureau (65-62911) 

1- Houston (65-712) 

2- Salt Lake. City 

^ 6S ‘Wf J£ 

WCGiMXG 

( 6 ) 


RECORDED ■ 83 
INDEXED - 83 
\\* 


Jan * 




77 




2/X. 
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that during 194-2 he was employed u* tv> the Raven 

F.1 CoTmflntr- Ym-lr. NewV<vr»V.I | 

I During 1945 

he was employed in the Health and Physics Department of 
the Manhattan Project, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where he 
had access to material that could have varied from 
"unclassified” to ^ojDwwffSSjIn 194-8* while U| 

allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading Corporation, 

New York City* as a "commissioned representative,” he was 
issued a passport for travel to various European countries, 
which inoluded Poland. On 10/6/4-8, he departed the 
United States aboard the ”SS America" destined for 
Le Havre, Prance. His whereabouts since that period are 
unknown. Available background data developed in Sioux 
City, Iowa, reflects that KOVAL is a native born United 
States citizen of Polish derivation, who departed the 
United States in 1932 with his parents and brothers. 

He possibly resided in Russia, or outside the United 
States, from 1932 to 1939 or 1941* He was educated as 
an Electrical Engineer at the University of Iowa during 
1929 to 1932, and received a Bachelor of Electrical 
Engineering Degree at the College of the City of New 
York. 
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character of case 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


WILLIAM A. ROSE, who formerly raaldad ah. 22 Rldse Road, 


:x 


f 


O - 
O Cl 

i 

O 

l- „ . 


Bound Brook, 


i 


Rutherford, N.J., is deceased 
N. J., advised he does not know GEORGE KOVAL or WILLIAM A. ROSE.p. « 
I advised he was offered .job at RAVEN EL ECTRIC CO., New 
York City, N.Y., in 1942 bv I I which he refused 

to accept 




o » 

t-J M 

^ r-i 

*1 W 
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DETAILS: 


J-A -5 "6 
ff/S 


c\ 

s. 

0 


I 


tf 


_ who has furnished reliable information in the 

past, made available information on May 9, 1955, that WILLIAM 
A. ROSE, Contractual Electrical Engineer Consultant with the 
< RAVEN ELECTRIC COMPANY during July, 1942, had Information 
concerning GEORGE KOVAL’s employment with that company. The 
Informant advised that ROSE Identified himself by displaying 
a United States Coast Guard Card with Serial No. 712441, issued 
by the Port of New York. 

_ 

TJ I I Intelligence Section, 

^Unite d Stataa Coast Guard, on October 19, 1955, made available 
pS to SA l I the following information concerning 


b2 

b’7 


- c* 


b>7 


>4 ’ WILLIAM A. ROSE, which was reflected in the latter’s application 
jpHRIdated July 27, 1942, to the United States Coast Guard for an 
Identification Card: 
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Name: 

Address: 


WILLIAM A. ROSE 
71 Ridge Rd. 


Born: 

Occupation: 

Employer: 


October 



3.076 

3*tOKSO«-*rin6- 

i. • _ _ *1 


RAVEN ELECTRIC COMPANY 
11 West 25th St. 

New York City 


Coast Guard Identifies** 
tion Card (green) Serial 

No.: 031-712441, issued July 

20, 1942. 


advised slj 


I Rutherford. N.J., 
J on December 29, 1955, that 


she owned the residence at 71 Ridge Rd., Rutherford, N.J., 
from about 1941 to 1944> and that WILLIAM A. ROSE rented a 
room from her at 71 Ridge Rd., Rutherford, N.J., from 1941 
to 1944• She.stated*, that she received a letter from ROSE’s 
wife, BERTHAWLALLB^ROSE, 103 Hemmingway Rd., Boston, Mass., 
in 1949, stating that WILLIAM A > ^ROSE had died in the Spring 
of 1949. 


4 1 


made available 


irhich identified 


Infnrwfltlnn on Ma y 9, 1955* 




North Plainfield, 


N.J., as one of two.men who were being considered as the 
successor to GEORGE KOVAL’s position with the RAVEN ELECTRIC 
COMPANY, New York City, N.Y., In 1942. 


[ 


[ 


■ ■ 

Journ al Square . Jersey City, N.J., residence - Warr envill 
Road.I I ^ Bound Brook, N.J,, former residence -[ 


]26 


Bound Brook, N.J., former residence ,_ 

_„ Jorth Plainfield, N.J., advised on January It, 

1956, that he does not know GEORGE KOVAL or WILLIAM A. ROSE. 


VTjN TC* 


mm 


1 stated that he met| 

11Q COMPAN Y. New York Cl tv. N .Y.. in 19h2 
^ He stated that he. I I 


the RA 

through_ _ 

employed as a Sales Engineer by the JAMES R. KEARNEY CORP., 


] 


was 


b2 

b7 



-3 
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he would be about 65 or 67 to ats of age if he is still 
alive. He stated that l I would be able to furn ish more 

information concerning the RAVEN ELECTRIC COMPANY, I I 

and anyone that worked for the RAVEN ELECTRIC COMPANY if 
he is alive and can be located. 


|_| stated 

believe or suspect that 


subversive activity. 



had any reason to 
were involved in 


One I L . New York City, 

N.Y., was interviewed by 3A | January 30, b’7C 

1952, at which time he st ated tihat he had no information as 

to the whereabouts of the I _ I an d that h is last contact 

with them was in December. 1QS0. whenl l agreed to 

withdraw a law suit against him. I I s tated th e withdrawal 

agreement resulted from his offer to give l l a commission 

on some refrigerators he. I I had sold using the name of 

the RAVEN ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. ^ 


|[a confidential source abroadjjadvised that 
| has described as having supplied accurate 
information In the past but who has not always supplied 
complete Information and has apparently withheld information 



b2 

b7D 


bl 
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jg^CliosS/F/Cd Pe<~ OG« /<?T£Dtq 4-<£0 - 01 


The files of the Newark Office of the FBI 
no informa tion identifiable with WILLIAM A. ROSE and 
| mentioned above. 


onntMn 
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Identity 
of Source 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity Agent to 

And/or Description Date whom 
of Information Received Furnished 


File Number 
where 
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Careful consideration has teen given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in this report 
only in those instances where the identities of the 
sources must be concealed. 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

This report has been classified ir 5g3S¥€tr* r I 

JJTr t> (,/2-c /o f 

ISADS 


NEWARK 


At Newark. N.J. 


A. ROSE and 


JLL11 attempt to locate T 

l to interview hh n concerning the subject, WILLIAM 


I 


REFERENCES 


Report of SA I I. dated ll/l8/55» at 

New Yo rk. 

Report of SA I I dated 1/11/56, at 

New York. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. l 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT JJEW YORK 
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REPORT MADE BY 



ejm 

character of case 

ESPIONAGE - R 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


ARNOLD KRAMISH advised he attended CC NY, ih-ASTP with the 
subject in 1943 and 1944* He subsequently was employed at 
OakRLdge and lcew subject there. KRAMISH had no reason to 
question subject's loyalty to the U.S. and unable to furnish 
information concerning the subject's background except that 
he had worked for an electrical supply company. Sub ject last 
seen by KRAMISH in 1946 in NYC. I T unable 

to identify subject from photo. Background information 
on FRANCISCO PETRINOVIC. 

- RUC - 

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 

ARKOLD v X$AMISH, Senior Staff Member, Physics 
Division, Rand Corporation, 1625 I Street. NW« was inter- 
‘ vie wed on January ii. 195 6. by SAs I I 

and l I He advised that he entered the 

Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) at City College? 
of New York (CCNY) about August, 1943, and was a class- 
mate of the subject there for about a year after which 
both were transferred to Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where they 
were assigned to different projects. 

, er/i /Afl 

«3~/3-5U 
- . */S 
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3 - New York (65-16756) (RM) 
1 - Washington Field •> -j, 

6 3 feb m-mv" 


FEB v 


PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CO 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED)-- 



AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT T 

1 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE IQ— 
















WFO 65-6901/ 

V-'^RAKiSH Indicated that the subject was employed 
in Oak ridge, at the Clinton Laboratory on the Manhattan, 
project, whi£h project KRAMISH believed was classified 

KRAMISH did not know the subject*s specific 
: ‘ duties on this project but stated that he worked at the 

Health Physics Laboratory, KRAMISH indicated that he was very 
close to the subject both at CCNY and at Oak Ridge, He 
described the subject as the oldest in the ASTP group and 
a person who was hard drinking, liked women, and who knew 
New York City better than any of their group, 

KRAMISH had no recollection of the subject ever 
making any statements as to political beliefs and he was 
unable to recall any occasion arising in which KOVAL engaged 
in political discussion and he could recall nothing which 
would have made him question the subject’s loyalty. 

A fter getting o ut of the service KRAMISH advised 
that he and I I another member of the ASTP group, 

had met the subject in 1946 in New York., at a residence 
which he believed was on Valentine Street and since 1946* 
he has had no contact with the subject, KRAMISH knew nothing 
of subject's background prior to the time he attended CCNY 
in 1943> except that he had worked for some electrical 
supply company, KRAMISH advised that the following two 
persons were associates of the subject at Oak Ridge: 


On January 6, 1956, KRAMISH was recontacted and 
advised that the following persons were in the same/ASTP 
group at CCNY as the subject, and would know him: 








WPO 65-6901 



' r- 5; 


KRAMISH further advised that I | presently 

with the Atomic Energy Commission, Washington, D. 0., might 
possibly have been subject*s supervisor at Oak Ridge* 

I I Russian Section, Voice 

of America, united States Information Agency, who has dis- • 
played a broad knowledge of Soviet Intelligence operations 
up until 1937 and who was acquainted with a number of indi¬ 
viduals enga ged in this work. 

1956, by SAs|1 
and was unable so laenciry tne suoject from photograpn 3 or 
from his name* 


I I Atomic Energy 

Commission, Washington, D. C., was contacted telephonic ally 
on January 10, 1956, at which time he advised that he did 
not know the subject, but recalled that the subject had been 
at Oak Ridge prior to his arrival there*_ _y ( 


[ 


Re PRAKCI3CQ PETRINOVTC.f 


Street. HE. 


[ 




on. D* C. . was interviewed hy SAa|_ 
| on January 4* 1956* 



I H stater: lnet, xic believed FRANCISCO PSTBI- 

NOVIC was born in Dslmetl and prior to World War I, had 
0 OAO to South Arne rAc ? ♦ i^XBK knew nothing of PETRINOVIC • s 
personal background and advised that he had met him once 
about 1920 in Zagreb, when PETRINOVIC had a conferenc e with 
the then president of the Yugoslav Peasants* Party* I I 

stated that he was present at this conference but did not 
participate. He never again met PETRINOVIC, but knew him 
by reputation as a very wealthy man who had supportedJLLae_ 
ALEXANDER and later TIT0*s Communists in Yugoslavia* j j 

stated that he did not believe that PETRINOVIC followed any 
party lines but gave his support to the party in control / 
in Yugoslavia, with the sole purpose of bettering this country, 
concerning which he was very enthusiastic* 


According to I I PETRINOVIC had not been a 

supporter of the Croatian feasants' Party in the United 
States. He knew nothing concerning the Atlas Trading Company, 
PETRINOVIC*s business or business associates, as he had no 
contact with him in the United States* 


b' 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

Wn hairier to interview I 

I [ mentioned on Page 2, inasmuch 

as Washington Field Office is unaware of the extent of 
investigation conducted by the New York Office. 

RgRBBEHCE 

Report of SA I 1 . dated 

November 18, 1955> at New York, 

Los Angeles airtel to the Director dated 
November 14» 1955- 

Bureau letter to Hew York dated November k« 

1955. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

rtS° : Director, FBI (65-62911) (REGISTERED) DATE: 1/25/56 

SAC, Phoenix (65-831) 


FROM 


o 


subject GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(00 - Ngw York) 


TfhxJ 


Type of Wail: All mail received at that box. 

Type of Cover: Return Addresses. 


Attention: 

l 30 * 1 Domestic Intelligence Division 
f ~1 Investigative Division 



% 


r" 

tO 


% 


<jr 


m 



Period Covered: 


30 days. 


*7 




Purpose of Cover: 



| |of GEORGE/KOVAL, subject of this case 

and suspected Russian Espionage^*#®. KOVAL'S whereabouts 
since 19 ) 4.8 presently unknown and it is thought ] | might 

be in contact with KOVAL. . , , , . . 

Justification: (Comment on necessity, desirability, productivity, possibility of embarrassment to Bureau. 

If necessary continue on extra page*) | | 

In Los Angeles letter to Phoenix, 1/5/56, it was pointed out that | I 

previously worked for J.G. BOSWELL Ranch at Corcoran, California, and was 
recently transferred to the J. G. B0S1VELL Ranch at Marinette, Arizona. This letter 
states KOVAL was quite possibly recruited into the Soviet Intelligence Service while 
he was in Russia from 1932 to 19U0-U1. KOVAL'S whereabouts since l'9ii8 unknown. 
Bureau instructed Los Angeles tc conduct investigation to locate and determi ne 
advisability cf interviewing relatives of KOVAL. It is noted that | | and 

~| whom he recently married, reside in a house belonging to the J.G. ^ 
BOSWELL Ranch Co., at Marinette, Arizona. Marinette is almost wholly ovmed by the^'^X 
J, G. BOS’vTELL Ranch Co. and consists of the offices and buildings of this company. 

(he homes are owned by the company and are used to house the company's employees._ 


b' 


he operators of the combination store and post office are|_ 


his is the only store in Marinette, Ariz ona.- Mjrs. MONKEAL is the Postmistress and 
R Thege^tWo individuals have_J)een contacted 

t.Hs past and havft nmvpn rfiliahje. j fr gd^ised that | | is the sole 


J 


ecipient of mail at[_ 


ijLe. 




ostmaster to whom Form FD-I 15 jwill^be^directe^f^authori?^^ 
ail Cover will be sent tc£ 


Bureau (65-62911) (Regis.j Qfi / 

1 - Me?/ York (OC0(65-16756)(Regis.) ' 

jry,- aqOPPROVTD SEE WOTE Off REVERSErSWided 

pj;* 10 Cato. 1ojAN^30jy^ 


2Theletter requesting the 

Jat Marinette, Arizona. 
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Office Memorandum • united stages governmen 


\ 


TO : 
FROM ; 
SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SA^iBM,T LAKE CITY (65-1237) 


DATE: 2/9/56 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Re New York letter 1/16/56. 

On 1/31/56, | IQST. Nellis Air Fo rce 

Base, Las Vegas, Nevada, advised SA I | that 

a check of the Base Locator Files did not reflect that 
I I is or has been stationed at Nellis Air Force 

Base. 

On 1/31/56 . r I o f Civilian 

"Personnel . Nellis Air Forcnjase^ - advTseciSA 

I that a search of ci vilian personnel records did 
not reflect that| | is or has been employed at 

Nellis Air Force Base. 


On 2/1/56. 1~ I Record Bureau, 

Las Vegas, Nevada, PDj and I fIdentif icatio n 

Bureau. Cl ark County SO, Las Veg as, Nevada, aavlsed SA | I 
I there was no record of| | in the files 

of their respective departments. 


On 2/l/56, records of the Credit Bur eau of 
Southern Nevada, Las Vegas, were chec ked bv SAI 

. n0 recor< } was located fori j 


RUC. 


] 


bl 



(27 Bureau (REGISTERED) 

1- New York (65-l67J?6) (REGISTERED) 
1- Salt Lake City 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, BOSTON (65-3981) 
georgeAtoval 

ESPIONAGE - R 



i 




UNITED STATES' GOVERNMENT' 


\ 


DATS* 2/13/56 



(00 - New York) 

Re Newark letter dated January 6, 1956. 


\ 



Birth records of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, State 
House, Bos ton, rassachu^etts. w ere reviewed on December 6, 
1955 by sa l 1 Page 188 of Volume 21%^ 

of the Birth Records indicated that one WILLIAM ALDENROS^ 
was born on October 13**3-876 at Boston, Massachusetts. , r 
His parents were liste^r’a^FABINfSSfeSE, born at Turner, Mijne 
and FANTY B^toEE, born Sastport, Maine. 

Alumni records and scholastic records of the Massachusetts 
institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, were 
re viewed on December 6. 1955 and January 17, 1956 by 
CA | [ No record was located for WILLIAM 

4 «. V C I I « ■* 



I ^ Credit Bureau of Greater Boston, 11 Beacon ' ‘ 

Street, Boston, Massachusetts, advised on January 27, 1956 
that she could locate no record for WILLIAM A. ROSE. 


personnel of the Massachusetts State Bosrd of Probation, 
Suffolk County Courthouse, Boston, Massachusetts, a central 
repository for all criminal conviction records.in the Common¬ 
wealth of Massachusetts, advised on January llj 1956 thft 
no record was located for ,J ILUA T * A. RO.E. 

* ** 

Referenced letter indicated than in 1949 ~. rs. T “TJTt-Tj. nAT.r.t-rv 
103 Mc^.enw ar _,trer».,, Boston, advisod l | 

I I Rut’ orford. New Jersey, that MILLIAM A, ROSE 

had died in 1949. 

A review of the Death Records, Stat e House. Boston, rsafl a- 
chusetts, on January 27, 1956 by sa| did 

not reflect any record for ROSE 1 s death. 1 




* • t 
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EJDiras 6* 

cc:, * New-York (65-16756)(RM) 
REGISTER!!) HAIL 


’ « /.j .Dei 
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BS 65-3981 


I _ I °oston, advised 

on February 3* 1956 that hrs. BERTHA BOSE had roomed at this 
apartment house several years ago. She stated lira. 30SB died 
in 1950 or 1951* She added that urs. ?vOSE had been separated 
from her huatand, b’lLLIA.* rtOSS, for many years, and that in 
1949 UILLIAi; 30AL had died in New York. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


V 


REPORTING OFFICE 

PHILADELPHIA 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NUT YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


0 

GBCRGS KOVAL 


DATE* 

5 /lli /56 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

3/29 jit/30 j5/ 9-10/56 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 

MEMcG 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


(/ Subject not known tc achlttod 

Wy fomr Soviet e spionage agenta. and presently inwpta * .t tt. st. penitentiary, 
C/ f/ Lewiaburg, Pa. |_ \ National Fraternity, 

VAe U«t 1 aa.A. __-_1 _ _J _ __L. 


Eta Kappa Nu, unable to locate a record of subject. 

- RUC - 

DETAILS! At Lewlaburg. Pa. 


J 




, ,~v 

*v 


^ s‘ VV (i 

Vvy f 




I_I Photograph of subject was exhibited t©| 

I_I admitted former Soviet espionage agents, and presently instates at the 

U. S. Penitentiary, on March 29, 1956, and May 9, Jl956, respectively, and 
both advised that subject is unknown to them* 


At Dillsburg, Pa. 


]on April 


APPROVED 


■ _, when contacted by SAf _ 

30, 1956, identified himself as the | | of the NatAenal Honorary 

Fraternity Sta Kappa Nu* He stated a search of the records maintained by him 
oentaining the names of pscmect and past members, both living and dead, failed 
to reflect the name of GEORGE KOVAL. 

fr! 
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Reference 


Report of 3k 


dated 3/22/56, at He* Torlu 
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65-629H 


Datei May 10, 1956 

To 1 Director (Orig & l) 

Central Intelligence Agency 
0*3O S Street, I. V. 
Washington, D. C. 


Front 

Subject 1 


Attention] Deputy Director, Plans 

Jbhn Edgar Hooter, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

OBORCafKOVAL 
ESPIOEACB - R 


BX COURIER SERVICE 


Reference prior ccsanunicatlons in this natter. 


As you are avare, ee are greatly interested in ascertaining 
the present whereabouts of George Komi, subject of this investigation. 



bl 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

« DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) date: 5/17/56 

LOS ANGEIES (65-6124) 

^UBJECT: 


TO t 


FROM 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(00-NY) 


a 




30 

El 

50 


1 

P3 


S "1 

L' ‘ v • -» 

*V •)" 

r: 


•3 ;4 q 


Rerep SA,_ 

and LA let to Director 3/26/56. 

Mp-———^— 


] 3/9/56, Los Angeles, 


Signet Laboratories, 
6lk Nrtnth » ? <er Av enue. Los A ngeles . Was Interviewed by 


f 


hi si 


5/8/56. [ 


advised that he and 


P i665^^trlp to Europe including a stop in 
Paris, JEcaxuie, in April, May and June of 1953 . He said k 

they returned to, the United States in June of 1953 aboard 
the ship "Llberte." He recalled attending a New Year's ^7 


Eve party at the home of[ 


LlllomlaZ 

trip. I 


in December mbi after 
I states he does not 


o 


9 

n 


A 


Road, Pacific Palisades^ Ca 
his return from the “Europe 

recognize a photograph of KOVAL as anyone known to him and 
failed to re call a con versation with a young woman regarding 
KOVAL at the I I New Year's Eve party in 1953. He 

was positive he had never met KOVAL during this trip to 
Europe and stated he had not previously travelled to Europe 
with his wife. 

He advised he was employed for the Manhattan 
Engineering District, Oak Ridge. Tennessee, from January 13, 
1945, to sometime in January 1946. This employment was in 
the Personnel Procurement Division. He stated he spent the 
majority of this year on the road pursuing recruits for 
employment at Oak Ridge and only visited Oak Ridge occasionally. 
He recalls no acquaintance with a person named KOVAL at any 
time and specifically recalls no acquaintance with KOVAL at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, in 1945. 

zl 


„_„ conferred with__ 

J by telephone. She confirmed the dates of travel to 


a 




Europe and could recall no meetings with anyone named KOVAL 
during this European tour or at Paris, Prance. She likewise 
failed to recall a conversation at the I I New Year's r * 

Eve party 1953 with a young woman regarding a person named 


/ 

/ 


/ 
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To: DIRECTOR, FBI 


5/17/56 


Re: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


(7'M' 


KOVAL, 
party with|_ 


then confirmed^ their preaenc e at the 
]by telephone. 


failed to recall any guests at this party named l I 
who had accompanied a young woman at the New Year's Eve party 
at which this conversation regarding KOVAL took place. 


advises he recalls no knowledge of contact 


with a nmw named R*v«n si ec tribal Corporation or a person h 


named 


and states he Is certain he has had 


no close dealing^ with this firm or person at any time. 

_ uL _L>^_ 


La Vernef California, was recontacted by SAT 
on5/l4/5o. She states she Is positive It was & Ne w Year' s 
party he ld In December l Q^O which she atten ded with[ 

it ] l < " 


at which she metl 


of Signet Laboratories. 




] 


She advises that after reflection on this matter _ 

either stated that he and his wife had met GEORGE KOVAL In 
Paris , France, during their recent trip there or that Mr. 

[ stated he knew GEORGE KOVAL and a mutual friend had 
stated hA had recently seen GEORGE KOVAL In Paris, France. 

J advises ordinarily such a conversation would 


be vague; however, due to the Importance that GEORGE KOVAL 
played In her life and the fact that this was the only time 
she had heard of GEORGE KOVAL since his disappearance in 
September 1948, It was sufficiently important for her tn _ 


remember and s he is positive of the dates and names of[__, 

I l as previously stated during the first interview 

by Bureau Agents. 


She recalled definitely that this 


knew 


GEORGE KOVAL at sometime previous an d she stat ed she Is 


reasonably certain that she and this 
about the same GEORGE KOVAL. 


were talking 


In view of the above discrepancies regarding the 
year in wfe lch the New Year's Eve party was held at which 

met l I claims visited Europe In 1953 - 

advised it was Decem ber 1950 when this conversation 


occurred" 


between she and 


fr 


regarding his rece nt trip to 


Europe) and the contradiction of acquaintance by[ 


of 


b7C 


b7C 
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To: DIRECTOR, FBI 5/17/56 

Re: QEOROE KOVAL 
Espionage - R 


KOVAL, additional Inv estigation Is felt war ranted to ascertain 

] visited Europe and 


the exact dates which! 
whether such a trip was made by him prior to December 1950. 


Washington Field Office Is, therefore, requested to 
search the records of the Passport Division, U. S. Department 
of State, for Information from their records pertaining _to 
the Passport and travel performed by I I 

specifically any information reflecting!_Itravelle d to 

Europe prior to December 1950. It is also noted that I I 

advised he attended the University of Basel in Switzerland 
in 1939 during which he obtained a doctor's degree in 
chemistry. 


For assistance of the Washington Field Office In 
checking records of the S tate D epartment. the following 
information pertaining to ! l ie set forth: 


b7C 
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To: DIRECTOR, FBI 


5/17/56 


Re: OBOROS KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Lob Angeles will locate and interview 
concerning his recollection of attending a New 

party with__ 

1Q50 and hi 0 kn owledge, if any, of the conver se 
I ladvises she had with I 


a New Ye ar's Eve 

in December 
onversation which 






MeWWfanduWl • united states government 



to S DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
s SAC, NEW YORK (65-16756) 



DATE: 


5/25/56 


ruBJBCT: georgAoval 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Transmitted herewith are five copies of the report 

dated and captioned as above. 


V 


,v 

F 



of SA|_ 

NY. 

In an attempt to ascertain the subject's present 
whereabouts, and since this investigation has disclosed some 
indication that he has been employed in Poland since his 
departure from the US during Oct., I 9 I 4 . 8 , the Bureau is 
requested to consider the advisability of contacting the US 

J ept. of State to ascertain if there is any record for the 
ubject at the US Embassy, Warsaw, Poland. 

To utilize all available sources to develop 
information concerning the subject's foreign residence since 
'Oct., 19 ( 4 . 8 , the Bureau is requested to consider the 
advisability of the following: 
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Contact , 

^Sdefectee, at Wash., U. 0 ., regarding the subject. 

u To assist the Bureau in the event the above-reques.ted 

* investigation is deemed advisable, the following brief summary of 
^information that has been developed concerning the subject is 
<V;noted: 

GEORGE KOVAL was employed by the Raven Electric Co. 

NYC, during the approximate period 19U.1 to 19ii3. The 


the investigation entitled, "UN SUB, was: Parade j, Jj!araday } ;. c 4 L , at 
ESPIONAGE-R. ” F t! ^ ],i£ 

KOVAL was inducted into the US Army on 2/l\./k.3> , yar 
during 19i4-5»was assigned to the Manhattan Engineer?rJQi 1 #tfc* t «* 1 | w | | [ . 
(MED), Oak Rljlge, -j\jhich assignment report e dr***"'” 
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LETTER TO DIRECTOR 


MAH' 2 r 


Re: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE-R 

lj! access to ^top^secfiet^ information. Recent investigation has 
disclosed that KOVAL was also assigned to the Dayton, Ohio 
area installation of the MED prior to his honorable discharge 
from the US Army in 1946. Following his discharge, KOVAL 
matriculated at the College of the City of NY (CCNY), where 
he was awarded a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering degree 
on 2/1/48. 

On 3/15/48, KOVAL was issued a passport for 
proposed travel to France, Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden, and 
Poland, as a representative of the Atlas Trading Corp. lATC), 
NYC. 


Investigation at the ATC, NYC, hasffailed to reflect 
a record of KOVAL's employment with that company, or his 
proposed travel abroad during 1948. 



bl 

b3 


Information furnished by an individual acquainted 
with KOVAL until the latter* s departure from the US during 
1948, suggests the possibility that KOVAL may have travelled 
first to Paris, France and then to Poland for employment in 
connection with hydro-electric pro ject in that country. In 
that connection. ! [ previously mentioned also 

apparently travelled to Poland with his family during 1950, 
to which country he travelled extensively from the US during 
the 1930*s. 

Departure manifest records of the "SS AMERICA," as 
reviewed on 5/9/55* reflect that KOVAL departed the US at 
NYC on 10/6/48, destined for Le Havre, France. 
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GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE-R 


He was bornini Sioux City, Iowg on 12/2 5/^* and i 
resided in that city with hiSKijarents, ABRAM BERKaHTOVAL. ( 
horn Poland, and ETHEL,/nee^SHENISKE, born Polanff7 *mtll J / 
aroundl932. During 1932or 1933, the entire KOVAL family,s 
including the subject and his two brothers, ISAIAH and 
^AjRRTRT.- reportedly departed the US for Russ ia. 


TfeS^RIPTION (19481 

Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 


Weight 

Build 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 
Marital Status 
Occupation 


georobCkoval , _ 
Male 7 

White ' 

12/25/13, Sioux Cit; 

170 lbs. h 

Tall and slender LL 
Brown 
Brown 

Medium-dark 

Single 

Electrical Engineer 


Iowa 


tfo SS 


for the 


Two photographs of the subject are being enclosed 





Report Form 
FR-72 (5-12-55) 


E X' 


s eNt ret 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 


NEW YORK 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


T/ x fJ vmnsgF. 25 - 

5/25/5 ^_27:5/3.7.8/56 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 


GEORGE KOVAL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS: 


Members subject's ASTP Class. CONY, as Id entified on 
photograph furnished bv I set forth. 

I Ace Electric Co.. NYC, ad vised • 
subject n ot formerly employed with that company. | ~| 

former member ASTP at CCNY, acquainted with KOVAL 
during 1943-19^^, unable to recall any information 
concerning subject’s former activiti es, suggesting latter 's 
Involvement in subversive activity. I 

recontacted and Identified unknown woman who app ears in 
photograph with su bject as I 1 nee 

I I u nable to furnish additional information 

regarding subject. I J recontacted and _ 

identified! I Chicago. Illinois. and | I 

~ | graduat e student at MIT, as former members subject 1 

ASTP Class, CCNY. I I recalled KOVAL had girlfriend 

in Dayton, Ohio during 1945, whom subject descri bed as 
11 someone h e almost married." Subject unknown to | 1 
I I former employee. Standard Lighting Fixture Co., 

B'klyn, NY. .Subject identified as applicant for position 
at Amitas Corp., NYC, during 19^8. I 1 

CCNY, unable to furnish significant informat ^ffi i re subjeotl s 
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SYNOPSIS (CONT’D) : 

past activities. No record B VS. NYC, re report ed death of 

WILLIAM A. ROSE during 19^9. I .1 former- 

employee. Raven Electric Co., identified ! 

Jersey City, NJ, as probably havi ng detailed informati on 
re relationship between KOVAL anq_| 

- P - 


DETAILS : 


Information Furnished By 


SA 


recontacted 


_ Brookhaven National Laboratory, Upt on. Lon g Island, 

New York, on April 26, 1956, at which time I I made 


available a group photograph of the subject’s United States 
Army Specialised Training Program (ASTP) Class at the College 
of the City of New York (CCNY). The photograph, which was 
described by I H as taken on the campus of CCNY during 
the summer of 19^3, included notations which identified 
the names and home residences (city and state) of each of 
the class members as follows: 


b7C 


rummond, Montana 
, New Jersey 
Brooklyn, New York 
ulden, Colorado 
- Cleveland, Ohio 


* Nashville, Tennessee 
Park Ridge, Illinois 
Lent, Oregon 
as Angeles, California 
ristobal. Canal Zone 


ARNOLD KRAMISH - Denv er, Colorado 

anphis, Tennessee 
- Steelton, Pennsylvania 
iterson. New Jersey 

_pall. South Dakota 
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It Is noted that I \ ARNOID KRAMISH, 

and I I identified above as former members of the 

subject’s ASTP Class, CCNY, have been previously interviewed 
concerning the subject. 

Interview withl 

New York City __ 


When interviewed by SASl -land 

I at La Verne, California, on February 20, 

19 $6 ] I admittedly acquainted with the 

subject at New York City, during 191+8, advised that it was 
her recollection that during 191+8, the subject had been 
employed with an electrical supply company known as the 
"Ace Electrical Company," located on 23rd Street, New York 
City. 


Classified telephone directories, Borough of 
Manhattan, New York City, for the years 191+8 through 
1956, were reviewed on April 18 , 1958, for the listing of 
electrical supply companies entitled, either "Aee Electric 
or "Ace Electrical" which reflected a listing for the Ace 
Electric Company, 20 West 23rd Street, New York City, for 
the years 191+8-1950, and the Ace Electrio Company, 11+2 west 
23rd Street, New York City, for the years 19501956. 

__lZ_I_ 

I 1 Ace Electric Company, 

II)? West street. New York C itv. was interviewed on 

April 25, 1956, and advised the following information: 


Ace Electric Merchandising 


Company rinTina- th<a latter part of 19li2. with the financial 
assistance of 


Com pany (EE C) at 20 West 

| during 191+2, as 


the Raven Electric 
23rd Street, New York City. He met 


- 3 
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Third 


_| stated that although he operated his 

business for a number of years In the same building as the 
KEC, he had no connection with that company and had little 
contact with the employees of that firm. A 1948 passport 

photograph of the subject was displayed to|_| who 

stated that although the photograph reminded him of someone 
he had known as a business contact, he was unable to 
identify the photograph or recall the name GEORGE KOVAL. 

He emphatically stated that GEORGE KOVAL had never been 
employed with either the defunct Ace Merchandising Electric 
Company or the Ace Electric Company. 


4 - 
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Regarding! 
project i n Poland during t 
] it is noted that 


connection with a hydro-electric 


fier lQ^Q'a. a A rennr»tpd by 

an associate 


of the subject until the time of the latter 1 s depar ture fro m 
thft TTrvft-.ftH Rf.g<-aa dru2±n£t _10^8, advised SAS[ 


__ on May 18, 1955, that 

■cne suoject; possibly is employed in Poland in conn ection with 
the construction of an "electrical power plant." I 


attributed his belief concerning the subject’s foreign 
employment to statements made by the latter Just prior to 
KOVAL’s departure from the United States during 1948. 


]& confidential source abroad*}advised the 
foll owing information during July, 1952, attributed toH" 
whom I I has described as having supplied accurate '— 
information in the past, but who has apparently withheld 
Information on various occasions. 


bl 

b2 
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Information Furni shed by 


I I employed with Zerlan Books, 

Incorporated, 67 West 44th Street, New York City, was 
contacted on April 18 , 1956, and advised the following 
information: 


He identified a photograph of the subject as 
GEORGE KOVAL, who during the period 191+3-1944, was a 
member of the ASTP at CCNY. ||noted that KOVAL was 
the first class of that grou p, wher eas he I 1 was a 

member of the second class. 


in 


] recalled that his last 


contact with the subject was during early 1944» when the 
latter was assigned to the Manhattan Engineers District 
(MED) at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, directly following which 
was assigned to the MED at Los Alamos, New Mexico, 
stated that both he and the subject matriculated at 


CCNY as "G,I. students” subsequent to World War II, but 
stated he had no significant contact with the subject 
during that period, since KOVAL was an electrical 
engineering student, while he wa s a stu dent of physics. 

To the best of his recollection,could not recall an 
act, statement, or association of the subject which 
suggested that the latter may have been engaged in subversive 
activities. 


b7C 


|_described the nature of his relationship 

with the subject during 1943-1944# as "casual" and noted 
that he recalled nothing concerning KOVAL’s background 
or present whereabouts. 


— 6 — 
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by[ 


It Is noted t hat 


f 



was described 


previously mentioned, on May 18, 


1955# as a member of the ASTP, CCNY, who was "a close 
acquaintance of the subject’s during the period 1943-1944." 


Recontact of 


[ 


During the Interview of 


i 


]by 


SAS 


St La Verne, Cali romia on jeoruarv 20 . 


] identified one 


1956,1 _ __ 

physics instructor at CCNY during 1948, as an individual 
who ms considered by KOVAL as among his best friends, 

,-It is noted that when originally in terviewed b 

Ml , I on February 23/ 1955 J 

I I advise d that he h ad been acquainted with the 

subject when he I I was teaching physics at CCNY 

during the period 1946-1948. 


f 


I 


^ _ on February 20, 1956, furnished to 

a photograph of the subject and an unknown woman. 

I as probably taken 


SA 

The photograph was described by [ 
some time during the summer of—LQSz 


residence ! . . 

1956 , and advised as follows: 



] t. New York C lt: 


an unknown woman 


ted at his 

nr, on April 26 , 

. - 

Upon ob serving th e photograph of the subject and 
I I identified the unknown woman as 

J presently residing at 


JackSOn Heights. Tand r Mow Vor>lr 


"casual". 


. _, recalled that the subject dated l , 

Jduring 1948, and described their relationship as 


b7C 


The indices of the New York Office, FBI, as 
reviewed on April 27/ 1956, reflected-no—liiformaiiinn—thai- 
could be de termined identifiable with 
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When questioned concerning any information he 
might recall regarding the Subject’s alleged association 
with a zoology professor at Columbia University, or two 
individuals with whom KOVAL rep ortedly pl ayed tennis in 
the Boston, Massachusetts area, I \ could not identify 

former acquai ntances of the subject on the basiB of that 
information. I I stated that the only out of state 

travel he recalled concerning the subject was a trip KOVAL 
Mde during the summer of 1948 to Washington, D. C., regarding 
/application for a passport. 


I H was q uestioned regarding the identity of 

a woman known as I I. an artist and former resident of 

77th Street off Fifth Avenue . New York City, who. reportedly 
was mu tually acq uainted with ! I and KOVAL during 

1948. 1 replied that he could not recall a former 

female acquaintance of his or the subject fitting that 
general description. 


Concerning the abo ve statements by 
following statemen ts made byL 


]on February 20, 1956, are noted: 


] to SAS 


the 


The subject, an enthusiastic tennis player, 
prior to 1948, travelled to Boston, Massachusetts to visit 
two very close friends with whom he played tennis. The 
subjeot was closely associated with a zoology professor 
at Columbia University during 1948. 


|_| and the subject, du ring 1Q 48, were 

mutually acquainted with a woman named| l an artist 

who had an apartment on 77th Street off Firth Avenue, 

New York City. 


_The subject made two trips during the time 
Jknew him. The first trip was early in 1948, 


possibly the latter part of March, 1948, when KOVAL travelled 
to Washington, D. C. In the summer of 1948, KOVAL left 
New York City for a trip to the midwest, vaguely recalled 
as having been to Kansas City, Missouri. 


b7C 


f 
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_| a former member of the AST? at 

CCNY who , when originally Interviewed by SAS I l and 

I on May 25, 1955, advised he knew the subject during 
the period 1943-1944, and 1946-1948, was recontacted on 
May 7, 1956, and advised as follows: 


He was unable to furnish any information concerning 
the subject* s reported association with a zoology professor 
at Columbia University; two individuals with whom the 
subject reportedly played tennis in the Boston, Mas sachusett s 
area; or a female acquaintance of the subject named 


] also stated he could not recall any travel made by 


the subject outside the state of New York, 


contact 

•fcr> finun 


was informed of the names of the members 
of the subject's ASTP Class, CCNY, and was questioned 
regarding any information he could furnish regarding their 
present or last known whereabouts. 

__ JAkU 

stated that hennas not been in recent 
of the former ASTP members and was unable 
rfieardiife—fcheir present whereabouts, 
last known to be 

residing in Chicago, Illinois, as x a member of the subject’s 
ASTP Class, n ot included in the list of name3 mentioned to 
him. | | was further described as one of the subject's 

closest acquaintances during the period 1943-1944, and as one 
who might possibly be able to furnish considerable information 
concerning the subject's activities during that period. 


f 


with any 
sh informatio: 
described one 


ion_rs 

ne 

, 13 



noted that toin8 the tratoln * 


at CCNY. KOVAL associated primarily withl 


ASTP Class, but was 


J rjTsal 

sub jectTs^c. 


Vrcts not a member of the 
In th e class b ehind KOV AT.'s group. 
] concerning |_ 


_j?h€ 


last information known to_ _ 

whereabouts is that the latter was enrolled In the graduate 
school of the Massachu setts Institute of Technology (MIT) 


during 1954. |_| believed that 

residence was in Chicago, Illinois. 


home 
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was questioned regardix 


ng 

concerning a girl named] 


anv\ iLnformaf fo^ 
]/ win 


he could furnish _ _ 

the subject may have known at Dayton, w Qhio du ring tne 
latter * s assign ment with the MED, Dayton, Ohio, during 
1945. I ] replied that the subject had mentioned a 

girl he dated during his tour of duty at Dayton, Ohio, 
and recalled that the subject had describe d that girl as 


.on 

whom 


"someone he had almost marr ied." 
the girl 1 s name or the name 


t 


could not recall 


_ Tt i r noted that when interviewed by SAA,_ 

at Miamisburg, Ohio, on April 18 , 1956, 

L the subject's roommate during the latter's 
assignment at MED, nci Yfc|Mii q ^Hnr»i ng 1Q45. recal led that 
the subject had some contact with one I I during 

the summer of 1945. 


confcanbad. 3m 




I on Anri 

knew t he sub 1act 


5h£ 

I was descr ibed by|___Jas presently married to 

] and a3 presently residing with her husband 




3 


. Ohio 

I9567*** 
ring 1945. 


.when 
stat ed that 


her 


b7C 


in Marne, Prance. 


Information Furnished by 


| | Hobb Electric Company, 

541 West 34th Street, was contacted on April 25, 1956, and 
advised as follows: 


He is unable to identify the name GEORGE KOVAL and 
the subject's photograph as a former business contact, or 
otherwise known, at the St andard Lig hting Fixture Company 
(SLF) Brooklyn, New York. I ~J stated he was employed 

with the SLF from approximately 1940 through 1948, at which 
time the business was owned by one ABRAHAM COHEN, who at 
that time resided at Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 


_ [ 

as 


who described his position with the SLF 
stated that he could neither recall any 
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« 


business dealing 
identify the namel 


.the REC, nor 



It is noted that_ 

CCNY, advised on November 29# 1955# that the subject had 3 
"contact" for the purchase of electrical equipment at an 
electrical retail store located at the comers of Platbush 
and Lafayette Avenues, Brooklyn, New York. 


I SLF, located at the 

comers of Platbush and Lafayette Avenues, Brooklyn, New 
York, advised on February 24, 1956, that the SLF formerly 
did business with the KEC, whi ch was ope rated during the 
1940*s by BENJAMIN W. LASSEN. I I who was unable to 

identify the subject 1 s name and photograph, identified 
I I Hotto Electric Company, New York City, as a 

former "counterman" SLF, who might have information 
regarding the REC and the subject. 


Inquiry afc the AmltaB Corporation, New York City 


I _ 1 Amltas 

Corporation, 50 Broadway, New York City, advised on April 
10, 1956, that a review of the active and inactive 
personnel records of that company failed to disclose a 
record for the name GEORGE KOVAL. 


b7C 


of the Engineer Recruitment Program of the Amltas Corporation 
advised on April 10, 1956, that he recalls the name GEORGE 
KOVAL and the latter^ photograph as an applicant for the 
position of "Foreign Representative" during 1948. I 1 

recalled that following an introductory interview, KOVAL 
indicated he was not Interested In the position offered to 
him, an d as a result, did not file a written application. 

I was unable to recall additional information 
concerning the subject. 


1956, 


It la noted that wh#>n 1nt.Ar»v1 rm .Tamiaw 26 : 

at 
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CCNY, advised that following his graduation from CCNY In 
1948, she recommended the subject for employment at the 
Amitas Corporation, 50 Broadway, New York City. 


Information Fu rnished by[ 


Electrical Engineering, CCNY 


I _ [ Electrical 

Engineering, CCNY, was contacted on April t>, 1956, and 
advised as follows: 


He identified the subject’s photograph as GEORGE 
KOVAL, an ASTP student at CCNY during the period 1943-1944, 
and as a student in the Electrical Engineering Departm ent, 
CCNY, subsequent to World War II, A review of I I class 

enrollment records disclosed that the subj ect wa s enrolled 
in an advanced mathem atics class taught by I I during the 
Fall semester, 1947. I I recalled the subject as an 
"exceptionally able student", but was unable to furnish any 
significant information concerning the subject’s background, 
activities and associates. 


Regarding WILLIAM A. ROSE 

The death records of the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, New York City, which includes all boroughs of 
New York City, caused to be searched by SA | 

\ on April 10, 1956, failed to disclose a record or death 
Tor WILLIAM A. ROSE, during the year 1949. 


| | who has furnished reliable information in 

the past, made available information on May 8, 1955# which 
reflected that WILLIAM A. ROSE, Consultant Engineer, REC, 
appeared at Local Board #L26, Selective Service System, 

New York City, during July, 1942, to request an extension 
of the subject’s selective service deferrment at that 
board. 


b7C 


b2 
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Intelligence Section, 


12 - 





NY 65-16756 



United States Coast Guard,’"on October 19# 1955* made 
available information regardingWILLIAM A. ROSE, which dis 
closed that the latter, bom at Boston, Massachusetts on 
October 13# IB76, resided at 71 Ridge Road, Rutherford, 
New Jersey, during 1942. 


|__ I Rutherford, 

New Jersey, advised S fl I on December 29* 

1955* that she owned the residence at l ~1 

Rutherford, New Jersey, from about 1941 through 1944. 


WILLIAM A. ROSE was identified by is a 

resident at her property from 1941 to 1944. |_ 

advised of having received a letter from ROSE’s wife, 

BERTHA CALLEY ROSE, 103 Hemmingway Road, Boston, 
Massachusetts, in 1949# which disclosed that WILLIAM A. ROSE 
had died in the Spring of 1949. 

'¥ 


Boston, Massachusetts, advised on February 3# 1956, that 
Mrs, BERTHA ROSE died during 1950, ©r 1951# and that 
WILLIAM A. ROSE had died in New York, during 1949. 


Information Furnished by[ 


] 


I __| was interviewed by SAS 

] on May 3# 195&# and advised as follows: 


and 


He was employed as a clerk with the REC, New 
York City, owned by BENJAMIN W, LASSEN# from approximately 
April, 1941, through October# 1942. He identified the 
subject’s photograph as GEORGE KOVAL and described the 
latter as a former employee of the REC during the period 
1940-19 42. He recalled tha t KOVAL wa s extremely close to 
1 and during 1942, was I I "key employee." 

KOVAL’s principal function for the REC was to bid on various 
Government sub-contracts. I I could not recall the titles 

of the companies from which the REC received Government 
contracts, but described the REC’s participati on in th at 
type of business as "extensive at that time." I could 
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Asia M 


not recall any significant information concerning the 
subject, and st ated that he has no reason to believe that 
the subject and | w ere engaged in 

subversive activity durin g the pe riod of his 


employmen t with the REC 


rf 


identified 


as a former business associate of 


I who had 


some connection with the REC and who would probably have 
some detailed information regarding the natrira nf fcha 
relationship between th e subject and] 
believed that | | is presently operating an 

electrical supply store in Jersey City, New Jersey. 


It Is noted that when interviewed by SA|_ 

Jat Newark, New Jersey, on February 29. 19 ^o~, 


Jin the 


_ i 

organization or the REC during 1924-0* advised the following 


Garfunkel, 

Incorporated, noDoicen avenue, Jersey City,'New Jersey, 
is an individual who would probably be in a position to 
furnish information regarding employees of the REC, 
subsequent to 19l).l. 

MISCELLANEOUS 


] who has furnished reliable information in 


the past, advised on December 27, 1955, that HARRY or GOLDIE 
GURSHTEL, 45203 Hartsook Avenue, Sherman Oaks, California, 
received ooi^psdohaenob oh becemoer io, 1955, from J 

"Zamlungen, P.O.B, 179 Cooper Station, New York 3, New York”. 
/IULLlL. Iff, 


4t is noted that whe n interviewed at Sirmy mt.v. 


Iowa, on M«.roh 10, 1955, 
identifiedmARRYand GOLD^ 
Angeles, California, as th u 





*, residents of Los 
subject T jf uncle and aunt. 


_ who has furnished reliable information in the 

past, advised on April 19, 1956, that“Zamlungen P.O.B. 


179, Cooper Station 
edited by one 
Press, 113 Fourth 


ation #/ Nev 
LQirrayrT.T 

rth Avenue 


ew York City," Is a publication 
seated in care of Prompt 

Xgrfc filfcy . tuj/’ 
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According to the "Morning Preihelt" of November 
5a 1953 a on page two, columns one and two, the first 
issue of "Zamlungen", which is to be published by the 
Jewish Writers Club of the Yiddisher Kultur Farband, 
will be published on January 1, 1954. 

The Yiddisher Kultur Farband has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 

In a report made by the California Committee on 
Un-American Activities during 1948, the "Morning Frelheit" 
was cited as "the official Communist newspaper published 
in the Yiddish tongue. For many years, M. J. OLGIN was 
Editor of Freiheit. OLGIN was one of the outstanding 
leaders of the Communist Party in the United States for 
20 years." 



The Communist Party has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 



Date of Activity- 
Identity of Or Description 
Source of Information 


Agent to File Number 
Date whom where 

Re^d Furnished Located 





Used to document WILLIAM A, ROSE. 


Mall cover on 12/27/5 5 SAl 

HARRY and GOLDIE 

GURSHTEL, Sherman 1 - 

Oaks, Calif. 


Nuys, Calif. 


V19/56 Sa| 




ft/* 
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109 


Instant 

Report 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report 
only where the identities of the source must be concealed. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

For the Information of the Kansas City Office, 
which office has not received a prior communication 
regarding this investigation, the following brief summary 
is Bet forth: 

Investigation concerning the subject has 
established that during 1942, he was employed with the 
Raven Electric Co,, NYQ 

I During 1945, he was employed in the 
Health and Physics Dept, of the Manhattan Project, Oak Ridge, 
Term., where he had access to material that could have varied 
from "unclassified" to ~]3§p=se«reCr In 1948, while 
allegedly employed by tHeAtlas Trading Corp., NYC, as a (U) 
commissioned representative," he was issued a passport for 
travel to various European countries, which included 
Poland. On 10/6/48, he departed the US aboard the SS AMERICA 
destined for lie Havre, France. His whereabouts since that 
period are unknown. Available background data developed in 
Sioux City, Iowa, reflects that KOVAL Is a native bom US 
citizen of Polish derivation, who departed the US in 1932, 
with his parents and blethers. He possibly resided in 
Russia, or outside the US, from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He 
was educated as an electrical engineer at the University 
of Iowa during 1929 to 1932, and received a Bachelor of 
Electrical Engineering Degree at the College of the City 
of NY, on 2/1/48. 
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At Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Will review the student records of MIT in an 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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’ LA 


LEADS (CONT'D) 



attempt to identify_ 

graduate student at that school 
successful,in identifying] 


dm-: 


_reportedly a 

ng 1954. If 
will either Interview 


him regarding the subject or set out necessary leads to 
locate him for interview* 


CHICAGO 
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At Chicago, Illinois 

Will, throug h appropriate record checks, attempt 
to identify and locate r I reportedly a former 

ASTP student at CCNY, to interview him regarding the subject. 

KANSAS CITY 


At Kansas City, Missouri 

Will review office indices and conduct 
appropriate record checks to develop any available 
background data regarding the subject, it being noted the 
subject reportedly travelled to Kansas City, Mo, some time 
during 1948. 

LOS ANGELES (Info) 

One copy of this report has been designated for 
the LA Office, inasmuch as that office is presently 
conducting investigation concerning this case. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT»D) 
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NEWARK 



Will interview 

Garfunkel, Inc., Hoboken Ave., regarding his knowledge of 
the subject 1 s activities and the latter's relationship 
with 


NEW YORK 


At New York. New York 


1. Will interview 


ong Island, NY, re subject, 


2, Will review the faculty recordsat Columbia 
University to identify professors of the Zoology Dept, 
for the year 1943. 

_ 3. Will attempt to locate 

lof the SLF, to Interview him 


regarding the subject and 

4. Will identify unknown individual of 80 East 
11th St., NYC, who was a correspondent of H. GURSHTEL, 
subject's unde, on 12/13/55, 


5. Will Identify 
recipient of a telegram froi 



who was a 
on 9/10/55. 


_*6. Will recontact 

I * hong Island, NY, concerning discrepancies ir 
Formation previously fu rnished by him conc erning his 

___| knowledge regarding! 

I ana zne subject. 1 - 1 
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* Will continue indices review regarding 
PRANCIuCO PETRINOVIC, to develop information which might 
assist this investigation. 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA 
New York. 



3/22/55, 
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BY COURIER SERVICE 


Date: June 14, 1956 

To: Mr, Dennis A, FI inn (Original & l) 

Director 

Office of Security 
Department of State 
515 22nd Street, N, W, 

Washington, D, C, 

Front John Edgar Hoover, D tree tor 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subjectt GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE * R 


% 
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A 
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Tolson — 
Nichols _ 
Boardman - 
Belmont _ 
Mason —_ 
Mohr_ 


Parsons 
Rosen — 

Tamm _ 

Nease - 
Winterrowd £ 
Tele. Roo 
Holloman 
Gandy — 


The subject was eiqployed by a suspected Soviet 
agent in New York during the approximate period 194l*l94j, 
He was subsequently, and while in the Army, assigned to 
the Manhattan Engineer District, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
and to the Dayton, Ohio, area installation of the Manhattan 
Engineer District, at which places he reportedly^ had access 
to information up to and including ^TgpNSecHe was 
in the United States Army from February, 1943, until 1946, 
This Bureau has been attempting to determine the subject *s 
preeent whereabouts • On March l5, 1948, Koval was issued 
a passport for proposed travel to France, Belgium, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Poland as a representative of the Atlas 
Trading Corporation of New York City* Investigation in 
New York City has failed to reflect a record of his 
employment with that company. Information furnished by 
an individual acquainted with Kevab until the latter*s 
departure from the united States during 1948 suggests the 
possibility that Koval may have trailed first to Peris, 
France, and tfetn to for employment in connection 

wtith d hydTpwjehtrte project in that country. Departure 
manifiBt recbtdbgf jihe SS, *America" reflect that Koval 
departed from MetrnFejfy City on October 0 , 1948, for 
Le Havre, Frc/use,^ - j , 

1 V'i 

- New York ( 65 * 16756 ) (it 
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Letter to Mr. Dennis A. J’ltnn 
Director 

Office of Security 
Department of State 



For your assistance, Koval tees born in Sioux City, 

Iowa, on December 2%, 1913t aru ^ resided in that city with 

hie parents, Abram 3erko Koval and Ethel Koval, nee " bl 

Shenteke, who were born in Poland. The family left b3 

Stoves City in 1932 © r 1933 end reportedly departed for 

Russia. 
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Letter to MT* Dennis 4* FI inn 
Director 

Office of Security 
Department of State 


An early reply will be appreciated • 



cc - / - Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 s street, N. r. 
Washington, Z7. <7, 



Deputy Director, 


Plans 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

American Embassy 
Paris 8, Franca 
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Date: 
I To: 
l _From: 


May 31, 1956 

Director, FBI 


Legal Attache, 

£9 


(65-62911) 
Paris (65-335) 


Subject: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
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/. SUBJECT! 




DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


SAC, LO& ANOELES (65-6l24) 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Origin: Mew York 


j GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 6/21/56 


ATTENTION : FBI Laboratory - 

Cryptanalysis Section 


On 6/19/56 Mrs* GOLDIE^tJURSHTEL, subject's aunt, who 
resides at 14203 Hartsook, Sherman Oaks, California, telephonieally 
contacted this office and.advised she had received a letter from 
subject's father, ABRAHAIip]E5VAL, from Russia, 

On 6 / 19/56 SAs I 

reInterviewed Mrs. GURSHTEL and examined the letter described 
above. She advises the letter is written in the Russian 
language, was postmarked 5/22/56 in Russia, and she received it 
on Friday, 6/15/56. She recognizes the handwriting as that of 
her brother, ABRAHAM KOVAL. She states the letter contained only 
news of ABRAHAM KOVAL'S family as follows: 



) 




i gk* 
t 4 


}) 


tV 

|\H<V 


GABRIEL KOVAL, subject's youngest brother, had been 
killed while fighting the Nazi army during World War II in 1943; 
that subject's mother, ETHEL, had died in 1952 of cancer; that 
ISAIAH, the oldest brother, is married and has four children. 
ABRAHAM KOVAL now resides with ISAIAH and his wife; that GEORGE 
KOVAL is now in Moscow teaching in the chemical institute known 
as Mendelalv. Subject lives with his wife, LUDMULA (? sp) but 
has no children. ^ / 1 , y.; /; 

This letter was furnishedby Mrs. GURSHTEL to the FBI. 
However, she requested that it be returned to her when no longer 
. of any use to the FBI. 

Three photographs, one each of the front and back of 
the one-page letter written in the Russian language and one of 
the envelope in which the letter was contained, are enclosed 
herewith to the Bureau, Attention FBI Laboratory - Cryptanalysis^ 
Section, for examination. Three photographs as described above 
are being enclosed for the New York Office. 

The Cryptanalysis Section, FRI LaboabeJry, i 8 requested 
to translate from the Russian language to English the contents 
of ('this letter and the return address appearing on the envelope 
Written in the Russian language and furnlMt Copies of this 


Los Angeles f\ 

wTJ&rirfr 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


6/21/56 


Re: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Los Angeles will hold the original of this letter until 
results of the above translation are received froa the FBI 
Laboratory, after which the original will be returned to Mrs. 
GURSHTEL. 

A report reflecting results of interviews conducted 
with the subject's relatives in Los Angeles is now under 
preparation at Los Angeles. 
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mmmm im amm 


j&ULJti&ZMMMajLMt 

GOLDIE GVBSBTEL, 
15903 Barteeok, 
Sherman Oake, 
California, 0,S.A. 


SilMZ** 


A, I. IOTAL 

2n d folchaevska Station, 

Ehabarovsky Territory, 

"16th Party Congress” Collective farm. 


5-20-56 


Dear eieter GOLDAt 

Tour short letters mere received, The one to 
me, on the first of May, the ether one to SEATA, today, 

I have decided to answer your letterf§ briefly 
and am writing in Susstan, this ts more convenient for 

me . 


tyenty years have passed sines we have seen 
each ether and during this tin several changes have 
taken plaee in our family. 

Our dear 9ETBI (GABRIELP) died August 30, 1943, 
in a battle against the German fascists, STL (ETMELP) 
died August 26, 1952, from the dread disease, eancer . 

All the rest of us are alive and well, X am now about 
75 and feel good, I am working, I live, as always, with 
3HAT A « family. We live and work at the same place, 
the collective farm. 


TRANSLATED Bit 


'MA\\ 


1^1 A 


ALL TT'T T'-'r,* rrn^vfl^ __ 

.-i','";:-.”' 1 '-' ' 'HOD 

-uaj ao ^LAi r D 4 s 

i & 


V *r- 4 Si3 ->> J 


July 9, 1956 


blC 





3BATA and MUSYA have /nor children . The first 
ana, GITA, is SO years aid (aha mm a barn aaan of tar your 
departure ). Ska ta finishing tha Doctor's Assistant - 
Mi dm if a School, siis is married (as celebrated her wedding 
May first). The second ana, SOTITA, is IS years old. 

She is attending school, she will finishethe 8th Class• 
The third ons, 0ALIM A, is attending school, she will 
finish the 6th Class, she is IS years old, Tha fourth 
ana, OEMSADI, a son, is ? years old. Me is attending 
school and will finish the 1st Class. They are all good 
ehildren. 


QEOMQE Haas Moscow, he still works for the 
Mendeleev Chemical Institute, Sis title ist "Candidate 
of Technical Scienoas•" Me is living with his wife 
LYUDMILA (you saw them ones in Moscow) but they have no 
children. 


Well, that is all for now. 

Much, much love from all of us to all of you. 


your A, KOYAL 


( 2 - 25 - 55 ) 
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§EC0B9ED*tt Director, FBI ^ 


July 11, 1986 
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GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE * # 

Ortgim Ntw York 


REGISTERED MAIL 


Attached is the translation uhich you requested by letter 

dated 

The contents thereof, where pertinent, must be reported 
under appropriate captions and afforded whatever investigative 
attention is necessary. 

Disposition of the foreign language material submitted in 
this connection is set forth below: 


Tolson , 
Board man 
Nichols 
Belmont 
Harbo _ 
Mohr_ 




R*turned herewith. 

inr n oi y 
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W :sea Mih « 
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tex sn^ucE 
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r This cam originated at YORK 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


NTIAL 


REPORT MAOS AT 

NEWARK 


A 


DAT* WHEN 
MADE 

-6/27/5*1 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

6/22,25/56 


GEORGETCOVAL 





CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


—--„ former Raven Electric Ce, skdIotss advia**i 

W *J 1 ia however, unable to 7 recall any 

pertinent informati on regarding mibisutt. background associate, 
or relationship with T * wlt * rouna » associates. 


■ RUC • 


DETAILS: 


DECLASSIFIED BY 




New 


- 1 On June 25, 1956,j 

!h 1 hooojcen AynUe, J ersey gliyT 
Sara SS* f? Ti 5* d S A L ZZJ that hehad iftn 

SSS 191 f 1,w “ i 1 “• 22 *&. .hi. 

bJ * 8t I*? *}*° omplQTOG and that h. and afbjoct 
hlS hlln^ !* r T/f 1 *n«T. | 1 raid that tha subl.ot 

*u d 4 . b#en f. gm#a * in kt * ko ** on at loaat two oocaalona. and 

th * T *“ d g °“* 0,lt to e* tk «' to various 


According to 


fs.-i v r— 10 --i_ __ 1 subject was quite 

wfi 7 b T n>t y» bat a bTh T discussed his background in 
W *T« Also, | T said that he somehow «®t the 


AGENCY 
■B iQ. nc eir 


. __ 

DATE FOIW'. ) ~ 

HOW FCT • rrifJg- 


7 


*JT -» W»a / ^.S*. / AIAVVI S .MAIL 

3 - New York (65-16756) RE(r. matt, 
1 - Newark ( 65 - 4778 ) I &J 


APPROVED AMD V . SraciALAMMr 

FORWARDED; A 4 iJ W CHAM 

-- j _ 

DO NOT WRITE IN THM SPACES 

IT 

- — -- - 

« COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

U 6 ~ ba^ui- //J fgWPEP-a 


PROP^Y^ fS^HM IttfMT lt %& TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND KCmflMffl 
TO WHICH LOANED. ^ U» nr 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OPTICS 1 



TED 0UT8IDE THE ASENCY 


b7C 


b7C 








NK 65-4778 


impression that the subject was alone in the world and came 
from the western part of the U .S.; he was un able to 
substantiate his supposition. I I sa id lAl Bfflrm-far 

as he knew, subject's relationship with l ~~~ | ^ > 

was strictly on an employer-employee basis, and "that' subject 
apparentl y did not h ave any fr iends, at least friends of which 
I ~~l was aware. I ~l stated that subject had never 

committed himself as to his political views and that all 
conversations were general in nature. In conclusion, 

I said that to the best of his recollection, subject 
entered the mil itary serv ice in 1943 end that he has not been 
in contact wlth| since. 




NK 65-14-778 


REFERENCE 

Report of Sa| I dated 5/25/56 

at New YOrk.- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

--4- 

DATE f 

jJUL 2 W56 

11 ,14,16.21,23 ,M 

8 ,10, 

^25, 

TITLE Of CASE 

H GEORGE^KOVAL 

REPOI 

TT MADE BY 20:6/7 

j7o,ir,13,l< 

nunt 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


a 


b7C 


ESPIONAGE - R 


V 


tYNonni 



Contacts of subject’s cousinJ 
Identified. [ 

Los Angeles, denied knowle 


f rinette, Arizona, 
Signet Laboratories, 


dge oj£ 

photograph qt subject; does^npt recall conversation with[ 




KOVAL; failed to recogn ize 


at 


and summer 19537 _ 
New Years Eve party 


New Years Eve party in 1950, and states he and 
] had not visited Europe together until spring 


_ d£J 

conversed wi th were _ 

Interview 


if 19 


of 


_ re-affirms 

i^r 1950 and persons she 
of Signet" Laboratories. 


set forth. HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL, 


b7C 


uncle and aunt of subject, interviewed 5/24/56, and advised 
entire KOVAL family departed Sioux City, Iowa, spring 1932, 
embarking Port of New York for Biro-Bidjan Region, Russia. 
GURSHTELs advised to their knowledge, none of KOVAL family ever . 
returned to United States and all were present in Russia when !/ 

they visited there in 1936. HARRY GURSHTEL denied that KOVAL f / 

employed for him at Harry's Square Deal Store, Sioux City, 1933- 
36. On 6/19/56, GOLDIE GURSHTEL advised letter received from 




SPECIAL. AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


S^Bureau (65-62911 REGISTERED MAIL* 
-Baltimore REGISTER® HAIL " 

3- 
1- 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


KEliORDED 



1- Washington 

2- Los Angeles (65-6124) 



AfiENCV Vftft .A/f ^ 


- M 

^jssUBSSS^ jggffSSOBBSm * HV* 

9 1956 ■ 1 

iA-" * 


EL*® 

| 
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^W***ta*W. wntb ivmii Am— — / 4 

/f /riTD 




to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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subject’s father, ABRAHAM KOVAL from Russia 
which reflects subject now married and is 
instructor Mendelaiv Institute in Moscow. Inter- 
views with PEARL SILVER and SARAH BEGHJN set forth. 

1 recalls KOVAL as fellow ASTP student 
at Ne w York City College (NYCC) last semester 1944. 

I states not closely associated with KOVAL at 
NYCC or MED, Oak Ridge, and has not seen nor heard 
of KOVAL since 1945. I I fellow student, 

NYCC, advised was closely as sociated with KOVAL, 
1946-48. KOVAL Ind icated t o l I no foreign 

residence 1932-40. I I states reasonably certain 

KOVAL had no part-time employm ent. New York City, 
during 1947 and 1948. I I Identified two other 

associates of KOVAL. 

- P - 


DETAILS: 


Identity of Contacts, SubJ 
r^ln~eTte7~SrI 


ect’s Cousin , 
zona 
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I I and I I who have furnished reliable information in 
,</ yt"he past, advised on February 14, Mar ch 1 and March 15, 1956, that 



rom the following: 


] received mail at 


Marinette, Arizona, 


Letter froml_ 

Los Angeles 0, California, 

Postmarked Las Vegas, Nevada, February 3, 1956 

The Central Directory, Pacific Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, Los Angeles, of the Los Angeles^Street Address Di rectory 
dated June 6. 195 6. reflects that I I resides at I 1 

Los Angeles, California', ^telephone Webster ' 


b2 

b7D 


90232 . 


_ who has furnished reliable information in the past, 

advised on November 18 and 21, 19 55. that dur ing April and July 
1954, and February and July 1955. 1 ~|: then residing At 


- 2 - £ 
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n 






Corcoran, California, telephone numbers 694 m and 632M. made 
numerous telephone calls to one I ~~ I (phonetic) % M U f' i 

at Los Angeles, telephone numbers WY 00232, Logman 0-0232, and — | 
Webster 90232. A 

A _ 





the mother 
tated that! 


1 1? 


il Agent 1 Ion j 

way g. Is . 

1 who is married tol 

1 1 


]is the mother of her son's wife. 


She 



The indices of the Los Angeles O ffice reflect n o 
information which could be identified with 


or 


letter Postmarked Anahe im. California. 

February 14, 1956, from I 

Van Nuys, California _ 

The Northwest Section Directory, Pacific Telephone and 
Telegranh Company. Los Angeles Extend ed Area, reflects that 


listed for telephone State 50603. 


Van Nuys, California, is 



/A hd* 











was f i nierviewe Agents,_ 

on May 24, 1956. He advised his wlf 


[artSQQk Avenue. Sherman Oaks. 


ft 


^ is an aunt of GEORGE KOVAL. He stated that 


t 




and 


van Nuys^;California 


The indices of the Los Angeles Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation r eflect no Information which could be 
identified with the names 


b7C 




Letter from I 

#10, Los Angeles, California 


The Los Angeles Central Directory of the Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph Company dated June 195 6, reflects that 

_ l is listed for 

telephone Webster 00202. 


The indices 

tion identifiable with! 


nf the lYis Angeles Office reflect no informa- 
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Letter Postmarked February 15 at 
Fresno, California, from p. o. 

Box 1328, Fresno, California 

I I who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
advised on April 19, 1956, that P. 0. Box 33 28 \ Fresno. California, 
is liBted to Temple Beth Israel rgabbi DAVID L.KQREENBHflQ, Pastor. 

The indices of the Los Angeles Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Inves tigation reflect no pertine nt identifiable informa¬ 
tion concerning ! | 



b2 
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Letter Postmarked February 1 8. 
Los Angeles, from! 


Hollywood 46, California" 


On May 2, 1956, I _ 

Avenue. Los Angeles, was interview ed by Special Agentf 


]who is married to|_ 


of _ 

Marinette, Arizona. 

Letter Postmarked February 25. 

Los Angeles, from l 

Avenue, Los Angeles _ 


1 She advise d she is the mother 
land who resides in 


-1956, 


b7C 




advised on May 2, 1956, that 

currently resides at 


Letter Postmarked!February 26, 1956, 

Los -Angeles, California, from 
DAVIlftpLINE, ,0. D., W North 

AnpjejLeB^fffilifpr^. 

Mrs. PEARL S ILVER, 1209 North Orange Grove Avenue, 


on May 2.*1956. that 

is a relative of 




The indices of the Los Angeles Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Invest igation reflec t no pertinent information identi¬ 
fiable with thisf I 


s' 
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Letter Postmarked Beverly Hills, 
California (no date shown), from 





Beverly Hills, California 


The Western Section Telephone Directory of the Pacific 
Telephone and 'PftTegrnnh finmnanv. T,nfl Angeles Area Extended, 


reflects that . 
is the address listed for 
CR 60895. 


1 


T 


telephone CR 1943oand 


The indices of the Los Angeles Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investiga tion reflect no pertinent identifiable informa¬ 
tion regarding this I I 


Letter Postmarked March 9 , 1956, 

Van Nuys, California, from GOLDIE 
GURSIITIL (?), 15203 Hartsook, 

Sherman Oaks, California _ 

On May 24, 1956, GOLDIE GURSHTEL, 15203 Hartsook Avenue, 
Sherman Oaks. California, was interview ed by Special Agents 

I She adv ised she is the 
sister of PEARL SILVER and aunt of I I 


Communication Postmarked March 9, 1956, 
East Los Angeles. California, from 

Los Angexes 35* California 


The Western Section Telephone Direct ory. Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, reflects thatI 
listed for telephone CR 44704 at 
Los Angele g, Cal 1l ^, 


]iiL 


f 
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The indices of the Los Angeles Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation reflect no identifiable information 
concerning this 


Regarding |_| 

V_ 

_ It is not ed that on February 20, 195 6.I 

I of KOVAL who now resides at I 1 ~~ 

Avenue. La VerneTCalifornia. was Int erviewed by Special Agents 

I _| She advised that she 

attended a New Years Eve party in December 1950 at an unknown 
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c 


.address In West Los Angeles with a c%JKal date,| 

I_ I She recal led meeting at this party a man and wife 

ranee* I I who told her they were associated with Signet 

Laboratories at Los Angeles. During conversation with this couple, 
the husband mentioned that they knew GEORGE KOVAL who attended 
New York City College and further, that they had met him in 
Paris, Prance, during a trip to Europe in either 1949 or 1950. 

Records of the Retail Merchant's Credit Association, 

Los Angeles, were caused to be searched by SE| |on 


Mjgoh, ^^ 956,_ These reco] 

yesldftnnpl 

_pasaaena, 

Oakland, California, orlgli 
This record reflected! 

6l4 North La Peer Avenue, ] 


S eflect a repor t dated Nover 
I age about 34,| 
bank, C alifornia, formerlvl 

lalllWnia, ! 

lly from Camb ridge, Massachusj 

__| Signet JLaoorator: 

s Angeles. 
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Piles of the Headquarters Office of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Washington, D. C., and those of the Los Angeles 
Offi ce of the FBI contain no pertinent information identifiable 
withl ~~ - “ i 


6l4 North La Peer Avenu 
viewed by Special Agent 



Signet Laboratories, 
California, was inter- 
on May 8, 1956. 


_ I_ladvised he and his wife I _ _ _| 

I took a trip to Europe in April, May and June 1953# during 
"which they stayed at Paris, France, for several weeks in June 
1953 prior to returning to the United States. They returned to 
the United States aboard the "Liberte" in June 1953. He said 
that between Christmas and New Years in 1953* he recall s he and 
his wife attending an "open house party" at the home of 
and | | Pacific Palisades! 

California! 


|_| stated hf* recalled no conversation concerning a 

GEORGE KOVA L noa does he reca ll a conversation with a young 
woman named| | regarding her acquaintance with > 

GEORGE KOVAL at Nfew York City College. 

| I vlewed a photograph of GEORGE KOVAL taken in March 
1948 and stated he was positive he had never met this person at 
any time, especially during his trio to Europ e in 1953. He 

recalled no acquaintanc es named_ or having met 

|at the above-described party. 


I_ladvised that he was employed at Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

for the AEC during the last part of his Army service from 
January 13* 1945* to January 1946. He stated he was engaged in 
"personnel procurement"- and spent most of his time away from 
Oak Ridge seeking recruits for special technical assignments at 
the Oak Ridge Project. He stated that he recalls doing no 
recruiting at New York City College or from anywhere in New 
York State. 


|_| conversed with his wife,|_|by telephone 

and she confirmed no knowledge of a meeting with anyone named 
GEORGE KOVAL in France during 1953 or at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
during 19^5 - 1946. She recalled specifically attending the 

party at the I I resid ence in December 1QS^ but failed t o 

recall a conversation with 

regarding GEORGE KOVAL. -- 
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I I stated specifically he does not recall attending 
a New Years Eve party In 1950. 


then contacted 


_ I by telephone 

to confirm the date of her "open house" party In 1953. She 
advised him that this party was held between Christmas and Ne w 
Years Eve 1953 . She failed to reca ll any guests named I I 
I I states he dpes not recall 

any business connection with any firm In New York known as Raven 
Electric Company or ever havih g had any dealings wi th suoh an 
organization or a person named f 

I L fa confidential source abroad^! advised of t he 
foll owing information during 1952 which was attributed to I 
idiom I 1 describes as having furnished accurate information in 

the past but who has apparently withheld information on various 
occasions: 


b7C 


b2 

b7D 


o \ f-W- D TO 
- 0 \ 


E 


IT 




TH Eurmshea the fo llowin g information on November 
which was attributed to| 1 who,has furnished .reliable 

w 


6, i$53, 

and unreliable information in the pas 


A —hi f » » / tu 


bl 

b3 


bl 


"FARADAY" is the code name of an unidentified Soviet 
Agent who immigrated from Russia to the United States during the 
period 1900-1905. During the middle 1930s he was recruited by 
the Technical Intelligence Unit of the General Staff of the 
Soviet Army. He was subsequently regarded as an "Organizational 
Resident" rather than an "operational one." 


On May 14, 1956, _ 

Verne, California, was re-contacted by SAL 


La 

] She 


advised she i s positive tha t the New Years Eve party which she 
attended with I I was held in December 1950. She states 

she is certain the persons she spoke to about GEORGE KOVAL were 
a man and wife who were connected in some way with SUfcnet ~ 
Laboratories, but could onl y recall their names as Mr. and Mrs. 

] She stated she is positive that she 


and the husband of this couple were talking about the same 
GEORGE KOVAL and recalls that this man acknowledged the identity 
of KOVAL by indicating knowledge of KOVAL*s attendance at NYCC 
and later assignment at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


b7C 
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-She said It could be possible that this man, I 

_ I could have known of KOVAL indirectly through other 

associates but she has the definite recollection of the con¬ 
versation with this man pertaining to KOVAL'S attendance at New 
^ York City College during the war and his later assignment at 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. 


She further specifically recalls conversation of this 
man* and his wife to the effect that they had met GEORGE KOVAL 
in Paris, Prance, during a trip to Europe from which they had 
recently returned. She stated ordinarily such a casual con¬ 
versation would not have impressed her memory; however, this 
was the only persons she had ever met who knew of GEORGE KOVAL 
or had seen or heard of him since tile disappaarcidcc in 1948. Thus 
it was extremely important to her at this time and therefore, 
she felt it not unusual that she would recall the above-described 
conversation. 


Interview of 


On .Tunp IQ _ 1Q^ I" 


was 


also known as 
located at Vista 


Del Mar Child Care Center, 3200 M otor Avenue. Los Angeles, and 
was interviewed by Special Agents 


, stated he recalls attendi ng a New Years Eve 

party in December; 1950 with i j then known to him as 

he recalls, was 
.d 


. _i This New Years Eve party, 

held at an address in North Hollywood. He related he 
received an invitation from a friend. 


psychiatrist, to 


3 


the University of Californi 


ttend a New Years Eve party of another person, 
who was a Psychiatric Social Worker from 

I. ^ J A. • I a. - _ _ 


party was held at 
said he and I 


a 


at Los Angeles. He recalls this 
resi dence in N orth Hollywood. He 

_] met | at his residence,! I 

in West Los Angeles, and drove to thiB party 


named 


He stated_ that 


and resides at 


Del Rey, Telephone Exbrook 97285 


Jis now married tc 


a man 
Playa 


He vaguely recalls that during the evening of this 
New Years party, I I had a conversation with a 

couple but he does not recall to what this conversation pertained 
nor the identity of the couple. 
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not recal 
evening. 


£ 


Istat 


he does not know GEORGE KOVAL and does 
mentioning this name to him during that 




The indices of the Los Angeles Office of' the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation reflect no information identifiable with 


The indices of the Los Angeles Office of the FBI 
re flect no perti nent information identifiable with 
orl 


Interview of HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL 

On May 21, 1956, GOLDIE GURSHTEL, 15203 Hartsook Avenue, 
Sherman Oaks. California, was interviewed b y Special Agents 


V , She briefly „* advised that her brother,. A]_ 

X£0VAL_and his entire family, including his wife, ETHlSL KOVAL, and 
/u )a \ ' Ska three sons, ISAIAH, GEORGE, and GABRIEL, departed the United 
-—— States in 1932 for KUSsia . She said she and her husband, HARRY 

GURSHTEL visited them in Russia during 1936 but she has not heard 
from than in over twenty years. j # n)A /f- V, 


In the absence of her husband, HARRY GURSHTEL, she 
requested that this interview be deferred until he waB present 
with her. 


On May 24, 1956, HARPY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL, 15203 
Hartsook Avenu e. Sherman Oaks. California, were interv iewed by 
Special Agents \ I Ihey 

stated that ABRAHAM KOVAL is the brother of GOLDIE GURSHTEL 
and GEORGE KOVAL is her nephew. The GURSHTELs advised that the 
entire KOVAL family had departed Sioux City, Iowa, where they 
were then residing during the spring of 1932. They left by 
train for New York City where they later embarked by ship, the 
name of which was unknown to them, en route to Russia. 

The GURSHTELs • stated that ABRAHAM KOVAL had, for many 
years prior to 1932, been interested in returning to Russia to 
the settlement in Biro-Bidjan. They stated that the KOVAL 
family reached Russia safely and settled in Biro-Bidjan, Far 
Eastern Region of the "Jewish Autonomous State." 
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They stated that in 1936 they traveled to Europe during 
which time they visited HARRY GURSHTEL 1 s parents, who were then 
in Poland, and later visited AERAHAM KOVAL and his family in 
the Par Eastern Region of Biro-Bidjan. They said they spent about 
one week with the KOVAL family. 

At that time, GEORGE and ISAIAH KOVAL, the two oldest 
sons of ABRAHAM, were assisting their father on a collective farm. 
They stated the youngest son, GABRIEL, had finished school and 
was, during their visit, away from home on a vacation trip. 

The GURSHTELs stated that upon their return, they 
corresponded with AERAHAM KOVAL until around 1937^ after which 
date no replies were received from letters written to him. 

The California Legislature, Fourth Report of the Senate 
Fact-Finding Committee on Un-American Activities, 1948, page 
196, reflects that "Biro-Bidjan is a Jewish Communist Colony in 
the Soviet Union." 

The GURSHTELs both advised that to their knowledge, 
none of the KOVAL family have ever returned to the United States. 

They were shown a photograph of GEORGE KOVAL taken in 
March 1948 but both stated they could not recognize this photograph 
as GEORGE KOVAL and doubted whether they would recognize this 
subject due to the length of time elapsed since they last saw 
him in 1936. 

GOLDIE GURSHTEL advised she last attempted contact with 
ABRAHAM KOVAL by letter in early January 1956. GOLDIE GURSHTEL 
advised that during their trip to Europe in 1936, while visiting 
in Poland, she visited briefly with her sister, IDA ABORAMOVICH 
and her husband, AARON ABORAMOVICH, who were then residing at 
a village named Telechan near Pinsk, Poland. She said that IDA 
ABORAMOVICH is a sister of ABRAHAM KOVAL and an aunt of GEORGE 
KOVAL. She stated this was the last time she saw or heard from 
IDA ABORAMOVICH or her family and had heard rumors which came to 
them from survivors who escaped to Israel during the war, that 
the ABORAMOVICH family were among those massacred by the Nazis 
at Pinsk, Poland, during World War II. She stated she had no 
information that GEORGE KOVAL had ever attempted to locate or 
visit this aunt, IDA ABORAMOVICH, in Poland. 
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GOLDIE GURSHTEL furnished .SJWToIiowing information 
concerning relatives of ABRAHAM KOVAL who reside in the United 
States. 

PEARL SILVER is the sister of ABRAHAM KOVAL. PEARL 
formerly lived in Sioux City, Iowa, where sh e was married to 
SAM GERTZ. She had one child, I _ I by SAM before they 

were divorced. Si te marr ied PAUL SILVER and late r moved to Los 
Angeles in 1 q48iP>TEA rDSILVER is now deceased. I 


Angeles, California. ! Iwai 

divorced and i s now married to l ~ 
| Van Nuys, California. 


_|Los 

previously married and 
I and resides on 


SARaI&WhJN is also a sister of ABRAHAM KOVAL> according 
to Mrs. GURSHTEL. SARAH BEGUN resides at 1425 North Formosa 
Avenue. Lob Angeles. She formerly resided at Sioux City, Iowa, 
and was married to MORRIS BEGUN. The BEGUNs mo\ed to Los Angeles 
from Sioux City, Iowa, in 1941 or 1942. MORRIS )®3GUN is now 
deceased. • -\ 


known as 
In"'Sioux City, 
and resides at 


t yVe sides [ 


£o daughters by BEGUN. 



also 


iname unrecalled. and 

is now married toj 



LLosAngeles 

27- * - 


^ Vteacher. 


is the other daughter of .SARAH. She 
land is employed as a Los Angeles school 


V/ GOLDIE GURSHTEL advised she has one other brother, ’ 
MOISCHE/KPVAL, also known as MORRISAKOVAL, age a bout 80 years. /9 

who lives in San Cayetcaso, Argentina/ wlth his son l _ I 

She said that correspondence with MOISCHE KOVAL has reflected no 
information that he has been able to correspond with ABRAHAM 
KOVAL or has learned anything of the KOVAL family in Russia. 

The GURSHTELs advised that they have no children. 

The indices of the Los Angeles Office of the FBI 
reflect no pertinent identifiable information with f-. M \ 
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It is noted that records of the Manhattan Engineering 
District, security file, disclosed that from 1933 to 1936, GEORGE 
KOVAL listed employment at the "Square Deal Company, 928 - 4th 
Street, Sioux City, Iowa." 


HARRY GURSHTEL advised that GEORGE KOVAL was part-time 
employed for him at his former store known as Harry's Square Deal 
Store located at 928 4th Street, Sioux City, Iowa, during the 
afternoons while he was attending high school In about 1930 
and during the summer months while attending the University of 
Iowa from 1930 to 1932. HARRY GURSHTEL stated that GEORGE KOVAL 
was not employed by him between 1933 and 1936 and to his knowledge, 
had never returned to the United States after departing for Russia 
in 1932. 


another Government agency which maintains personnel 


records, furnished Information on May 8, 1955, that on January 
2, 1941, GEORGE KOVAL Indicated his residence to be 3470 
Cannorty Place. Apa rtment 1-42, Bronx, New York, In care of 
ABRAHAPfJglLVER. ---— 

. who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised in 1955 that during 1941, GEORGE KOVAL reportedly 
resided at 3451 Giles Place, Bronx, New York. 




HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL advised during interview on 
1056—that they knnw rftP rtn -relatives of the KOVAL family 

,. . _,_,_[and knew of no such persons 

who resided in New York City during l64l. 


On June 19. 1956. GOLDIE GURSHTEL telephonically advised 

j Special Agent|_|that on Friday, June 15, 1956, 

/ she had received a letter in the mail from her brother, ABRAHAM 
KOVAL, who lives in Russia. She said this letter contained 
■ v V news of GEORGE KOVAL. 


\ Mrs. GURSHTEL was re-interviewed on June 19. 1956, by 

x Special Agents l I She pro¬ 

duced a letter addressed to GOLDIE GURSHTEL, 15203 Hartsook, 
Sherman Oaks, California, USA, in both English and the Russian 
languages. The letter bears a Russian postmark dated May 22, 
1956, according to Mrs. GURSHTEL. The letter is written in the 
Russian language on both sides of one sheet of paper. The 
letter itself is dated May 20, 1956. Mrs. GURSHTEL advised 
she recognizes the handwriting of this letter as that of her 
brother, ABRAHAM KOVAL. 
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She states that the letter contains news of the KOVAL 
family in Russia as follows: 



"GABRIEL KOVAL, the youngest son, was killed by the 
Nazis in 1943 while serving with the Russian Army. 
ETHEL KOVAL, ABRAHAM'S wife, died of cancer in 1952. 
ISAIAH KOVAL, the oldltet brother, is married and has 
four childre n/^ GEORQE*KOVAL is now in Moscow teaching 
in the Chemical (TJlnslLitute of Mendelaiv. He 
lives with his wife LUDmJLA (? sp), but has no 
children." —— ju 


Mrs. GURSHTEL advised this iV the first letter she has 
received from her brother in about 20 years and is the first news 
she has learned of the KOVAL family in Russia. 


Interview of PEARL SILVER, subject's aunt 

On May 2, 1956, Mrs. PEARL SILVER, 1209 North Orange 
Grove Avenue. Los Angeles, was Interviewed by Special Agents 


Mrs. SILVER advised she Is the sister or ABRAHAM KOVAL 
and aunt of GEORGE KOVAL. She stated that the entire KOVAL 
family departed Sioux City, Iowa in 1932 for Russia and to her 
knowledge, none of this family have ever returned to the United 
States. She stated that attempts by her to correspond with 
ABRAHAM KOVAL have met with no replies. She said she had heard 
a rumor some time during World War II that GABRIEL KOVAL, the 
youngest brother of GEORGE KOVAL, had been killed during the war 
but could not recall the source of this information. She stated 
specifically that she had no knowledge that GEORGE KOVAL was in 
the United States during World War II. 

Mrs. SILVER said that she had corresponded with MOISCHE 
KOVAL, her brother who lives in Argentina, from time to time, 
but MOISCHE KOVAL had never indicated any knowledge of the 
ABRAHAM KOVAL family in Russia. 

PEARL SILVER stated she had never resided in New York 
City and had no knowledge of a|_ 

who resided in New York in 1940 or 19^1. She states she recalled 
no ne of her decease d's husband's relatives who were named! 
or| I 
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Mrs. SILVER advised she was first married to SAM GERTZ 
in Sioux City, Iowa, from whom she was divorced. She later 
married PAUL SILVER and moved to Los Angeles around 1948. She 
states she has three children, one daughter bv SAM QERTZ. named 


at Van 




who is now married to|_|and r 

(Nuys, Californ ia. She stated she has twin sons,|_ 


and resides 


Who resides at[ 


]Los Angeles, and 


whp resides at Marinette, Arizona. She states that sEe" 
is positive that none of her children have seen or heard from 
GEORGE KOVAL since he left the United States in 1932. 

Interview of Mrs. SARAH BEGUN, subject's aunt 

On May 23, 1956,' Mrs. SARAH BEGUN, 1425 Nort h Formosa 
Avenue. Los Angeles, was interviewed by Special Agents 


She advised that her brother, ABRAHAM KOVAL, his wife 
ETHEL, and three sons, ISAIAH, GEORGE and GABRIEL, formerly 
lived in Sioux City, Iowa. The KOVAL family departed Sioux 
City in 1932 for Biro-BidJan Settlement in Russia. She said they 
left Sioux City by train and thinks they went to New York City 
where they left by ship for Russia. She advised she personally 
has had no contact with the KOVAL family since their leaving in 
1932. 


She advised that her sister, Mrs. GOLDIE GURSHTEL 
visited Russia in 1936 and told them upon returning, that they 
had visited her brother ABRAHAM and his family who were then 
living on a farm in Biro-Bidjan. She stated that the GURSHTELs 
advised that GEORGE KOVAL and ISAIAH KOVAL were then on the farm 
with their father, but the younger brother, GABRIEL, was away 
at that time. 

She advised that her brother, MOISCHE KOVAL, who lives 
in Argentina, has not advised her in correspondence of any 
contact with GEORGE KOVAL or any others of the KOVAL family in 
Russia. 


Mrs. BEGUN advised that during a trip by the GURSHTELs 
to Europe in 1936, they also visited another sister of ABRAHAM 
KOVAL, IDA ABORAMOVICH and her husband AARON, who then lived at 
Telechan near Pinsk In Poland. She stated that rumor has come 



- 15 - 






LA 65-6124 



to her during World War II, that the ABC^l!W¥(5!f"Pabily 
massacred by the Nazis in Poland in aboinf 1940 or 1941. 
states she has had no other report that the ABORAMOVICH 
is living. 


were 

She 

family 


Mrs. BEGUN states she has no knowledge that GEORGE 
KOVAL has ever returned to th e United States. She stated she 
did not know any person named l I 

who resided in New York City in 1940 or 1941 and stated she has 
no relatives by that name. Mrs. BEGUN further advised that she 
is not acquainted with the person named l ~1 or 

has ever heard of the Raven Electric Company. 


Mrs. BEGUN advised she has two daughters who live in 


Los Angeles. She Identified these as 


_ , who resides at[_ 

at a market in Los Angeles. She saidl 


£ 


T wife of 

and is employed 


in the movie studios. 


is employed 


H er other daugh ter she described as 


unmarried. I I is employed as a 

Los Angeles City Schoo ls and resides with 


and 

_J-opr»)ior» -in fcfrp 


f 


Mrs. BEGUN advised that none of her relatives in 
Los Angeles have ever mentioned to her knowledge of GEORGE KOVAL 
having been in the United States during World War II. 


Mrs. BEGUN was shown a photograph of GEORGE KOVAL 
taken in March 1948 and after observation, denied she could 
recognize it as a photograph of her nephew, GEORGE KOVAL. She 
stated however, that she does not know whether she would 
recognize GEORGE KOVAL since she has not seen him since 1932. 
She stated further, that this photograph in her opinion, bore 
no family resemblance to her brother, ABRAHAM KOVAL or his wife 
ETHEL KOVAL. She could not however, state that this was not a 
photograph of her nephew GEORGE KOVAL. 


County Communist Party (LACCP). 


who has furnished Reliable information in the 

was then under con¬ 
dor the Lob Angeles 


past, advised in May 1954 that l 
sideration for a confidential assignment" 


0 


AUp. 
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who has furnished reliable 
past, advised in August 1954 that 


infotroat 

Tnirfftlr In 


tlon in the 

axx 


of records, of ‘the LACCP reflec ting the name l _ 

I could not advise 'Jlurther significance 

J m M s .« m ^ « a _ ™ j... A a « a s * 


or tnis name ana aaaress nor- could this informant furnish further 
explanation as to why it appeared among records of the LACCP. 

.j Ann 

The indices of the Los Angeles Office of the FBI 
reflect no pertinent Identifiable lnformatioji with the names 


Interview of 


On May 11, 1956,I was located at Reed 
and Curtis Scientific Instrument Compfeny, 307 Culver Boulevard, 
Playa Del Rev. California, and interviewed by Special Agent 


|_|advised he vaguely recalled GEORGE KOVAL as a 

fellow ASTP student at New York c ity College during the last 
semester of the year 1944. 1 I stated that he was transferred 

from the University of California and Joined this ASTP class 
after it had been in progress for one semester. He stated he 
was not closely associated with KOVAL either at New York City 
College or later during their assignment at the Manhattan 
Engineering District at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He definitely 
stated he was not KOVAL’S roommate at o&k kidge, Tennessee, except 
for a short period after first arriving at Oak Ridge when the 
entire group from New York City College were all temporarily 
assigned to barracks and all lived in the same building. 


b7C 

b2 

b7D 


He recalls KOVAL as a good student and knows nothing 
concerning KOVAL’ S back ground or associates outside of his 
fellow students. | |recalls KOVAL was possibly assigned to 

the Health and Physics Division of Clinton Laboratories at MED 
and recalls he was possibly transferred by the ABC to either Los 
Alamos or Dayton, Ohio, AEC Projects sometime late in 1945. 


I 


,- . states he. has not seen nor hear d froBL KOVAL since 

1945. states that a f ellow AS TP student,| 1 

knew KOVAL at NYCC prior tol I transfer to'the ASTF'unlt and 


he thought perhaps 
tion regarding KOVAL"! He stated that[ 


_| uAauoicjL uv- euc nuii cuiu 

could fu rnish mora helpful l nforma- 

]current 


address is unknown to him but this could most likely be obtained 
through records at NYCC. 
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He recalled nothing unusual or suspicious regarding 
KOVAL during the period at NYCC or later during their assignment 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


Interview of 


former associate 


San fsTOiandn. C alifornia^ advised Special 
that she Knew uEOMk h-uvAL through her 
husband's close acquaintance with him in the period 1946-48 at 

« CC. She said KOVAL came to their home on Finley Avenue in 
e Bronx on several oc casions during th is two year period for 
meals and to study with I I She recalled nothing 

specific regarding KOWAL that would lead her to suspect him of 
subversive interest or sympathy for a foreign government. She 
said that neither she nor her husband has ever heard from KOVAL 
since May 1948 when her husband graduated from NYCC and they 
moved from New York to California^ 

.__Qo June 8, 1956, I _ I also knawn aa | 

{ was located at Union Industrial Supply, Inc, 10610 

%^-Lver Houiev ftrd. Culver Cl tv. p altfornl&j and interviewed by 
Special Agent I r - 

He advised h e reside s at | | San 

Fernando, California. I I recognized a photograph of GEORGE 

KOVAL taken in March 1948 as the GEORGE KOVAL he knew as a student 
at NYCC from about September 1946 to May 1948. He stated he 
met KOVAL during classes at JJYCC and became very friendly with 
him over the period 1946 - 1948. He said KOVAL and he studied 
together, perhaps dozens of times each month and KOVAL ate many 
meals at his home. He said they also participated in activities 
of an e ngineering fraternity at NYCC, Eta Kappa Nu. In fact, 

| was instrumental, he said, in e lecting KOVAL as local 
Chapter President of this fraternity. | l also advised he 

attended dances, beach parties, and boating with KOVAL. 

I I stated he and KOVA L talked a great deal and 

KOVAL spoke m^ny times of his. peeflk. I Icould not recall 

any*Th^ri^ s concerning his 

early youth except that he gained the impression that the KOVAL 
family life was not a happy one. He said KOVAL never spoke of 
politics or indicated any interest in Communism or sympathy for 
a foreign country. He recalls that KOVAL usually took an 
indifferent attitude regarding such conversations. 
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He said before KOVAL met his sister ^ ~1 

he dated several women in New York City. At social events, 

KOVAL always showed up with some "exotic-looking refugee type" 
and never with the same woman twice. KOVAL later would tell him 
of his experiences with each date. 

I I advised he might have some snapshots of KOVAL 

and these unidentified women and would attempt to locate them 
and furnish to the FBI. 


I_I advised KOVAL spoke freely of his life in the 

Army during World War II and his assign ment at Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
KOVAL on ce confided lrj Tthat he had a n affair 

with the | | and secretly 

met her many times during his stay at Oak Ridge. 


__ __I recalled that in 1948, all other graduating 

students at NYCC were very concerned about their future employ¬ 
ment but KOVAL was generally unconcerned. KOVAL had spoken of 
plans to go back with his former employer. Raven Electric Company 
in New York City where KO VAL stated he had been employed prior 
to World War II. I I stated KOVAL was definitely Interested 

In sales." |_|recalls distinctly that during 1946 - 1948, 

KOVAL had no other employment outside of attending NYCC and his 
only apparent income was through 01 benefits from the Veterans 
Administration. 


] having any relatives in 


KOVAL never mentioned to 

New York City and to| (knowledge, he had no close 

associates outside or classmates. I ~l does not recall KOVAL 

ever mentioning an acquaintance with one| | He 

( advised he feels certain that he and KOVAL were on such friendly 
terms that KOVAL would have corresponded with him after graduating 
from NYCC but to the contrary, he has not heard from KOVAL since 
May 1948. 


I_| now recallB that KOVAL usually appeared at 

class in the morning with the general appearance of either having 
studied all night or having been "out on the town." He stated 
KOVAL did not impress him as particularly a "spender" but one 
who watched his funds very carefully. He stated KOVAL never 
mentioned any other interests other than school subjects. 


b7C 






r\ 




LA 65-6124 


SE^T 


I I advised that KOVAL, v/hij 

very friendly and fl-ssoMatpri with I 

student, who then resided at|__ 

and as of two years ago, resided at 
Apartment 6-0 in the Bronx. M*£i - 


1C, was also 
a fellow 
Bronx 


was friendly with[ | fellow student at NYCC and 

KOVAL might ha ve dated | r ~sister several tlme sL^L ~l 

states P l address as l ast reco rded by him, is 

Road. Baltimore- Maryland. | |was las t employed for the 

Bendix Corporation in Baltim ore, f |stated that after 

graduating from NYCC. I I attended Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology for a short period prior to employment with Bendix 
Corporation. ^ 


also recalled th at at one time in 1947, KOVAL 


iBendix Corporation in 
graduating from NYCC,[ 


On June 8, 1956, 1 l were also 

contacted at their place of employment. Union Industrial Supply, 
Inc., 106l0 Culver Boulevard, Cu lver Citv. California . They 
advised they are the brothers ofl P 'KBTch stated 

that they knew KOVAL only slightly, hav ing met him through 
KOVAL's association with their brother, I I Neither 

could furnish any information concerning KOVAL's past or informa¬ 
tion concerning his whereabouts since 1948. 

On June 11. 1956.1 telephonically contacted 

Special Agent |~ I and advised a search of his personal 

papers failed to reflect snapshots of KOVAL; however, he feels 
certain he had several snapshots and will continue to look 
through his personal papers for them and furnish safne to the FBI. 


Si 


to 


- 20 - 





«» ' 



Los Angeles letter to the Bureau May 17, 1956, 
contained a lead for the Washington Field Office to search 
records of the Passport Division, U. S. Department of State, 
for information Pertaining to the passport and travel performed 
by| I and specifically, information reflecting 

thau nuon travexeci to isurope prior to December 1950. An 
information copy of this report is therefore being forwarded 
to Washington Field. 


By Los Angeles letter to the Director, June 21, 1956, 
photographs of a letter written in Russian language by ABRAHAM 
KOVAL, subject's father, dated May 20, 1956, were forwarded to 
the FBI Laboratory with a request for translation. Photographs 
were also forwarded to New York for completion of their file 
concerning this matter. 


It is noted that investigation was conducted at Los 

Angeles during February, M arch. April. May and June 1QS6 _ 

concerning the ident ity ofl I 

Arcadia, California;I ~i 

Avenue, Los Angeles; anST 


Hawthorne, California, ^one ox pnese persons proved identical 
with subject. In view of recent information reflected in Details 
of this report that GEORGE KOVAL is now in Moscow, the results 
of this investigation are not being set forth in the details to 
avoid unnecessary typing and extraneous material. 


In view of information above that GEORGE KOVAL is 
currently reported residing in Moscow, USSR, no further effort 
is being made to identify the following correspondents of 
subject's cousin, [ | of Marinette, Arizona: 

Apt. #4. 1264 North Hamer. Angeles 46, Calif. 

_____-J Venice, California; 

467? Midvale, Los Angeles 24, Calif. 

_The above names were set forth in the report of SA 

___|dated March 30, 1956, at Phoenix, Arizona. One 

copy of this report is being forwarded to Phoenix for information 
purposes. 
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Bureau letter to Los Angelei 
authorized interview of PEARL SILVER,! 
GOLDIE GURSHTEL an d SARAH BEGUN. Los 
attempts to contact f 
Angeles, all of which h ave failed. Ir 
PEARL SILVER, mother of l 


rtntiwl M»rr>h 97 I956, 

__HARRY and 

Angeles nas made seve ral 

_ Los 

view of information from 
that her son was much 


younger than the subject and therefore, does not recall him, 
as well as information that KOVAL is currently reported residing 
in Moscow, iiaor. no further effort is being made to interview 


The interview of PEARL SILVER reflects that her 
daughter, is now married to l l and 

resides at Avenue, Van Nuys, California. Mrs. ( _ 

SILVER advises she is reasonably certain that her daughter 
has neither heard of or seen GEORGE KOVAL since his de parture 
from the United States in 1932. However, interview ofl 

is being left to the discretion of the office of origin. 


Calif ornia, was first i ntervi ewer! TTahmn 

Agent I l and SAl_ 

of which were set forth in report of SA[ 
March 9, 1956. However, for purp ose of 
parts of this interview regardin g! 
re-set forth in details of this report. 


I La Verne, 
n 1956, by Special 
Jcomolete re sults 
| dated 

;y. pertin ent 
_I was 


_ Los Angeles f ile reflects that copy of report of SA 

l da„ted November 19* 1955* at New 
York/ was sent to Baltimore, therefore, no additional background 
concerning GEORGE KOVAL is being set forth herein for informa¬ 
tion of Baltimore. 

One copy of this report is being forwarded to Phoenix 
in view of information reflected herein connerning the ide ntity 
of persons in correspondence with ! I 

Marine tte. Arizona, as requested in report of SA l 
I dated March 30, 195o, at Phoenix. 
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BALTIMORE DIVISION 


LEADS 



At Baltimore, Maryland 
Will locate and interview 


of KOVAL at NYCC, 1946-48, last reported residing 


X 


fellow student 


Road, Baltimore, Maryland, and last known employed for Bendix 
Corporation in Baltimore. 


Will ascertain identity of 


sister and interview 


her regarding her knowledge of KOVAL'S activities in 1946-48. 
and his background, especially his activities from 1932 - 1941. 


NEW YORK DIVISION 


At New York, N. Y. 


._Will consider advisability of locating current address 

of|_| fellow studen t of KOVAL at NYCC during 1944, 

from records NYCC and interview of I I concerning his 

knowledge of GEORGE KOVAL'S activities in 1946 - 1948, and 
subject's background. 


Will locatef 


last reported residing at 

_ _ _Bronx, New York, and 

interview concerning his knowledge of GEORGE KOVAL'S activities 
in 1946-1948 period and concerning KOVAL'S background. 


LOS ANGELES DIVISION 


At Los Angeles, California 

Will await results of FBI Laboratory translation of 
letter from ABRAHAM KOVAL dated May 20, 1956, after which will 
return original letter to Mrs. GOLDIE GURSHTEL, 15203 Hartsook 
Avenue, Sherman Oaks, California. 


Will follow up with |_| 

Stree t, San F ernando. California, and obtain photos of KOVAL 
which l I states show unidentified woman with whom- KOVAL 

associated in 1946-1948 period. 


b7C 


l 






1 




Will, upon receipt of information from Washington 
Field regarding check of records. Passp ort Office — Denartmer 

of State, concerning possible travel of|_ 

Europe prior to December 1950, consider re-interview of 


INFORMANTS 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in this report only in * 
those instances where the identity of the source must be concealed. 




_i- I Marinette, Arizona, 

to SA I ,_ 1/18:2/14:8/1.18/56 re mail 

received by|___ _ _[ Mar inette. 

during Feb ruary and March 1956. (Report of SA 
Phoenix, March 30, 1956). 


k£E£ll 


IWMK He»CHC«! 


Marinette, Arizona, 
email 


received byl_ 

Marinette, Arizona. (Report SA 
Phoenix, 3/30/56). 



February and July 1955.65-6124(concealed at 
request). 
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W. 


I Los Ange les, _ 

sed to be searched and reported bv SEI I_ 

Ion February 28, 1956, re I _ _ 

l Los Angeles. (Conceal at " 

- icI 

_w*/ P**- U* tk. t 

Ll Report * *3 • 

I 3/22/56,“New, Yo3< (65-16756). 


iKTBfl 


\€ix DtO I- 3-0^ |~ |j as ye^ected in letter of Liaison Office, 

Ottawa, Canada, to Bureau, July 8, 1952. NY 65-14749-1B-6 




fer A $ - Xo-o ( 



:!;W!V4U.ilUT. 


fo re KOVAL on 5/8/55 to SE 
NY 65-16756. 



Identit 


Date of Activity Date 

And/or Description Received Agent 




5/7 * 19, 
20.27/ 5 




1 8/31/54|~ 


PAGE 


Location 
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REFERENCES: 



i t- 

ti*. 


Report of Special Agent_ 

March 9, 1956, at Los Angeles 


dated 


Report of Special Agent_ 

March 30, 1956, at Phoe nix. _ 

Report of Special Agent _ 

dated March 22, 195o, a t New York City." 


dated 


Report of Special Agent[_ 

dated May 25, 1956, at New York City, 

Los Angeles letter to the Director dated June 
21, 1956. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PACE 



Offict 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


DATE: 7-11-56 


OM : SAC, KANSAS CITY (65-1499) 


subject: GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 


Rerep of SA 
City, attached. 


dated 7-11-56 at Kansas 


% " 


Information contained therein does not warrant security 
classification designation of ’^geniideHtlallljand the 
report, accordingly, is not stamped. However, this office 
is not aware of ramifications of the case and suggests 
that the title and character in themseJLves may be 
sufficient to warrant a '"Conjidestclal^ designation. 

If the report should be So^stamped^thh Bureau is ?r 

requested to advise Kansas City, Boston, New Yorh and 
Washington Field offices. 


DJW:mlk 
(3) 


vl t 


Kc mo. 9 £g£/ /- / 07 


cot®? r u -T 6 •** 


14 JUL 16 19FR 
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tort Form 
78 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting office 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


KANSAS CITY NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 

GEORGE KOVAL 


f JUL 1 1 1956 


IVBSTIGATIVB PERIOD 

6-19; 7-3-56 


TYPED EY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
ESPIONAGE - R 


•Y NOPE IE j 




No record of KOVAL located at Credit Bureau or Police 
Department, Kansas City, Missouri; not known as member of electrical 
or mechanical engineers' societies, Kansas City, Missouri. 


DETAILS: 


AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI: 


_ I I Kansas City, Missouri, Police Department, 

and I I Credit Bureau of Greater Kansas City, each 

advised on June 19, 1956, that they have no record of GEORGE , 
KOVAL as a resident of Kansas City, Missouri. 

I 1 American Society of Mechanical 

Engineering, informed on June 19, 1956, that he had checked 
the rosters of the society members in Kansas City from 1948 to 
'4951 and had not found the name of subject listed therein. He 




SPECIAL. AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


COPIES MADE; 


fcJ- bureau (65-62911) (RM) ' 

2 - Boston (65-3981)(RM) 

3 - New York (65-^6756) (RM) 
2 - Washington Field (RM) 

1 - Kansas City (65-1499) 


eatclosur! 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


,4 JUL 16 1956 


y ^ ^ j RDED - 98 
IN 3EXE0-98 
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^ZccT 0reD 
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DECLASSIFIED BY_ 
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PROPERTY OF FBI.—This report is loaned to you by the/ bI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which I 
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also stated that he had telephonically contacted a number of 
the more active members of this society, and none of them were 
acquainted with a mechanical engineer by the name of KOVAL. 


|_| active member of the American Society 

of Electrical Engineers, employed at the Kansas City Power 
and Light Company, advised on July 3, 1956, that a check of 
the yearbook of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
by him failed to disclose the name of KOVAL as a member. 

He suggested the possibility that the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
and the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, all located 
at 33 West 39th Street, New York City, would be the best sources 
of information for determining whether or not an individual 
had been a practicing engineer. These associations would have 
fairly complete background information concerning all members 
or candidates for membership, including education and 
employment. 

He also informed that the National Society of 
Professional Engineers has available to it service records of 
all engineers who have registered with various State societies 
for the purpose of practicing as engineers. He suggested 
that contact with this organization at Washington, D. C., 
might be productive. 


also advised that the yearbook of the 
American Institute qf Electrical Engineers listed as a member 


an individual named 


who is-employed as a 


r 9 


(Boston. Massa chusetts . He became an associate member in 1949. 

Pointed out that this was the only individual with the same 
surname as the subject and suggested the possibility of some 
relationship because of the unusual name. 


blC 


RUC 



2 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


For the information of the Washington Field office, 
which office has not received a prior communication regarding 
this investigation, the following brief summary is set fprth: 

Investigation concerning the subject has established 

that during 1942 he w as employed with the Raven Electric __ 

Company, New York Cityl _ 

I During 194b. hfe was employed in the Health and- 

Physics Department of the Manhattan Project, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee, where he had access to material that could have 
varied from "unclassified" to "top secret". In 1948, while 
allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading Corporation, New York 
City, as a "commissioned representative", he was issued a 
passport for travel to various European countries, which 
included Poland. On October 6, 1948, he departed the United 
States aboard the SS AMERICA destined for Le Havre, France. 

His whereabouts since that period are unknown. Available back¬ 
ground data developed in Sioux City, Iowa, reflects that KOVAL 
is a native born United States citizen of Polish derivation, who 
departed the United States in 1932, with his parents and 
brothers. He possibly resided in Russia, or outside the United 
States, from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was educated as an 
electrical engineer at the University of Iowa, during 1929 to 
1932, and received a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering Degree 
at the College of the City of New York, on February 1, 1948. 

LEADS 


BOSTON DIVISION : 

AT BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS: 

1• Will check indices to det ermine if anv derog atory 

information is available concerning 


2 . 


3. 


Ascertain if information available concerning . 
at Sylvania , would indicate relationship with subject 

If no derogatory information is developed, interview 
]to ascertain if he has any information as to 


whereabouts of subject. 
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NEW YORK DIVISION : 

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK: 

Will contact American Society of Civil Engineers, 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, and American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, each located at 33 West 
39th Street, New York City, for any information which may 
be available concerning subject. 

WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION : 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C.s 

Will contact National Society of Professional 
Engineers to determine if information is available in their 
records concerning the subject. 

REFERENCE 

Report of SA , dated May 25, 1956, at 

New York. - 
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SAC, Abnsas City (65-1499) (Original & 1) 2J, 19# 

Director, FBI (65-62911) - / 6 7 

RECORDED-14 

GXQOQX KOVAL r , f 
XSPIOffAGS - RkX'l2j 


Be Kansas City letter 7-1 1-56. 
transmitting cep tee of report of SA\ 

\ dated 7-11-56 at Ktmsas City, 

All effteee should elaeetfy this 
report me Confidential, 0 


blC 


ee - 2 - Boston ( 65 - 3981 ) 
me - 2 - Bern Tsrk ( 65 - 16756 ) 
so - 2 - tkskinytsn Field 


ESStss J 
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ToIsoq _ 

Nichols _ 

Boar dm an _ 
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Mason - 
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lease_ 

'imerrowd — 

ele. Room_ 

tlloman _ 
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Date: 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

„ American Embassy 

Paris, ,8, France 

July 16, 1956 


To: Director, FBI (65-62911) 

yjffl Fro»: Legal Attache, Parle (65-335) 

Subject: GEORGEKOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 



Re Paris let 5/31/56 


eo 


, , r -=qvj>/ 

On 7/13/56 j__jadvls ed that backg round Inf or 

nation is being obtained concerning ! I prior to 

conducting the requested Interview, and that this office 
will be advised of the results of the interview* 


bl 
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UNITED ft 


GOVERNMENT 



*Office Memo, andum • 



: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, NEW YORK ( 65 -I 6756 ) 


BJECT: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP-R 


DATE: 7/19/56 


Rereps made at Los Angeles by SA 


and 7 / 2/56 and WFO let 7/11/56, captioned as above. 


3/9/56 


Upon receipt of the photograph of| 

;gested that tl 

in an attempt t o establish whether or not 


from 


• * * W X 4. J. VMA 

th e WFQ^tt is sug gested that the LA Office display that ph otograph 
v~i r,-—---—-— I [ 


to I ~~ T in an attempt t o esti 

is iderftfical with the person whom 
at a New Year's Eve party during 1950 . 


recalled as having met 


In view of the subject's apparent present residence in the 
USSR, emphasis is now being given to establish when the subject 
re-entered the United States, subsequent to his departure during 
1933* and whether or not his assignment at the MED, Oak Ridge, 
while a member of the US Army during 1944/ was a "coincidence." 

In that regard, as reported in rerep of 7 / 2/56 J~ I statements 

relating to his Army service at Oak Ridge which involved "personnel 
procurement" for the AEC is of possible significance. 


Rerep of 3/ 9/56 
•s _ 


which reported the results of an interview 

disclosed 


with the subject 

that according tof |the subject was closely associated 

with a zoology professor at Columbia University during 1948. In 
an attempt to identify that individual, the following names of 
Columbia University faculty members assigned to the Zoology Department 
during the school year 1947-1948, should be discussed Withf ' 


for possible identification of the subject's alleged associate: 
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7/19/56 


Letter To Director 


f 

/ / 


The following individuals were graduate students 
employed in the Zoology Departmentt 
_ — ____ 


RE: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP-R 



It is noted that the above information pertaining 
to Zoology Department faculty members at Columbia Univ ersity 
was made available by I I Zoology 


Department, Columbia University to SA 
Itne 14, 1956. 


on 





- ■ 

Office Memorandum ♦ un^ed states government 


TO 


5 R. R. ROAC& 



DATB: j uly j8, 1956 


FROM : S. J. PAPICK$ 

SUBJECT: 




GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - it 






Tolson — 
Nichols — 
Board man 
Belmont _ 

Mason - 

Mohr- 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 


On July 16 , 1956, 
bureau 
May 16, 1956, jC 


_ of £IA A&Ssed 

that the Bure aujiad transmitted^ a letter^ to CIA*datefl£ , /• ^ 


Nease - 

Winterrowd — 
Tele. Room . 

Holloman_ 

Gandy_ 


—t 


3 T ^7 


'j'Vl 
/ / 


ACTION: 

The above information is being directed to the atten¬ 
tion of the Espionage Section. 


fe- 


bal 




(4) 

cc: Mr. Roach 


Mr. Papich. 


y 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN I3 l',-! S’S' FIED . 
EXCEPT jTHl'IE 3H03U 
OTHERWISE \ 




B8/JUL27 


*v 








(0 5 *^ *11( — jM) 


16 JUL 24 1956 
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*TJUWARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Mem, Aum • united £ 


GOVi^NMENT 




DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, NEW YORK ( 65 -I 6756 ) 


DATE: 8/^-/56 


h : 


GEORGE JCOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Of SA 



erewith are fiee copies of the report 
NY, dated and captioned as above. 


In an attempt to develop all available information 
relating to the subject's selection for the Array Specialized 
Training Program (ASTP) during World War II and his 
subsequent assignment to the Manhattan Engineering District 
(MED), at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and Dayton, Ohio, during 
the period 1944-1946 St, Louis is requested to conduct 
the following record checks at the Federal Records Center 
(FRC), St, Louis, Missouri: 

Will attempt to locate US Army reqprds pertaining 
to ASTP "STAR Center (Specialized Training and Reassignment 
Center), The Citadel, Charleston, South Carolina," and if 
successful review those records for any information 
relattig to the subject's selection into the ASTP, such as 
Army officers and civilian personnel who interviewed or 
recommended him for ASTP training. In that regard will also attempl 
to obtain ASTP records for "ASTU 3225" the subject's Army 
Specialized Training Unit at CCNY, Any records located 
concerning ASTU 3225 should be reviewed concerning the 
.^abject for pertinent information, as described above, and 
ig^lPqpecifically for Information relating to his assignment 

to the MED, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Emphasis should be given 
t j ascertain the identities of Army officers or civilian 
^personnel who recommended the subject for the above 
ftasslgnment. In the event it is determined at St. Louis 
What the above records may be located elsewhere St. Louis 
tom .requested to set out the necessary leads to locate and 
review that information. 

In addition to the above, St, Louis is requested 
to leeate US Army service files for the following individuals 


2^Bu*aatt (65-62911) (Encs.5)(RM) 

~2lSt. Louis (05-1914) (RM) / __ / i n 

2-WasliingKfei^ieId < 409 * 6901 )tintimnHPP1 \Lq5 ~ III 

1-New forte ( 65 - 16750 ) ™ -“ 

WCG?amc \ ’* 1956 

(7) ’ ' 
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Letter to Director, FBI 


8/2/56 


RE: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

described in the attached report as US Army staff officers 
who administered the ASfP at CCNY. The purpose of this 
investigation is to ascertain the last known addresses for 
those individuals to facilitate interviews with them 
concerning the subject and the administration of the ASTP, 
CCNY: 


Colonel RAYMOND P. COOKE (subject's MED security 
file disclosed one Colonel COOK, 10001 Chattanooga 
Engineer's Battalion as his "former commanding officer") 


The exact military status (regular Army or reserve 
Army service numbers, and pertinent background data are 
not presently known concerning the above officers. 

St. Louis is also requested to attempt to 
locate and review th e Army service files of Lieutenant 

| 10001 Engineering Battalion, APD 
Number 26, who was listed by subject in his MED questionnaire 
as a "reference." 

The WFO will at the Washington Atomic Enerfey 
Commission Security Office, Washington, D.C., review the 
subject's MED security file and other available MED 
records pertinent to subject's assignment with MED at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and Dayton, Ohio, in an attempt to 
develop in detail all information relating to the exact 
nature of subject's duties at Oak Ridge and Dayton including 





Letter to Director, FBI 


8 / 2 / 5 ^ 


RE: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

his leave and travel records. Qnphasis should be given to 
ascertain whether or not the MED conducted a ''clearance 
investigation'’ of the subject and if so report the 
results of that investigation. 

In the event the WFO is unable to locate MED 
records at the Atomic Energy Commission Security Office, 
WO will expeditiously advise St. Louis thereof, and S£t 
Louis will attempt to locate pertinent MED records at the 
FRC, St. Louis, for review as designated above for the 
WFO. 

/ The Bureau is requested to consider the 

advisability of requesting its liaison representative 
at Paris, France, to verify subject's reported residence 
at the Hotel Litre dtfring and around October 21, 1948, and 
to develop any available information concerning the 
subject's activities while in Paris, France. 





Report Stfrm 

g rara 
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TITLE OF CASE 


REPORT made by 


TYPED BY 


GEORGE KOVAL 


CHARACTER OF CASE / 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS: 


// 

y 

V, 



V 


I College of the City of NY (CCNY) advised 
identities of officers who administered Army Specialized 
Training Program (ASTP) at CCNY 1943-1944 unrecalled. 
Staff officers ASTP, CCNY, and Instructional Staff 
Military Service Department as listed in 10/6/43 
edition CCNY newspaper '"The Campus'' and "CCNY Bullet in 1 ' 
1942-1943 set forth. Subject's personnel folder as 
filed with ASTP records CCNY disclosed he was screened 
for ASTP atfhe Citadel, Charleston, South Carolina, 
and that ASTP u nit. CCNY, was designated as 'ASTU 3225'. 

| advised that post card received from 
subject postmarked 10/21/48, Paris, Prance, dis closed 
subject resided at Hotel Litre, Paris, Prance. | ~1 

1 advised that subject held a position of key 
importance with Raven Electric Company (REC), NYC, 
during 1940 and 1941. Stated he could re call' nothing 
concern ing relationship between KOVAL and | ^~\ 

1 which suggested their involve ment in subversive 
activity. Results of recont act wlth | 

set fopth. | | advlse^^j^^^he was casually 
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acquainted with subject during the summer of 19^7 or 
19^3. Unable to recall any information regarding 
subject's background activities or present whereabouts. 

- P - 


DETAILS: 


Regarding the Army Specialized 
Training Program, College of the 
City of New York 


College L 

Intervrewed on flay 11, 1956, by SA| 

1 h 




"was 


and advised as follows: 


The Army Specialized Training 
Program (ASTP) was instituted at CCNY by the 
United States Army during the spring of 1943. 
The unit was administered by a staff of Uhlted 
States Army officers under the command of 
Colonel RAYMOND P. COOKE who died shortly 
subsequent to World War II. The faculty at 
CCNY made certain suggestions as to the 
curriculum for the training unit but the 
training program #*as in its entirety 
designed and supervised by the United States 
Army. The training program f was originally 
scheduled to afford one years training in 
various language, technical and mathematical 
subjects but it is recalled that the Army 
shortened the training period to a duration 
of approximately nine months. 


The ASTP class members were selected 
at various United States Army basic training 
camps on the basis of Army aptitude tests. 
Military assignments from CCNY for the various 
ASTP classes were made exclusively by the 
Army without consultation with faculty members 
of CCNY. The possibility of a class member 
having any information pertaining to his 
assignment prior to the completion of the 




NY 65-16756 



probability not known to the ASTP staff officers themselves 
until the actual assignments were made by the Department 
of the Army. 


WALTER KNITTLE, former Director of the evening 
session, CCNY, deceased during 1947* was described as 
the "co-ordinator of related ASTP and CCNY matters," such 
as campus housing and student recreational activities and 
had considerable contact with the Army officers in that 
regard. 


Other than KNITTLE the faculty at CCNY had 
little contact with the Army administrative staff because 
of which the identities of those officers are presently 
unrecalled. 


On May 14, 1956 , I 1 advised SA | 

that he conferred with the following faculty members of 
CCNY regarding their knowledge of the identities of the 
Army officers who directed the .ASTP at CCNY, each of 
whom were unable to recall the name of an officer connected 
with that program: £ , vfThi t,ry or*f*~*y**« 


I I stated the above faculty members are 

the only individuals known to him who had some direct 
connection with the ASTP administrative staff at CCNY 
during 1943-19^. 


on May macte available to SA[ 


] Office of the Registra r. 


_the 

weekly issues of the CCNY, newspaper "The Campus" for the 
period June, 1943* through June, 1944. The issue dated 
October 6, 1943* disclosed an article which identified the 
staff officers of the ASTP at CCNY as follows: 


b7C 
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TitA f*''*’* A«m^ 

Colonel RAYMOND l^COOKE , C ommandan t 
Ma:jor CHRISTOPHEB&gCHEL 
Major FRAMK^ShRISTIAN 
C olonel J. JPdfSfflER 

A review of the 'CCNY Bulletin 1942-1943" (last 
bulletin pub lishe d until 1 946) as made available by Mr. 

I I to SA I I on May 22, 1956, in addition to 

the above individuals identified the following as 
•I nstructional Staff , M^itary Sclence Depa rtment:'* 

Major THBOPQBB^ a6c3iaiaW ' 

Lieutenant Colonel C .■©■/^BUCKLAND 

Ma jcrryfcTOTER (first name not listed.) 



I 


the 1944 CCNY yearbook 


also made available for review 


Microcosm - Lexican” which, other 
than an article summarizing the purpose of the ASTP at 
CCNY, failed to disclose information pertinent to this 
investigation. j ^ 


was contacted by SA[ 
as follows: 


_ I CCNY. 

on July 12, 1956, and advised 


b7C 


A thorough search of available ASTP records failed 
to disclose information relating to the administration of 
the ASTP at CCNY by the United States Army. The ASTP 
records maintained in the permanent custody of CCNY consist 
of a ’personnel folder for each ASTP member and instructor's 
rollbooks." 

The subject's personnel folder was reviewed which 
disclosed the following information not previously known 
concerning him: 


He was screened for the ASTP at The Citadel, 
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Charleston, South Carolina, which university was also 
designated as his "star unit. His Army ASTP unit at 
CCNY was designated as ASTU 3225." The duration of the 
ASTP at CCNY was listed as from *8/9/43 to 7/29/44." 


Con cerning the above , it is noted that on June 

3* 1955* SB | _ I reviewed the subject's 

Army service record on file at the Adjutant General's 
Office, World War II Unit, St. Louis, Missouri, which 
disclosed the following: 


GEORGE KOVAL, Army Serial Number 32790994, entered 
on active duty with the United States Army on February 
11, 1943, at Fort Dix, New Jersey. He was honorably 
discharged as a "Technician third grade at Camp Atterbur*y, 
Indiana, on February 12, 1946. He attended CCNY, New York 
City, under the ASTP duringthe period 1943-1944. 


-Li. 




J 


and 
closely 


York, who when orig inally contacted by SAS|_ 

I I on May 25*1955* advised he was 

acquainted with the subject during the period 1943-1944 and 
1946-194 8." was recontacted on July 13, 1956, by SA 
and advised as follows: 


He is unable to recall the names of the various 
Army staff officers who directed the ASTP at CCNY. Upon 
locating his Certificate o f ASTP Training' he advis ed 
that the certificate listed l~ 

Has "Issu ing Officer. “ I I vaguely recalled 

H as the ASTP "commander in the New York area.” 


|_|also advised that as a result of a recent 

search of his personal effects he located a post card 
received from the subject during the fall of 1948. The 
post card which was postmarked October 21* 1948, Paris, 

France, disclosed that the subject was residing at the 

Hotel Litre, Paris, France, at the time he wrote the post card, j 


I_| stated that with the exception of the above 

he was unable to furnish additional information regarding 
the subject. 
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Interview with 


I [ Queens, 

Lon g^sland. New Y ork^ wa g intervie wed on June ld7 1956, 


and. advised as follows: 


He was employed as a ''counterman 1 ' with theJ Baven 
Electric Company jBJBC) at 20 West 23rd Street, New York 
City, from approximately 1948 to November, 1950. He 
obtained his employment with the REC as a result of hi s 



to his recollection. 

dates .back to the early 1930*s. He stated that his uncle. 

i 



|also were 

'formerly employed with^ 

phe REC during the early and raid 

. 194,01a, 1 

| stated that to the best of his 

recollection! 

1 had been acauainted with 

various I 

Ifor 

approximately 30 years, 
was not a "close one." 

but noted that the acquaintanceship 



A passport ph otograph of the subject taken during 
1948 was displayed to l I who identified the 

photograph as GEORGE KOVAL, f ormerly e mployed with the 
REC during the early 1940*s. I ~| stated that although 

his employment at t he REC d id not commence until 1948 he 
was in contact wit h i l at the premises of the REC 

during 1940 and 1941, at which time he recalls that the 
subject held a position of key importance with the company. 
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KOVAL'S principal duty with the REC was to enter 
bids on var ious elec trical installation Jobs and is 
recalled by | | as 5X1 extremely intelligent individual 

and hard worker.' 

I L although obviously very friendly with the 

subject, never discussed the subject's background and 
did not mention the circumstances relating to when and' hdw 
the subject obtained his employment with the REC. 


] emphatically stated he could recall nothing 
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concerning the relationship between KOVAL and|_| which 

suggeste d their involvement in subversive activity. 

I l has stated that he has not seen or heard o f 

KOVAL since 1941 or 1942 and cannot recall I I having 

discussed KOVAL durirw 


iring tJ 

w ith the REC from 1948 -to 1950. 


L 


foreign 
none of the 

terms with[_ 

attributed to[ 


the period of 

#• jtt 


Jemployment 


/) 


H‘ * 


stated that julst prior to I 
travel from the U nited States! duri ng early 1951 , 


member s of the T I was on speakini 

]or his wife, which |pondition[ 


as a :, bitter and antagonistic woman. "J 


althoug h unexpected, 
in that I 

I- \ k 


was described by 


Whom he d escribed 
I departure, 
I as " logical' 
]and 


act indicated ne was interestea in some engineering 


opportunity in Europe. 


furnish 
ofC 


|stated that he is unable to 
information relating to the present whereabouts 
or the subject but noted that it is generally rumored that 
” ] established residence in Poland after departing 


the tfriited States. 


][a confidential 


_ source abroa 

foll owing information during July, 1952, 


<4J advis 


whom 


advised the 
attributed to 


has described as having supplied accurate 


information in the past, but who has apparently withheld 
information on various occasions. 




._, another government agency ifhich conducts U J: 0 /.. ? 

intelligence investigations, furnished the fol lowin g 
information on November 6, 1953, attributed to l L who 
has furnished reliable and unreliable information in the 
past 'Jgft LX. 

yy 


c IfiSifrtJ 

\*r O&Q Oro 

'Qi 



- 7 - 
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|____ _| Attorney 

handling the general assignment of the REC, InTavox* 
of creditors, made available on February 14, 1952, 
various books and rec ords relating t o the operation 
of that company to SA and SA I 


The re cords disclosed that |_ 

~~| New York City, was employed with the 
rom November 1, 1948, to November 3> 1950* 


vise _ 

on July 19, 1950, 
an emplo yee of t he REC, resided at 

ed that 
and a cousin. 


r 

and in |_| opinion had attempted to 

influence his thinking in that direction during 
conversations he had with them. 




Recontact with 


Long island. New York, was recontacted by SA 
on June 28, 1956, and advised as follows: 

Sincethe occasion of his last interview during 
December, 1955* with Special Agents of the FBI he has h ad 
an occasion to discuss with his father, ! I 

the nature of the latter's knowle dge pertaining to the 
relationship that existed between ! l and 

the subject. His fath er stated that although he was in 
occasional contact wit*_since around the 1930 's, he 
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and f 


] rec 


|were not on 
recalled that 


Infrequent occasions 


c 


close friendly" terms. 

I would discuss KOVAL on 
but did not mention when or v/here 


] 


he 


originally met KOVAL or when KOVAL started working for 
the REC. 


It i s noted that when int erviewed by SAS f 
and I \ on December 21, 1955. F~ "" 


stated that his father, |_ 


J might possibly 


have information concernin g the nature of the relationship 
between KOVAL and I 


by SAS[ 


was 


.j^nter viewed on January 31, 


1956, 

at which time he denied having 


knowle dge conce rning the nature of the relationship 


between 


and the subject. 


Interview with 


r 



l_Lpng 

Island, 1 


was Interviewee 

i on June 1, 1956, by 
and advised as follows 



She identified a photograph of the subject as 
,f a former acquaintance named GEORGE KOVAL with whom she 
was casually acquainted during the su mmer of either^I947^ 
or 1948. M A photograph identified bv l I 


b7C 




1 was also displayed to 


on April 2 6. 1956, as that of t he subTecF 


and 


who 


acknowledged that the photograph was taken ''while she was 
in the company of the subject during a summer date in 
1947 or 1948.* 


|_| advised t hat she met the subje ct at 

a party held in the apartment of| Hwhom 

she recalled as a "former close acquaintance of the subject.** 
Subsequent to meeting the subject, she had approximately 
two or three dates with him, after which she had no 
additional contact with the subject. 


stated that she was unable to 





r 
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furnish any information concerning the subject's background, 
activities or his whereabouts. The only information 
she could recall regarding the subjec t was that he was 
a student at CCNY who associated with | | 

a fellow student during 1948. 

I 1 stated that she has neither heard 

offlor been in contact with the subject since the summer 
of either 1947 or 1948. 


Investigation at the Massachusetts Institute of Technolo 


Institute^ 



s fmmm 


Advised SA I ~~l. on April 30, 1956, that 

the records of MIT contain no in formation relati ng fgjj j 

to the professor who recommended | for the /*4 * y 

"cooperative training program *' at MIT during 1947 or 194oT*”"" 


"cooperative training program *' ax 


luring 


t7 or 19i 


Concerning the above, it is not ed that w hen 
recontacted on February 9. 1956. bv SASI H and 

_[Bronx, 

New York, furnished inform ation rel ating to the identity 
of a professo r of MIT whomI I described as 'extremely 

friendly w ith I I during t he Jate 1940'3 .** 

linformation d isclosed that while l I 

H was a student at MIT during the 
late 1940's he participated in an “on the job training 
program" known at MIT as the "cooperative training program.' 

I ~l believed that a review of | | 

scholastic file at MIT would disclose the name of the 
professor who, during 1947 or 1948 was responsible for the 
latters enrollment in the above-menti oned trai ning 
program, which professor according to | l is identical 

with the MIT faculty mem ber previously dpRnr-l b ed as 
‘‘extremely friendly with 1 

Regarding S. GERTZ and I 

(possibly identical with subject's uncle and 
cousin) 
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On March 14, 1955, 

Clerk, Office of the Clerk 1 Of the Di strict Court. WonriW v 
County, Sioux City, Iowa, advised SAT \ 

that th %Whiect >S3unt, PEARL KOVAL, on January 7, 

1922, m 30 (1922), in Sioux City, 

JLsm- r t «- 


SARjrifeigz 
SAM GERTZ. 


, neti WjROVAL. 
as recorded in 


On April 2, 1925, FEi 

was awarddd a divorce from SAm QERTZ, as recorded in 
Book 104, page 167 in Equity Case 50835", Sioux City, 
20MSt> According to the petition for the divorce, PEARL 
and SAM QERTZ had one child, GRACE GERTZ, two years of 
age (1925), custody being given to Mrs. PEARL GERTZ.,,, 

,N >'*•#&** ! 




JEnteL 

lZ 

*1 


Information furnished by the Office of/Naval - 
iteULigence, during 1951, reflect ed a Mr. anci/.Mra. s 
TZ. and thpi r» married daughter. 


f 


resided 


Chicago. . mmols . 


,-was described as a Sales Executive for the National 

.^Distillers Corporation. 


. _ _1 National 

Distillers rroaucts corporation, Beverage Sales Division, 
300 West Washington StreetChicago, Illinois, advised 
SA 1 1 -- 0 -- 


on May 8, 1956, that the 


■ ■ —'*1 * J wnu 

records or the Beverage Sales Division failed to reflect 
an employment of anyone with the last name of GERTZ. 


I 


1 tftlerjhonically contacted 


of u.S. industrial CheraicaT 


company, chemical Division, 4100 South Cicero Avenue, a 
division of National Distillers Products Corporation, who 
advised that his records did not reflect the employment 
of an individual with the last name GERTZ. 

According to I ~] the personnel records 

at the National Distillers Products Corporation, 99 Park 
Avenue, New York City, would reflect the employment of an 
individual who was employed on a salary basis or in an 
executive capacity for the National Distillers Products 
Corporation. 

- 11 - 
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On May 21, 1956, Mrs. GOLDIftfolffiSHTE L. _ 15203 
.Hart Book Avenue. Sherman haira- n allfornLa. was ipt ervl ewe d 
V 5 _ 



Mrs. GURSHTEL identified herself as the aunt of 
GEORGE KOVAL, describing the latter as having departed-Sioux Cit; 
Iowa, with his family for Russia during the spring of 
1932. 


b7C 


Mrs. GURSHTEL furnished the followin 
concerning the subject's cousin r ~ 


5 


information 


[ 


GERTZ, ne »«r 
divorced. Is 


LVER . 


is the daugh ter of SAM and .PEARL 

_ _ I previously married and 

now married"tS*- ! I and resides at 


V an Nuys, California ." f 


Z 


Information furnished by 


]Standard Lighting Fixture Company, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Brooklyn, New York, was-contacted by SA| 
July 12, 19557 and advised as follows: 


on 
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Hb recalls an electric supply company known as the 
REC as having been in business in Hew York City during 
the 19^0's. He recalls that he met the owner of that 
company at several meetings of the Eastern Electrical 
Wholesalers Association, New York City" the last occasion 
of which was around 1949 or 1950. Ke was unable to 
recall the owner's name and stated he could not recall having 
met any of the employees of the REC. 


A photograph of[ 


bsen taken during 1947 was c 
the photograph as that of 

lisplayed to 

who 


V 

fas unaoie to identify 


Lbelieved to have 


b7C 


previously 

a 


KOVAL was unfamil iar to him 


stated that he was 


Standard Lighting Fixture Company (SIF), 
Brooklyn, New York, during the period 1922 to 1950. He 


- 12 - 
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oou ld not re call any business dealings between the SLF 
and[ * 


pertaining 


and was unable to furnish any information 
o the nature of the business operations of the 
suggested that inquiry concerning the subject 
be made at the aforementioned Eastern Electrical 


Wholesalers Association, New York City, which association 
maintains detailed b usiness records conc erning its past 

Jbelieved that 


and active members. __ 
was a member of that 


association. 


The current telephone directory for the Borough 
of M anhattan, New York City, as checked on June 20, 1956, 
by S A I disclosed a telephone listing of AL 5-8430 

for the Eastern Electrical Wholesalers Association, 
Incorporated, 31 Union Square, New York City. 




Concerning the abov e. it is noted thatj 

] arm, advised SAS 


'and | _[on November 29, 1955, that he 

recalled the subject had a "contact for the purchase of 
electrical appliances and equipment at an electrical 
retail store located at the corner of Flatbush Avenue and 
liafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York." 


On February 24, 1956, 


SLF, 


comer of Flatbush A venue and Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, 


New York, advised SA[ 


_ the SLF formerly did 

business with the now defunct REC opera ted during the 


]tha 


1940's by 


j: 


identified!! 


] Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, New York, as the owner 


of the SLF during the 1940's 


Miscellaneous 


I I who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on December 27, 195S& that correspondence 
was received by _HAHRYr or GOLgl ^QmSHTEL. 15203 Hartsook 
Avenu e, Sherman Oaks. -California . on December" 73, 1955, 
from an "unknown person, 80 EasX 11th Street, New York 
City/ 


b7C 


b2 
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On July 2, 1956, SA 


ascertained that a six 
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RET 


story office building is located at the site of 80 East 
11th Street, New York City. The Directory of the office 
building disclosed that the premises are.occupied by 
twenty-eight business firms. 
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Identity of Date of Activity Date 

Source Or Description of Received 

_Information 


30 day maU- 12/27/55 

_cover onl_I and 


Van Nuys, California 



Agent to Pile Number 
whom where 

Furnished Located 


SAcin 65-16756- 
Charge 109 
FBI, LA 
by letter 
dated 12/27/55 


Careful consideration has been given to the sources 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report only 
in those instances where it is necessary to conceal the 
identity of the informants. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 



LEADS 


. * P* 

** - o7 07 * 


At Van Nuys, California 


_Will attempt to locate and interview 

I the subject's cousi n, whose residence has been 
reported as atf I Van Nuys. California. 

I I in addition to being questioned concerning 

her knowledge of the subject, should also be questioned 
regarding the present whereabouts of SAMUEL GERTZ, the 
subject's uncle. If that Information is developed and In 
absence of derogatory Information will interview SAM 
GERTZ concerning his knowledge of the subject's past 
activities. 


St. Louis 

One copy of this report is being designated for 
St. Louis inasmuch as that office is presently conducting 
investigation concerning the subject. 




PAGE 
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Washington Field 

One copy of this report is being designated for 
Washington Field inasmuch as that office is presently 
conducting investigation concerning the subject. 

NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 


1. Will recontact[ 


St., Bronx, NY, regarding any additional information 
known to him con cerning the identity of the professor 


at MIT with whom 


was 'extremely friendly." 


2. Will make inquiry at the Eastern Electrical 
Wholesalers Association, 31 Union Square, NYC, regarding 
anv record th^t association may have for| I 

or GEORGE KOVAL. 


3. Will make an additional attempt to verify 
the subject's reported residence at 311 West 72nd St., 
NYC, during the period 1936-1939, it being noted the 
subject listed the above address information in a 
questionnaire executed for the $!ED during 1944. 

4. Will consider the advisability of conducting 
appropriate manifest reviews at INS, NYC, regarding the 
subject and his family who reportedly departed the US at 
NYC for Russia during the spring of 1932. 


5. Will also consider the advisability of 
conducting manifest reviews at INS, NYC, in an attempt 
to ascertain the subject's date of return to the US from 
Russia, which according to previous investigation, may 
have been sometime during the period 1939-1941. 

6. Will at Columbia University review student 

records in an attempt to locate background'information 
concerning ! ~H who reportedly matriculated 

at Columbia University (period unknown). 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D ) 
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7. *Will identify 

1 who was a receoient 

of a telegram from 

on 9/10/55. 


8. *Will continue indices review of FRANCISCO 
PETRINOVIC to develop information which might assist 
this investigation. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA 
5/25/56. 


NY, 
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Report 
FD-Tfl (I 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 


BOSTCSf 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

MBS’ YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


GEORGE 


3 KWU.' 


ids 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


7/6,9,25/56 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS: 


Btcords, I:as?. Institute of Te chnology, reflect] _ lattended 

a Suutuer Session during 1955. | H u aboratory 

for Electronics, advised he attended AST? at CCNY wi-th subject during 19U3 
and 19H and was assi gned to NED at Oak Ridge with the subject during I 9 I 4 I 4 
and 19U5. I I has not seen nor heard from the subject since 19b5. 

I described subject as an able, reliab le person whonhp r egarded as 
loyal to the United States. Subject unknown tol I 

- RUC - 1 - 1 

DETAILS; 

On July 6 , 1956_Registrar’s Office, Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, Massachusetts '-.venue, Oxbridge, Massachusetts, 
furnished the following information fror. her records; 

_I att ended a Speci al Summer Session 

program from June 20 , 1955 to Julv 1 , 1955 . | | advised that the 

course was classified as a Special Course for Professional Industrial People, 
and was not one for which academic credit was granted. She stated her 
records did not reflect any further information, and suggested the records 
of the Summer Session’s Office be checked. 


APPROVED 


COPIES MADE: 


SPECIAL. AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


G} Bureau (65-62911) (RM) 

3 - Now York (65-16756/ (HM) 
1 - Boston (65-3981) 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELjOW 

(p c|)RDED-B2 


AUG 8 1956 


DATE FCR \l. 'L 

JOWEORW^g^-_ £ 


atm 1 


AUb la ijbd 


PROPERTY OF-TBI. This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither It nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 

«. S. eOVttMKNT PRINTING OFFICt IS POST I 
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On July 6, 195 4 I Sunr-er Session's Office, liassa- 

chusetts Institute of technology, furnished the following info nation from 
her records: 

I 1 whose business address was reflected as Laboratory 

for Electronics, 75 Pitts Street, Boston, Massachusetts, a Mathematician, 
attended a Sum er Course entitled, "Numerical Analysis” from June 20, 

1955 until July!# 1955. The record did not reflect any additional in¬ 
formation. 

On July 9, 195c_advised he is employed as a Mathematician 

try the Lab oratory for Electronics, 75 Pitts Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 

1 furnished the following information regarding the subject: 

tfe first met the subject in ap oroximately lugust of 19U3 at Charleston, 

South Carolina. At that time, both he and tie subject were serving in 
the U. S. Army, and were assigned to an Army Specialized Training Pro gran 
(>STP). Shortly after August, 19U3 both he aid the subject attended 
classes in the AST? at the College of the City of Hew York (CCNY). The 
course was in Electrical Engineering, and was for approximately one year. 

They concluded their course in approximately August, 19UU and were both 
transferred to the I anhattan Engineers District (MED) at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
| ~1 was assigned at Oak Ridge from approximately August, 19UU until 

March, 1946, and the subject was assigned there from ay oroximat ely August . 
19 ) 4)1 until approximately August, 19^5 when he was transferred. I I 

was unable to state specifically where the subject was transferred to but 
was of the opinion the subject wa s transferred to an Atomic Energy Commission 
installation in Ohio. | I stated he hs>s not seen nor he=rd from the 

subject since the subject was transferred from Oak Ridge. He added he was 
unable to recall that the subject had attended the College of the City of 
New York as a student after he was discharged from the Army. 

I stated he aid the subject were roomma tes during the period they 
ware both assigned, to Cak Ridge, and I 1 re co lied the subject having 

stated he had previous ly been employed by the Raven Electric Corrp«n(y of New 
York City. [ ~l was unable to recall the exact nature of the subject's 

duties at the Raven Electric Company, but was of the opinion the subject's 
duties related to purchasing or exercising control over the inventories of 
material "ointained by the company. 

I I stated that while he and. the subject were assigned at Oak Ridge, 

the subject was a health ohysicist, an d in this c apacity checked the 
radiation hazard in the Laboratories. I stated th fl t his own duties 

at Oak Ridge during the first year consisted of repairing electrical 
instruments. He was a .juni or Physicist for the remainder of the leiiod 1 b 
was assigned to Oak Ridge. I ~1 explained that due to the variance 

in their respective duties he and the subject were not fellow employees, 
but were both employed in the Clinton Laboratory Building. 


-2 
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Biased on this degroo of association 


doscri.bed the subject as an 


honest, able, intelligent, competent in dividual whoa he regarded as being 
loyal to the United States. I I added the only associates of the 

subject he know vero the other individuals employed at Oak Ridge during 
this period whom he regarded as being loyal to the United States. 


_| recalled the following individuals who wore assigned to Chk 

Tidgo during the period, the subject was assigned there and who were friendly 
with the subject: 


ARNOLD KRATTSH 


STERNBERG was of the opinion that ARNOLD KRALTSH is presently employed 
By the: Rand Corporation in California. 


On July 25, 1956 1 

100 Sylvania Road, »/oburn, Mass., advised that[ 


] Sylvania E lectric Products, 
] w as employ ed 




as a Senior Engineer in the Development Department. | said|_ 

personnel file did not reflect ary information which teouio indicate a rela¬ 
tionship with the Subject. 


On July 25, 19561 


advised that he does not have any relatives 
or associates named GEORGS KOVAL and was unable to furnish any pertinent in¬ 
formation. 


- KUC - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

the Boston Office do not reflect any references for 


Loads to inter view I \ ARNOLD KLI MISH, I I and 

I mentioned to l I as former associates 

of tho subject, have not been set forth for the following reasons: 

~| has been int erviewed, the results of which have been 
set forth in the reports of SA [ I. dated March 22, 

1956 and May 25, 1956, at New York, in instant case. 

Tho report of SA | ~|» dated November 1, 1955* ft N G w 

York, in instant case, sots forth a lead for tho Washington Field Offico 
to attempt to locate ARNOLD KAAKISH at 3633 Everett Street, NW Washington, 
D.C. , and to interview him regarding tho subject. The Boston Filo docs 
not reflect the results of tho investigation conducted by tho Washington 
Field Office, and it is being loft to the discretion of the New York 
Offico to sot forth an apporpriatc load if similar information pertaining 
to tho thereabouts of IGTlilSH was not developed by the Washington Field 
Office. 

The report of SA | L dated May 25, 1956, at York, 

in instant ca se, sots forth a load for tho Chicago Office to interview 


The report of Or- | 

York, in instant case. 


sots fort 


dated Juno 29, 1955, at N q *j 
10 results of an interview with 


rJSFFrENCE 

Report of SA 
Report of SA 


., datod May 25, 1956, at ^cv York, 
dated July 11, 1956 at Kansas City. 
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SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 


fellok) stu dent wit h KOVAL in the AS TP at CCNY 
in 1943* interviewed. 


unable bo furnish any background 


information concerning KOVAL and has no knowledge of subject 
since he left CCNY in 194-4-• 


- R U C - 
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DETAILS: 


On July 30, 1956,,_ 

Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, was interviewed. 


It is noted that [ 


was a classmate of KOVAL 


in the Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) at the College 
of the City of New York (CCNY) during 194-3“ 194-4-* 


At the bime of the inberview,[ 
the following information: 


furnished 


agency 

flee-FTEm r * J 

DATE FORW. • ? t» - JT& 

HOW FORW. 

BY_ 


/ 





H 


DO NOT WRITS IN ' 


VloSLM- m 

■iPS—r'»_ / 


f5) - Bureau (65-62911) (RM) 

3 - New York (65-16756URM) 
1 - Chicago (65-4049)n?A 


PROPER 



16 


\ 



mjmrA 


INDEXED - 24 
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He first met KOVAL in the ASTP at CCNY in 
approximately September, 1943, and was closely associated 
with hi m until approximately September of 1944* when 
I ~l had to leave this ASTP class due to an accident 

in which he lost the sight in one eye. 


When returned to CCNY, the class that he 

was formerly a memDer with KOVAL, had graduated and had 
gone to Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


|_| has not heard from KOVAL since that time 

although he has heard indirectly that KOVAL had returned to 
CCNY in an unknown capacity. 


|_|was of the opinion that KOVAL was an 

orphan and was from New York City. He was unable to recall 
whether KOVAL had relatives in New York City, however, he 
stated that he was sure KOVAL had no close relatives in 
New York as he did not recall KOVAL visiting anyone while 
on leave. 


During one of the leaves between school terms, 
l invlted KOVAL to visit with him at his home in 
Chicago, as KOVAL had no one to visit during this leave. 


|_| recalled KOVAL had stated he had been 

employed prior to coming to CCNY with an electrical firm, 
but was unable to recall the na me or the owner. The 
na mes Raven Electri c Company or| | was unknown 

to | | was unable to rurnisn any mrormation which 

would reflect unfavorably upon KOVAL and stated he was a 
likeable conscientious person who was interested in good 
grades. He had no doubt as to KOVAL*s character or loyalty 
to the United States. 


|_| knew of nothing concerning KOVAL after 

he left CCNY ( and stated the only other persons he could recall 
who mlgh^ be/ able to furnish information concern ing KOVAL» 
was 


- R U C 
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REFERENCE 


Report of 
New York. 




dated May 25, 


1956, at 


b7C 
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iatort ' 

FO-263 P-12-98) 

TO «UL wmau of 


Reporting Office 

Office of Origin 

Date 

Investigative Period 

BALTIMORE 

NEW YORK 

8/15/56 

7/17; 8 / 7 ,8/56 


TITLE OF CASE 

[ Report sade by | 

Typed By: 


SA 



sd 

() 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


/' GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 

• 


/ 


8ynopals: 


On 8/7/56, | Baltimore, 

Maryland, advised tie Jcwsw geokgk koval during period of attendance 
at City College of New York, New York City, 1946 to 1948# He 
stated he knows nothing about KOVAL•s background or activities 
prior to 1946 and that activities of KOVAL (hiring period 1946 
to 1948 were those of average engineering student. FUCHS advised 
he has neither seen nor heard from KOVAL since January, 1948# 

- HOC - 


DETAILSS AT BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 

On August 7, 1956J I employed 

Westinghouse Air Arm Division, Friendship Airport, Maryland, 
advised that he attended City College of New York (CCNY), New York 
City from 1941 to 1943 and frcm September, 1946 to January, 1948 
graduating with a degree in electrical engineering. 





age:_ 

--KLLI. IlLll'U 
DATE FO Mtfti 
HOW FORW, " 
BY 


. 1 r - i /p ft T 
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☆ US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1955 O— 



are to be distributed outside 


SEitsf 


b7C 


b7C 





BA 65-2381* 


I identified a photograph exhibited to him as that of GEORGE 
KOVAL, a fellow engineering student, known to him only during the 
period of his attendance at CCNY from 1948 to 1948* 

I I stated that in a sense, he considered KOVAL a good friend, 
but on the other hand, he did not know him very well. He said 
KOVAL was a very quiet person, a good student, and upon reflection, 
KOVAL was a rqther mysterious person. I I explained that by 

mysterious, he meant nobody knew very much about KOVAL or his 
background and at the time he knew KOVAL, he did not think too 
seriously about this but attributed it to the fact that KOVAL was 
more mature and older than the average student in the engineering 
group. 


[ 


]advised that he knows absolutely nothing about KOVAL’S 


activities or background prior to 1946 and he never discussed 


He further advised that 
to 1948, he had no reason 


this with KOVAL or any other person, 
daring the period he knew KOVAL, 1946 . , 

to question or fee concerned about his activitie s since they were 
activities of the average engineering student. | |stated 

his relationship to KOVAL was that of any fellow student, that 
of attending classes, studying, and occasional social functions 
with KOVAL. He advised he knows of no other activities on the 
part of KOVAL during this period. He also stated that he has 
neither seen nor heard from KOVAL since leaving CCNY in January, 
1948. 


b7C 


I stated that during the period of 1946 to 1948 at CCNY, 
KOVAL was very conservative in his political views. He recalled 
on one occasion where the American Youth for Democracy (AYD) 
had gained control, of the Student Council, KOVAL led a group 
of engineers in opposition against the tactics and policies of 
the AYD in the Student Council. 

The American Youth for Democracy has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 

i stated that in theoretically dividing students into a 
cal classification of either liberals or conservatives, 
he would classify KOVAL as a conservative during that period. 


- 2 - 
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BA 65-2384 

I advised that KOVAL was popular with other students and was 
elected Chapter President of E ta Kappa Nu Fraternity at CCHY 
sometime during 1947* However, f ~ I stated that KOVAL seems to 

have dropped out of sight since 1946 and in talking to former 
classmates and professors, nobody seems to have heard from or 
about KOVAL. 


| advlsed that the only Information he knows concerning KOVAL 
is that several years ago,] a former engineering 

classmate CCNY, 1946 to 194^, currently employed by Bell Telep hone 
Laboratories, Whippany, New Jersey, told him that he I T 

inquired at the American Embass y in Pa ris, approximately 1950 

about KOVAL. I _related that ) [ felt he was given a "brush 

off a t the Embassy and did not get any inform ation about KOVAL. 

advised he did not know what Information ! \ had about 
KOVAL to cause him to make inquiry at the American Embassy in Paris, 
except he probably heard that KOVAL was working some place in 
Europe. 


_| stated that his sister,| 

Avenue, Bronx, New York, had at least one date with KOVAL sometime 
during the period 1946 to 1948 but he felt it was doubtful that 
she knew anything about KOVAL. 


RUC 


b7C 
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JMIK3M 


BA 65 — 2364 . 


This report in itself does not contain information warranting its 
being classified ^s$or$3f, It is therefore classified coiif±dent±at?^ 


A lead to interview 


employed Bell Telephone Laboratories, 


Whippany, New Jersey is not being set out but is being left to 
the discretion of the New York Office, inasmuch as this office is 
not aware of the extent or number of interviews conducted among 
former CCNY engineering students of the 1946 to 194® period. 


LEAD: NEW YORK DIVISION 


AT NEW YORK CITY 


Will locate and interview]_^___ 

Bronx, New York for any information she may possess concerning 
KOVAL*s background, activities, from 1932 to 1941 and during 
period 1946 to 194®. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA [ 
July 2, 1956. 


of Los Angeles flfcted 


b7C 
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1932#“obtained. [ 
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English translation of letter from ABRAHAM KOVAL written 
In Russian dated 5/20/56 to GOUDA GTJRSHXEL set forth, 
GURSHTEL advises during visit to Russia in 1936 she and 
husband visited KOVAL at Moscow where he was then student 
at Mendeleev Chemical institute and met "LYUDMHA" then 
fiancee of KOVAL, GURSHTELa remained in Moscow about 10 
days* Later| saw GEORGE KOVAL at collective farm of his 
father Where he stated he would remain for school vaoation. 
Photography entity KOVAL family, taiwn nr»t departure 


interviewed* 


3 Advises no knowledge or gborge KOVAL'S presence in U.S. 

1 / between 1940-1948* States her father, SAM GERTZ, and 

' mother, PEARL SCLVER, separated and divorced about 1924 

and none of family have soon nor heard of SAM GERTZ since* 
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DETAILS: . / •'=- 

OOLDA\mi RSHTEL. sub fe c t»s mint, wb previously 

interviewed by SAs ] __ _ 1 

on June 19, 19^6, She furnished a letter ppat marJaa way Z2, 
19<6, in Bus a la , from her brother, ABRAHAwftuVAL, subject’s 
father. Sbs stated this letter contains news of the KOVAL w 
family in Russia. >4 7JLjJ!L]Jl—~ 

The following is a translation of the above- 
described > tter: 


"Dear sister GOLDA: 


"Your short lexers were received. The 
one to me, on the first of May, the other one 
to^HAYA, today. Rj££jJJL~ 

"I have decided to answer your letters 
briefly and am writing in Russian, this is 
more convenient for me. 

"Twenty years have passed since we have 
seen eaoh other and during this time several 
changes have taken place in our family. 


"Our dear GEYBI (GABRIEL?) died August 30, 
1943* in a battle against the German fascists. 
ETL (ETHEL?) died August 28, 1952, from the 
dread disease, cancer. All the rest of us are 
alive and well. I am now about 75 and feel good, 
I am working. I live, as always, with SHAYA’s 
family. We live and work at the same place, the 


Lldren. The 
(she was bcrn 


oolleotiye^ 

"SHAYA^and^MTJSYA have four cl 
first oneJ^fTA, ?f> nil 

soon after your departure). She is finishing 
the Doctor*s Assistant-Midwife School, she is 
married (we celebpa^ted her wedding M ay first )., 

The second oneWSOFIYA, is l^veEra/Tai"""She-* - rr * 
is attending school, she wfffrlnfiln ths 8th O & f* 
Glass. The third ona^jraALIRA, is attending 
school, she will finish the 8th Class, she is 
12 years old^ Thp fou rth ont^^BfflfltADI, a son. 


UJlL 


LUX ft * OUii) 

a&fh a/ 

m mm mmmmm rnmmmm 
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** ia 7 yeirs old* 9 b la atte n di n g school and wl 11 
finish the 1st Class* They a^.fl^^od children. 

V GEO ROE ^ lives' in MQfiOQwj he still work* for 
the Mendeleev Chemical Institute. Bis title is: 
'Candidate of Technical Soiens&ft** He is living 
&th his wife ,£YUDMIIA (you saw them once in Hosccw) 
hut they have no children. _ 

/, . , w-j~ A**)*** 4 "**' 

, * * i h •'* ««■•* 

“Well, that is 1 all for now. 


you. 


Hartsook. Pf»*™ r R » l1taMU> r u.».a."i revurn iao«M <p_. 

“A. I. KOVAL, 2nd Volchaevska Station, Khabarovsky Territory f ' 

*l8th Party Congress' Collective Perm.* G Oc £> Ag&oU#S}fTG !t/^~ 


“Much, much love from all of us to all oJ 

- tt a I i h *L& 


iVAL" 




The letter 


turned? 


■» / r 

T%uuft> 


It i s noted that HARRY and^TWtP MWURSHHSLj 
Hartsook Avenue, shorman Oalea. If orni^c Vare prei 
• faLiMMd ttfr al i i 

May 24, 1956* They advieed at this time that in 19] 


9 U*SHTeLJV&- 

13201 


travelled to Europe during which time they visited BARRY 
GURSHTEL's parents then in Poland and later vial ted ABRAHAM 
KOVAL and his family in the Far Eastern jfteglon of Biro-Bidjsn 
and spent about one wm* with the KOVAL family. They advised 
that GEORGE and ISIAUfJCOVAL. the two oldest sons of ABRAHAM, 
were assisting tKSIrratfisr on acolleotlve farm, neither otf] U SS! 

the GURSHTELs, during interview on May 24, 195&, mentioned - ^^ 

travel to Moscow or having seen GEORGE KOVAL in Moscow. J___.—-— 

On August 22, 1956, Mrs. 00LEA GURSHTEL and HARRY 
GURSHTEL, 152 03 Hartaook Avenue* flhawaew Oaks* were r einter- 
viewed by SAs | 1 Mrs. 

GURSHTEL was questioned oonoeming a phrase in the letter, 
translation of whloh is set forth abore, pertaining to the 
last paragraph in which the letter indicates that GEORGE 
KOVAL and LYUDMILA were seen by the GURSHTELa in Mosoow. 

Mrs• GURSHTEL advised she does not recall having 
emitted this phrase when reading this letter to Special 
Agents on May 24, 1956, but explained as follows: 


- 3 - 
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During the GURSHTELs trip to Russia In 1936 she 
and her husband first visited his relatives in Poland* 

They then travelled to Mosoow where they remained about ten days. 
During this ten-day stay in Moscow, they saw GEORGE KOVAL 
many times. GEORGE KOVAL at this time was a student at the 
Mendeleev Institute in Moscow* On one such meeting, KOVAL 
introduced to the GURSHTELs his girl friend LIUDMILA and 
stated that she was also known as ®MILL2E. n The GURSHTELs 
state that they only saw LIUDMILA once and reoall nothing 
of her background except she was also a student at the 
Mendeleev Institute. The GURSHTELs described LYUDMILA 
as follows: .. ^ 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

‘HetgEE 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Complexion 

Eyes 


*ka 


white 

Female 

w 

Unknown 
Slender 
Light brown 
Medium olive 
Unknown 


ocr (oU)& 


.. . . During this visit with KOVAL, the GURSHTELs advised 

j 7 iL he -,i t * ted ^ aft€r he 06mB to Ruasl * ih 1932 he had great 
difficulty mattering the Russian language; therefore, for two 
years had remained on the collective farm with his father 
V^Li 0r ? er t ? stud y Russian language. He stated in about 
4 entered the Mendeleev Chemioal Institute and was 

in 1936 working toward a degree. The GURSHTELs advised they 
departed Moaoow and then travelled to visit her brother y 
ABRAHAM KOVAL, on the collective farm 5 

?£v?r r o~Si dJa !?‘ 'i few daya after thsir arrival, 

KOVAL appeared and announoed that he was on vaoation 

montha dur in 6 Wbieft ha intended to 
spend with his father working on the collective farm. 

«ss, •ssjs'jsw "s saga 1 

?*\ ABRAH J M KOVAL, ETHEL KOVAL, subject*a parents 

“jSFJS 

- h - 


IA 65-6124 

?mx*ku=- r 


—* /M s, ggjgGO SLX*-* 

—-=7^^ HARRY GURSHTEL advised on~Jftigust 22, 1956, that 
SAJAceRTZ w aa the first husband of his wife's sister, now 
Wown aa PLAgflmLVER. SAM and PEARL were divorced in Sioux 
City, Jwi, snortly after the birth of GRACE GJERTZ in about 
1924. "isafaz completely disappeared thereafter and none of 
thi re la tives have ever seen or heard of him since* GURSHTEL 
advised that GSRTZ was a baker by occupation and waa in the 
early 1920 <a employed at the Sioux City Bakery. HARRY 


>wn as 


GURSHTEL characterised GERTZ as 
settle down in Sioux City* He 1 
Russia and had previously lived" 


"Philadelphia, St. Paul c 

AliiU 

On Augu st 22, 
at her reaidenoe, | 
and interviewed by sasT 
She advised that her maj 


d Minneapol 


1956,[ 


len name wasL 


i#r" who refused to 

CRTZ was horn in 

fork City, Ohio ago, fL L. 


fwaa located 


is the daughter of PEARL SILVER and SAM GERTZ mSomL flTffi 
of GEORGE KOVAL* She said she was living in Sioux City, 







L* 


owever, states that ter recollection of Ite entire affair 
is vague since she was only eight years old in 1932* She 
/qiif advised that most of ter knowledge ocnoeroing the KCVAL 

LZ — L family was learned from_ conversat ions between her mother 

and other relatives. ] advised ate has neither 

heard from nor been in contact with any member of the KCWAL 
family since their departure in 1932, nor does she know of 
any relatives vho have stated they have been in contaot with 
any of the KOVALa with the exception of GOLDA and HARRY 
GURSHTEL* whp visited the KOVAL family in Russia during 193 6* 

I I advised that she and ter mother 

moved from Sioux City, Iowa, In 194® to Los Angeles where 
she has resided since. She states that SAM GERTZ* ter 
fatter* and her mother were separated and later divorced 
about 1923 or 1924 shortly after her birth. She said 
that she nor any member of her family have never seen or 
heard from ter fatter since the divoroe in the early 1920's. 

_ I states she knows nothing of ter father's 

background but suspects he was bom in Russia. She stated she 
did not know whether or not te had ever applied for or 
become a naturalized U.S. citizen. 


with the 


_| states she recalls no one 

Ly or her mother's husband, PA' 
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who was named I ~l who had lived in 

Kew York City during 1940*»• 


Culver City^ California, was reinterviewed by SA|_ 

I I on August 22, 1956. He hadpreviously advised 

that he recalled having a snapshot of KOVAL taken with a 
young woman during 1947 somewhere among his possessions* 
Ho advised that a thorough search of his personal effects 
failed to reveal the snapshot of KCVAL which he had 
previously mentioned* 

ENCLOSURES: 

TO HEW YORK: 

One (1) photograph of the KOVAL family* 

One (1) photograph of GEORGE KOVAL* 



! 
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AD1CD?ISTRATIVS 

let tQ Burea u 7/19/56 requests Los Angelos 


ai S r 1 ^" 

a J Columbia Oniyerslty, RqIq t ref3a eta wpo will submit 


photOgramha_ q ± 


— _, to identify as per* 

Eve party during 1953. In view of 


for displaying to 

Hew Year's 
residence at 


<Uatanc ® Los Angeles, both 

or - tneae leads will be oovered simultaneously upon receipt 
°£|_| photograph from WPO. 


12723 



He WPO let to Bureau 7/11/56 r g±a Ln±* 


Ration 
-4. s su ed 


—* —-»* * Paragraph six of this 3s tter reflects! I 

iftdigfrfofl Qfi previous foreign travel 
or passport. Report of SA I " j 7/2/56. Los 

Angeles, page 6, reflects that l I a firm encaged in 

collecting and preparing financial reports conce rning 
business enterprises, furnished information thatl^ 


— — -“---i * *** xuiunsi bion uni! 

« doctor’s degree from the University of Basel in 
duJf^ J?° It is al so noted that 

r^f 1 —-rl by SA L | on 5/8/56 he admitted 

<ph-i t ^^a** 0 ** 3^ 10 ^d ver8 ^ty of Basel in Switzerland in 1939. 
hi—Information is set out to point out the discrepancy 

r ? 1 a Istatement on passport application Issued 12/23/52 
in his denial of previous foreign travel on passport/ 

7/2/56 sets forth a V> i'r\r> _ 


Report of SA. 
Los Angeles to interview! 
Av enue. Plava nel R«v- rU 
_ofI 


as guests at her New Year’i Eve party December 

t©nmfc ufifl ntj^A frk AAVt 4« 1 4JU 4 — a i a a. i 


1 L . . » II. VO i^ocami 

i? a £/???£✓ was ““J 0 / to conduct this interview on 7/U/S6 

j were o n vacation. _This 


er 1*0. 
7/11/56 


Interview will be conducted as soon’ u 
return. 


he £ 
onm 


the 


JEjd 


iron ABRAHAM*t^uHuf 
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On 8/22/56 the original of the latter written in 
the Russian language from ABRAHAM KOVAL to GOLDA GURSHTEL 
as refleoted in the details of this report was returned to 
Mrs. GURSHTEL. 


LEADS 


WASHINGTON FIELD (INFO) : 

One copy of this report is being designated for 
WFO inasmuch as that office is presently conducting investi¬ 
gation regarding this matter. 

LOS ANGELES : 

AT LA VERBS. CALIFORNIA 

_ Will, upon recei pt of photoRraph of l I 

I from WFO, re inter view I I to identify I I 

as person she met at New Year*s Eve party 1950 and 11 
interview l I re identity of unknown Zoology Professor 

at Columbia University, alleged associate of KOVAL. 


AT PLAYA DEL REY. CALIFORNIA 
_ Will* upon return of 

I I intarvlnw hftr regarding h*r Imnwlft rlcra nf 

as guests at her New Year»s Eve party in December 1950. 


AT LOS ANQEIES, CALIFORNIA 

Will oonsider reinterview of. 

Signet Laboratories, 6l!t North La Peer, concerning discrepancy 
of information contained in passport Deoeraber 1952 reflecting 
no previous foreign travel and his statenmnt that he attended 
Ba sel Un iversity, Switzerland, in 1939, and further interview 
of l I concerning statement allegedly made by h im concer ning 
KOVAL 1 a presence in France in 1950 as alleged by[ 1 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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Report of SA 


RBEBREMCBS 

dated 7/2/56 at Los Angeles. 


Bulet to Los Angeles 7/11/56* 

New York let to Bureau dated 7/19/56* 

WFO let to Bureau dated 7/11/56* 

Report of SAl I dated 6/2/56 at New York* 
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Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FHOM 


v4< 

|c 

SUBJBCT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

A 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (65-1914) 


DATE: 


September 6, 1956 


[GETCC 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 



Re New York letter to Director dated 8 - 2 - 56 . 



I I Reference 

Service Unit, Miscellaneous Records Section, Departme nt of 
Defens e Military Personnel Records Center, advised SE I 
I on August 29, 1956 tb& any records at this center 
concerning KOVAL'S ASTP training, with the exception of 
Organizational Rosters and Morning Reports, would be contained 
in his service record. A check of KOVAL's service record 
disclosed only that he was assigned to the 3410th "Star," 

The Citadel, Charleston, South Carolina, from July 20, 1943 to 
August 10, 1943 and to Hqs. 3225 SU. ASTU, College of the 
City of New York from August 11, 1943 to August 9, 1944 when 
he was transferred to the 1st Provisional SED Unit, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. No details concerning these assignments were 
contained in the records. 


I _| further advised that a check of the 

Organizational Rosters for the 3225th SU, ASTU, College of 
the City of New York, revealed that the following officers 
were members of the staff in 1943-44: 


MAJ 

MAJ 

MAJ 

MAJ 

CAPT 

CAPT 

CAPT 

CAPT 

CAPT 


2 - Bureai 
2 - New Y< 


,M.) 


RECORDED - 4 


2 - Washington Field ( 65 - 6901 )(R.M.) 

1 - St. Louis 

JWE :mvs 

(7) 

6 a SEP 14 1956 

Tt.t. btformation Contained^ 
HEREIN IB UNCLASSIFIED 




2e SEP 8 1956 


EX-108 





it 7 




SL 65-1914 



r 


I I also stated that the rosters reflect 

that the below named officers were members of the 1218th 
SU, ASTU at the College of the City of New York in 1943 and 
that they were not listed as members of the 3225th SU, ASTU: 


I stated that he was unable to Identify 
through the organizational rosters. 


A check of the service records of the below listed 
officers reflects their last known addressed as indicated: 


known address -I 
October 1, 1947- 


Forest Hills, 


I: last 

New York as of 


_1 

last known address 


Key Largo, Florida as of May 19, 1954. 


_ | last known address - 

Lucedale, Mississippi, as of May 19* 1948. 


address -1 
(March 11, 1955). 


1 last known 
] Flushing, Long Island, New York, 


Personnel DDMPRC advised on August 29, 1956 that the 
service records for the following officers are not on file 
at this record center and should be on file at the Pentagon, 
Washington, D. C.: 
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WFO will attempt to locate the service records of the 
above officers and from review thereof furnish New York with 
their last known addresses to facilitate interviews with them 
concerning the subject and the administration of the ASTP, 
cc NY to include the possible location of additional ASTP 
records. Personnel DDMPRC advised that a check of the Service 
Record Section for a l I T.1 witsnant. dlaelogfid 

that a service record for one | _| was 

forwarded to Personnel Information Branch, the Pentagon, 
Washington 25# D.C. on December 20, 1949. 


WFO is requested to locate and review the service 
record for i ~l and if it is determined he is possibly 
identical with person listed by subject in his MED questionnaire 
as a "reference" will furnish New York with pertinent information 
contained therei n to Include his last known address. It is 
noted that l [ was listed by subject as being a member of the 
10001 Engineering Battalion, APD Number 26. RUC. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

i 

DATE 

9/17/56 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

7/31;9/4,14/56 

TITLE OF CASE 

REPORT MADE BY 

TYPED BY 

0 


PLW 

GEORGE KOVAL 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


Y 

ESPIONAGE - 

R 



SYNOPSIS! 


APPROVED 


No record of GEORGE KOVAL b% National Society of Professional 
Engineers, Wash., D. C. Records Concerning personnel matters 
or security pertaining to KOVAL*s former assignment with 
Manhattan Engineering District!(MED) reported to be 
maintained by AEC at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


- P - 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 



of 


5l«SK 


I 


1 


National 

iti^eet, Northwest, 
on July 31» 


Society oi rroressionai Engin eers? - 

Washington, D. C., advised SA l _, 

1956 , that records of his organization do not contain any 
reference to the subject under the name GEORGE KOVAL. 

DECLASSIFIED BY 

n s c 



y 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 



?//— 

/// RED 

DROSD-71 

SO SEP 18 1956 

57 
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f - Bureau (65-62911) 
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1 - Los Angeles (65-6124) 
(Infd.T (RM) 

3 - New York (45-16756) (RM) 
2 - WFO (65-6901) 
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nn Sonf-.omhor j _1 Q££ f 


__ _ _ Washington 

Area Security Operations, Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), 
1901 Constitution Avenue. Northwest, Washington, D. C., 
advised that central indices of AEC personnel disclosed no 
record for GEORGE KOVAL, located at Washington, D. C. He 
stated that the retired security file for KOVAL, pertaining 
to his previous assignment with the Manhattan Engineering 
District (MED) at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, or at Dayton, Ohio, 
would be maintained by AEC at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

In New York cover letter dated S/2/56, accompanying 

New York, dated S/2/50, 


the report of SA 

a lead was set out for WFO to review KOVAL’ ^Manhattan 
Engineering District (MED) Security File and any other 
available MED records pertinent to subject 1 s assignment with 
MED at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and Dayton, Ohio* It is noted 
that in a New York letter to the Director, Baltimore, 
Knoxville, New Haven, St. Louis, and WFO, dated 5/27/55, a 
lead was set out for Knoxville to conduct extensive 
investigation pertaining to KOVAL»s assig nment with MED. 

It is also noted the Summary Report of SA| 

JR., made at New York, October 2S, 1954, sets out a resume 
of information obtained from a review of KOVAL*s MED 
Security File in custody of the AEC at Oak Ridge. 


As is set out in the report of SA I I 

Los Angeles, dated S/2O/56, information in the Administrative 
Section of that report points up a discrepancy with regdrd 

"fco|_[and the matter of his passport record. 

It was previo usly reported that a review of the passport 

WFO. as sel ' " 


file of 
dated 7, 
executed 


rnji 

d by[ 


lby WFO, as set out in WFO letter to"Bureau, 
o, di sclosed the passpor t appl ication 

I on 12/13/52. showed| ^den ied previ ous 
foreign travel; while, then interviewed by SA | \ on 

5/8/5o,|_|admitted he attended the University of Basel 

in Switzer land i n 1939. WFO is re-cheeking the passport 

I in ~“ ' 


records of[ 


Photographs of 


fn effort to clarify this matter, 
were furnished to Los Angeles by WFO. 


LEADS 


LOS ANGELES : (INFORMATION) 

A copy of this report is furnished Los Angeles 
as that office presently is conducting investigation 
in this case. 
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KNOXVILLE: 


4 


AT KNOXVILLE. TENN . 

Will review the file on KOVAL to assure that 
all investigation has been conducted with regard 
to subjects MED employment. If not, will 
conduct such investigation as was requested in 
New York letter dated 8/2/56, as restated in the 
Administrative Section of instant report. 

WASHINGTON FIELD : 

AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 

1. Will review military service records of the 
various officers whose names and Army Serial 
Numbers are set out in St. Louis letter to 
Director, New York, and WFO, dated 9/6/56. These 
officers reportedly were members of the 1943-1944 
staff of ASTU at the College of the City of 
New York. WFO will ascertain their last known 
addresses in order to interview them about subject. 


Win 


rft-ftYami ns t.hft passport file of 

to facilitate a re-interview 


oi j | by Los Angeles. 
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REFERENCES 


Report of SA 
dated 7/11/5 
Report of SAf 
dated 8/2/56. 


E 


Kansas City, 


New York, 


New York letter to Director, Los Angeles, 
St. Louis, a nd WFO. dated 8/2/5 6. 

Report of SAl[Los Angeles, 
dated 8/20/5^- 1 


\ 
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Report Form 
FD-263 (5-12-55) - 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

WASHINGTON PIELD 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

DATE*, 

9/17/56 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

7/31;9/4,14/56 

TITLE OF CASE 

REPORT MADE BY 

TYPED BY 



m .* 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - S 
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SYNOPSIS: 


Ho record of GEORGE KOVAL at Rational Society of Professional 
Engineers, Wash., D. C. Records concerning personnel natters 
or security pertaining to KOVAL*a foraer assignment with 
Manhattan Engineering District, (MED) reported to be 
Maintained by AEG at Oak Ridge, Tennessee* 


- r« 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON. D. C . 

I~ _____ _ _ _ ~l Hatlonal 

Society of Professional Engi neers. 2029 K Stre et. Northwest. 

Washington, D* C. # adrised S Jj ~l on July 31, b7c 

1936, that records of his organisation do not contain any 
reference to the subject under the name GEORGE KOVAL. 


APPROVED SPECIAL AGENT 

APPROVED , N CHARGE 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

COPIES MADE: 

©- Bureau (65-62911) 

2 - Knoxville (RM) 

1 - Los Angeles (65-6124) 

(Info*) (SM) 

3 - Now York (65-16756) (RM) 

2 - WFO (65-6901) 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


STANDARD l*ORM NO. 84 


Office Memorandum 
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TO i 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


DATE: 9/26/56 


from S SAC, WFO (65-6901) 


f, SUBJECT: GEORGE KOVAL 

l ESPIONAGE - R 

/ 00: NY 


ReLAlet to the Bureau, NY and WFO, dated 5/17/56; 
reWFOlet to Bureau . NY and LA, dated 7/11/56; rerep of SA 

|LA, dated 7/2/56; and reWFOrep SAl 1 

I dated 9/17/56. 1 - 1 

~ir‘4 yj‘i ~y fj 

It will be recalled u nat when interviewed by 

SAs of the LA Office on 5/8/56. T" ~~f .. 

denied having known GEORGE KOVAL; also stated he’ could not 
recall having discussed GEORGE KOVAL with anyone at a New 
Years Eve party in 199^: nla^j^d to have taken a trip to 
Europe with his wife in 1953; claimed to have attended the 
University of Basel in Switzerland in 1939. 

It was previously reported in WFO relet dated 
7/11/56 that KOVAL's passport file reflected only one pass¬ 
port had been issued to him . Passport No. 7626^2, dated 12/23/5$. 


)assport file for 


I | was again reviewed 9/19/56 by 
d the only passport application Iocs 


SA|_| and the only passport a pplica tion located 

was that previously described, executed by | I 6n 12/16/92 
at LA« It was noted specifically, this application bore 

j sworn statement that he never had a prior passport; the 
space left to describe any previous foreign residence was 
left blank; and this application was not an application to 
include his wife. 


In the contemplated re-interview of|lit is 
suggested that LA inquire what passport facilities he used 
when in Europe in 1939 attending the University of Basel, 
as claimed: also, what passport facllltlaa hi a wifA.I ~L , 

_ t __ used 

in their claimed trip together to Europe in l953r'also l 
may be persuaded to exhibit his or their passports in order 


/^-Bureau 

1 -apo * INDEXED - O 

CEGjrpb t B I 

(7) * *ic,»- mitt**** 

®ltkl4 1956 


(o§~ —^ # 9/{ ® 
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that more complete details of his travels may be known as 
reflected in visas issued, borders crossed, etc. 

It is to be noted that the files of the Passport 
Office were searched under the names of his wife and his 
parents with negative results. P. 


2 
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Office AletWOVa'rtduttt • united states government 

to » DIHECTOR, FBI (65-62911) date: September 27, 1956 


pr° m : SAC, ypo (65-6901) 

0 

subject: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP-R 
00:NY 


Re NY letter to Director, St, Louis, and ViPO 
dated August 2, 1956; re St, Louis letter to Direct or. 
New York , and WFO dated September 6, 1956; rerep SA | 
~| WF0, dated September 17, 1956, 


The St, Louis relet dated September 6, 1956, 
requested WF0 to locate and review military service records 
for individuals who during 1943-44 were assigned, as officers, 
to the Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) at City- 
College of New York (CCNY), where GEORGE KOVAL also was 
assigned as a student during that same period. 

The following information was obtained on Sep¬ 
tember 18, 1956, from records of the Adjutant General*s 
Of fice, Department of the A rmy, Pentagon Building, by 

seF " 1 


_____ 1 Examination 

__J assigned to SCSU 

at CCNY from December 10, 1943* to June 20, 1944* Latest 


of Army 201 file showed|_ 


available address s hown as of March 5, 1956, was Lt. Col. 

I Infantry. U.S. Amy Reserve, No. 5 


Alexander Place, Baldwin, Long Island, New York# 


Examination of 

Amy 201 file showed he was assigned to duty at CCNY from 
April 25, 1944* bo September 1, 1944* Latest available 
address, shown as of September 7, 19 55. wasI 
Major, Infantry, TJ. S. Amy Retired, ! | Met n Road, 

York. 

0- Burfcai *5-0 L /S ^ 

2 ~»pm 

1 -Washington Field 
CEGseje 

, (5) 

h' 

V 
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I I Examination 

of Army 201 file showed I l assigned duty at CCNY from 
January 4# 1943# to August 3 1. 1944. As of Mav 3. 195 k. 
latest address av ailable was I 
Infantry, Retired^ ' 


New York City, 


of Array 201 file showeq_ 

from November 1, 1943# to jSpfciik 22, 

1944# to September 11, 1944. Latest available 
as of November 18, . 199^. wasf 
U.S, Array Reserve, 


Examination 
CCNY, 


assigned to SCSU, 

1944* also from August 22, 
addre ss« 

MPC , 


, New York City. 


[ 


of Army 201 file showed 


] Examination 


November 20, 1943# 
address as of January 28, 19 54# was 
Infantry, U.S. Array Reserve, 

Hills, New York. 


_assigned to SCSU, CCNY, from 

to February 13, 1944. Latest available 


Forrest 


Examination of 

_Jassigned to SCSU, CCNY, from 

November 1, 1943. to November 13. 1944 . Latest available 

Inf aa try, U.S. Array 


Army 201 file showedj_ 


address show n was[ 
Hon. Reserve, 


Paterson, New Jersey. 


of Army 2 1 


£ 


I Examination 

rile showed he was assigned December <8 , 1943# 


to April 26, 1944# at SC SU. CCNY. 
as of June 28, 1956, was 


Latest available address 


Infantry, U.S. Army Reserve, 
Long Island, New York. 


Elmhurst, 


I Examination 

of Army 20l file showed he was assigned from July 1, 1942, 
to May 9, 1944# to ROTC and SCSU at CCNY. The lat est 
available address shown wass | i Lt. Col., 

Infantry, U.S. Army Reserve, 

California. 


Salinas, 


b7C 
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_ . ... Examination 

of Army 201 fileshowed he was assigned from April 26, 

1943, to June 22, 1944# to the SCSU at CCNY. His latest 
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available address, a s of February 12, 1954* wa s Lt. Ool. 

I M.P., U.S. Army, Retired, 

Avenue, Pennsauken, New Jersey. 

I 1 Examinatio n 

of Array 201 file dlsclosed l I was bom I ) 

1912. 5n flustr-f a-Hungary. During tfKe period"harcn 4* -LV43»~ 
to June 30, 1944* he was assigned to Company A and Company 
B,301st Engineering Battalion. During the period of July 9, 
1944* to December 31* 1944* he was assigned to the ASF 

Regional Hospital, Fort Jackaan, South Carolina . The 
late st available address, as of November 6, 1952 . was shown 
as; |Captain, C.E. Honorary Reserve,f | 

| Cnicago l4, JliinoJLa* 


It will be recalled that one of the persons nflaed 
as a personal reference by subject on his Manhattan, En¬ 
gineering Di&trict (MED) questionnaire wasP | listed 
as a member of the 10001st Engineering Battalion, APD 
Number 25. RUC. 
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Date: 


Prom: 


Subject: 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

American Embassy 
Paris 8, Prance 


September 27, 1956 

Director, FBI (65-62911) 

Legat,^faris (65-335) 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


kjW*— w 


) 


Re Paris letter 7/16/56. 



Accordingly, Bureau authorization is requested 
for this office to conduct the necessary interview. 

Enclosures - 5_manBf 


WPDrCM 




jr 




>4^, rtnw 


Alii INFOPMATION CONTAINED 

HESETr 13 IT CL.*- CSIPIED - 
EXCEPT "nij£v Z 3H0WH 
OTHERWISE 


mi at 




s v * 

jy 

n»l«0M ?ECllOII ! t«k, 


OCi S 3 w Ei8 


KECiD-kOEEICM HVISOH 


* ocr 2 1956 


CLASSIFIED BY 
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HNnpENTlAl 


United States Bepartment of 9tiaKre 
Jtederal Bureau of fnuesttgatinn 
Washington 25,50. C. 


IN REPLY. PLEASE REFER TO 



«*£&****• 
no*-* * 

^jsi** 1 ** A representative of a foreign intelligence service 

furnished ,the following^.nfqrraatj*on on September 21, 19561 

C^veland, 

p iaorn October. JL0, 1099, at __ 

* 'at the Chateau de Felcourt, Loisy-sur-Marne, France. 




GEORGE KOVAL 


September 27, 1956 

CLASSIFIED BY SPj&rjfal- 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25 XLI) 


L *+ 




r 


_ai_ 


ela nd. U.g.A., an American citizen^ is married.iad 

E ireveP.S.A . 'xtiey reside 


b7C 


. who is an architectural engineer, works 

for the American companies "Frank Grad and Sons" and "Belly 
Stevenson Value and Knecht", both of which are represented 
in France by the Cabinet Dufau of Paris. These companies, 
working through the Cabinet Dufau and other French enterprises, 
are doing extensive work in the east of France for the American 
authorities under the direction of the Northeast District Joint 
Construction Agency. 


The |_|entered France on March 10, 1955* Ever 

since their arrival, they have demonstrated generosity toward 
the orphans of the region, and because of this fact they are 
on excellent terms with the local authorities. 

The Chateau de Felcourt Is located outside the town 
of Loisy-sur-Marne. Parties are sometimes held'there, but 
they are small parties in nature. 

Aside from his professional activities, it appears 
jhas very little contact with American military 


b7C 


that |_ 

authorities, whom he seems desirous of keeping out of his 
private life. 


Francois, 


On July 25, 1956, at the Hotel Select in Vitry-le- 


3 


met onef 


whom he introduced as 
being the cous.in of the 'wen Known American politician, Mr. 

JJftA 


and his wife have not otherwise come to 
the attention or the’French police or intelligence services. 


their political le 

Cop 


e not known. 


f 4 


u 




oyed 

<S6Q. 



r-t 
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Legal Attach*, Faria (65-335) (Orig & 1) October 1 $, 19& 

Director, FBI (65-&2911)~ / ^3 

HECOROtO-^l QSoms koval 

ESPIONAGE - R 


Reurlet 9-2?~56 which requested Bureau 
-vie *I_ who is 


aut horisation to intery i - 

no *| I Authorisation granted * 


cc - 1 - New York (Info)JpfaL&fep*™ incoming dated 

. 27 - 50 , 91 th enclosure) 


1 6 OCT 1 8 

COM/'A - F 


r f / 

tS'SSr Foreign Liaison Unit (Route thru for Review)fa 


3 

<=> r - 

cr^S'<S'i J ssZft/ 

t < 6 l / 

o J 

* 

"'NOTE: r 


't * \-;Hl 


b7C 


fon - 
jols 
dm an 
root 




5?; 


Endeavoring determine whereabouts Koval, su spected 


1040*3. 


Determined\ 
is U.S. citizen 


ofsbei\g Soviet agent in U.S. z'n 
^mayohaue pertinent information. 

^pre^enTly in France. French have suggested interview be 
OS pppresentatives, 

* 1 <t -a. 

,5 S « 




rowd — 
Room — 
nan- 


C 
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Reporter 

12- 


nn 
r 6-12-’M) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

seVret 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

NEW YORK 

NEW YORK 

9/2B/56 

TITLE OF CASE - 

REPORT MApE BY- 


GEORGE KOVAL 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


7 / 30 ; 8/6,9,14,20,24, 


30;9/3,10,13,14 
2Q/5& 




CHAKAUtK (.Abb 


ESPIONAGE - R 






SYNOPSIS: 


The staff officers. Array Specialized Training 
Unit (ASTU), CCNY, 1943 - 1944, as identified 
in Organizational Rosters of ASTU on file 
at St, Louis, Missouri, set forth. Last known 
addresses designated in available service 
records of above officers set fort h. Results 
of recontact with I I former 

associate of subject, set forth. Present 
and former owners, 311 West 72nd Street, NYC, 
had no record or recollection of subjects 
claimed residence thereat during 1936 - 
1939* Student records . Columbia University. 
disclose no record fori 


No record of tenancy for 
/ I I Bronx, NY. 

AGENCY £ (jl (_ 0 £ / 

b cq. ..... y /c<L- <7, 2. ( a /f 


at 


gr 
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tz fv, 

c r/> rf 
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*3 fcs ° 3 


o?r: 
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_rv\V\r n A_ _ / 





•ihojFO - 77 

_ 7 

(RM) f - ~ \HDt 

B OCT .3 1966 
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DETAILS! 


IDENTIFICATION OF UNITED STATES ARMY STAFF 
OFFICERS, ARMY SPECIALIZED TRAINING PROGRAM. 
COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF NSW YORK, 19^3 - 1944 



Any records at that center concerning GEORGE 
KOVAL* s service with the Array Specialized Training Program, 
(ASTP), with the exception of Organizational Rosters 
and Morning Reports, would be contained in Ills service 
record, A review of KOVAL 1 s service record disclosed 
only that he was assigned to the 3410th "STAR", the 
Citadel, Charleston, South Carolina, from July 20, 

1943 to August 10, 1943# and to Headquarters, 3225th 
"STAR” Unit, Array Specialized Training Unit (SU, ASTU), 
College of the City of New York (CCNY), from August 11, 

1943 to August 9, 1944, when he was transferred to the 
First Provisional Special EngineeriftgDetachment' $SEIft- Unit, 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, No details concerning the above 
assignments were contained in the records. 

A check of the Organizational Rosters for the 
3225th SU, ASTU, CCNY, revealed that the following 
officers were members of the staff in 1943 - 1944: 
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1 
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The Organizational Records also disclosed five 
fallowing- as members of the 1218th SU, ASTU, CCNY, in 
19 ^ 3 ! 


1 flfcfl'hiari tfoafr ha mbb_ +•* _* 


OI ‘ I _| through the 

organizational rosterB, 

A check of the Service Records Section, 

DDMPRfl._anifvRAri_that a _qqtvi7-i no. v»g./»<-w»^_fQp one Lieutenant 

[was forwarded 

to cne personnel information Branch, the Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C., on December 20, 1949 . 
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It is noted that the October 6, 1943, issue 
of "The Campus", CCNY weekly newspaper, and the "CCNY 

Bulletin._ iq4p 1 iQtet. 11 aw nevi ewed on May 22, 1956, 

by SAl __| respectively Identified 

las a staff offiner of t he ASTP at 

CCNY, and I __| as on the 

Instructional Staff, Military Science Department, 
CCNY. 


__ A check of the service records by | | 

_| for each of the staff officers of the ASTU, 

CCNY, disclosed the following information concerning their last 
known addresses: 


b7C 


It is noted that the current telephone 
directory. Bor ough of Queens, New York City, as 
reviewed by SA l I on September 5, 

1956, disclosed a telephone listing for Doctor 

__| Flushing 

Long island. New York, 

I I also advised on August 29, 

1956, that the service records for the following 
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officers are not on file at the DDMPEC, St, Louis 
Missouri, but should be on file at the Pentagon, 
WnsMyigton, D 0 c. 



the|_ 

Genep 


Recollection, L 
J was employed 



General Electric Company, Incorporated, (GEU during 
19^7 or 1948, at Pittsfield, 

Junction with an "on the Job training program" while 
a Student at the Massachusetts Institute of Teehnolos 
(MIT). I [ believed that ! I was 


MIT). |_Ibelieved that I I was - 

recommended for the above training program by a 
professor In the Ele ctrical E ngineering gtt$®gft8»ent of 
MIT (name unknown to D, and that in all probability. 


MIT (name unknown to ), and that in all probabi 

the employment or correspondence records of the GE 
plant at Pittsfield. Massac husetts would disclose a 
reoord of I I employment thereat, and 

possibly the name of the MIT profe ssor who recommended 
him for that employment. | lemphatlc allv stated 

that the professor who recommendea l I for the 

MIT "on the .lo b training program" was ''extremely _, 
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The records of the TCKWA dl anl <->HP»d fchafc. fch 


f 


I was a member-company of the EEWA 
during the period February 20, 1940 to February 12, 

1951. The corporate structure of l | as filed with 

the EEWA, identified ! ~~l a s President: 

[~ | as Vice-President; and] 


as secretary. In a membership applicat ion executed by 

I during 194 0, P I clalmed that 

an the employees of | i were members of the 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 
3, New York Clty 0 The membership of ’the "RBO in the 4 
EEWA was terminated on February 12, 1951# Tor "arrears 
in dues payments," 


limited contact with 


i 


stated that he renalla having had 


whom he 


described as "an able electrical engineer, but a poor 
electrical supply businessman," The 1948 passport 
photograph of the subject was displayed to l I 

who des cribed the photograph as "completely unfamiliar" 


stated he was u nable to furnish 


to him, 1 1 stated he was un 
additional information regard ing! 
and the latter’s operation of I 


Conce rning the above, it is not ed that when 
contacted by SA l b n July 12, 1956,L 


who described himself as employed in the electrical 
supply business in New York City, from 1922 - 1950, 


City, concerning 
might possibly d: 
the operation of 


1 1 which 


un detail, information concerning 
and its employees. 

jlsclose j 


REGARDING SUBJECT’S REPORTED RESIDENCE AT 
.311 WEST 72nd STREET, NEW YORK CITY, 1936-1939 


The subject listed the ad$res3 of 311 West 
72nd Street, New York City, as hiB former residence 
for the period 1936 - 1939, In an application for the 
SED, executed by him during 1943. 
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located a 
contacted by SA 
as follows: 


I | the rooming house 

it 311 west Y2nd street. New York City, was 

on August 9 t 1956, and advised 


He purchased the house at 311 West 72nd 
Street, New York City , during November, 193 9» from 
I 1 to the best of his recollection, 

also rented furnished rooms, A review of the rental 
records for the period November, 1939 through the 
present, failed to disclose a record for GEORGE KOVAL, 
or an individual with the surname KOVAL, The subje ct* s 
photograp h was describ ed as "unknown 1 * b y I I 

1 believed that I I the former 

["could be presently contacted at I 
street. New York City, ^- 


__ New 

York City, was contacted on August 14, 1955, by SA 
I and advised that she owned the house at 311 
west 72nd Street, New York City, from around 1937 through 
1939* She stated that she rented rooms to several 
different individuals during the period of her ownership, 
but was unable to recall their names and could not locate 
her renta l records which would disclose that information, 
j described the name GEORGE KOVAL and a photograph 


of the latter as "unknown" to her. 


bboabding th: 


I 


REPORTED ATTENDANCE OF 
AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, 


NEW HOB! CITY 



b7C 


Concerning 


that when interviewed by SASI 
on February 20, 19567 


- 8 


it i3 noted 












"the sub j 


lLa fame. 


California, 


who de scribed 
advised 


as follows: 

She attended a New Year's Eve party during 
December, 1950, 'at an unkno wn address In West Los 
Angeles with a casual date, ~1 


She r ecalled meeting , at this party, a man and wife 
named l I who told her they were associated 

with Signet Laboratories in Los Angeles, During a 
conversation with the couple, the husband mentioned 
that they knew GEORGE KOVAL, who attended CCNY, and 
further that they had met him in Paris, Prance, during 
a trip to Europe In either 1949 or 1950. 


a firm engaging in collecting and preparing 


financial reports concerning business enterprises in 
the Lcs Angeles area, furnished information on 
February 21, 1956, that Signed Laboratories, 614-622 
MmM-.h La P<=>at> Avcmifi. T/ta An<?e>1p»n. ift a nftr»tnft-rPjh1p of 


begun in 1949* 
L8 


was 


1 918 in Michigan , came to C alifornia in 1920, 
a Bachelor or Arcs Degree in Chemistry from S 


in 

ved 


This record reflects! 
came to 

;s Degree in Chemistry from Stanford 
University, Masters of Arts Degree from Columbia 
University and Doctor's Degree from University of Basel 
in Sw itzerland4 (no dates shown). 

KO^L- 

REGARDINC 



b2 

b7C 


_ described 

himself as very friendly with the subject during the 
period 1946 - 1948, at which ti me both he and the 3ub.1 ect 
indents at CCNY. I I identified one[ 

Jas a fellow student at CCNY, who also was very 
ty with the sup lent arid with whom the sub ject 





associated f reely. 11 




stated that 


if 


_resided 



- 9 - 
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Bronx. New Y ork. 


In _ _ 

during 1954* and had lived at _ _ 

Bronx, New York, during the period 194b - 1948. 


itv guide s for the City of New 
I I on September 14, 1956, 


Appropriate c 
York, as reviewed by 
failed to disclose au 
of Bronx, New York, but did disclose an[ 
Avenue in that borough. 


Street i n the Borou gh 


Avenue, Bronx, New York, advised SAl_ 

1956, that the tenancy records for that ap artment house 


on September 14, 
\ or 


a family with the surname| 

I Ifor the period 1Q4S 

to present. ._La: 


that 

has been rented by | 

and family since March, 

1956* and from 1QRP ftn.March, 1956, by a family with 


the surname 


ENCLOSURE : TO MIAMI : 

One (1) passport photograph of subject 
taken during 1948. 

ENCLOSURE* . <30 gg£ ORL&ffS : 

one 4i). pmwgi’t ' photograph of. subject 
taken during 1948. 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'd) 


Identity 
of Source 

Date of Activity 
dr Description 
of Information 

Date 

^Received 

Agent to 
whom 

Furnished 

File No. 

where 

Located 
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“L 

^ « /-1 ~ 




137 


Angeles, Cal. 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and *£ symbols were utilized in thi? 
report only in those instances there it ’was deemed necessary 
to protect the Identity of the source. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 





JJKl sTtTed 


Information reported in Instant report relating 
to the identification of staff officers, ASTP, CCNY, 

19*0 - 1944, was made available to the NYO by the St# 
Douis Office in Its memo, 9/6/56. That memo set forth 
a lead for the Washington Field Office to locate 
service records and to ascertain last known addresses 
for those officers whose service records were not 
located at St. Louis, Missouri, which were described 
possibly on file at the Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 

n*k ‘ 

Lead 


as 


Lead set fop: 
on 8/2/56, to identify]! 


Set fo rth In rennnfc 



At 


roof plant'of 


NY 

a 


I subject^ 
this time, in view of 


telegram on 9/10/55, frW 

cousin, will not be covered at __„ 

subjects reported present residence irj Moscow!^Russia. 
T he pu r p ose ofthat lead was to establish whether or not 
was Identical with the subject./?//^_ 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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For the benefit of the Miami and New Orleans 
Offices which have not received a prior communication 
in this matter, the following brief summary of invest! 
gation conducted to date is noted: 


Investigation concerning the subject has 
established that during 1<&2. he was employed with the 


_^_ During 1945, he was employed in the Health 

and Physics Department of the Manhattan Project, Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, where he had access to material 
that couldhave varied from "unclassified" to "Top Secret.' 
In 19^8, whi~o allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading 
Corporation, NYC, as a "commissioned representative", 
he was issued a passport for travel to various European 
countries, which included Poland. On October 6, 1948, 
he departed the United States aboard the "SS AMERICA", 
destined for Le Havre, France. His whereabouts were 
unknown until May, which time his aunt and 

uncle, GOLDIE and HARH3MURSHTEL. residents of Sherman 

resentu 


Oaks, California, aavfil 


an instructor at the Mendelaiv Insti 
Russia.^ ft) />>% 

'jbLJL 

IfLL o 

b-ased t>n a letter written by the subjects 


ubject is presently 


in Moscow, 


Srraation furnished by the GURSIITELS was 


father. 


who has been residing in Russia since around 1932. 
ler than the above information, tnesuDject’s activities 
during the periods 1948 to present and 1932 through 
1941, are unknown. 


Most recently, investigation has been directed 
&t determining the nature of the circumstances which 
led to the subject's assignment to the Manhattan Project, 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during World War II, with 
emphasis being given to whether or not that assignment 
was the result of a preconceived plan of the subject 
or his Soviet espionage principals in the Uhited States. 


b7C 
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Available background data developed in Sioux 
City, Iowa reflects that KOVAL is a native bom United 

States citizen, of Polish derivation, who departod the 
United Statos in 1932, with his parents and brothers. Ho 
possibly resided in Russia or outside the United Statos 

from 1932 to 1939 or 19kl. Ho was educated as an electrical 
engineer at the University of Iowa during 1929 to 
1932, and received a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering 
Degree at CCEY on 2/l/!»n. 

LEADS 


BOSTON 


At ?ittsfiold, | Massachusetts 

Will review employment and correspondence 
rocords of the GE plant in Pittsf ield in an attemp t to 
locato a record of employment for | 1 an 

HIT student who was reportedly employed, thereat during 
the period. 1947 - 1948, In conjunc tion with an MIT 
!, on the job training program.” If | 

employment is verified, review same TE records to 
locate tlx name of the MIT professor' who recommended 

~| for employment with GE. b7C 

MIAMI . 

At Key Largo, Florida 


was 

hie 


hill at tempt to locate and interview Major 
last known 
Key Largo, 


whose last known address during 


'leri.'a, regarding 

recollection of the subject's activities as a member 
of the ASTP, CCNY, and the circumstances relating to subjects 
assignment from the ASTP to the SED, Oak Pidgo, Tennessee. 

In that regard, attempt establish whether or' not it 
was possible for subject to have knowledge, orior to his 
Army service, that his selection into the ASTP would 
result in an assignment with the SID, Oak Ridge, 

Tennessee. Interviews with former' staJof* officers, ASTP, 

CCNY, 1943 * 1944, should be directed at establishing 
whether or not subject’s assignment to the ASTP and PSD 


■ 0 ^ 



\ 


.J 






t 


0 
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id, 


WPS (CONT'd) 

was a preooncelved plan, and whether ha had Influence 
with any particular Array officer or civllien employee 
of the Ohlfced States Government to successfully 
execute that plan. If any* * 


At Lucedale, 


Will, through unwronrlate noumaa. at tempt 

to locate end interview|_ _| whose 

last known, address as of Hay 157 1943* was Luoedale, 
Mississippi* Interview should to conducted in 
accordance with instructions set forth herein for 
Miami Office regarding interviews with former staff 
officers, ASTP, CCNY, 1943 - 1944, 


At New York, New York 

"nd interview _ 

_ 1. Will at tempt to locate d 

I last known to he residing at]_ 

I Woraat Hills. Lent? Island, durin g 1947* 

and |__ I last known 

to be residing at I I Flushing, Long 

Island, New York, during 1955, in accordance with 
instructions set forth herein regarding interviews 
with former staff officers, ASTP, CCUY. 

2* Will, at the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, Local 3, NYC, review membership 
records concerning subject. 

_i._ wi n. I | Bronx, New 

York; r__I Bronx, New York, end CCNY. 

at tempt to develo p lnformatlcn regarding the whereamul 
of I 1 reportedly an associate of the SUPWE 

at CCNY during 1946 • 1948, 

ADMINISTRATIVE1PW2 
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i 

. k. - t . 


n 

V 


o 


BY 

I&A3S «jfOKT f d) 

4* WiU contact Jhaoriean Semioty of Civil 
Engineers, laarie&ii Boeiaty «f Tfochanical BagJtecer^, 
and ijnoi&eut Instituto of Jlo ctrieal Engineers, ©aeh 
located St 33 !-Vst 39tb £trsot, Bow York City, for 
any information which. may bo available ooneorning 
Subject. 



5* WHl consider the advisability of 
conducting appropriate maaifost review at IKS, SYC, 
regarding tho subject and his family idle reportedly 
departed the US at HYC for Russia during the spring of 
1932* 

! 6* Will also consider the advisability of 
conducting manifest reviews afc Iff*, I7YC, in an nttcwjpfc 
to ascertain the sebjoet »sr date of return to the US 
frost Russia, which a coord ing to previous investigation, 
may havoboan sometime during the period 1939-I9nl. 

m A>m ttesmm ms 

Cno copy of this report has been designated for the 
lies Angolos Offioo and the VFO inasmuch as these offices 
arc presently conducting invcstigatirn concerning this 

caso • 

mmm 


Rop*rt of 

e/ 2 / 56 , BY. 


dated 


' b7C 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


UNITED STA*,iiS GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 10 / 4/56 



SAC, KHQXVTIIE 

0 . 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


(65-553) 


Washington Field. 


Rerep of SA 


dated 9/17/56 at 


On 9/28/56,| 


Personnel Security Branch, Security Division, U. S. ABC, Oak Ridge, 
Term ., was requested to cause a complete search to he made of the 
files of the Security Division, U. S. ABC, for a Manhattan Engineering 
District security file on GEORGE KOVAL. 


On IO/2/56. [ | advised that the MED 

security file on GEORGE KOVAL was sent on 11/23/54, to the office of 
|Internal Security Branch, Division of Security, 

C., and that inquiry should he made in the office of 


Washington, D 


in regard to this file inasmuch as he should have the 
file in his -possession o r should have some record of the whereabouts of 

] advised that the file has not been returned to 


this file. 

Oak Ridge, Tenn., to date. 

A review of the files of the Knoxville Office falls 
to disclose any further investigation to he conducted in the Knoxville 
Division. 

If the MED security file on GEORGE KOVAL has not 
been reviewed by WFO as is indicated by the ad ministrative data on 
refrep and WFO has not contacted the office of I I in an 

effort to locate this file, such a contact Bhould be made. 

ROC. 

(2)- BUREAU (REGISTERED MAIL) _ 

"3 - HEW YORK (65-16756) (REGISTERED MALL) 

2 - WASHINGTON FIELD (65-69OI) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

1 - KNOXVILLE .• - . . w j 

HAQsSSB “ * * 
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DAT E ^n-l 

£fi^ V 


11 OCT 8 |<a56 
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Report Form 
FD-2S3 (S-12-55^ „ 


* 

*1 


FEDERAL BUREAU 

OF INVE_/1IGATION 

SEERET 


REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW ORLEANS 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

DATE* 

16-12-56 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

IO- 9-56 

TITLE OF CASE 


REPORT MADE BY 



TYPED BY 

georqeScoval 





eo 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


b7C 


ESPIONAGE - R 




SYNOPSIS: 


Lueedale, Mississippi, former Major, USA, advises 
ne goes bos recall subject at the ASTU, CCNY, New York, 1943-44* 

I states assignment at CCNY did not assure assignment to Oak< 
Ridge, Tennessee, er any other post of duty* 

agency / J:/ 

t0!+) 


DETAILS: 


REQ. REC’D- . ,, 

DATE FORW. J.°//S'ASZ /ctet*, 
HOW FORW. 

BY- JListt/ /, 


ST LPCEBALE* MISSISSIPPI 

On October 9, 1956# I I of the Rural 

Electrification Association, adVieed that he had attended she ASTU in 
the City College of New York from about 1943 to 1945 for a period of 
about five months* He believed that he had been a ssigned to the w B tl 
Company of the 3225th SU, ASTU, and that he was thel 
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t2 


APPROVED 




SPECIAL AGENT 
N CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


1 - N»w Orleans (65-8037) 


28 OCT 16 1956 




% 


til' -i btl .21 


b h j. 




58 OCT 2 2 1956 
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I I had had four years' experience in an ROTC 

unit and had attended sumer camp at Fort Banning, Georgia, 
While aesigned to the 4th Amy Infantry School at Fort 
Banning in 1943# he and about twenty ether officers were 
selected to be sent to CCWY. Selection was made by a 
representative from the 2nd Service Conmsnd, Mew York, who 
reviewed the "201" files of the efficers at Fort Banning, 
The officers selected were wither ambers of the staff at 
Fort Banning or taetioal instructors. 


stated that an officer eould not apply for 


the Mew York assignment but had to be selected by a 
represe ntative of the 2nd Service Command, name unknown, 
left CCWY in about February, 1944, and proceeded 


to Ft, Dix, Mew Jersey, where he took over as personnel 
officer. He stated he had had no previous experience as 
a personnel officer but that he was assigned that duty 
anyway. He felt that assignments from CCWY were determined 
by the needs of the service and that there was no guarantee 
an officer would be designated for any particular type of 
duty. 


b7C 


While at CCWY, | | stated that he had over 200 

men in his company and would teach at least one thousand 
men per week, 

__ Upon being shown a photograph of the subject, 

_| stated he w as unable to recall the su bject- He 

stated he recalled | I and a Cantaln 

Iwho was ' from Memphis, Tennessee. | I stated 


that he knew of no particular officer or government employee 
who had control over the assignment of officers from the ASTU. 


KUC 
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REFERENCE 


Report of SA 


Mew York, 9-2S-56 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




4 -_ 

Reporting Office 

BOSTON 

—-- 

Office of Origin 

NEW YORK 

Date 

10/19/56 

Investigative Period 

10/15/56 

TITLE OF CAJC 

GEORGE KOVAL 

«■■■. -—-_ 

f 

l 

leport sade by 

Typed By; 

jdb 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


-—----- 

ft No record General Electric Co., Pittsfield, Mass., as to who 
recommended! for employment. 1 lemoloyed 

G. E. Co. as MIT cooperative student from 9/27/48 to 2/4/49* 

- RUC - 


DEVILS: At Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

On October 15, 1956, f~ ~~| Personnel Secretary, General 

Electric Company:., 100 Wo od lawn Avenue, stated the company records 
Indicate I ~ as a cooperative student from September 27, 

1948 to Februar y li. 19il9. w hen he returned to Maasachp an***-- 31 ””tltute 
of Technology. 1 Is ald there is no additional information 

available concerning I I She said that students are not required 

to submit applications as other employees and as a result there is 
no background information appeari ng for t hem. She said there is no 
information as to who reconiaended| |and no correspondence in 

his file from anyone. 

- RUC - 


Approved 



Special Agent 
In Charge 


Do not write In spaces below 


Copies Bade: 


{5- Bureau (65-62911)(RM) 

3- New York (65-16756) (RM) 
1- Boston (65-3981) 
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REFERENCE: 


Report of SA 
September 28, 


dated 

1956* at New lork, New York. 
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Report Xtfenr •*» 
FD-7* (RKS) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

DATE j 

ft£! 3 1 195b \ 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOI0 1 J S/7 9 
.1,13*25,27*28;10/10,16, 

TITLE OF CASE 

A 

GEORGE KOVAL 

REP 

OUT MADE BY 

- Wfjo - 

TYPED BY 

ces 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS: 


I Playa del Rey, 

^.California, advised 6/31/56 that s he has held parties In De cember 
\n of 1950. 1951 and 1953. She states^ land 

. |_| are close acquai ntances 


She falls to recall[_ 

] traveled to Europe In 19 53. T 


who normally attend he 


5 


parties 
advises_ 

recontacted 10/19/56. States photo of | | familiar as person 

met at New Year’s Eve part y. December. 1950, with whom she 
conve rsed regarding KOVAL. I lls not certain now that 

| stated he met KOVAL in Prance but[ I stated he knew woman 


who could furnish KOVAL'S E 
her latep and furnish same. 



ess and promised to call 

_ unable to identify name of 

Colum bia University fac ulty member with whan KOVAL acquainted in 
19^8. I ~~l reinterviewed 10/29 /56 and deni es any 

knowledge of KOVAL, does not recall meeting ! I at New 

Year's Eve party, December, 1950, or conversation with ! | 

reg arding KOVAL or pr omise to obtain KOVAL'S address in Europe 
for| |admits he never attended Basel University 


f 

X 



DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

COPIES MADE: £/ ” 

(P- Bureau (65-62911) (REGISTERED) 

Vam \*> l ^C 1 N /ni?ATnrrrT?m? 



5 - NeW YOFK l O^-IO foo) ^RxiiGXSTEiRE 
1 - WPO (Info) ( 65 - 6901 ) (REGISTER 
1 - Los Angeles (65-6124) 

DECLASSIFIED BY S/’ 3 £> 7 01 

OH ¥/// / t> 1 

r° f 

\f IN' 

-iiLa____ 


)cvrn - 10 


BP 

-_ 



R Efr -nrfV D 


l/c~ 
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SYNOPSIS (Cont’d); 

in Switzerland in 1939 and_had_never left Un ited States pr ior 
to European trip in 1953. I I states wife,| 

_J applied for and obtained separate passport at 

Los Angeles 12/16/52. 


- RUC - 


DETAILS 


INTERVIEW OF 


On August 31 , 1956 1 _ 

Avenue, Playa del Rey, California.'ft as Interviewed by SA»s 


Known asf 




and is currently 


Sh e advised^ she was for merly 

r _ .-1-- 


I" She acknowledged close acquaintanoe/Wlt^ 
□ ad well asT 1 She reSlls^ob< 


open 



house New Year’s Eve parties heM In December. 1 950. December. 


. . _ _, iSS 

and Deo ember, 1953 * and thinks that both of the f 
I ft attended th ese parties. She failed to recal l acquaintan ce 

wlth | [ n or could she state that she metf ' 

through L 


]at any of these parties. She explained these 


parties are held by her and her husband almost every season and 
many people arrive whom she has nev er met before; therefore, it 
would not be unusual for I I to have attended this party 

without her knowledge. She sta ted that the party h eld in December, 
1950 was at her former address,[ 
area of Los Angeles, California. 


Windsor Hills 


advises that the 


visited 


in 1953. She recalls this dat e spe cifically because she an d her/// 
husband,| | took I l l “ —“ 


International Airport, Los Angeles, x in their car 
departure on this trip by air. _ 


to the' 


Aft; 


their their 


1 advised-sha rag grr 


live 
buSine 


df^in Lon 
nesBman. 


for about fifteen years; that 


Mt 


Long Beach , California where his fathef'Wes a successful 

si 


was described by her as a very successful 




v ,V < 


chemist who is now engaged In manufacture and Sale OfX vltami' 
products. She Stated that | I maiden name waa>| 


,‘rf^'X' Mu /; A ' 


FttfM/KufJ 


3 


It/ 


- 2 - 













LA S5-C124 


REINTERVIEW OP 


On October 1 H t 195&1 




un wwocr xu, x^ywi-■ . ■ --- ———h 

Avenue. La Verne. California, w a s 'refritervlewed by _SA 

WiaehtTffiir^oprof 1 1Q 


] as familiar 


DOC lacuwu JLCU o y»WUW5AWfc/*i ^*1 ---—--tv 

to her as a person she met at a New Year’s Eve party In December, 
1950 and engaged In conversation regarding KOVAL. She stated that 

- ~ w 'I- . ._ _j_1.U4 . 4*VkaH 


after much reflection concerning this meeting that|_stated he 

w _ . ^ m!:_J..^4 1 * mi 4>Ua *1 Affon nor»f rtf* 


{XI Vvl U1UVU A vA *vw ^ ----w ■ ■■ , _ 

had known KOVAL at Oak Ridge, Tennessee during the latter partof 
World War it and knew a woman who had told him she had see n KOVAL 
in Europe. T I stated that during this conversation!. 


promised to obtain KOVAL'S address from this unknown woman and 
telephone her at a later date furnishing same. She Is not positiv e 
but thinks possibly I I called her several weeks later and s £at®d 
he had had no luck in contacting this unknown woman who knew KOVAL's 
European address• ‘ 


I I in a previous interview, advised that K()VAL 

was acquainted with a zoology professor at Columbia University 
during the period 1947-1948. She stated that she does not recall 
the name of this zoology professor and doubts if she would recognize 
the name of this person if she heard it. She said that KOVAL, 
d u ring their acquaintance, only mentioned this person once or twice 
and she had no reason to remember this person's name. Upon hearing 
the names of Columbia University faculty members of the Zoology 
Department during 1948, she stat ed^that none of the names sounded 
familiar to her. With regard to I ' 1 a graduate student f,l 

emplo yed in the Zoology Department a^NColumbla University during- 

1948. f~ ~1 stat ed she vaguely recalled KOVAL mentioning 

someone named I but does not remember the extent of this 

association or whether this ! | is or was the zoology professor 
at Columbia University. 

I ladvises that since her first interview regarding 

KOVAL, she recalls one other matter of possible interest concerning 
KOVAL. She said that during the summer of 1948 KOVAL told her that 

during his Army assignment in Ohio he had met and become very- 

serious about a girl named I I KOVAL described |__I 

as a student at Western Reserve Univers ity in Ohio whose father 
was a prominent busine ssman. KOVAL told ! J that he made 

frequent visits to see I ~l and spen t several weekends as guest 
of her family. KOVAL told l I that he seriously considered 

marriage with| Hbut changed his mind a t the last minute and 
broke o ff th is acquaintance. I J could not furnish the sur- 

a of I | nor the place where her family lived exoept she recalls 
was from Ohio. 
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REINTERVIEW OP 


by SA 


_Qn_ 


tober 29# 
at Signet 


fa 


was reinterviewee 


Los Angeles, California 


1956_^_ 

borat orles. 614 North La Peer Avenue, 


Ljfoora| 


advised that he and his wife. 


have given considerable thought to thiB matter since first inter¬ 
viewed, He said they are positive they met no one during their 
trip to Europe in 1953 who could have been KOVAL, He recalled 
attending a N ew Year's Eve party held in December, 1950 at the 
residence of I Ibut positively recalled no con ver- 

sation at this party with I I He 

stated he does not recall meeting anyone named[ 


said he is positiv e he does not 
KOVAL'S address to | 
a woman who allegedly knew KOVAL. 


_| He 

icall promising to furnish CAJM 
admitting an acquaintance 
He said further that he is 


certain he would not have agreed to obtain KOVAL'S European address 

in that he would not h ave felt 

I stated 


from a third party for_ 

obli gated to do such for a person he had Just met, 
thatf |might have obtained his business card at this 

party Decause as a general rule he distributes these cards freely 
at such parties offering discounts on the purchase of vitamins. 


| |advised he is positive he did not know KOVAL at 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee during the period 1945-1946 for he had no 
contact with any Army personnel there. He advised he was employed 
as a civilia n in personnel procurement under the supervision of 
”1 a former personnel executive at Ford Motor Company 
at Detroit, Michigan. He said there were at least ten other 
persons employed in the same capacity as himself. His assignments 
involved surveys for potential technicians at colleges and 
universities in Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina for event ual employment in the Manhattan Project. 

In this connection ! I repeated that he spent less than three 
days each month at Oak Ridge, Tennessee and had little or no contact 
with service personnel attached to the Manhattan Project. 

I admitted he had never attended Basel University 
in Switzerland. He said he does not recall how this rumor began 
and admits that he -possibly started it himself. He said he now 
finds it difficult to deny since this educational background lends 
a great deal of credence to him in his business as a chemist. He 
stated further he had never traveled to Europe or left the United 
States until 1953 when he and hjbwlfe visited Europe for about 
three months. He advised that his wife traveled on a separate 
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passport which she applied for a nd obtained at Los Angeles on 
December 16, 1952 under the name| 

bom April 30, 1924 at Franklin, Texas. He stated that during 
their trip to Europe in 1953 they visited England, Ireland, 

France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Luxembourg, and Belgium. 

I I added that he was more than willing to be of 
assistance to the FBI in this matter and if he had known KOVAL 
at any time, either at Oak Ridge or in E urope, he would have no b7c 

reason to deny this acquaintance. I I stated that he has never 
had any connection with a Soviet establishment or officials of 
the Soviet government nor has he had any connection with Soviet 
satellite countries or their officials. He stated that if he 
were approached by such representatives and felt that information 
gained by such approach would be of value to the united States 
Government, he would voluntarily furnish this information to the 
FBI or other proper Government agencies. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


One copy of this report is being furnished to th< i 
Washington Field Office in explanation, furnished by^^_~_]of 
discrep ancies po inted out in connection with passport number 


Jissued to 


information from 


1 12/23/52, and previous 
Jindicating prior foreign residence at 


Basel University, Switzerland. 

By letter dated 7/19/56 New York furnished a list of 
professors, associate professors, and graduate students employed 
in the Zoology Departme nt. Columbia Univ ersity. New York, during 
1948, which were read to l I on 10/16/56 in an attempt 

to Identify an alleged acquaintance with KOVAL in the Zoology 
Department of the university in 1948. 


In regard to[ 


mentioned by 


as a 


former acquaintance of KOVAL at Ohio during tne period when 
KOVAL was serving in the U. S. Army, it is noted that the report 
of SA I 1 dated 5/25/56 at New Y ork, page 10, 

reflects that 
agents of the 


an interview with 
New York Office reflected that WEISMAN stated 


] on 5/25/55 by 


that KOVAL had mentioned a girl he dated during his tour of 
duty at Dayton, Ohio, and described that girl as so meone KOVAL 
had almost married. This report also reflects that ] I 

I Dayton . Ohio, w hen interviewed on 4/18/5&, advised 
that h er daughter J I knew KOVAL dur ing 1945 and stated that 

is now married to l l and was then residi ng 


with her husba nd in Franc e. v 
referred to by 


It is probable that 
is identical wlth^this" 


the 


jcfcflidii 


_In regard t 

p current interviews of 

-1 


these interviews have 1 

been conducted i 


]at a New Year's Eve party in December, 1950 and[ 


in 


conversation, admitted knowledge of KOVAL at Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee during World War II and that KOV AL was recently known 


to be in Europe. Both 
interviews that this party m Decemoer 


5 


readily admit in separate 
50 was on e at which a ll 


guests became extremely intoxicated and even though 
claims this conversation did occur, she admits she was in less 
than normal presence of mind and could have made errors in the 
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original statements regarding KOVAL and admits he 

would not attempt to recall chance conversations at an event 
which occurred six years ago und er the intoxicated condition 


.T 


]has, on each contact, been 


which he might have been _ _^ 

openly cooperative and appeared to be sincerely interested in 
clarifying this matter . It Is reasonably apparent that further 


interviews with either 


concerning this alleged 


conversation regarding 1 KUVAL will elicit no further information 


not already obtained, 
further contact withf 
conversation. L 


therefore, Los An geles contemplates no 

Jregarding this alleged 


LEAD 


NEW YORK OFFICE 


At N ew York Cltv . New York : Will attempt to locate 

and interview|_|a graduate student employed in the 

Zoology Department, Columbia University, in 1948 and ascertain 
whether he was acnualnted with GEORGE KOVAL during 1948, it 
being noted that I I - - 

acquaintance name5 


vaguely recalls KOVAL mentioning an 


REFERENCES 


Report of SA l 1 8/29/56. Los Angeles. 
Washington Field Office letter to Director, 9/26/56. 
New York letter to Director, 7/19/56. 
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Reporting Office 

MIAMI 

Office of Origin 

NEW YORK 

Date 

11/6/56 

Investigative Period 

10/10,31/56 

TITLE OF CASE 


Report agde by 

Type* 



j 

a 22 

0 

GEORGE KOVAL 


CNAtACTEJt OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 

t 



Synopsis: 



1 (retired). Key Largo, Fla.. advised 
he was instructor in ASTU at CCNY from 1943 to 3/44, when 
he retired from Army. Stated subject unknown to him and 
subject's photograph not familiar. Stated all subse quent 
assignments of A5TP students would have bee n made byf 


- RUC - 


DETAILS AT KEY LARGO, FLORIDA: 


On October 10, 1956, I (Retired), 

advised that he was an instructor in the Army Specialized 
Training Unit, at City College, New York, from 1943 until 
March, 1944, when he retired from the Army. 


stated that the subject was unknown to him 
and t hat the sub ject's photograph did not appear familiar to 
him. 1 made a search of all records which he had 

maintained, pertaining to the time he was assigned at City 


^proved 
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in Charge 
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College, New York, and he was unable to locate a record 
reflecting the subject's name. 

I I stated that during the time he was an 

instructor in the Amy Specialized Training Program at City 
College, New York, he was never asked for, and never gave, 
any recommendation regarding the subsequent assignment of 
ASTP students. He stated that insofar as he can recall, 
all of the recomm endations for subsequent a ssignments would 
have been made by| ~| who was the 

I of the Army Specialized Training Unit 
at City College, New York, during his period of assignment 
at this institution. _\ 


|_| stated that he u 31 “Trdt , '*Mow if it would 

have been possible for an individual, prior to his army 
service, to know that his selection into ASTP would result 
in any particular assignment. 

It should be noted that | I wife has 

advised that | | suffered a severe stroke approximately 

eight years ago, which has resulted in slight impairment to 
his memory. 


- RUC 
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REFERENCES 


Report of SA 


New York, 9 / 28 / 56 . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT JEXSBEMK mW^VOR K 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY 

PARIS, PRANCE 

ll/5756 10/23,25/56 

CM 

TITLE 

r 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

L, 

GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


|_ _| advised she 

knew subject socially during 1945* hut her recollection of his 
background and activities is hazy. She could recall nothing 
derogatory concerning subject and has not s een him since 
She is unaware of his present whereabouts, I I who 

roomed with subject in 1945* might be able to furnish additional 
information, 
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IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 
FILE NO._ 



United department of Unattce 

federal bureau of Inuestigation 
Qlaslitngton 25, 5L (St. 


November 5* 1956 


GEORGE KOVAL 


vsnce. 


\ 

WV vvwwx <- 

Franc e\ \ 



A. 


nee 


rviewed at tne Amerlcan\®nbassy, Paris, 


, _] readily admitted her acquaintance with 

subject and related that she worked with him at the Monsanto 
Company, Dayton, Ohio, during the summer of 19li5. 


During the period she knew subject, she went out 
with him socially sly nr» aavan limes from June to September 

1945. According to|_| subject never talked about 

himself and appeared to be very timid about his background 
and associates. She recalled that he was in the Array at the 
time he worked at Monsanto but was in civilian clothes most 
of the time. On one occasion she invited subject to her home 
in connection with a social affair, and her father and mother 
took a violent dislike to subject because he was so reticent 
about discussing his family. 


-At no time did subject discuss politics with Mrs, 

I and she now thought that this was peculiar, since 
subject appeared to be a very serious and intelligent type of 
person. She could not recall anything derogatory about subject 
and claimed to know nothing about his involvement in any sub¬ 
versive activities. 


I I stated that she has not been in contact 

with subject since the fall of 1945 and has not seen him since 
that time, nor has she any information as to subjec t*svm»esent 
whe reabouts and activities. She suggested that one| 
who I I subjec t in 1945. mi ght be able to supply s ome 

information. Although I ~ I did not know| | present 

whereabouts, she recalled that l I had married a Dayton girl 

and was probably still known at the Monsanto Company in Dayton. 
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J __ was interviewed by SA 
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DISSEMINATION : 

No dissemination locally since information contained 
herein is fragmentary in nature. 

Extra copies of this report are enclosed for possible 
transmittal to New York (NY 65-16756). 

LEADS : 

THE PARIS OFFICE : 

Will report the results of French investigation at 
Grenoble, France, as indicated in the attachment to Paris letter 
dated 9/27/56. 

REFERENCE: 


Bureau letter dated 10/17/56. 
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Office Men ium • united v 

IRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


TO 


FROM 



SUBJECT: 


SAC, WFO (65-6901) 


OEORG£^ VAI *v 
00: New York 


/ES GOVERNMENT 
DATE: H/19/56 



\ 


// 



Re Knoxville letter dated 10 / 4/56 reporting 
*5 MED file had been forwarded toL 


AEC, on 11/23/54, and requesting this file be re- 

— -.—wxun witn this lead, it is noted that the 
New York Office, by letter dated 8/2/56, originally requested 
that this file and any other available MED records pertinent 
to subject*s assignment with MED at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
and Dayton, Ohio, be reviewed in an attempt to develop »n 
detail all information relating to the exact nature of 
subject*s duties at Oak Ridge and Dayton including his leave 
and travel records. It was also stated that emphasis should 
be given to ascertain whether or not MED conducted a 
"clearance investigation" of the subject. 


[ 


by SA 
Agent 


On 10/16/56, through the cooperation of 
subjectLs MED file as mai ntained bv AEC 
J At that timef 


was reviewed 
advised 


that some material concerning MED employees is in 


dead storage at Oak Ridge, and that he would have to 
communicate with Oak Ridge to determine if any additional 
information concerning subject was available. 

The only information subjects MED file contains 
concerning his employment is that set forth on a MED j^drsonal 
History Statement dated 3/10/45 t which shows the office of 
employment as Clinton Laboratories, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
and Us position as Health, Physics Department, Development 
Group. There is no record in the file as to his leave or 
travel. 

(2/ - Bureau 

\: {*" York €C0 RDED-70 

CAMremw WO0£D * 70 

(5) 


Ci?// - f3\ 
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Concerning a "clearance investigation,” the file 
does not reflect that there was any active investigation of 
subject. The file does contain an undated personnel Security 
Questionnaire possibly executed at the time subject entered the 
Army. On the questionnaire and beside his listed education 


at the University of I owa, his employment at 
Company and referenc es t | 

Bronx, New York, and| | COT 

red check marks indicating that these source 


Y, there appeared 
3 had been contacted 


concerning subject. This is borne out by the fact that the 
file con tains form letters da ted 8/3A4, directed to the University 
of Iowa, | | by the District Intelligence 

Officer, Arnjy Service Forces, U.S. Engineering Office, Manhattan 
District, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Those forms contain provisions 
on the reverse side for a reply. 


The reply from t he University of Iowa which w as 
dated 8/10/44» and signed b y l confirmed 

subject*s attendance at the University from September, 1929, - 
June, 1932, but stated he did not graduate. It was further stated 
”we regret that we have no personal knowledge of this student.” 

The reply from l I was dated 8/10/1*4, and in it 

she indicated she had known subject approximately three years, 
was ”just a friend,” and that she knew nothing reflecting on his 
character or reputation. | I reply was dated 8/8/44, and 

In it he indicated he had know n subject for 1^ years subject 
having been in several of his, | 1 "upper electrical 

1 engineering AST classesj" that subject had impressed him very 
1 favorably in all respects and that subjaetts "personality and 
character are above reproach." No reply from the Raven Electric 

\ Company was noted in the file. 

* 

On ll/lg/56, | advised that the additional 

search of Oak Ridge records concerning subject had been negative. 
RUC. 
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Director, 
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GEORC^'COYAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


ac report of SA I I dated 
8-13-54 at New York c aptioned "UNKNOWN SVBJf^UT, waat 
I 1 Espionage - R n and to previous 


correspondence in that case. 






Open separate investigative case file on 
George Koval, New York origin, and expedite submission 
of summary report on him suitable for dissemination . 
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This cash originated at 2Ji£W YO RK 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ^ 
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REPORT MADE AT 

WASHINGTON, 0, C. 

DATE WHEN 
MADE 

9/13/54 

_■■ —-5- 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | 

e/e/54 ' 

report made by 

1 1 J f3 

TITLE 

GEORGE KOVAL 

CHARACTER OJf CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Washington ! H v:ho has furnished both reliable and un¬ 
reliable information in the past, advised he did not 
recognize photograph of GLORGb T 'OVAL and name of subject 
means nothing to him. 

- RUG - 


DL1AILS: 


AT WASCTGTOK, R, 


C. 


T .7ashington | | v;ho has furnished both reliable 

and unreliable information in the past, but who is a former 
official of Red Army Intelligence, was interviewed on 
September 9, 1954. He advised that he aid not recognize 
the photograpn of GGCRGn KOVAL as anyone he has ever known 
in or out of Soviet intelligence circles. He stated that 
the name GEORGS KOVAL meant nothing to him. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


>T|i 


This Case Originated at 


NSW YORK 


FILE no. 


REPORT MADE AT 


MEW YORK 


GEORGE KOVAL 


SYNOPSIS: 


I DATA WHEiV MADE PER l OD FOR | REPORT MADE BY 

WHICH MADE 

. 110/14.,15,18-1 
—E/a- 
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ESPIONAGE - R 
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SUMMARY REPORT 


Subject reportedly born 12/25/13 at Sioux City, Iowa, 
resided Sioux City, Iowa, an d NYC, 1936-1948* Employed with 
Raven Elec trie gnmnanr. WYn. f~ _ I 

I _ I from 1939-1943: US Army. 

including assignment on Manhattan Project, Ciak Ridge, Tennessee, 
1943-19i4-oi as European Sales Representative with Atlas Trading 
Corporation in 1948* Graduated cum laude with Electrical 
Engineering degree from College of the City of New York, 
February, 1948* possibly a member of AYD at CCNY in 1944* 


DETAILS: 

Citizenship 


- P - 

J*4+ 


\> 


0'*' 


4 ♦ f ‘fS /**'" 

<*'£.• <ri". G- 

The records of the Veterans Administration, 252 Seventh 
Avenue, New Yoric, New York, Passport Office, United States 
Department of_State, Washington, D*C.. Col i a ge of the City of New 
York, Atomic Energy Security File, and | [ another Government 
agency which retains personnel records, all disclosed that the 
subject was born on December 25* 1913* at Sioux City, Iowa* 
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I I Office 

of the Cleric of the District Court for Woodbury County, Iowa, 
advised there was no record of birth for GEORGS AOVAL during 
1912, 1913, or 19li+ in that office, A similar last name was 
located m Book P, page 138, of Birth, that being a LOUIS 
y^iCAVAL. The record reflected that this individual was born on 
January 22, 1912, in Sioux Oity, Iowa, His father was listed 
r.s ABE ula'/AL, 12lJ|- 10th Street, white, age thirty, born in 
Russia, occupation carpenter. The mother was listed as ETHEL 
SiiEi.’ISAE, white, age twenty-eight, rlso born in Russia. 


Residencos 

Period 
1936 

1936-1939 

1939-194-1 

194-1-194-3 

3/10/4.5 

Pall, 194-6 - 
Pall, 194-8 


Address 

619 Virginia Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 


311 west 72nd Street 
New York, New York 


34-51 Giles Place 
Bronx, New York 


34-70 Cannon Place 
Bronx, New York 


SED Barracks 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

2004. Valentine Avonuo 
Bronx, Now York 


Source 

Manhattan Engineering 

District 

Security Pile 

Manhattan Engineering 

District 

Security Pile 

Manhattan Engineering 

District 

Security File 

Manhattan Engineering 

District 

Security Pile 

Manhattan Engineering 

District 

Security File 

Mrs, G., GARDNER 

Building 

Superintendent 
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Period 

1933-1940 

1933-1936 


1937-1939 


Employ O’’ At Souroo 

Farmer I I 


Square Deal 
Company, 

928 4^ Street, 
Sioux City, Iowa 


Manhattan Engineering 
District Security File 


Mid-Town Electric Manhattan Engineering 

Company, Inc., District Security Filo 

11 West 25th Street, 

Now Yorlc, Now York 


1939-1943 Raven Electric Manhattan Engineering 

Company, Inc., District Socurity Filo 

11 West 25th Street, 

New York, Now York 


February, 

1943 - 

February, 

1946 


United Statos Army, Votorans Administration 
Technician, 3rd Grade, Now York, Now York 
Camp Attorbury, 

Indiana 


February, 
1947 - 
May, 1947 


Medical Salvage 
Company, 217 
East 23rd Stroot, 
New York, New York 


Veterans administration 
New York, Now York 


March, 1948- Atlas Trading Passport Division, 

Corporation, United Statos 

17 Battery Plaoo, Department of Stato 

Now York, Now York 


Military Background 

a advised that GEORGE KOVAL had registered under the 

_ . rloo Act of 1940 with Order No. 12928, Serial No. 

2987 , indicating his rcsidonco as in ccro of SILVER, Ap *rn tn-irnt 
^Il 70 Cannon Place. Bronx. N ow York. Ho indie at od | 

\ I Bronx. Now York, a friend, Wes c. 

person who would always know his whorcabouts. Ho registered on 
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January 2, 1941, ut Local Board 126, Bronx, New York# On his 
quostionneire dated March 19, 1941, l 10 indicated ho attondod tho 
State Univorsity of Iowa for two and ono-half yoors, during which 
time ho studied electrical engineering. Ho indicated he was 
omployed as a counterman at an electrical supply house for a 
period of throe months, listing his employment as tho Raven 
Electric Company, Incorporated, 11 West 25th Street, New York, 

Now York# Ho indicated previous occupational experience as a 
farmer at intervals from 1933 to 194-0* He further stated the.t 
ho was then attending Columbia University attempting to obtain 
a Bachelor of bcionco degroe# 

- 1 [ advised that on April 16, 19k2. r~ I 

_ I Raven Electric Company, 11 W'ost 25th Stroot, 

Now York, Now York, requested a deferment for GEORGE KOVAL 
for a period of at least three months, indicating that he was 
tiieirkcy man. On February 4-# 194-3, KOVAL was inducted into tho 
United States Army at Fort Dix, How Jersey, and was given 
Army Serial No. 32790994-* His rosidonco at that time was 
3)i5l ^ —Bronx, New York, and ho listed a friend, 

1 same address, as the person to ho notifiod 
m case or an emergency, AOVAL was discharged on February 12, 
194-6, at Camp Attorbury, Indiana, for tho convenience of tho 
Government, and ho participated in ho battlos or campaigns# 

A review of tho Manhattan Engineering District 
Security File in custody of tho Atomic Energy Commission, 

Oak Ridge, Tcnnossoe, furnishod background information on tho 
subject and noted that a personnel security questionnaire 
dated March 10, 194-5, indicated that tho subject was then 
omployod in the Health Physics Dopartmont, Development, Clinton 
Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee# Tho filo also contained an 
affidavit dated June 23, 1945, certifying that GEORGE KOVAL 
know it to bo his duty to safeguard classified information 
which had come to his attention# Thoro was no indication of 
tho period of timo that tho subjoct was employed at Oak Ridge, 
Tonnessoo# 


I I Plant Protection Division, 

Oak Ridge .National Laboratory, formerly known as tho Clinton 
Laboratory, advised that his records indicated that GEORGE KOVAL 
was fingorprintod as a Mathematician on Au g ust 15. I9k4 . and that 
he workod in tho Health Physics dopartmont• 
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j |advised that he had no information as 

'-f the amount of classified data or the typo of such information 
to vrhich GEORGE KOVAL had access. Ho observed, however, that 
the information could vary from unclassified to top secrot. Ho 
addod that duo to the largo numbers of military personnel 
employed at the laboratory during World War IX, very little 
information of a porsonal naturo was obtainod. 

The records of the Veterans Administration, 252 
Seventh Avonue, Wow York, Now York, on March 25, 1954* 
disclosed Veterans Administration Pile 12)|1.|.1|.012 on GEORGE KOVAL 
(no middle nemo), 2004 Valentine Avonuo, Bronx, New York, The 
file disclosed that on September 4» 194°, KOVAL applied for 
educational benefits to pursue an Electrical Engineering course 
at the School of Technology, College of the City of Now York. 

He cntcrod training on Soptember 23, 1946, and terminated this 
training on Pobruary 29, 194®* KOVAL ontorod the Unitod States 
Army on Pobruary 11, 1943, at Port Dlx, Wow Jersoy, and roccivcd 
an honorable discharge on Pobruary 12, 1946, as Technician, 

3rd Grado, at Camp Attorbury, Indiana, Ho attended tho Army 
Specialized Training Program from August, 1943, to August, 

1944# during which time ho studied electrical engineering 
at tho College of tho City of New York, 

KOVAL's Army Separation qualification Record disclosed 
hv- completed two and one-half years of collcgo at tho Stato 
University of Iowa in electrical engineering and that ho also 
spent one year studying organic chemistry at Columbia Univorsity, 
Wow York, Now York, 

He hold a civilian job as purchasing agent with the 
Raven Electric Supply Company from 1939 to February, 1943* Ho 
was ongagod in purchasing olostrical supplies and equipment 
for a supply company from a manufacturer for wholesale trade. 

Ho made purchasing trips to various mrnufacturing concorns 
in Now York and Pennsylvania, 

In his military cereor, KOVAL was an Engineering Aido , 
having worked on the Manhattan Engineering Project *at" Oalf Ridge, 
Tonnossco, and Dayton, Ohio, Ho assisted in performing technical 
work involving tho developmont of apparatus, collection, and 
transposition of data incidont to research in and tho development 
of Army material. 
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Tho Veterans Administration filo contained his 
signaturo end e. photostat of fingerprints from his right 
hand and indicated he was awardod tho American Theetor Ribbon, 
tho Good Conduct Modal, and tho Victory Modal, He indicated 
his porraanont residence as 34-£l Giles Place, Bronx, Now York, 
and he was discharged for reasons of demobilization. 


A lottor was rddrossed to GEORGS iCOVAL by tho 
Votorans Administration to tho 200k Valentine Avenuo, Bronx, 
Now York, address dated Pobruary 2o, 1952, for over-payment 
of subsistence which was returned stompod "Not at address 
given." A previous lottor dated September l5, 194-9# had 
also been roturnod stamped "Romovod, left no address," 


Education 


8 SI* 2- 


9/J 


The Manhattan Engineering District Security Pile at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, disclosed that tho subject attended tho 
Armstrong School, Sioux City, 1918-1925; Woodrow Wilson Junior 
High School, 1925-19261 and the State University of Iowa, 

Iowa City, September, 1929 - February, 1932. 

Tho following investigation at the Collogo of tho City 
of Now York, 139th Street end Convent Avenue, New York, Now York, 
was conducted by SA | on Juno 10, 18, end 29, 1954-5 

| | Day Session, Registrar’s 

Offico, proaucea a roe ora or trciOKtris AOVAL, no middle nemo, who 
was born on December 25, 1913, at Sioux City, Iowa, and rcsidod 
at 2004. Valentino Avonuo, Bronx, Now York* The records disclosed 
that his parents wore both deceased, his father having boon born . 
in Poland and becoming a naturalized United Statos citizen about 
1919., 


b 


ivOVAL afctondod Control Hall High School in Sioux City, 
Iowa, from September, 1925, to June of 1929. Ho also attondod tho 
State Univorsity of Iowa, but no dates for same wore glvon* Ho ) 

ontorod tho Collogo of tho City of Now York, on September 5, 194-6, \ 
and graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Electrical Engineering./' 
on February 1, 194-8, cum laudo* Ho rankod fourth in a class of 
186 engineers and second in a class of sixty-seven oloctrical 
engineers. Ho was also awarded orodit for work from Soptombor, 

1929, to February 2, 1932, which was not otherwise oxplr.inod* 


6 
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So was in tho United Statos Army from. February 4# 1943# 
to February 12, 1946, end wr.s an Army Spool all zed'Training 
Program .student at the College of tho City of Now York from 
August 9# 1943, to July 29# 1944* His record was cl«ar rnd there 
was no unfavorable information contained thoroin, 

I I Day 

Session, Registrar’s Office, producod the records of ^rmy 
Specialized Training Program students which disclosed tho 
following information: 

GEORGE aOV^L, born on Docombor 25# 1913# holder of x 
Army Serial No* 32790994# wr.s a rosldont of 3l5l Giles Placo# \ 
Bronx, Now York, He was scroonod at Citadol, Charleston# 

South Carolina, and had an AGCT scoro of 152. Ho attendod 
a total of four terms of urray Specialized Training Program 
training from i.ugust 9# 1943# to July 29, 1944* end was rated 
as a very good student. Ho was a Corporal and assignod to 
Company A of tho 101st Engineer Battalion and had boon employod 
as a purchaser prior to his induction. 


advised that thoro was no rocord in his office of questionable 
activity on tho part of GEORGS KOVAL or of any disciplinary 
action having boon taken against him at tho Collogo of tho 
City of Now York-,- 

I 1 lkOth Stroot 

rnd Convont Avonuo, New York, New York, advised that the 
only information in their files was that GEORGE KOVAL received 
a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering degree in 194-8 and that 
his address as of March, 1951# was l4 Metropolitan Oval, Bronx# 
New York, Telephone No, TR 3-3081. 

E |was recontacted on October 19# 1954# Q-t 
sne aavisea that tho l4 Metropolitan Oval, Bronx, 

New York# address for GEORGE KOVAL was an administrative error 
and tho last address for the subject should be 2004 Valentine 
Avenue, Bronx, New York, 


- 7 - 
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Possible Foreign Travel 

Tho files of the Passport Office, Department of 
btate. wnshlng ton. D.C., which were reviewed by SA | | 

| Ton July 27, 1954* and August 2, 1954> roneep 

that u-LOKtiii u-tVAL (no middle name shown) was born on 
December 25, 1913, at Sioux City, Iowa, and was issued Passport 
No. 170092 on Jgr.ro h 1 5. 1948 . for proposed travel on business 
for Atlas Trading~Cforporr"t 1 on, Now York, Now York, to Prance, 
Belgium. Switzerland . Sweden, end Poland, in approximately _ 
'Mnreh, iy 48 | fof'a auration of approximately four to six months, 
aOVAL's application for the some passport reflected his address 
in March, I 9 I 4 .B, as 2004 Va.lcntino Avonuo, Bronx 57, New York, 
and indicated that ho was an cloctrical onginoor by profession, 
Tho identffying witness on this passport ap plication was 
| ~~ " | Hew York 25, Now York, 

who indicated ho had known aOVAL for a period of approximately 
five years and was not ^OVAL's relative. 


The passport records pertaining to xCOVAL further 
indicated that his parents wore both deceased as of 1948 but 
had resided at Sioux fcity, Iowa, prior to thoir deaths. 
ABRAHAM BERNARD ^GVAL (father) was born in Russia in about 
l 88 l and was a naturalized American citizen who crnio to tho 
United btrtos in approximately 1910, and 3THEL SHJNITSKY 
AOVAL (mother) was also born in Russia in about 1883 and 
ermo to tho United states in about 1911, according to these 
records. 


b 7 


r* 

Vv 


Further rofloctod in the files of tho Passport 
Offico is correspondence addressed to that office from tno 
Atlas Trading Corporation, 17 Battery Place, Now York 4# 

New York, datod March 0, 1948* Said correspondence sot forth 
that AOVAL would act as a roprosontativo of the Atlas Trading 
Corporation, an export-import firm, on c. commission basis in 
Franco, Belgium, Swodon, Switzorlrnd, end Poland, and also 
requostod tho issuanco of tho nocossary passport and/or 
other travel documents for KOVALS travol to those countries. 
The corrospondonco was signed by Hr, P. R, RINCONES, President, 
Atlas Trading Corporation. 


- 8 - 





iff 65-16756 

H „ i ghb orhood 


I b f 345l Giles 

Piece r.nd 3470 Cannon Plrco, Now York, Wow York, advised on 
March 26, 1954* that both tho aforementioned addrossos wero 
proporly used for tho largo apartment development located in 
that area. Ho noted that the apartment development changed 
hands on December 15, 1948* and most of the rental records 
prior to that time were destroyed* 


| ~1 stated that in 1941 the te nant list ed 

for Apartment IIj.2 at 3431 Gilos Place was listed as | | 

who continued to occupy that apartment until October » ' 

at which time a now tenant by tho name of I ~~| took possession 
of the apartment* Tho records for the years 1943 to 1949 were 
destroyed and there was no indication of a GEORGE KOVAL having 
resided in the building. 


[ 


]observed that at one time the develop¬ 


ment had boon a cooperative and tho occupancy was still approxi¬ 
mately 40 per cent Communist Party sympathizers or members. Ho 
stated ho would attempt to maSe^ inquiry among te nants tie considered 
reliable to determino tho whereabouts ofl Jor ivOVAL, 

X CSrS7SS^ - 29 / ) 

£ 


[ 


was recontacted on Juno 9*. 1954* at 
which time ho advised that inquiries among tenants who had 
resided in that development for twenty- years or more failod 
to disclose an y information ooneornlng GEORGE KOVAL. Ho did 
ascertain that ! J who had once resided in Apartmont 


142 later moved into tho K buildinj 
subsequently moved to California 




of that dev elopment and 
had resided 


\lono for the greater part of that period, but_ 

could obtain no additional background information . The tenant 
who had furnished tho foregoing data did not knowT 
current whereabouts o.nd could not recall tho year[ 
departed* 


that ho hWl 110 
KOVAL. 


of known reliability, advisod on March 26 , 1954* 
information or removal addross concerning GEORGE 


c 




> 
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of known reliability, who has workod in the 
area of ailos Place and Cannon Place for tho pest oight years, 
advised on March 26, 1951+, that ho recalled that at tho end 
of World War II when ho returned to his work in that area having 
made inquiries concerning tho whereabouts of one | T 

Inquiries at th at time disclosed tho information that she was 
decoasod. I l also remembered the nemo G-.ORGE KOVAL from prior 
\ to World War II, but ho had neither seen nor hoard anything 


^concerning that name since that time. 


Cl * t.3 




ironx, New York, advised on March 25 and 26, 1954, that after 
sarefully scorching her momory, sho could not recall anyone 
jy^tno ncuno of ry?nRfur KOV^L nor was she familiar with anyone 
"EKo nemo of 1 J who lived In tho vicinity of 

in 


anyone 

^ - xnnon 

Placo or Giles Placo In the Bronx, Bho acknowlodgod that both 
those addresses were closo to her residence but that she could 
not recall ovor mooting anyone by the aforomontionod namo and 
could offer no explanation e.3 to why she would bo listed on a 
Government record r.s always knowing tho whereabouts of GEORGE 
KOVAL. 



f 




_I of known reliability, advised on Juno 9 and 11, 

ho had no forwarding address for GEORGE i\.OVAL from 


1954, the 

2004 Valentino •‘-venue, Bronx, Now fork. Ho contacted tho 
employ 00 who used to work In that area, but the employee also 
hed no recollection of tho namo GEORGE KOVAL. 


||2004 Valentino Avenuo, 
Bronx, New xoric, auvisou on duno iu ana U+, 1954, that GEORGS 
ivOVaL had rosidod in an apartment in that building approximately 
four and ono-half years ago, having movod in apparently on his 
release from tho Army in tho fall of 1946* He remained there 
about throe years and then departed for Europe, aftor which she 
never hoard anything further from him or concerning him. 


She stated that KOVAL was attending school during tho 
period ho stayed thoro, that ho kept very much to himself, going 
out infrequently, and had only ono visitor who used to como to 
soo him, Ihis man was in liis sixties, naa gray hair, stocky build 
foreign accent, apperrod to bo of Fronch nc.ticnclity, was about 
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5*7" tail, cleanly dressed, nicely mcinnorod, end woro a rogular 
saort board* Ho vla ltod KOVAL about two times end was tho only 
visitor klVAL had to f ~^kno wlodao* Sho viewed 

several photographs of I | and statod the visitor . 

’rt.3 not identical with ! I Sho commentod that GEORGE KOVAL ^ 

did not tu3.k of his background to any groat extent; however, sho 
did understand that he lost his parents at an early ago and ^ 

was roared in an orphanage, possibly in Cleveland, Ohio, Ho * 

supposedly had ono aunt, who never took much interest in him, / 
and ho appeared to bo very poorly fixed financially. 


I I stated that a.OVAL departod with virtually 

no notice in the fall of tho yosr ho completed his schooling* 

Ho coiTio in tho morning of his doparturo, pr o lend his truhfa and 
loft, stating that he was going to Europe* I I has 

not hoard from him since that timo. It wes her impression that 
ho may have obtained employment with tho United States Govornmont 
inasmuch as she boliovod that a brown, Army-typo joep celled for 
^OV.'X's trunk* Sho could not recall tho oxact dato of his 
departure other than it was definitely in tho fall of tho year 
that ho graduated from the College of theCity of How York, 
whoro ho had boon studying onginooring* Slio did not know KOV;.L 
to have any employment other than as a stuclont. Sho stated that 
sho had never heard of I I nr the Ravon E loct.ria 

Company* oho observed that||who was in 
that building, had treated lov**L on occasion. 

I 1 200k Valentino ^vonuo, Bronx, 

How York, advised on Juno 14 * 195i}-» that he know very littlo 
concorning GEORGE K0V»*L other than ho had lived in that building 
for several yoars, during which time ho had t reated KOVAL*s 
tooth on one or tw o occasions. I 1 advisod that ho has 

no longer retained I I of KOVAL and know littlo 

concorning his departure other than it was 3uddon end that KOVAL 
expressed sorao intention of working in Europe* Ho rocallod that 
KOVAL*s doparturo occurred six months to ono yoar after ho 
complotod his schooling, 0 

Activities. 


E l anothor Government agency which conducts security 
_ ions, on February 3, 19 I 1 -I 4 -, furnished a report on tho 
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b" 
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activities of fcho American Youth for Democracy (AYD) at the 
College of the City of Now York, '^'ho informant noted an execu¬ 
tive meeting of the Tom Paine ^lub, tho local J*YD unit at 
the College of tho City of Now York, was hold on January 28, 
1944* The first order of business concerned tho ncjning of 
committees and included among tho committoos listed and members 
thereof was ono NOVAL listed as a mombor of tho Recruitment 
Committee, 


Tho AYD has boon designated by tho Attorney Gonoral 
of tho Uhitod Statos pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 


A 


I I of known reliability, a.dviscd in 194-h that t 

nnm^ iCav^t. appeared among tho notes and documents of 




with aliases. Attache of the USSR Consulateuoner 


Now York City in 1944* 

[ 


TIX | 




] Now York, 


Now York, attornoy handling the gonoral assignment of tho Raven 
Electric Company, Incorporated, in favor of creditors, mado 
available on February l4, 1952, various books a nd records 
ml q.tiftg La thn nnorrti nn nf that company to SAL 
and 


Z 


Theso rocords conta.inod a list 


] 


of former araployoes of haven Alectirc Company end included 
therein wc.s GjORGJ aOVAL, kociaeL security No* 152-18-0975, 

3470 Cannon Plr.co, Bronx, New York, Ho was employed during 
tho.period of January 2, 1942, to March 27, 1942, and was 
elected to the Board of Directors on May 15, 1942* \ 

I—I ' K 

_ I I of icnown reliability. a. dvisoa on October 26. 1949, 

that| | also known as| | 

I b f the ttavon 

Electric Company, Incorporated, Now York, Now York, 


b2 

b7D 


b' 


b' 


I I of kno wn reliab ility, advised on October 12, 1949, 
that she had known ono l I who had boon in tho oloc trlcal 

businoss in Neiir York City, 'The informant did not know | | 

to bo c. mombor of tho Communist Party but sta.tod ho was devoted 
to the aims and purposes of tho Russian Revolution, 


On February 20. 1090. t he informant advised a 
photograph nfl I takon in 1922 was identical 

with the] |she had previously described. 


12 - 
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I 1 of unknown pollnbilityi a farmer - QoinlntiQm. . ■■ 

PCflrat jifaoJifti ri . irn i. ahQ d gQl i fc b ^ ~-i afoimtp - fei - on- ^ ift -^t fao - ^ -s- t y . 


a. 

► r. 

c 


r.dviaod on Aoril 16. 1952 . aftor viewing photographs of 

H that tho person portrayod i3 
iciontj Q T.I to ono l I According to tfa q inf 

| l was a rogulrr "customer” at tho office of Internetionalo- 

arbeitor Hilfo (Workers International Relief - H, I,. R.) at 

Berlin during tlio 1929-1932 p. rn-tmi -ft was Mw infcw ft eafc .Le 

recollection that ho- had soonL 


1 


come to tho W. I. 


f w. 1 . f- 


office at least five to six times. Reportedly , 1 1 

was given a Russian visa and ho would go int o the B'-vl ot 
Union, TynftfijWHi^innf was of tho opinion that l I must 

have had a "confidential assignment" sinco he did not mix 
with tho regular Communist Party crowed in Berlin, 


:wr 

tin 


] 


Subsequently, frno^f statod ho s 

again in Hew York City during 1933* T hc placo of 
me »ting wes tho offices of dorId tourists on Broadway and 
Fifth Avenue. How Y nrk r Now York, On this occasion C **k+*4t 

] in tho company of JAGCj l 


saw, 


was 




of JACO B GOLOS. It 
contention that I I during this 

period, was an i mportant conte nt for boviot agents end a 
closo friend of | | 


c 


r 1m -**■ £9 

vnfrormnnt also recalled that prior to 1929# 

] was a member of tho International Workers Order and 


good friend of WILLIAM WEINER, 


The Massachusetts House Committoo on Un-Amorican 
..otivities Report of 1938, pago 122, stated: w Tho American 
Boction of tho W, I, R, ,,,liko thoso sections in other 
countries, was controlled by ’fraction’ loadors who, according 
to Article I, Section 7, of tho Communist International 
Constitution, wore rosponsiblo to tho Comintern at Moscow, 11 

Tho International Workers Order has been designated 
by tho Attorney General of tho Unitod States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450, 

ELIZABETH BENTLEY, self-admitted former Soviot 
agent, has previously identified JACOB GOLOS as her superior, 

I I of known reliability, has advised that WILLIAM 
WEINER is generally royarded as tho man rosponsiblo for tho 
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finances of the Communist Party and as ono of tho most 
important Communists in tho movement# 

| I nf unknown r»o1 1 r.Vii 1 I trr. VIC.S Shown passport 

photoara >ns of I I on -.pril 2i\. f 19$ 2, 

and without b^ing a.dvised of his name or background data, 
tho informant rocogni zod him and was quite sure of this 
identification as onc l I whom .ho thought ccmo directly 

from Russia to tho Aiutorg Trading Corpratxon, Now York, 

Now York# Tho_Jji£Q£mant boliovod him to bo undoubtedly 
identi cal witl j l (first name not known) and boliovod 

I I nrano to tho Amtorg Trading Corporation in 1928, bocauso 

ho rocallcd sooing him in tho old iimtorg building near tho 
Battery, Now York City, and also roc filled seeing him whon 
the Amtorg Trading Corporation moved to thoir new quarters near 
28th Street and Fifth Avenue, Now York, New York* 

During tho period that I I was with tho **mtorg 

Trading Corporc.tion, he associated only with the Russian 
group and not with tho American group#_J£iiEihor, there woro 
very few at Amtorg who associated with l I duo to somo 

unknown fear of him# 

Whon furnishod I I full name and background, 

the inf ormant stat ed th^ Gorman or French s poiling o f I I 

would b d I Tho informant added that ! _ I trips to 

Europe could very well have boon in bohalf of tho wntorg 
Trading Corporation, which company is tho official Russian 
trading a.goncy in Now York City# 

I I Immigration and 

Naturalization Service Consultant and mombor of the fl nmmnniat 
Party. US.., from 192 9 to 1937* obsorvod photogrnphs nf I | | 

A \ and his wife. I ^ I on April 23. 19^2. | I 

stated that the photograph ofj_ I taken in 1929 

strongly resembled an individual whefn he met in the presonce 
of J, PETERS, JACOB GOLDS, and others on the seventh floor of the 
Flatiron Building in New York City in 1929* The informant was 
unable to recall the details or purpose of the meetin g nn tha t 
occasion, but added that it was his recollection that 1 I was 

a member of the Centr al Commi ttee of the Communist Party at that 
time# He stated that I l wa.s also present at a discussion 

involving the selection of members of the Control Commission of the 
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Communist Party which t ook plc.ce in 1930 in New York City 
in r.n o le 1 , oporr. house off Union Square, Ho also boliovod 
I I had accompanied EARL BROWDER to China or followed 

him a year or so later. Hnwo ver. he c ould not recall any 
further activities concernin g! I He did not recall seeing 

him aftor 1930 and had no additional background information 
concerning him. 

I I of unknown reliability, a formor mombor of tho 

Communist Party, on February 18, 1943# identified ALEXANDER 
STEVENS as J. PETERS, whcP WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, on May 13, 1942, 
classified as the head of tho Communist underground movement in 
the United States, 

EARL BROWDER was the formor National Chairman of tho 
Communist Political Association. 


be 


Mr, GEORGE iv.0VAL, employed by Engine Company 35, 
Bast 119th otroot bet ween Second and Third Avenues, How York, 
How York, residing at I I Bronx, Now York, 

advised on August 6, 1954, that 
with tho Raven Electric Company, 

a veteran of tho Armed Forces, Ho stated that ho has 
numerous occasions boon mistaken for anothor GEORGE KOVAL, 
however, in lino with tho following incidents: 


had never boon assoc X atod 

_| nor was he 

on 


Ho commented that he and the other GEORGE KOVAL 
apparently both studied at the College of tho City of Now York 
at difforont times, ho having taken some economic courses 
thoro in 1935* He is tho only GEORGE KOVAL listed in tho 
Bronx Telephone Directory and particularly during 1949 
numerous tolophono calls came to his residence from fcmalos 
indicating they had met him in various citios around tho 
United States, On tho basis of tho conversations hold betweon 
those individuals and his wife, thoy both come to tho conclusion 
that tho other nOVAL must havo boon employed as a merchant 
seaman or in some form of service in that ho was bpliovcd to havo 
boon wooding a Naval uniform of somo typo. . - 


Mr, KOVAL statod that he vividly recalls ono particular 
such incident in 1949, during which time two girls contacted his 


b 
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wife mentioning they had mot him when he was in Albuquerque, 

It so happened that lie was on Vacation"Iiimsdli^tIrao 
but ho had not boon in Now Mexico, 

j-ir, KOVAL contacted his wifo for any additionc.1 
informf'tion that sho could furnish, and sho substentiatod 
most of the foregoing* olio also advised that a GEORGfl KOVAL 
had boon listed in tho newspapers a fow year3 ago as having 
won 0500.00 in the Irish Sweepstakes but they did not know 
if it was tho samo'individual. 

Hr, &0VAL stated that ho does not recall any rocont 
telophono contacts but most other association has boon by 
mail and that ho still receives some form of electrical 
socioty magazine which ho doos not subscribo to. He also 
recalled that approximately two years ago ho began to rocoivo 
somo form of Communist publication called the "National 
Guarditn" and on attempting to ascertain how he received a 
subscription, tho publishers informed him it was entered by 
an unknown party. He sta.tod ho had no additional information 
concerning KOVAL and in the event ho did rocoivo any indication 
of where the other GJOliGi KOVAL is presently located, he would 
immediately notify tho New York Office, 

I I who has furnished both reliable and unreliable 

information m the p.st, but who is a former official of Rod 
~rmy Intelligence, wr.s interviewed on September 9* 1954* Ho 
advised that ho did not recognize a photograph of G30RG3 KOVAL 
a3 anyone he has ever known in or out of soviet Intelligence 
circles. Ho added that tho name GdORGd KOVAL meant nothing 
to him. 

Hi s c o11eno ous 


The records of the following agencies at Washington, D,C. 
failed to reflect any information identifiable with GA0RG2 KOVAL, 
born on December 25# 1913# at Sioux City, Iowa, as of Soptombor 15>, 

1954s 
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Military ooc. Transportation Service 
Maritime oorvico 
Army Transport Sorvico 
merchant Marino 

The files of l ~l another Government agency, failod 
to reflect any information identifiable with the subject. 


Description 


I_.The following description of the subject was obtainod 

frem|_| the Veterans Administration, the State Department, rnd 

tho Atomic Energy Commission: 


Nano 

Sox 

Race 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Sears and Merles 
Occupation 

Marital Status 
Immediate Rolativos 


GLiORCrE KOVAL A 

Male .. / 

Whito 

December 25 , 1913 
Sioux City, Iowa 
5 * 11 *" - 6 ' 

170-175> lbs. 

Black-darlt brown 
Brown 

Medium-dark 
None noted 

Electrical Engineer, Parmer, 

Counterman 

Single 

Pathor, BERNARD ABRAHAM ICOVAL, 
Carpenter, born in about 
1885 near Pinsk, Poland, natural¬ 
ized in about 1917 in Sioux City, 
Iowa, died in 1933* Sioux City, 
Iowa. 

Mother, BTBJL A OVAL, housowifo, 
born in about 1888 near Pinsk, 
Poland, naturalized In 1917* in 
Sioux City, Iowa, died in 
February, 1934-» in Sioux City, 
Iowa* 


b2 
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IlHRlodictO Relatives 
(Cont * d) 


References Listed 
for Atomic Energy 
Commission 


Army Serial No* 


Brothers, ISI.H AOVAL, 

Sioux City, Iowa, born 
in the United states, 

American citizen; 

GABRIAL/KOVAL, Sioux City, 

Iowa, born in United States, 
American citizen. 

Mrs, TILLIJ SlLVSR, 

34£l Giles Place, 

Bronx, Now York; 
known four yoars. ■ 

First Lieutenant JACOB VITZ, 
1001st Apginoors, APO No* 26; 
Known one year. 

Dr* MAY- HANATAIN, Coll ego 
of the City of New York, 

Now York, Now York; known 
ono your. 

Dr, HAROLD WOLF, College of 
the City of New York, Now York, 
Now York, 

327-90994- 


- P • 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 


Date of Activity 
and/or 

Identity of Description of 
Source Information 



Agent to 
Date Whom 
Received Furnished 


4/5/52 



3/26/54 


3/26/54 


File No. 

Where 

Located 


65-14743- 

275 


65-14743- 

347 


65-14743- 

347 


piogativo 


6/9/54 


65-14743- 

359 
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/JDHINISTRATIV3 PAG3 (Cont«d) 


15F0KW;jra?S (Cont»d) 


Date of Activity 
and/or 

Identity of Description of 
Source Information _ 



AYD membership 


Agent to 
Date Whom 
Received Furnished 


Pile No, 

Where 

Located 


2/8/44 New York Office 100-6906- 

1200 


Used for Documentation 



for Documentation. 


L OUIS 


- for- Dooum e ntntion- 


QIB/-R7T 


Used for Documentation. 


65-14743- 

143 


65-14743 

19 


■6 5 - 14743 

- 


Used for Documentation, 


65-14743- 

191 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


INFORMANTS (Cont»d) 


Date of Activity 

and/or Agent to 

Identity of Description of Date Whom 
Source _ Informat ion _ Received Furnished 


Used for Documentation. 


Negativo 


9/9/54 


Negative 


9/15/54 


Anonymous source 
of Chicago Office 

rceptignefl in ropor^ of 

l/12/h5. NY. captio ned 


File No, 

Where 

Located 


65—16756 

4 


65-14743- 

373 


b2 

hi 

hi 


100^61499- 

34 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PASS (Cont’d) 


LJADS 


OMAHA 



At Iowa City, Iowa 


Will check records of the University of Iowa for 
all available background and activity of the subject. 

Will ascertain former residences, employments, and 
schools from above records and will display photographs. 
of subject to persons who know GAORGjS aOVAL to confirm* identity. 


Through abovo leads and resultant information, inves- 
, tigation should be conducted to determine whether subject’s 
, parents are in fact docoased and if not, their prosent whereabouts* 

Will determine the whereabouts of brothers of subject, 
IoIAH and GABRIEL AOVAL. 

Will be alert to jaflaalMUJa- subject is identical with 
j LQ UIb kAVAL, born on I I as shown in the report of 

*•>** 1 I d ated August 13. 195k. O maha, captioned 

Urucnown Subject, was: | | StspiONAGS - R." 

and will determine when, wnore, cna wny subject assumed identity 
of GJORGJ KOVAL, born on December 25, 1913* 

Tho foregoing loads are listed as a guide only and aro 
. not to bo considered all inclusive, Omaha should conduct such 
investigation as necessary, including a chock of all logical 
informants and sources of information to completely determine 
tho subject’s early history. This investigation is noc oasarv 
inasmuch as the allegations against ) _ l and tho 

Ravon Jloctric Company, which tho subjoct was Director of in 19^2 
aro such to make it concoivablo that G30RG3 a 0VAL is an assumed 
idontity on tho pyrt of fifro subjoct* | |is tho chief suspect 

for Russian agont | | operating in WfC in 19^1, who was 

allegedly in contact wTEh and respo nsible for paying additional 
9PY3 . ut affiant ft flnp h as | l and agents with code names 

I others, accordingly, any information as to 


b7C 


b 
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.ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont 1 d) 

LEDS (Cont'd) 

OMAHA (Cont'd) 

nicknames, codo nemos, or questionable data concorning the 
subject's identity in the courso of above investigation should 
bo fully explored. It is expressly desired that substantiating 
information bo obtained from individuals who personally know 
the subjoct rathor than merely public sources whoro the data - ’ a 
contained therein originated with the subjoct himsolf, 

WASHINGTON FIELD 



Washington, D.C. 


r Will forward two copies of subject's photograph 

I taken in 1944 in connection with subject's passport application 

to tho Omaha and Now York Offices. Photographs -prev iously _ 

forwarded Now York as enclosures to tho raport of S j I 

I L August 13. 195k. a.t Washington . D.C., captionod 

"UMOWN SUBJECT, wa3: | 1 JoPION^GE - R," 

^ cannot currently bo locate d# 


NEW YORK 


b2 

V* n c* 

.D t K.V 

b/n 


At Now York, Now York 

, C Will contact | I f or background on ..ties Tre-ding 

rt ft. Corporation, 17 Battery Place, Now York, Now Yorkj if no roason 
0 /exists to tho contrary, will contact srmo for background and 
^activity of subjoct. 

Will contcct Modica.1 Salvage Company, 217 East 23rd 
Stroot, New York, Now York, for background end activity of 
subject. 


tr A. 




Will chock records of Columbia University for background 
activity of subjoct. 


REFERENCE 


Buroau letter to N-jw York, 6/27/54 • 
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k \ *. 

Office Memorandum • united states government 




Director, FBI (6$-?$8$9) 
SAC, New York (65-167$6) 


DATE: 10/28/54 


SUBJECT: 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 



oples of aummarv report of 
NY, dated 10/28/54. 


informflt 1 nr> previously reported in report of SA|_| 

Sated 2/20/53, captioned "UNKNOWN SUBJECT, was: 

__ h * ESPIONAGE - R" concerning one GEORGE KOVAL 

attending a meeting of the Back of the Yards Club in Chicago, 
Illinois, on 11/17/44, and being elected delegate to the "Daily 
Worker" Press Conference to be held 11/26/44 was not included 
in enclosed report Inasmuch as subsequent information discloses 
subject was fingerprinted at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, on 8/15/44 
and was not discharged from the United States Army until 2/12/46, 
making it very unlikely he is identical with the foregoing activity. 

Encs. 6 


i ; r a 



HEH:BLW 

Y Ac-vnc * 5 

i ^ <; * , * f ^ 


r- S'/l Cr. 6s b 
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sr comim SKFtrjcT, 




(fiSSSS^ 


£X-Ilu 



o 


62912 
Ziaiof 
Tot 


front 


Subjectt 


Moventer 9, 1954 

*fr. Bonn is A, Elian 
Diroofor 

Office of Security 
Dspa.rtm.sni of state 
515 Mind Street, N, W, 
Washington, E, c, 

John Edgar Soever, director 
Federal Bureau of investigation 

atOFGE KOVAL 
FSPIOKAOE * H 


Transnitted herewith is a copy of a con 
ran&Zl in thin master node by Special Agent\_ 


3 


dated October 28 , 1954, at New York, 


l 


m 1947 a former officer of the Soviet unitary 
intelligence Service, who defeated in 1943 , advised that in 
29 41 an indiv tdasl operating under the code name of I I 

or | I was serving as the chief illegal resident of 

the fourth Section of the Soviet unitary mtell ic gnco r i»ri;ie e 
in the United States* According to the inform ant, I I 

J in * “ 7orfr, 


[ 


ana maintained sizable accounts in New TorJt Tanks 'or use by 
the Soviet Mtlttary intelligence Service in financing their 
operations in thte country . '"he informant stated that other 
Soviet Intel ligence pors onftgj dispatched to the united states 
Were eent t©| | who established then in his business 

or elsewhere, - 1 

iA-fl zaaul± oJLiLCJOAldexahLs jjx2ULa±±aa±Laiu ^-r~ 


Company in Mew York 6ity, ftos emerged ao| 


I oaccaroynq ama g<3criPTKm ane 8t»i iar -eg ftasg riotiue 
pltwr fty-'tfco informant with respect to \ and 

>endent sources have indicated his nrobaTTe jscat fnuolvo- 


b7t 


b7c 


data 

independent , oourcreo 

nent in ^avidt Intelligence operations. 


1 A ' 


4s sot forth in the enclosed report, rorjjo Koval, 

• one time assigned on the Manhattan Project, was emnloued 
lihjf ~ °~rn Electric company from 1939 to fV49 K i invest iga- 
~i '1^ io continuing. 
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cc - 1 - Director BT COUnim^^YICE 

Central intelligence Agency (AtMa/fy *t) 

2430 jp Street, W* W* v 

Washington, D. (7. 


Attention* Deputy Director, Plane 

1 r * 

cc - 1 - j<»*f atant ffftie/ o/ Staff, G-2 (Attachment) 
Department of the Army * 

T/te Pentagon 
f&sMnpton 55, D, C * 


cc - 1 - captain John A• Waters 
Director of Security 
Atonic Energy Commission 
Boom 2314, T~5 Building 


BT COURIER , SERVICE 
(Attachment) 


16th and Constitution Avenue, if. F. 


Faaftin c*ton 55, D. (7. 







UNITED STiPES GOVERNMENT 


TO 



SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


SAC, WFO (65-6901) 


GEORG^i KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


date: November 9 , 1954 


Re report of SA l 
October 28, 1954* at New York. 


dated 


In compliance with the lead set forth in referenced 
report there is enclosed one copy each of the photograph of 
subject for the New York and Omaha Offices. This is a passport 
photo taken in 1948 and is the only one available. 


HDP/mmd 

1-CC-NEW YORK (65-16756) (Encl-1) -- REGISTERED MAIL 
1-CC-OMAHA (Encl-1)— REGISTERED MAIL 
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5AC * Mew Tork (65-18756) November 19, 1954 

b7C 

•r 

Director, FBI (65-02911) 

O 

QCOROE KOVAL 
V8PI0NA0K - H 



Herep of Special Leont i 

dated October 28, 1954 • A review of Bureau JiTen ha* 
diecloeed many reference* to the Atlas Traiing Corpo¬ 
ration for which George Koval was reported to be 
nerving an European sale* repre nentative at the time 
of hi* departure from the United Staten tn 1948 . The 
greater bulk of thene referencen are available to 
the Mew Fork office , hut your attention in npecifically 
palled to pac e <39 of the reoort of Special Agent 
j I dated 5 / 24 / 4 I at New fork in the case 

captioned "Astorg Trad ing Corporation^ 


*7 S ra 

H <■; o 

«? £ 3 0 



% 
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) 
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*A 

V 


(61-5381-319 page 69) 
r \ ^\lt in nuggented that the agent to whou 

■ thi* case is assigned may wish to confer with agent* 
of the Mew forkoffice currently handling Fugoelav 
tnventigationjjj who are, undoubtedly, familiar with 
th* Atlas Trading Corporation and may be in a ‘ 

ponttion to suggest soue contact through whom details 
of Koval'* employment with that organisation may be 
determined . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF I 
RECORDS SECTI 


TIOH 




TIGATION 


1954 


□ Name Check Unit-Room 6523 

□ Attention 


[□Service Unit-Room 6524 
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Return toJ 


UU[JUI f U u Jr 


Ext. 


Room 




All References 

□ Subversive References 

□ Main References Only 

□ Main_References Only 
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SAC, tew Tork (65-16756) 


i Ay If 


November 19, 1954 
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Director, FBI (65-62911) 
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QRORQK TOTAL 
Z3PI0MAGR - R 
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S«r<?p o/ Sj4| 

dat«d 10/2&/54 at Nev IbfK, dft lil and 11 of 

mhieh <» reported a contact with George Koval by 
an unidentified indi vidua 1, Jt it «uyp*«i«d that 
gjfiilnAl* nhoiflgpanhi of Jacob SroeihAA irannff 


<*> 
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X 


1 1_ 


|/6# dt$olaued ta | 


eupermxenaon* at Z0D4~, 
New Tork, for pottfM# 

Tai«nttn« Avenue, Brooklyn, 
identification • 
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'FEDE 


St§ 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FO-WT 

(3-9-M) 


FORM NO- 1 

TMW CASE ORf«fNAT¥» AT JvTSlf X ORK 


OMAHA 


date when 

MADE 

12/23/51 


period for which 

12/2,15,16,17/1 

54 


TITLE 


GEORGE KOVAL 


1 MADE BY 


hl( 


mex) 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

Records State Uni*, of la., Iowa City, la., reflect GEORGE KOVAL 
was born 12/25/13 at Sioux City, la. Subject attended the Uni., 
of la.. College of Engineering from 9/29 to 6/32. Former professors 
at Uni. of la., do not recall subject. Confidential Informant 
advised he was not acquainted with subject. No credit or 
criminal record for the subject at Iowa City, Iowa. 


- P - 


AGENCY C£fl jR&tkJk&iBSC, # 

DC A DClVn * 




REQ. REC’D 


DETAILS: AT IOWA CITY. IOWA: 


BIRTH DATA: 


D iE FOR’.Y - l «J«, 
KCW 


Records at the Registrar's Office, University of Iowa, 
reflect GEORGE KOVAL was born December 25, 1913, at Sioux City, 
l'owa. His father was listed as AB^^COVAL. 


EDUCATION: 


1 Registrar's Of Tice, University of Iowa, 
tn© scholastic records of GEORGE KOVAL. Records reflect 


exhibited 

KOVAL entered the Universi-ty of Iowa September 19, 1929, arid 
attended the University of Iowa in the College of Ihgineerjmguntil 
June of 1932. KOVAL listed-previous education as Centipai-^ifLg!^ 
School, Sioux City, Iowa, graduating June 13, 1929. % » 

K-r-r-m \ \ 
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| | College of Engineers, 

University or Iowa, advised she was at tne University of Iowa 
in 1929-1932 but she did not recall the subject. A picture of 
KOVAL was exhibited to l i who after viewing same 

stated she could not recall him. 


I College of Engineering, University 
of Iowa, viewed the photograph of KOVAL and advised he could 
not recall the subject. 


Professor 

and stated he co^ld not recall him as being a student. 


|viewed a photograph of KOVAL 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The.records of the University of Iowa further reflected 
GEORGE YLOVkly listed as persons who would always know h'.s address 
the f ollowjrngt _ 


Sioux City, Iowa; 
Si-ux City, Iowa, 


b* 


The subject listed his address in the scholastic records 
at tho University of Iowa, as 619 Virginia Street, Sioux City, 
Iowa. Subject, while attending the University of Iowa, 
resided at the r uadranglo. Hale Dormitory,on the University of 
Iowa ccunpus. 


I I the Quadrangle, advised 

no records are maintained at the Quadrangle prior to 1945* -She 
advised she was r.ot associated with the Quadrangle during the 
period that KOVAL resided there and no one presently at tho 
Quadrangle wns there during 1929-1932. 

| of the College 

of Engineering, university or lowa, checked the class records for 
the years 1929-1932 and listed the following parsons who might 
bo acquainted with KOVAL, inasmuch as they attended classes 
with him at tho University of Iowar ■ 


I IMusca tine. Iowa; 

| Iowa Illinois Gas and Electric Company, 

TV^ vnpnrnt . I nun** 

I I Manager of the Iowa Power and Light Company, Dos 

■loIn os, Iowa; 

| | Equitable Life Assurance Company, Now 

York L’l'cy, wow iorK. 
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A picture of GEORGE KOVAL taken September 19, 1929, was 
obtained from tho records of tho Registrar’s Office, University of 
Iowa. 


Confidential Informant,! | of known reliability, 

end a former member of the Communist i'arty, at Cedar Rapids, 

Iowa, advised ho wa 3 not acquainted with KOVAL and has not heard 
his name mentioned in connection with anv Communist Party activity 
or membership in tho Iowa City, Cedar Rapids, Iowa area. 


Confidential Informant,!_| of known reliability, 

advised he was not acauainted with KOVAL, and has not heard 
Ms name mentioned in connection with Communist Party activity 
or membership. 


Tho Communist Party, USA, is an organization that 
has boon designated by the attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Ordor 10450* 

I I of tho Iowa City Credit Pureau, 

advised ho had examined the records of his office and no record 
was found for the subject. 


Records of the Sheriff’s Office and Police Department 
at Iowa City, Iowa, were examined and no record was found for 
GEORGE KOVAL. 


Tho records of tho Registrar’s Office, University of 
Iowa, reflect no nicknames or aliases for GEORGE KOVAL. 

ENCLOSURE: TO THE PEW TORK OFFICE; 

Two (2) photographs of the subject, GEORGE KOVAL. 
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Identity 
of Source 


OMAHA OFFICE: 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of infor wftt.inTi 


Agent to 
Date whom 
Received Furnished 


File Nuinber 
where 
Located 


Oral interview 12/16/51+ JiLl 1 


12/17/51+ " ” 


OM 65-609 

n n ii 


LEADS 


AT DAVENPORT, IOWA: 


Iowa Illinois 


Will locate and interview | 

Gas and Electric Company, Davenport, lowa. for anT"info rmation 
he may have regarding KOVAL. It is to he noted ^ I was at 
the University of Iowa during the period KOVAL also attended. 

Efforts should ho made to ascertain former residences, employments, 
friends, relatives, and their present location if possible. Will 
make inquiry regarding the brothers of KOVAL, I SIAH and GABRIEL 
KOVAL, and their residences. Will determine lf| I is aware 

of any other name or nicknames used by KOVaL. b7c 


Will contact Confidential Informants regarding GEORGE 

KOVAL. 


AT DES MOIRES, IOWA: 


Will locate and interview 
Light Company at Des Hoinos, Iowa. 
the lines requested of interview at 


interview s 
Davenport, 


l 


Iowa Power and 
ould be along 


AT MUSCATINE, IOWA: 

. r i i « i ■ o 

Will locate and lntorviow l I business and 

address unknown. Interview should be handled as requested in 
Davenport, Iowa interview* 

AT SIOUX CITY, IOWA : 

Will check the records of Central High School in an 
effort to determino additional background data regarding GEORGE 
KOVAL and members of his family, and their present whereabouts. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


LEADS 

VJ3.11 locate a^d 3T>frtvr»vipw I ~1 viha was | | 

at Central Hi^h School, Sioux City, Iowa, when KOVAL attended. 

will examine the employment records of the Square Deal 
Company, 926 4^« -'Street, for additional background information 
regarding GEORGE KOVAL and members of M 3 family. GEORGS KOVAL 
wag employed by the Square Deal Company from 1933-1936. 

Will conduct investigations in vicinity of 619 Virginia 
Street, in an effort to obtain information regarding ICO VAC, 
nembors of his family and the present location of his brothers, 

1SIAH and GaBRIEL KOVAL. Will determine other member 3 of KOVAL 1 s 
family, and attempt to ascertain if any other name other than 
KOVAL was used by GEORGE KOVAL or members of his family. 

Kill ox:j?iino doath records, naturalization records of 
parents of GAORGE KO"AL. It Is noted in rof rencod report that 
parents of KOV.Jj were reported as being naturalized at Sioux 
City, Iowa, in 1917, and having died in 1933* 

_HUALj^e tor mine the identity of | | (phonetic) 

I Si.-ux City, and if feasioie win interview 
h3m regarding KOVAL and members of his family. 

'•Jill determine the Identity of l I 

Street, Sioux City, Iowa, If not a relative will consider interview 
for purposes of obtaining background data on KOVAL and hi3 family. 

Will exhibit a photograph of GEORGE KOVAL to persons 
interviewed. 

Will attempt to dotermine throu gh investigations at 
Sioux Oitv. if GEORGE KO VAL is related to I I 

| Cedar Rapids, Iowa, who have boon reported 
as receiving the daily issues of the "Russky Golos”, official 
organ of the Russian Section of the International Workers Order. 

NEW YORK OlITCEi 


AT NEW YORK CITY. NSW YORK; 


VJill locate and interview I 
by Equitable Life assurance Society. 


employed 
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Director, EBT (65-62911) 

SAC, N<^ York (65-16756) 

GEORGE' ftCVnL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATBs . V 

Me 31 im 




■-Ennlnaari harrewi th are Six copies of report of 

Sj|_|, 12(H/Sk, New York. . . 

On the basis of information set out in enclosed 
reoort. Bureau authority is re quested to contact ^tl^ 
trading Corporati on. 17 Battery Place. NYC, andj | 

| for all information in their possession 
concerning subject. It is noted that much of the information 
contained in the files of the TYO concerning Atlas 
Trading Corporation was not set o ut in e ncl osed report d ue 
to the subsequent complete reorganization and chang e of - 
ownersh lp" of* com? any "and on that basis there appears to be 
no reason why the present owhers would not cooperate. 


/Inquiry among agents handling Yugoslav matters in 
the N'T .suggested' in Bulet, 11/19/54* failed to indicate 
any cur/raWt' or past informants far/ liar with the personnel 
or act/ivixi^s of the Atlas 'trading Corporation. 

( 

Encs. (6) 
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FEDERAL BWREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 


REPORT MADS AT 

NEW YORK 


GEORGE KOVAL 


DATE WHEN 


PERIOD POR WHICH MADE 


EC 3Ti 9 5iLO/19;12/7,9, 

L-16.1,7. 

20/54 



synopsis op facts Informants advise GEORGE KOVAL not known 

to hft ffmniAni-.i? BrnninynH by Atlas Trading Corporation, NYC. 

I I listed a3 a witness on subject’s 

s » passpdftrapplication, identified as pl^-sicist with Norden 
Laboratories, White Plains, NY, who was formerly a college 
instructor at CCNY. 


DETAILS: 


- P * 


IDENTIFICATION OF PASSPORT DATA 


The files of the Passport Office, 
Depar tment of State. Washingto n. 3).C», which were reviewed 
by SA | I on July 27, 1954# and August 2, 

1954# reflect that GEORGE KOVAL (no middle name shown) was 
bom en December 25# 1913# at Sioux City, Iowa, and was issued 
Passport No* 170092 on March 15# 1948# for proposed travel on 
business for Atlas Trading Corporation, New York, New York, 
to France, Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden, and Poland, in 
approximately March, 1948# for a duration of approximately 
four to six months, KOVAL’S application for the same passport 
reflected his address in March, 1948, as 2004 Valentine 
Avenue, Bronx 57# New York, and indicated that he was an 
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electrical engineer by Professio n* The Identifying witnes s 

on this r>agfinr>T»-h nr>n~H >>nt-.<nn waa I 1 * 

I New fork 25? New York, who indicated he had 
known KOViiL for a period of approximately five years and 
was not KOVaL'S relative* 

Further reflected-in the files of the Passport 
Office is correspondence addressed to that office from the 
Atlas Trading Corporation, 17 Battery Place, New York 4* 

Few York, dated March 8, 1948• Said correspondence set 
forth that KOVAL would act as a representative of the Atlas 
Trading Corporation, an export-import firm, on a commission 
basis in France, Belgium, Swecbn, Switzerland, and Poland, 
and also requested the issuance of the necessary passport 
a d/or other trawel documents for KOVAL'S tr avel to thes e 
countries* The corre spondence was signed by | | 

| ~| Atlas Trading Corporation* 

Atlas Trading Corporation 
17 Battery Place 
New York 4* Few York 

I | of known reliability, advised on October 19, 
195b, that they had no information concerning the subject*, 
VJith reference to the Atlas Trading Corporation, the 
informant advised by report dated October 7* 1954* tha^j 
this concern is engaged in business as exporters of general 
merchandise from offices in r ooms 13k0 - 1341 at 17 B attery 
Place* Few York h. New York. T I wi th 

l and the officers 

are the directors. The company was incorporated in New 
York on November 1, 1937 and has a net worth of $54*535o 
The controlling interest had been held by the late FRANCISCO 
-PETRONOVIC, who died May 19, 1951* dividing the Capital 
stock equally between his widow, CONSTANCE, and his son, 

JOHN. __ ^ > >/ 

i m 1 * * 

On Anrtl 30* 1952* the stock interest waa _ 

purchased by 

and manager. I . . 

holds 51 per cent and I I the remaining k9 per cent of-the 
business, whose principal exports consist primarily 
of shpe leather, artificial leather, and shop- 'supplies. 

Their' tstxifory te Composed of gentral and South America, the 
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par East, and the Philippines. The company has three employees 
and commissioned agents abroad and maintains a bank account 
at the Karine Kidland Tn. st Company in New York City. 

I I advised that| |is married and was born in 
Yugoslavia in 1919, arriving in the united States in 1945* 
prom 1945 through 1949, he was employed by the united 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, New York 
City. In February, 1949, he was elected treasurer of Atlas 
Corporation, in July, 195l» he was elected executive 
vice-president and manager. However, he did not own any 
capital stock until his purchase on April 30, 1952. 

I 1 is 4o years of ago, married, and 

born in Germany. While in Europe, he was employed in the 
leather business in France. He came to the united states 
in 1947 a nd was employed by Morris Feldstein and Sons, 

N®w York City, until 1951, at which time he was employed by 
Atl .s, acquiring a stock interest .,nd being elected to his 
present office on April 30, 1952. 


b2 

b7D 


The files of the New York office contain no 
information believed pertinent concern ing the Atlas 
Corporation, ! | or FRA'.CISCO PETROFCVJC. 

| | of unknown reliability, but who is in a 

position to rurnish information concerning employees of 
the Atlas Trading Corporation, advised on December 7, 1954 
that no one 'o r the name of GECRG_' FCVAL was Currently 
working, or had over worked, at Atl as Trading corporation 
to the informant*3 knowledge, | |advised they bad no European 

representatives in the last six years and rone by the name 
of HCVA1, that the informant was acquainted with. 


[ 


|Sheridan Whitehall 

Corporation, Room 434, 1/ Battery place, advised on 
Decern' er 10, 1954» the Atlas .Trading Corporation 

obtained r. lease for space on upper floors of that building 
on way 1, 1940, which they held up until 1942. During that 
year they beg..n to reduce their occupancy of that building, 
and whole still tenants, now occupy only two roo-;s* | | 

I advised th. t the company had been ope rated by a 
gentleman -jlth the last name of PfT'tOTT Vi'C. who h^d 
errtensive holdings in South America and ! 

who appe area to be a senior officer in the rinsj D’ ring 19jO 


] 
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I land PETRONOV IC'discontinued their association, at 

which tlrae, | ~| formed the Petmar Agency, obtaining 

space on the second floor of that building and departing 
from the premises in May, 1954* Mr* PETRONQVIC 41 9 ^ sometime 
thereafter, and on or before May, 1951* 1 | purchased 

the PETRONOVIC interest and continues now to hold a lease 
under the Atl as Trading Corpo ration name, valid until 
Mav 31* 1956. I |advised he was not familiar 

with the name GEORGE KOVAL and had no knowledge of an 
employee by that name ever working with the Atlas or 
Petmar r- nnmfl.nlea. He did recall that in 1 947# the [~ 

[ 1 for Atlas was I ~ l w ho waa hi 

re sneered in business circles, .but wno naa a son,|- 

J I who was al so affiliated with Atlas for & short 


time* I 


5 


b7C 


Tadvised that[ 


UJLiUC? #1 I mw* v ^tJVM ' 

business on Ms own and oectipisd some space in that building 
rmn ftrttfthay. I QI16. to April, 1948# at which time he departed, 
Twas not regarded with the same high esteem 
as his father and there was some talk in business circles 


formed a 


that 


f e was travelling in rather fast company* f 
advised that most of the la fttar Information was 

. * * * . *__**.. I I Vi 


V 


heresay and that he had not khown^ 
right 


] 


in his own 


b2 . 
b7D 


| |in reports dated September 10, 1953 and March 31# 
19514., advised 'that he knew of a commercial firm by the name of 
P. R. RIncones, Jr. engaged in business as exporters of general 
merchandise with offices at 37-43 Wall Street, New York City* 
The business was chartered in New York on July 10, 1917# 
under the present management since 1944*_The officers are 


| 1 was born In Puerto Rico and is 

reported to hold all the capital stock of the business* The 
concern confines its activities mainly to exporting general 
merchandise to Venezuela and to a lesser extent to Puerto 
Rico* The informant had no information as to how the 
concern obtained its name, nor of any individual by that name 
or by the name of GEORGE KOVAL being affiliated with the 
business* 
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b' 


contains 
his residence 


The current New York, 
a singl e listing forP 


Pi f.-p- Till onVirmfl_f)i r> 


as 


[ 


actory 
Jgiving 


Telephone number OR 7-4720. 


JNew York City, 





if*_3 aV^ 1 $ -h 


., Jv. 4 ; ^ ^ - /V - 

"advrsed on December 
rtenant of the apart- 


10, 195t, t: ________ 

ment building located at T &l East 14 th Street, moved into 
that, hull dint? 4 n Rm-n-hptmb^ T* t 1951 , having previously resided 

for an unknown period and also at 
Street, New York City, for 
He was born in June, 1923, and is 
serving Inthe United States 


■ b2 
. b7D 

f- t 


approximately one year, 
a veteran of the armed forces. 

Army from February, 19t3 to April, 19Ub. As of 1952, he 
was employed with the Norden Laboratories, Westmoreland 
Avenue, White Plains, New York, earning $5,800 a year. He 
commenced this employment in 1930, and in June, 1953, the 
United States Air Force m ade inquiry concerning his background, 
inasmuch as he was bei ng conside red for a positi on of trusiT. 

. Informant advised thatL 
- A - _ _ X 26 years.of age, from^ 


IX 


Vi Qfi_vnortni A/i_Mi o cl 


Tnf( 


~CalifOfnTa. sometime during 19^9 or 1950. The informant 

^indicated she had been in It aly 


at one time under Fascist rule and spoke with aHHeavy 
foreign accent, leading to the impression that she may have 
spent her earlier life as a citizen of Italy, 


of known reliability, advis ed on December 19. 
19 5H» that tney had no re moval address for| 


at 


[ 


JNew York City, 


| | of the 

Robert Burns notei, west 90 th street, New York City, 

advised on December 16, 195b-, that he took over the property 
in April, 1953, and there were approximately two prior owners 
who held the property between 19^.8 and the period he took 
possession. He ad vised his records mad e no mention of any 


one by the name off 


b'7C 


b 2 ‘ 
b7D 


from whom he obtained the orooertv waaf 

1 

Hew York City* 1 


and stated that the owner 

I 
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llTew 


YnrTt 


I 


r 


. advised on December 16. 195H- tha n ~l 

had been a t enant of hairs for five or six years at 
I New York City. At that time he was 
23 to 24- years' of age, single and employed as an instructor 
at Columbia University or the College of the City of New 
York (CCNY). He occupied a basement apartment in violation 
of the city code and for that reason he was forced to leave 
her premises. During part of the time he lived at tha t 
address he shared the apartment with one ! 1 He 

was a veteran of the milit ary service and married a girl 
by the first name of I I in 1949 or 1950. 


V* 


[ 


] 


advi sea that 


L! 


ff: 


government 


other 

a few years earlier 


agency had made inquiry about£_ 

and stated he was a fine man, whose loyalty to the United 
States was above question. Sh e had known his father, who had 
lived in Boston and- stated that I l had a grandmother 

living on Park Avenue and an adopted brother living 
somewhere on Long Island. She stated the family enjoyed a 
fine reputation as respectable citizens. 


[ 


^New 


York City, wrote the New York Office on August 22, 19 : 
stating he was employ ed o n confidential work at the Norden 
Laboratories Corporation, "White Plains, New York, and 
wanted to report a casual vacation contact with the daughter 
of the Economic Editor of Tass and also to inquire whether 
a former fellow teacher with whom he was friendly was a 
Communist. He indicated he wished to^discontinue the latter 
association if there was any doubt aythe individuals 
^✓vDoyalty. He noted that prior to his employment at Norden 

Laboratories he had taught at CCNY for approximately five years, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


I I Records Division, Registrar's 

■ Dffinp, r.nlnmhia University, New York City, advised SA 
I I on November 3, 195*+ that GEORGE KOVAL, bom 

December 25, 1913, Sioux City, Iowa, residing 3470 Cannon 
Place, New York City, had attended Columbia from ^ 

February to June 19H-1, taking one course in Chemistry-; He 
received a Grade B for the course with a stipulation that 







NY 65-16756 



no academic credit was to be allowed. His record disclosed 
he had previously attended Central High School in Sioux 
City, Iowa, from 1927 until 1929* from which he received a 
diploma. Hei also attended the University of Iowa in 
Iowa City, from 193* to 19l|l* obtaining no degree being 
forced to drop out because of financial difficulties. He 
indicated he was employed as a salesman with the Haven* 
Electric Compan y. 1911 Broadway. He,i York City, an d 
listed a friend, I I New York 

City. The record disclosed he was of the white race and 
listed his religious preference as Jewish. 


* P - 
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ADMINIS TRATIVB RAGE 

. INFORMAHTS 

ID ifTITY DATE OP ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO WHOM PILE NUMBER 

OP SOURCE AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED INFORMATION WHERE ORIGINAL 

OP INFORMATION FURNISHED INFORMATION LOCATED 






Instant Report 


Instant Report 


Instant Reoort 

b2 

b7C 

b7D 


Instant Reoort 


Instant Report 
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ADilPTISTHATIV^ PAT^I (COKT 1 D) 
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^3 


3, 

«■ v / 

YV 


V c 


v<;. 


At Omaha, t* eb r aske. 

’iill report results of investigation out¬ 
standing in that office. 


rJl'I YOFJC 


to r 


At Hew York, Mew-York 

m 1 1_nMsnlw o , n .T.^n ■-'TlP^Vr.M ' f 


?ron::, ~ew yorli, for ?oi. aiblo identification* 

Will, if bureau authority is granted, contact 
Atl as Trading floraoratfon. 1? flatter- Place. He w York City, 

Tgpp all 


ana 


S 


available information cone a ml 11.5 subject* 

_ k —j 3 — 1 .j !uu 


Report of b£ | | 10/28/pk, 

Few York. - 
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contains a singli 
ills residence ae 
telephone number 


The current Hew Yorl 
a single listing foif 


>leohone 


•ectory 

living 

rf.ty. 


j. t 

1 <’ V 

.-■ r l*v 


apartment 2C, 


{ “■ L- l. a£ _ n-hOT ity, advised on December 10, 

1951+, that|_ I tenant of the apartment 

' building located <as)l I moved into that 

. hull dlnr nn Sen framhAa- 1951* Mwtlg prey- ously resided at 

|_| for ap unknown pariod and also at /S 

apartment 2C. ' l aw York City, for r"" 

approximately one year. ! He /was bom in June, 1923* and(wap a 
veteran*of the armed forcea£ serving in the United States 
Army from February, 191+3 to Aoril, 191+6• As of 1952, he 
was emoloyed with the JTo^dfen Laboratories, /estmoreland 
Avenue, Jhite Plains, 'Te^York, earning ;i>5,800 a year. He 
commenced this employment;, in 1950, and in June, 1953* the 
United states Air Force aife.dc inquiry concerning his b ackground, 
inasmuch as he was beintf irnddoped for a p os tmen of trust . 
Informant advised that I had marrledl I 

H 1 26 years of Are;! from ! _ I „ 

anmetiiriA 19^9 or 1930. The informant 

stated ! I j-ndicated she had been in Italy 

at one t me under Fascist rule and spoke with a heavy 
foreign accent, leading to the impression that she may have 
spent her earlier life as aiciti^en of Italy* 

j The informant noted that the l I had a 1951 

( Plymouth, bearing/a 1952/license olafce nuatoer 6E771®. 


/ New Hork 

of/ known reliability*. 
• i/ari for] 

I V'cw York; CitJT 


ir 15* 
at 


J |of the 
ns npcex, 04 eye votin ‘- , cre9 - D, Mew Yoric City, 
advised on Oeofember 16, 1951+# that he took over the property 
in April, 1953* and there were Approximately two prior owners 
who held the property between 191+0 and the period he took 
possession. /He advised his reco'-rds made no mention of any 
one by the name of GEORGE KOVaL fend stated that the owner 
from whan he .obtained the property wa ^ | 

| New York City. 
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(original and 1 copy) 

SAC, Mm fork ( 65 - 16756 ) 

RtCORDED-42 ^ 

DirtoUr, FBI (65-62911) 


-««>< *>•> 
l.Atf.lvKi 

January 1J, 1955 


QKCBGSK KOVAL 
MS?I ON AGS - B 


SA 

-4 

a 


T 5 


j?# yr 12 - 11 -te and attached report of 

| datod 12-31-54. 


1. Concerning your request for Bureau authority 
to contact the Atlas Trading Corporation by which 
George Koval was reported to have been employed at 
the time of his departure from the U.S. in 1948, 
the Jhtreau is unaware of any regulation or policy 
necessitating such authority. The results of a 
review of Bureau file information concerning the 
Atlas Trading Corporation were forwarded to the 
New York office by memorandum of 11-19-54. In 
the event New York files contain no information 
indicating the inadvisability of such a contact, 
it would seem a most logical lead, meriting prompt 
attention. This is particularly true in view of 
your statement that there appears to be no reason 
why the current owners would not cooperate. 

2 v The New York office has also see n fit to 


rwAt 


M. FBI 


seek Bure au authority before interviewing^ _ 

Iwho was listed as a witness in Koval r s 


] 


-appi teat ion for a U. 8 . passport. Again there appears 


to bo no regulation or policy prohibiting the agent 
j I iy55 \handling thte matter in the New York office from 
\ ' , lexerctstng hie initiative in the event information 

fvAlwED 19 |resulting from a revtsw sf offics files and his 
preliminary investigation indicates no reason to 
the centrary. 

In this connectien your attention is directed 
to Section (Z) of SAC Letter 54-36. 

3 . In your memorandum of reference you indicate 
that information in New York files concerning the Atlas 
Trading Corporation prior to its complete reorganisation 
was not sot out in the enclosed report, inasmuch as 
according to the enclosed report the Atlas Corporation 
was reorganised in 1952 whereas Koval was reportedly 
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employ** by that concern in -1948, this mould appear 
to be a complete misconception as to the pertinence 
of information to be set forth in an investigative 
report • 

The current character of the Atlas Corporation and 
its operating personnel te exceedingly important to an 
administrative determination ae to the advisability of 
making direct inquiry of them* However, the information 
that should properly be set forth in an investigative 
report concerning George Koval would bo ouch pettinent 
portion* am might characterise the company at such times 
as he may have served ms an employee • 

4, The word m physteiet m in line 4 of the synopsis 
is misspelled • 

5* Paragraph 5 on page J has littls significance 
unless the informant is further identified as an 
ewiployee of the Atlas Trading Corporation • 

6 . The accuracy of a statement appearing in the 
last paragraph on page J to the el feet that "the _ 

company frtf SUOUSkidA *y -1 □ 

who annoar* to bo a mentor officer in the firm, 0 appears 
somewhat questionable especially in view of the later 
statement that he discontinued him association • 

?. It te difficult, on the baste of information 
developed to date, to understand the pertineotLU to, 
liM Lms etigation of Information concemtng \ \ 

I though reportedly 0 travelling Tn fast 

company?" 

£’• The word "at 0 in 1 in* J of the second paragraph, 
page $, is misspelled, It would appear to be better form 
to use the words "in 0 or "during 0 rather than "on 0 as 
used in line 4 of that same paragraph • If Itving, a 
person "is a veteran — having served not "was a 
veteran"as set forth in paragraph 2 of page 5* 

9. The fact that "the I I had a 1951 

Plymouth, bearing a 1952 ^sw York license plate number 
GK 7?l8 m is of questionable materiality in this 
investigation • 

10m The last paragraph on page 5 t* most confusing, 
indicating either an error in reporting or a complete 
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a/oconeaptfan o/ /act leading to a misdirected and 
fruitless inquiry. On the basis of information set 
forth in this invest t gat tea t± dams ual quasar, that 

George Koval ever lived at|_| or 

even contemplated residence at that address whereas 
the following paragraph, of t he report Indicates th at 
such too* a former address of I ~l 

You are requested to submit amendments to this 
report in accordance with the above comments. 

This investigation is of eonsidorablo importance 
and there are substantial leads which should be a challenge 
to interest and inttiattvs. 


3 





January 26, 1955 



SAC, N«v York (65-16756) (orig & 1) 


Director, FBI (65-62911) 
george Koval 

ESPIONAGE - B 


Eereoort 
at Hew York. 


SA 


dated 12-31-5^ 


hi 


_ _Bureau fllaa contain no Information identifiable 

with l | other than that which is already 

ftvaixabi© m the :»ew rork office* 
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SAC, Ne^York (65-16756) 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP-R 


DATE: 2/8/55 


ReBulet to NY, 1/13/55* end rerep of SA 
dated *• 2/31/54, NY. 


Enclosed f<~r the Bureau are six copies of emended 
pages three and five for rereoort and enclosed for Omaha pre two 
codes each of the foregoing in accordance with reBulet. 

The Bureau and Omaha are requested to substitute 
the enclosed pages for the originals and destroy the latter. 
Substitutions have been made at NY. 

No administrative action is being recommended. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 7 --- 

No birth re'cord for subjeot located Sioux City# la. 
Other records show subject born 12/25/13# 12/25/14 
and 9/25/14* Subjeot attended Central High School, Sioux City, 
1/4/27 to 6 / 3 / 29 . Subject arrested SO, Sioux City# la., 9/3/31 
for leading raid on office of Overseer of fchb Poor, Sioux City. 
Released next day. Sub ject and family resided 619 Virginia St. # 
Sioux City, la. until 1932#'when entire family reported to have 
v gone back to Russia . Records^JSD cT,” ~sl oux City, la• ref 1 ect ABRAM 
>gdVAL# father of subject, applied for passport 5/13/32. Sub¬ 
ject's parents both born in Russia. Subject, his father', ABRAM 
KOVAL, and uncle, HARR^SQpRSHTEL,' in the 1920-1930 period advocated 
return of Russians to the-Biro-Bid jan Region in Russia. No employ¬ 
ment known Sioux City, la. No record or information KOVAL family 
ever in Sioux City, la. after 1932# 


DETAILS: 
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I. BACKGROUND 




Birth Data 
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On March 7 9 1955# F I Office of 

the Clerk of the District court, wooaoury county. 3ioux City, Iow_, 


5 


checked the birth records covering the years 1908 through 1921 
for the reoord of anyone named KOVAL# KOWAL or KAVAL* No record 
>f the birth of subject GEORGE KOVAL was located. 

.< 11 * ^s:Zir.*v , 

i * I* oh ; -5 't i ^ 




-1 ——- ,s.j- 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

■ (.. ui m _« 

fmoncn 7n 

a MAR 28 1955 j 

W ' ' 

_ & _J 

lNQfXS5 - ?3 

s 

X ■: _ 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


^ IT 7T“ 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHAROB 


> , COPIES OP THIS REPORT 

(6/ - BUREAU (65-62911) (RM) 

2 - LOS ANGELES (RM) 

3 - NEW YORK (65-16756) (HI 
2 - WASHINGTON FIELD (RM) 

2 - OMAHA (65-609) 


Ns n£JROPERTY OF FBI—This report is loaned to you by the t^BI, and neither r 
\ outside of agency to which loaned. 


; contents are to be distributed 


8 b APR 5 ;S5.*>5*g/ 


a. aevmtnarr rrntmim ornce to—80837-8 





* I 


» « 

I 

OH 65-609 


[ 


(located in Book F, page 138 of births* the oeerrl 
or me oirm of LOUIIT'KAVALV born January 22, 1912, Sioux Oir.v, 
Iowa. His father was listed as ABE^XAVAL, 1214-lOth Street * 
race white, age 30, place of birth RUSSIA, occupation car-poncc-i>. 

His mother was listed as ETHESs^JHENISKE, race white, age 28, place 
of birth Russia, Mrs, KELLER rioted that this was a handwritten 
record and that frequently it is difficult to state with definite 
certainty whether a letter is an M 0” or an ’’A”, however, this 
name appears to be KAVAL. ^ V 

I produced Petition for Naturalization No. 853, dated 
May 8, 1915, which is a petition for ABRAM BERKO KOVAL, 103 Vir¬ 
ginia Street, Sioux City, Iowa. On this Petition for Naturaliza¬ 
tion are listed the wife and children of ABRAM BERKO KOVAL, among 
which is the son, GEORGE KOVAL, date of birth listed as Decemb er 2> 
1914 at Sioux City, Iowa. ~ -- - 


I I Central High School, Sioux City, Iowa, 

on March 7>‘1955 produced the record for GEORGE KOVAL, which indi¬ 
cated ho had been born December 25, 1914# place of birth not listeb’7C 


On March 7# 1955, T [ Registrar's Of¬ 

fice, SiouX City Board of Education, Sioux city, Iowa, produced a 
Mastor'Card for GEORGE KOVAL, which indicated he was born Decem¬ 
ber 25, 1913 at Sio ux City, Iowa. 

On March 9, 1955i f _ I 

Woodbury County, Probation Office, Sioux"City, Iowa, produced 
their record on the KOVAL family. Which disclosed the birth of 
GEORGE KOVAL as S eptember 2 5, 1914. 


Citizenship 

On March 7, 1955, 1 I montioned above, pro¬ 

duced a Declaration of Intention for the naturalization of ABRAM 
KOVAL. The Declaration of Intention is da.tod January 24, 1913# 
filed in tho Woodbury County District Court. The information 
contained thereon"reflects ABRAHAjjfr'icOVAL, born in Russia, had 
entorod the United State's on April 28, 1910. Inasmuch as the 
naturalization papers indicate the subject’s father entored this 
country in 1910, and'inasmuch as the above school records and 
naturalization records indicate the subject’s birth in Sioux City, 
Iowa, in 1913 or 1914# the subject is an American citizen. 
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Education 

| I montioned above, on March 7> 195£ pr cduco.' tho 

record for GEORGE KOVAL at Central High School. This record dis¬ 
closes "tho subject entered Central High School on January i|* 1927 ai 
was graduated on Juno 13, 1929*~ Ho ranked 22nd in a class of 
21£> graduates* His average grades wore 92.71 per cent. He had 
been givoft two intelligence quotient"tests, tho first one rated 
at 113 and the”second at 131, According to the sbhool record, 
he had received his jailor high sch ool work at Wo odrow"Wilson 
Junior High School in Sioux City. 1 I stated the sub¬ 

ject’s credits had been transferred to the City College of Hew b7C 
York-on August 5, 19^6 . 

Identification Record 

| | of the Lewis System, a private invoati- 

gafcive a goncy with excellent records, 701 Nebraska Street, Sioux 
City, Iowa, on March 9, 19$$ checked their records and located 
a newspaper clipping on subject GEORGE KOVAL. "This newspaper clip¬ 
ping, from the"Sioux City Journal and Tribune dated September 1}, 

1931 $ is quoted verbatim below: 

“A Sioux City law student, George Koval, 619 Virginia Street, 
was booked for investigation, at the county jail Friday, sus¬ 
pected of inciting a ’raid 1 on the office of Charles Lebeck, 
county overseer of the poor, 

“Backed by 50 men who twice 3tormed the overseer’s office late 
Thursday afternoon, Koval told Sheriff Davenport he would 
’consider’"withdrawing his forces from the office, after the 
sheriff had told him to stay away, 

“Koval identified himself as ’legal" counsel’ for the Unemployed 
Council, a communist group with headquarters at £10 Fifth Street, 

"The group entered Overseer Lebeck’s office and demanded room 
and lodging for two middleaged women who, Koval said, had been 
ousted from a local hotel and had no place to go. 

“Lebock said ho would take care"of the two destitute women but 
saw"no reason why the men should bo there to enforce the de¬ 
mands. Ho then invited the group to leave his office, assuring 
them'he would provide quarters for the women. Koval said they 
would return. 
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"When they departed* the overseer called the hotel, ho 2 air\. 
and found the women had"not"been turned out* About an hour 
later the'group returned and Overseer Lcbeck called Sheriff 
Davenport. < 

"Asido from the demands of the two women^ no requests were mode 
for food or lodging the overseer reported. He said Koval and 
hia followers were simply trying to f make trouble 1 . 

"Koval has been studying law in a Middle West university. Ho 
formerly attended Central High Sohool7 1r 

Attached to this same card on the subject was a second newspaper 
clipping^ taken from tho Sioux~City Journal and Tribune of Sep¬ 
tember o, 19 31t which is quoted verbatim below: 

"FREED YOUTH TELLS STORY 

Asserts He Threatened Ho Ono in Office of Poor Overseor 

"Another side of the story about tho delegation of persons who 
went to the office of Charles Lebobk, county"overseer of the 
poor Thursday afternoon to seek aid for two destitute women, 
was related by George Koval, 19 years old, upon his roleaso 
from the county jail. 

"Koval Was arrested by Sheriff John Davenport Thursday aftor- 
noon and accused of threatening violence in the office of the 
oversoer. He was released Friday evening. Itoval*s account of 
the incidont follows: 

"*Tho" committee of 50 fllod into Lobock*s Offico and demanded" 
immediate aid fbr two destitute women whom Lebock had refusod 
to help on Tuesday, sending them to the police station for 
temporary relief only, when they neodod support until thoy 
could get work, 

W| It was"not until confronted by a mass delegation from the un¬ 
employed council that Mr. Lebock gave any promises of help. He 
did not ask for time to investigate these women, 

DENIES THREATS 

u *Mr" Lebock insisted"that Mrs, Fairman was not a resident of 
Woodbury County and did not consent to look further into the 
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matter'although later investigation by the committee gavd ever; 
indication that Mrs, Fairman was a citizen of this county, 

n( &hon Lebeck said that it would take some time for him to md.kc 
arrangements for caring for the women, as spokesman, I asked Lf 
there would be any objection to waiting and the overseer did 
not refuse that request. However, St the further suggestion 
by fche~coramittee that they leave and latef> return he readily 
assured, them that this would, be all right, Ho one ‘became 
abusive* or' uttered *threats of violence* on leaving or at any 
other time during the interview, 

u *Upon its return, the committee was met by Sheriff Davenport 
and several"deputies who drove the crowd from the courthouse 
and escorted me to Davenporf’s office, where the sheriff of¬ 
fered to let me go if I would promise to stay away from the" 
courthouse, which I refused" to do, I was then locked up and 
the hoxt morning was taken downstairs and Davenport again of¬ 
fered tb roleasome if I would promise to get out of the un¬ 
employed council, I again refused,*** 

Deputy Sheriff JOHN ZECHMAN, Identification Office, Woodbury 
County Sheriff's Office, Sioux City, Iowa, on March 9, 1955 pro¬ 
duced the arrost"card for subject GEORGE KOVAL, This indicator? 
the subject^ address as 617 Virginia Street", sex male, race white, 
age 17 (In 1931)* height 6*, weight 175 pounds , brown hair, brown 
eyos, m^Tum "complexion, marital status single, occupation un-~ 
employed, nativity Sioux City, Iowa, criminal charge investigation, 
date of"arrest September 3j 1931, committed by Sheriff DAVENPORT," 
reloaded Soptember 4* 1931, An examination of this card disclosed 
no additional information, Doputy Sheriff ZECHMAN stated KOVAL 
was not fingerprinted at that time and former Sheriff DAVENPORT 
has since died. 


I I Woodbury County Sheriff’s Of- b7C 

fice'; advised he was in the Sheriff's Office in 1931»~however, he 
could hot recall the subject or any-of the facts incident to his 
arrest. 

On March lL), 195^J~ I Record Room, 

Sioux City, I 0 M 7 Police Department, advised they had no record 
of anyone named KOVAL in their card index system, which was started 
in 1940, 


„ 5 — 




CM 65-609 


l siou% City, Iowa, Police 
Deportment, on March 9# 1955 advised ho had been on the police 
force in 1931 and recalled softie trouble at the Overseer of the 
Poor*s office, howevor, he did not know the subject or recall an; 
of the details in connection with the subjbct“*s arrest* He stated 
ho bolievod the entire matter had been handled by the Sheriff*s 
Office. 


I 'Department of Social Welfare, Wood- 
bury County, Sioux City, Iowa, advised on March" 9; 1955 that Mr. 
CHARLE S LEBSCK. form er Oversoer of the Poor, had. died, in July, 
1954* I I stated they have no record in their files of 

GEORGE KOVAL or anyone named KOVAL. 


Employment 


Records of the Manhattan Engineering District, Security Pile, dis- 
* closed that from 1933 to 1936 the subject listed employment at 
the Square Deal Company, 928-ijth Street, Sioux City, Iowa. 


Building Barber Shop, Sioux City, Iowa, on March 10, 1935 advised 
GEORGE KOVAL was a nephew of HARRY GURSHTEL, former proprietor' b 
of the Square Deal Clothing Co mpany,"located at 928 - 4 th Street, 
Sioux City; Iowa. | I advised he was acquainted" with the 

subject and other members of the KOVAL family and he did not know 
of the subject ever working at the Square Deal Clothing Corrpany 


and was positive the subject did not work there during the period 
1933-1936; 


I _ I home 

address I I Sioux City. Iowa, on March 10. 1953 ad¬ 

vised he is acquainted with the KOVAL family, howevor, he could, 
not specifically identify the subject GEORGE KOVAL from among the 
other KOVAL children. Mr. KAPLAN stated the Square Deal"Clothing 
Company is located two d.oorS from the Boston Cleaners and until 
about 194® Had been operated by HARRY GURSHTEL, an uncle of sub¬ 
ject KOVAL. Mr. KAPLAN stated ho could not recall the subject' 
ever working at the Square Deal Clothing Company and he definitely 
knew the subject could not have been employed at this store during 
the 1933-193o period. 
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March 8, 1955 advise? subject KOVAL was a nephew of HARRY GURSIUTJ., 
who formerly operated the Sonarn Deal Clothing Company, 928-4th 
Street, Sioux City, Iowa. I l informed he had never known 

subject KOVAL to work at the Square Deal Clothing"Store and while 
it Was possible ho could have done so while attending high school, 
he definitely knew the subject was not employed, there during the 
1933-1936 period. 

ConfidontiSl Informant ! 1 of known reliability, on 

March 8 and March 10, 1955, advised he Is acquainted with the 
KOVAL family and knew the subject to be a nephew of HARRY GURSHTEL, 
who formerly operate d the Square "Deal Clothing Company, 928-4th 
Street, Sioux City. I I stated the subject could have worked, part- 
time at this store while attending high school, however, he knew K9 
definitely the subject was not employed at the Square Deal Clothin,., 
Company during the period 1933-1936. 

On Juno 18, 1948#“Confidential Informant ! I of known re¬ 

liability, advised, that HARRY GUHSHTEL had. strong tendencies toward 
Communism, 

On March 8.~195l. l I was again contacted, and stated he felt 

GURSHTEL had been a Communist, particularly due to his interest in 
Icori as in'his opinion, anyone interested in returning to Russia 
as advocated by Icor must be a Communist. 

In February,"1941# Confidential Informant I I of known re- : ’ ’ 

liability, advised HARRY GTJRSHTEL, 928-4th Street, proprietor of 
Harry*3 Square Deal Clothing Store at that address, was a Com¬ 
munist, 

On June 21, 19U0» |~‘ ... I sioux City, 

Iowa, informed SA 1 I that the individual who operated 

a clothing establishment at 928-4th Street was disseminating Com¬ 
munist literature. The 1940 Sioux City City Directory listed 
HARRY GTJRSHTEL as the proprietor of the clothing store at 928-4th 
Street, 

- * * ✓ 

On Deceraber 16, 1940* l~ I formerly o f the Sioux City 

Sewer Department, advised Si J I that HARRY GTJRBHTELi 

proprietor of Ilarry^ Square Deal Clothing Company, 928-4th Street, 
was a Communist. 

In November, 1941. f 1 Jewish Com- 

munity Center, Sioux City, Iowa, informed SAI | 
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that Icor wag an organization which had allegedly been former! fri¬ 
th q purpose of aiding and assisting Jewish colonization of the I-.i.-o 
Bidjan Regicft of Russia* but had not been in active"operation in 
Sioux City, Iowa for the past five years, She' a hate^ she ^la not 
have a complete list of the membership of Icor, I I stat-v 

several members of the"Jewish Community Conter had. been strongly 
opposed to the Icor and had refused to permit the use of tne Jowiah 
Community Center as a meeting place for this group. 


I nroducod a letter from the Icor Committee to the 
Jewish Community Center, written in connection with the refusal 
to permit the Ioor to meet at the Jewish Community Center, One 
of the three signers of this letter was HARRY GURSHTEL, 


The report of the Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American ' 
Activities, report 1938* pages 228, 229 and 568 relative to Icor, 
read as follows i 


’’Icor, with headquarters in Hew York City *has as its purpose 
the colonization and support of 3iro-Bidjan», one of the Soviet 
Socialist Republics within Soviet Russia, It has Communist 
support and *in turn supports thS Communist Party 1 , It is 
listed in the Cash-Receipt record of the Communist Party of 
Boston for 1937•” 


Residences 

An examination of the Sioux City, Iowa, City Directories from 1929 
through 1955* indicates the listing of "ABR.'KOVAL, 619 Virginia" 
in the 1929, 1930, 1931 and 1932 Directories, 

On~March 9* l°35* r~ I Woodbury County 

Auditor's Office, Sioux City, lowa, advised that bi.9 Virginia ' 
Street is described"In the'official fecords"as Lot 5* Block 4®* ' 
Middle S f ioux City Addition, and that* according to their records, 
A^KOVAlI acquired this property on December 30"^ 1922 by warranty 
deed from GURI HELENE JORGENSON, Et All This deed was filed on 
March 7* 1923« Mrs-- HEITRITTER advised the records reflect that 
A, KOVAL and ETH&EOIOVAL" t r a nsf e r r oa this pr op or ty to GO LDIE 
.G.URSHT EL by Warranty deed dated May 27* 1932, however. she pointed 
out this deed was not filed unti l_September 29* 1936, 

I Office of the Woodbury County 

Kecordor, Sioux City, Iowa, on March 9, 1955 advised the warranty 
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deed giving A,'KOVAL title to'this property is filed in Deed 
Rocord. Lots No, 167, page 487* and is Docket No* 43-39, 

I l advisod that by warranty "dee cl of May 27, 1932/ A. 

KOVAL and wife, ETHEL, transferred their ownership"in this'pro¬ 
perty to GOLDIE GURSHTEL for #1*00 and other consideration, with 
the stipulation that GOLDIE GURSHTEL was to assume the mortgage 
of record on'this property”. This is recorded in Deed Record 
Lots No, 222, page 135, and is Docket Ho, 21424, 

I I pointod out that although this warranty deed is dated 

May 27, 1932, it was not filod until 3-00 P,M,, September 29, 
i936, _ . 

S Istated that Docket Ho, 8097, recordod in Doed Record 

Lotsm'io. 252, page 372, indicates GOLDIE GURSHTEL and husband, 
HARRYHjURSHTEL, gave the warranty deed covering this property to 
IDA L,"SEFF, which Warranty doed Is dated May 13, 1943, This war¬ 
ranty deed was filed in tho Rocordor*s Office on May 13, 1943* 

I | on March 10, 1955, produced records pertaining to 

the"mortgage given by A, KOVAL, which is recorded in Mortgage Re- _ 
cords Lots Ho, 367, page 419, "This mortgage was made on Sep- 'b7C 
tembor 19, 1931 by A. KOVAL and wife, ETHEL KOVAL, to J. W.'GRAY, ' 
in the amount of |3,000, six per cent interest to October l‘i"193o. 
The nortgago"Was given to J. W, GRAY on Lot 5, Block 4§* Middle 
Sioux City Addition, This mortgage was filed Scptombor 21, 1931* 


jladvisod this mortgage was assignod'by J, W, GRAY on 
September 21, 1931'to ALLISON MORE KIECKHEFER, as reflected in 
Book 391, page 133, 

I l advisod that Book 421, page 430, records an agreement 

for extension of this mortgage between GOLDIE "GURSHTEL and hof 
husband, HARRY, to ALLISON MORE KIECKHEFER,datod September 28, 193^ 
In the agreement for extension is the statement that the GURSHTELs 
Gre the present owners " of the mortgage"property and there was stil3 
due on the note $2,800, This was filod October 7, 1938, 

I Ip roducod Book 4^3, page 39, which indicates that on 

September 5, 1939, ALLISON MORE'KIECKHEFER sold this mortgage to 
SARAili^BSGUN o^Sioux City, Iowa, for ^2,050. 

I I nroduced Satisfaction Record Lots No* 4&3» and on page 

246 thereof is recorded the satisfaction of the mortgage original!* 
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given by A. KOVAL. This Satisfaction was 
J.| ;00 P.M. and recites that SARAH BEGUN of 


filed May 13, 1943 at 
Los AnfjtAee - Cal5 iornj -„ 


acknowledges that mortgage dated September 19, 1931, made and e.^- 
cuted by A. KOVAL and ETHEL KOVAL to J. W. GRAY, assigned to ALL^Jr 
MORE KIECKHEFER, is redeemed, paid off, satisfied and discharged j.n 
full, dated this 10th day of May, 1943, signed SARAH BEGUN. Notary 
Public 0. L. MONTGOMERY, Eureka/ Los Angeles County, California. 


It is to be noted from the above that the KOVAL family did not have 
title to this property subsequent to May 2?, 1932. It is noted that 
the Security Pile of the Manhattan Engineering District discloses 
in 1936 the subject was residing at 619 Virginia Street, Sioux City, 
Iowa. 

| |Registrar’s Office, Sioux City Board 

of Education, Sioux City, Iowa, on March 7. 1955 advised their re¬ 
cords indicated GEORGE KOVAL resided at 6l9f Virginia Street from 
the time ho entered Armstrong Grade School in September, 1918 until 
ho graduated from high school on June 13, 1929. There were no other 
addressos shown on his card. 

| | mentioned above, on March 10, 1955 advised the KOVAL 

family had left Sioux City, Iowa, in about 1932 and none of the 
family had ever returned to Sioux City since that time. 

I I mentioned above, on March 10, 1955 stated the KOVALb 

family had left Sioux City in 1932 or 1933 arid none of the KOVAL 
family had ever returned to Sioux City, Iowa. 

| Ian attor ney. 830 Francis Building, Sioux City, 

Iowa, residence!fSioux City, on March_9, 1955 advised 
the KOVAL family naa iezt oioux City, Iowa in 1932 and 1933 and 
neither the subject, nor any other member of tho KOVAL family, had 
ever returned to Sioux City, Iowa. 


Miscellaneous 


Relatives of GEORC-E KOVAL 

~| mentioned above, on March 7, 1955 produced 
the naturalization records for ABRAM BERKO KOVAL, on file in the 
office of the Clerk of District Court, Woodbury County, Sioux City, 
Iowa. This is recorded in Book 5, page 153. 

Declaration of Intention No. 844 > dated January 24, 1913, Woodbury 
County District Court, indicates ABRAHAM KOVAL, age 30, a laborer, 
race white, height 5*9 U , weight 170 pounds, dark brown hair, gray 
eyes, medium complexion, born January 3> 1883 in Pinsk, Russia, 
was at the time of this Declaration residing at 1209-lOth Street, 
Sioux City, Iowa, The record indicated he immigrated to tho United 
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States of America from Bremen, Germany on the vessel Hanovor. 

His last foreign address was Telichan. Russia. Ho denounced 
allegiance to Nicholas, II, Emperor of the Russians. He arrived 
at the port of Galveston, Texas, April 29, 1910. This Declara¬ 
tion was filed May 8, 1919 in Woodbury County, Iowa, 

The Certificate of Arrival for Naturalization purposes pertaining 
to KOVAL boro Serial'No. 1103 D~844> from the office of Inspector 
in Charge', Galveston, Texas, March 20, 1919. ’ Name of the'alien ' 

Was listod as KOWAL, ABRAM BERKS, port of entry Galveston, Texas, 
date of arrival April 28, 1910/"vessel Hanover, filed in Wood¬ 
bury County District Court on May 8, 1919. 

The Petition .for Naturalization for KOVAL Is No,'853 and was filed 
in Woodbury County District Court on'May 8, 1919. The name of'the 
petitioner was ABRAM *BERKO S 3£OVAL , address 1013 Virginia Street, 
occupation carpontsr, born January 3$ 1883 j Pinsk, Russia, immi¬ 
grated from Bremen, Germany April 10, 1910, arrival Galveston, 

Texas on April 2^, 1910, vessol Hanover, Declaration of Intention 
JonuarSr'24, 19137 Woodbury County,"SIoux City, Iowa, marital status 
married, wife ETHEL, wifo*s birth date August 16, 1890, Tolichany, 

Pinsk> Russ ia- Throe chi ldren are listed in this petition, ISAIAH 

N K0VAL, born I I at 1013 Virginia Street, Sioux City> Iowa; 

GEORGE KOVAL, born December 29. IQlli at 101^ Virg inia Street, Sioux 
City, Iowa; GABRIEOKOVAL, born I l at 1013 Virginia 

Street, Sioux City, Iowa^ In this petition ABRAM KOVAL stated ho 
had resided in the United'States since April 29, 1910 and had re¬ 
sided in Iowa since May 5» 1910. The signature on this petition 
is ABRAM BERKO KOVAL. 

Under the section'for affidavits'of petitioner and witnesses are 
the two witnesses, iSIDOlt'^ER’LIN, occupation qalosman, address 
1001 Iowa Street, Sioux ^ity, Iowa, and ABRAILaH^TILHIAN, occupa¬ 
tion jeweler, 718 Iowa Street, Sioux City, Iowa.^Soth affirmed 
they had known ABRAM KOVAL since February 1, 1912. 

The Oath of Allegiance was signed September 18, 1919 and the sig¬ 
nature under this oath is ABRA HAM KOVAL, The Order of Court ad¬ 
mitting KOVAL to citizenship is dated September 8, 1919 and lists 
his name as ABRAM BERKO KOVAL. Kd was admitted to citizenship by 
District Court Judge JNO ANDERSON,'Certificate of Naturalization 
No, 1247809 was issued September 4, 1919. 

I I mentioned above, on March 7> 1955 produced. b7C 

Birth Record Book F, page 138, which records the birth of one 
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LOUIS KAVAL in Sioux City, Iowa on January 22, 1912, the son'of 
ABE KAVAL, 1214-lOth Street, mother listed as ETHEL SHENISKE, booh, 
parents born in Hus si a. 

On March 8, 1955. 1~ I checked the death records 

of"Woodbury County^ Iowa for the period 1912-191 5 and, advised they 
had no* death" record for" a LOUIS KAVAL or KOVAL. I I also 

checked" the death Records for the""poriod 1930-June, 1935 and did" 
not find any record of anyone named KAVAL or KOVAL as having died 
in Sioux City, Woodbury County, Iowa. 

On March 7, 1955*1 [Registrar ^ Of¬ 

fice, Sioux City Board or Education, produced the permanent scho¬ 
lastic record of ISAIAH KOVAL. Ho was listed as having been born 

I I in Sioux City, Iowa, His father was listed as 

ABRAHAM KOVAL, born Russia, occupation carpenter. Birth placo 
of hiB"mothor was listed as Russia, however, her name was not 
listed - ; He entered the Armstrong Grade School'in September, 1917, 
hiB address whs listed as 6l9|- Virginia Street, which was the only 
addfess listed on this card,which continued until ISAIAH KOVAL 
graduated from Central High School on January 24, 1930. 

I ~| Central High School, Sioux City, 

Iowa,~on March 7, 1955"prod uced their card on ISAIAH KOVALi which 
listed his date of birth as I | He entorad Central’ 

High School in Januarj'", 192/ and graduated on January 24, 1930. 

I I mentioned above, on March 7* 1955 produced 

a permanent chrd retained by the Sioux City Board of Education on 

-fiAESIEL -K-fflfAT.. mhi.q card reflected GABRIEL KOVAL was born 

] at Sioux City, Iowa. His father*s name was not 
listed, nowever, the* name ETHEL'KOVAL was listed. - Place of birth 
of parent was listod as Russia, occupation of"paront carpenter^ 
birth place of mother listed as Russia. According to this card, 
GABRIEL KOVAL entered Armstrong Grade School in January, 1924 as 
a kindergarten student. He entered Woodrow Wilson JuMor High 
School in January, 1930 and, according to their records, he was 
in school until “the semester ended, in June, 1932]* at which time 
ho had completed the first half of the ninth grade. I 1 

stated there is nothing in their files reflecting GABRIEL KOVAL 
ever re-entered the Sioux City Public Schools, nor was there any 
notation that his credits or record had been" transmitted to any 
other school. The address listed on the card of GABRIEL KOVAL was 
619s Virginia Street, and also 617 - 3 - Virginia Street. 
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1 'Woodrow Wilsofi Junior High"School, 
Sioux C5.ty,'Iowa, on March 7* 1955 producer 1 their record on GABRI£'.• 
KOVAL and"it was noted that the information container! on this re-- 
corr 1 is identical to that contained 5n the per manent recor d car? 
on file at the Sioux City Board of Education. I I stated 

thero"is nothing on this card indicating GABRIEL KOVAL ever re¬ 
turned to Woodrow Wilson Junior High School, nor that information 
as to his credits had boon sent to any othor school. 


On March 8, 1955, |~ I Registrar ! s Office, 

Sioux City Board or Education, advisocl sho had made a thorough 
check"for a record of LOUISN^OVAL or LOUIS KAVAL, and had been un¬ 
able to locate any record for anyone by that namo. 


On March 10, 1955 j I~ I mentioned above, stated the 

KOVAL family had consIsted"or the father, ABE KOVAL, his wife and ‘ 
throb boys. He stated ho did not know of anyone named LOUIS KOVAL, 
nor did he know of" the. death of a KOVAL child,'hoWover , he stated 
that if a child had been born in 1912■and had'died shortly there¬ 
after, he would not have necessarily known it, 

I advisod ABRAM KOVAL, father of the subject, had three 
sisters formerly living in Sioux'City, Iowa, One was GOLDIE 
GURSHTEL, wife of HARRY GURSHTEL, who' formerly operated the Square 
Deal Clothing Store at 928-lj.th Stroot, Sioux City, now rosidin g in 
Lo s Angoles, California , 


I I stated another sister of ABRAM KOVAL was Mrs_,_ SARAH 

BE GIRT, ‘widow of MORRJSs^EGUH, who now resides in Los ^ngeTes, ’Cali¬ 
fornia, ^ 

He"also stated the third sister of ABRAM KOVAL is Mrs, PEARIe^E& LVER, 
widow of PAUt>SILVER, who formerly operated a grocery store onTTesT 
7th Street in Sioux City, Iowa, 

I ~~l mentioned above, on March 10, 1955"advised the 

KOVAL family consisted of ABRAM KOVAL, his wife and two or three 
boys. He statod he could not roc^Ll the names of the KOVAL children, 
hoWever, he did not know anyone' named! LOUIS KOVAL or KAVAL and ho' 
ha^ no t renown of the death of any of- the'KOVAL children, Howovor, 
he stated if a'chil'- - ’ of" ABRAM KOVAL had died in'its infancy in 1912 
or thereabouts, ho Would not have known it, Mr,'KAPLAN stated the 
subjoct^ father hadthreo sisters in Sioux City, Iowa, namely 
Mrs, GOLDIE GURSHTEL, wife of HARRY GURSHTEL, operator of the 
Squaro Deal Clothing Store, presently residing in Los Angeles; 
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Mrs. PEARL SILVER, widow of PAUL SILVER, who formerly operator 1 " 
a grocery store on Vest 7th Street, Sioux'City, presently r e sidi ng 
Los Angelos^, California; Mrs. SARAH BEGUN, widow of.MORRIS' BEGUN, 
who is p*rosdhtlyXe s i dTng in Los ^-ngelos. 


On March 10, 1995. 1 I mentioned ahovo, produced, 

the naturalization record for GEi'fCHIi'JSQURSHTEL, which is recorded 
in Volume 7 on page 11. An oxamihationXT the Declaration of In¬ 
tention reflected same to bear 'No, 2086, dated. Woodbury County 
District Court,'March'11, 1919, filed Woodbury County District 
Court, April 27, 1921. This reflects the petition of GERCHIN 
GUESHTEL, ago 33* ‘ occupation storekeeper 5 raco white, complexion 
fair,'height 5 f 9 , weight 150 pounds, rod hair, gray eyes, born” 

X. Ma y 1. 1885 at -Telechany» Russia, Prese n^y residence was list'od 
as | I Sioux City, Iowa. "GURSHTEL immigrated 

to the”Unitod States from Rotterdam, Holland on the vessel How 
Amsterdam. His last foreign residence was listed as Telechany ' 
Russia, marital status married, wife^s name GOLDIE, born Russia, 
prosent residence Sioux City, Iowa, date of arrival at Port of 
Hew York, September 25, 1910, X 

Certificate of Arrival for naturalization purposes, attached to 
the Declaration of Intention, issued by the U, Si Department of 
Labor, dated Ellis'Island April 12, 1921, lists the name of alion 
as GERSHOiKGUSHTEL ; Port'of Entry Hew YorkjJ New York, date of ar¬ 
rival Septdmber 26, 1910, vessel Hieuw Amsterdam. This certificate 
was filed in the Woodbury County District Court on April 27, 1921. 


b 7 


p 
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The Petition for Naturalisation was filed in Woodbury County Dis¬ 
trict Court, Sioux City, Iowa, Ho. 1211, on' April 27. 1921.• Peti- 
tioner ! s name is listed as GERCHIN' GURSHTEL, f ~ | Sioox 

City, Iowa, occupation storekeeper, borh May I, lbb5 at Telechan , 
Russia, wife GOLDIE, born March'6, 1897* Tolechah ,Russia. Ho chil- 
dren are listod on'the petition* GURSHTElL stated he was in'America 
sineo Soptomber 26, 1910 and in Iowa since Octobor 20, 1911# 

The affidavit of petitioner hnd witnesses was dated Ap ril 27 , 1.921" 

and the'witnesses Wore listo d as|_| Hpiping H and 

Mission, 920-4th Streot, and I I 

both of whom stated they had known GURSHTEL since April 1, 191o. 

Tho Oath of Allegiance was signed. January 5* 1922, the signature 
thoreon is HARRY GURSHTEL, undePnoafch is the signature GERCHIN 
GURSHTEL. The Order of Court admitting petitioner to citizenship 
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i3 dated January 5, 1922 ant’, pcrraission was granted to change the 
name from GSRCHIN GURSHTEL to HARRY GURSHTEL! A notation on the 
Petition under Memo of Continuances reflected that this matter 
was continued from September 7, 1921 to January* 1922, reason 
given 51 to get war record.’ 1 

Certificate of'Naturalization No, 1247898 was issued to GURSHTEL 
on February 10, 1922, 

On Mcrch~l4, 1955. 1~ [ referred bo above, pro¬ 

duced Index Boole 5, Marriages, page 148, which indicates an appli¬ 
cation mar’e s on January 27, 1922 for" the'marriage of Miss PEARL 
KOVAL to SAM'SjERTZ, Marriage Record. No.43, page 582, records the 
marriage of SnM GERTZ, age 30, 1418 Omaha, Sioux City, Iowa, to 
Miss PEARL KOVAL, 1100 Jennings, age 25, nf mUhrrs 

signed.-by HARRY GURSHTEL, dated January 27, 1922, I I 

advised the application for the license was made by HARRY GURSHTEL 
and thi s couple was nihrried on" January 29, 1922 by Rabbi "J. K0P- 
STEIN, I I advised a divorce Was granted to Mrs, PEARL' 

GERTZ on April 7, 1925, Which is“recordor'' on Book 104', page 167 , 
and is Equity Case 50835. According to the petition, there was ' 
one minor child, GRA&&J3EETZ, 2 years of age, born to thf s _ uni on, 
custody being given to Mb's, PEAPJ>sGERTZ. * 

I produced Index to Marriage He, 6^ page 201, which indi¬ 
cates the application of Mrs. PEARL GERTZ and PAUL SILVER, filed 
February 13» 1930, Marriage record'57,~page'428, reflects PAUL 
SILVER, age 35, of 1701 Ross Street, Snd Mrs. PEARL GERTZ, age 30, 
of 2028 Johos Street, had been married February 13. 193Q-at Sioux 
City, Iowa, No clergyman was listed. I I stated the affi¬ 

davit as to acquaintanceship of the’application for marriage certi¬ 
ficate was signed by HARRY GURSHTEL, age 39. She further pointed 
out the application for marriage license was made by HARRY GURSHTEL 
She also stated that in the place where the clergyman is to"certify 
as to~the marriage, the name HARRY GURSHTEL is also inserted. She 
stated it was common practice 25 years ago for Jewish Rabbis not 
to“fila marriage licenses, consequently, it appeared HARRY GURSHTEL 
had been permitted to fill out this information by the Clerk of 
the District Court. She advised that'this Certificate of Marriage 
had not been filed until May 12, 1939, 

An examination of the Register of Marriage Returns, Book M, page 
254# furnished background information as to PEARL GERTZ. Her 
maidon name was listed as KOVAL, age 30 next birthday, race whito. 
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second'marriage, address 2028 Jones, place of birth, Telechan, 
Poland, father IZAAK KOVAL, mother GRACE WIEDEMANN; Information 
on this marriage return reflected PAUL SILVER*s address to be 
1701 Ross Street, age 35 next birthday, first-marriage, occupation 
clerk, Davidson^ Brothers Company, place of birth Liban, Latvia, 
father ABRAHAM SILVER, mother SARAH YODELSOH. 

On May 3, 19 Mr. WTT.FflBT) s. TOTQ flfl, 1503 Rock, Sioux City, 

Iowa, advised SA| | one SILVER,'who operates a 

grocery store on 1 W8ST T'CIT StPUSt In Sioux City, was either a Com¬ 
munist or a fellow traveller. Mr. TRIGGS is now deceased. 

On June 18, X9i+ 8, Confidential Informant | stated PAUL 

SILVER and HARRY GURSHTEL had married sisters, and that"PAUL 

SILVER gave up his Jewish religion, As did GURSHTEL, and SILVER 

had. the same strong tendencies towards Communism as GURSHTEL. 

* + 

On November 20, 1951, JOHN W.~ZECHMAN, Deputy Sheriff’in charge 
of Identification Bureau^ Wo odbury County . Sioux City, Iowa, 

Sheriff *s 'Office, advised SA I I that PAUL SILVER, Sheriff »s 

Office No. 2601, occupation clerk, age 40* Born Latvia, residence 
619 Virginia Street, Sioux City, Iowa, was among a group of in¬ 
dividuals arfested by the Woodbury County Sheriff*s Office on" 
September 27, 1933 for"the bffense of advocating criminal syndi¬ 
calism. Mr. ZECHMAN advised he was in the Sheriffs Office and 
had taken part in a raid on a homo located at 522 Wall Street, 

Sioux City, Iowa, at which time PAUL"SILVER and others were holding 
a Communist Party meeting." He stated that a vast amount of Com¬ 
munist Party'litorature and pamphlets were seized on the occasion 
of this raid, however, they were subsequently destroyed and"he was 
unable to describe the articles seized. Mr. ZECHMAN"advised"the 
charges against SILVER and the others arrested were dismissed on 
October lo, 1935. 

On June l8i 19^8^ SA I I checked the records of the 

Sioux City, loWa, Credit Bureau relative to PAUL SILVER, which 
files reflected PAUL SILVER had died at the age of 44 in May, 

1944, that'ho had. operated a grocery store at 8C0 West 7th Street, 
Sioux City,'and had lived at 6l3-2nd Street, Sioux City. Ho' 
married Mrs. HLIRL GERTZ in 1930* This couple hud twin sons, 

EUGENE and Ef^NmVER, born about 1932. 

On June 18, 1948," Confidential Informant I I of known re-" 

liability, advised Mrs. PEARL SILVER was moving to California and 
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had" already shipped her furniture, that one of her sons had al¬ 
ready gone”and she expected to leave Sioux City on June 25, 1948, 
Her new address was to be 1209 Orange Grove Avenue, Los Angeles, 
California, 

The address of ABRAM KOVAL, father of subject KOVAL, is listed in 
the 1929 through 1932 City Directories as"6l9 Virginia Street, 

The address of Subject KOVAL, as reflected- in the records of the 
Sioux City'Board of Education, furnished by | | 

on March 7* 1955, reflects the subjects address as 619# Virginia 
Street• 

j*' * 

The only othor KOVAL listed in the City .Directories from 1929-1954 
was tho'listing of PEARL KOVAL in Directory, Her resi¬ 

dence address was 2028 Jones Street*'; 

The address of HARRY GURSHTEL in the 1929 through 1933 City 
Directories was 2028 Jones Street, ' The listing for HARRY GURSHTEL 
from 1934-194-0 was 6l9 _ Virginia Street, the former residence of 
subject KOVAL. The address for GURSHTEL in the 1941-1947 City 
Directories was listed as 2130 Kcnnody Drive. There was no listing 
for GURSHTEL in the 1948-1954 Directories. 

The Sioux City City Directory for the year 1930 lists PEARL KOVAL 
at 2028 Jones Street; the 1931-1933 Directories lists PAUL SILVER, 
wife PEARL, at 2028 Jones Street, The 1934 City Directory lists 
PAUL and PEARL SILVER residing at 619 Virginia Street, The 1937 . 

Directory lists PEARL and PAUL SILVER at 617 Omaha,"Sioux City. 

The 1945 Directory listed" PEARL SILVER, widow, residing at 613 
Centor Street, The last directory containing a listing of’PEARL 
SILVER was in 1948, There was no 1949 Directory published. 

The 19^S*'City Directory carriod a listing of MORRIS BEGUN, wife 
SARAH"L,, residence Ill6-l4th Street, occupation of MORRIS BEGUN 
listed as Begun-Maisel Clothing, 3H-4th Street, The 1932" City 
Directory also listed ESTH3R\BEGUN, occupation student, and EDITH 
—BEGUN, occupation student, residence Ill6~l4th Street. 

The 1933 City Directory lists SARAH BEGUN, widow of MORRIS BEGUN, 
and also EDITH BEGUN, at Ill6-l4th Street.' The 1934 City Directory" 
listed SARAH BEGUN at 6l9|- Virginia Street, which in 1934 was listed 
as the residence of HARRY GURSHTEL. The 1938-1943 Directories 
listed SARAH BEGUN at 866-15th Street. This was the last listing 
of SARAH BEGUN in the Sioux City City Directories, 
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Acquaintances of subject 


On Marcia 7 and 8, 1955. T I ref err ed to above, ad¬ 

vised"!!© had attended Central High School with GEORGE KOVAL* He 
stated the subject’s father had been a carpenter, who was in 
rather poor financial circumstances. The subject had an uncle, 
HARRY GTTRSHTET ■ f who operated the Square Deal Clothing Store# Mr# 

I | stated the subject, his entire family and the HARRY GURSHTEL 

family did not mix with the Jewish people in' this community inas¬ 
much as they did not a ttend t he synagogue and did hot frequent 
Jewish social events, | | stated the subject had finished, high 

school, had gone to the University and*in about'1932 or 1933 the 
subject and*the entire KOVAL family had returned to Russia, Mr, 

I I stated he definitely recalled, while he and the subject were 

attending high school, subject KOVAL would frequently talk about 
Russia claiming that there was a Utopia in Russia as far as the 
Jews were concerned, that he ahd his family were eventually going 
back to' Russia, that they would get a quanti ty of land g iven to 
them and they would start a new way of life, I I stated. 

KOVAL was very emphatic"in his statements as to Russia, the ad¬ 
vantages over the United States as far as the poor person was con¬ 
cerned, and felt that th e subject was thoroughly imbuod with'a 
love for Russia, I I stated he is positive the subject and the 

entire family wont to RuBsia, as it was common talk among people 
in the KOVAL neighborhood. He was likewise positive that neither 
the subject, nor a nv member o f"his family, had ever returned to 
Sioux City, Iowa, r lidontifiod the photograph of the sub- 

ject tok en in^l9Uo_as a veryclose rosambiance to his recoilection 
of the sub jocT, ~ “ ‘ 


b' 


Confidential Informant I _ | oh March 8 and 10, 1955, advised 

he recalled the KOVAL family resided in Sioux City, Iowa over 
twenty years ago. He stated ABRAM'KOVAL, father of the subject, 
was the brother of GOLDIE GURSHTEL,whose ' husban d formerly OpafcSted 
Square De'al Clothing Store in Sioux City. T I stated" M. e KOV^L 
family did not mix with the Jewish community, they did not at¬ 
tend the synagogue, nor attend Jewish" social functions. He stated 
the subject’s father, ABRAM KOVAL, and subject’s uncle, HARRY 
GURSHTEL, had strongly advocated, return to Biro-Bidjan and, in 
his opinion, anyone who advocated the return to Biro-Bidjan in 
Russia was a Communist, I I stated the entire KOVAL family re¬ 
turned to Russia" in about 1932 or 1933 and no one in this family 
had ever roturnori to Sioux City, Iowa, since that time. 


- 18 - 


ty tr 





OM 65-609 


I 1 mentioned above, on March 9, 1955 advised 

ho had attended Central High School with subject KOVAL and know 
sub.iect'q uite well, however* he had never known the subjects 
parents# I I stated. aftor finishing high school tho sub¬ 

ject had gone to tho Univorsity of Iowa for the purpose of taking 

up engineering and he had told him tho reason he was taking'_ 

engineering was to prepare himself for a job in Russia, I 
stated he has a definite recollection while attending high school 
tho subject had praised Russia and what it was doing for the com¬ 
mon man and how har d it Was for tho common man In the United 
States# I I statod ho definitely recalled the subject"tel¬ 

ling him that ho and his family were going back to Russia and to 
tho best of his knowledge and belief, the subject and the entiro 
KOVAL family loft Sioux City, Iowa, in 1932 or 1933 and have never 
returned to Sioux City, Iow'a, nor has he over heard of this family 
ever returning to tho United States, 

I I upon viewing tho photograph of the subject, taken in 

1940, statod. it is a good likeness of his recollection of the 
sub ject, ' ‘ 

On March 10, 1955, |~ 1 mentioned above, stated ho had 

been'well" acquainted with tho subject and the ontifo KOVAL family# 
Ho'advisod the subject’s father was a carp on t or and th e subject 
had two brothers, oho old or and ono youngor", f 1 advised the 

subject had finished Central High School and gone to the Univer¬ 
sity of Iowa to take engineering. ’He statod"he did not recall tho 
subject over working in Sioux City, Iowa, and in about 1932 the 
subjoct and tho entire family roturned to Russia. 

I l advised the subject's father and subject’s uncle, HARRY 

GURSHTEL, had boon very active in a"committoe for the resettlement 
of the Jewish people in tho Biro-BIdjan Rogion in Russia! He ad¬ 
vised both the subject's father and" the subject’s uncle distri¬ 
buted pamphlets relative to Biro-Bidjan and did' considerable 
talking relative to the benefits of the Biro- Bid ian area and the 
benefits of returning to Russia. | I stated ho had not 

approved of the Biro-Bidjan program, consequently, he had not en¬ 
couraged either'tho subject’s fathor~or uncle in this matter, and 
therefore he did not have very much detail on this matter# 

I Istatod that after the KOVAL family returned to Russia, 

in 193^, no ono has ever seon the subjoct hr any other member of 
s family in Sioux City, Iowa. "Ho statod that in" conversations 
with HARRY GURSHTEL ho had learned that GURSHTEL had hoard from the 
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KOVAL family and that they had advised GTJRSHTEL the boys had boon 
sont to school by the government, and to the best of his Icnowledgo 
and bcliof, it was an engineering school in Moscow, 


I I stated his recollection was that immediately after the 

KOVAL family had" returned to Russia, GURSHTEL spoke quite highly 
of the KOVALs and their situation in Russia', however, as"time went 
by ho stopporl talking about them. He stated GTJRSHTEL had never 
at any timo made any mention about the subject or any member of 
the family returning to this country, 

I I stated the three sistors of the subjoct*s father, Mrs, 

SARAH BEGUN, Mrs. PEARL SILVER and. Mrs. GOLDIE GTJRSHTEL, together 
with HARRY GURSIITEL, all reside in Los" Angeles, California. Ho 
stated; HARRY GTJRSHTEL is very well to do and is r eported to h e 
operating a parking lot in downtown Los Angeles. I I upon 

viewing the photograph of the subject taken in 1946, advised thoro 
is a' strong"family resemblance in this photograph, however, ho 
could not identify it as thoHiutfjoct1"“* ” “~~ ’ 


Cleaners,| | Sioux City, Iowa, on March 10 and 11, 1955 

advised they nan oeen in thoir"present location since"1920. They 
advised HARRY GTJRSHTEL operated & clothing store two doors east 
Tor many years, until about 194$* They advised they could not 
definitely recall the subject, howover, they wore acquainted with 
the ABRAM KOVAL family! ABRAM KOVAL being a brother of GOLDIE 
GTJRSHTEL. They advised that KOVAL was a carpenter who lived at 
6th and Virginia Streets and in about 1932 or 1933 tho~entire KOVAL 
family,"consisting of ABRAM KOVAL, his wife, ETHEL, and"children 
returned to the Biro-Bidjan colony in Russia. They stated none of' 
the KOVALs hSd over been back in Sioux City sihee that lime. Mr, 
KAPLAN stated that at first when the KOVALs had returned to Russia, 
HARRY GURSHTBL would remark that ho had heard from the KOVALs and 
they liked, it in Russia, however, as time went by"he no longor 
talked about the KOVALs and no one else has talked to him about 
the KOVAL family. 

Mr. KAPLAN stated HARRY GTJRSHTEL and ABRAM KOVAL had been active 
in the Icor, which advocated return to Biro-Bidjan, Russia. He 
statod in"about 1934, HARRY and GOLDIE GTJRSHTEL made a trip to 
Russia^ and ~wKen"tHoy came back, thby"telkod about how good things 
wore in Russia', howevor, GTJRSHTEL did not say whore in Russia he 
had boon, nor did. ho say ho had soon the KOVAL family. Mr* and Mrs, 
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I were exhibited the photograph of the subject, however, they 
wore unable to identify it, stating that they had not khowh the 
subject well enough at the time he left Sioux City to identify 
the photograph. 

On March 10. 1999.1 I an attorney with" offices 

atl | Sioux City, Iowa, advised he did not know 

sue ject KOVAL, nor could he recall any one named KOVAL" formerly re¬ 
siding in Sioux City, Iowa. I I stated he would contact' an 

old man presontly in the hospitalwith a heart attack'who would 
undoubtedly know the KOVAL family, however, he pointed oufc that 
tho sick man could not have other visitors. 


On March 11, 1955* T ^ advised he had talked to Mr. I. 

SINGER, age 70, presently"conf ined in the Methodist Hospital with 
a heart attack. He statod Mr. SINGER had informed him ABRAM KOVAL 
was a brother-in-law of HARRY GURSHTEL; that the entire KOVAL 
family had returned to the Biro-Bidjan Region of Russia over 
twenty years ago. He stated ABRAM - KOVAL had one son, whose namb 
he could not recall, who had attended the University of Iowa and ' b7c 
who was an "out and but Co mmunist who spoke on the street corners," ’ 
Mr - ; SINGER further advised ! I that none of the KOVAL family 

had ever been known to return to this country and they had never 
been seen in Sioux City since they loft. 


I stated ho still could not placo the KOVAL family, how- 
,e had been President of the Jewish Community Center in the 
and recalled the" difficulty they had had relative to the 
‘ganization headed by HARRY GURSHTEL, which organization ad- 
the return to Russia. 


over, he 
1930’s 

Icor organizeti' 
vocated the return 


IRQ 0"Street, home~address I I Sioux Citv. Iowa, in- 

formed oh March 11, 1955 that he’h ad knowi subj ect KOVAL’s father 
but could not recall the subject, | 1 st a ted the subject’s 

father was a brother - of Mrs - . GOLDIE GURSHTEL, that ABRAM KOVAL and 
HARRY GURSHTEL had advocated and circulated literature for Biro- 
Bidjan, a resettlement project in Russia, He stated' the entire 
KOVAL family, consisting of ABRAM KOVAL, his wife and sons, had 
returned to Russia in the early 1930’s and he had never heard from 
or about the KOVAL family since that time. 


and Court streets, Sioux City, Iowa, on March 11, 1955 advised 
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he could not recall the subject or the KOVAL family* He stated 
he could, contact his uncle^ who is seriously ill and. not expected 
f.n !•? vo. _ aa his uncle would probably recall the KOVAL family* ' Mr. 
contacted his uncley JACOB SHINDLER, who informed Mr* 
the KOVAL family had left Sioux City in the early'1930*s 

f one tb"Russia - to resettle in the Biro-Bidjan area, Mr* 
stated, according to his uncle,"no one has ever heard 


and had 


from the KOVAL family since that time and there were rumors'"that 
the KOVALs had been killed. HoWever, this was a generalized, rumor 
pertaining to all people who had returned to Russia and was hot 
a specific statement as to the KOVAL family, according to Mr, 


[ 


Kaplan 
address 
vised h 


| of the 

Wholesale Grocery Com pany. 11th and Wall Streets, home 




ioux City, IoWa, on March 11, 1955 ad- 


g recalls a GEORGE KOVAL in his graduating class from high 
school, however, he could no longer recall anything about him. He 
stated the pho to graph of GEOR GE KOVAL, takenfin_19§J3, is slightly 
familiar, however, he could not positively identify the subject. 

He further stated he could not rocall anything about the subject 
or his family. 


I L Lipman f s Variety Store", 822 West 

7th Street, Sioux City, Iowa, on March-11, 1955 advised he could 
not recognize - photograph of the s ubject , nor could he recall the 
name of ""KOVAL, who apparently*graduated, in his same class at 
Central High School. 


lwindcharger Corporation, Sioux 


(Jlty, Iowa, on March li, 1966 advishd he could not recognize the 
photograph of the subject, nor could“he recognize the name of 
KOVAL As one who had been in his graduating class at Central High 
School, 


b" 


The following investigation was conducted by SA | | 

| | employed by the lo wa-IIli - 

nois Electric Comp any. Da vent) or t~i Iowa, and who resides atl I 

S J Was interviewed on February li|, 1955, j | 

advised ho attended the State University bf IoWa from the TaTT or 
1930 until the"spring of 1935 when he was graduated with ©Master of 
Science Degree^ He stated he was in the College of Electrical 
Engineering and had a wide acquaintance among his classmates and 
fellow students at the time. Ho stated, however, that the name of 
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the subject is entirely unfamiliar to him and that the possibility 
exists that he might have kftown him casually but that any ac¬ 
quaintance he might have had with the subject would have been very 
casual indeed, in view of the fact that he is not now oven able to 
recall the subjects name# 

I I fu rther advise d there ib another - employee of this same 

company named l I who attended the State university of Iowa 

and who is at'this time an E ngineerina S uperintendent for the 
abov e company. Ho" contacted. ! I however, he was advised 

that l ~l had never heard of anyone by the name of the sub¬ 

ject ^To^KTTest of his recollection* 

I I Stanley Engineering Company, 

who resides at l I advised that he matriculated"at the 

State University of Iowa In the fall of 1930 and was graduated from 
the College of Electrical Engineering in the spring of 193k with 
a Bachelor of Science Degree, He stated that the name ,f GE0BGE 
KOVAL 11 is very faintly and vaguely familiar to him and ho asso¬ 
ciates this name With an individual whom he probably knew only by 
sight while attending the State University of Iowa", "Ho said, how¬ 
ever, that he never knew KOVAL personally and could definitely 
state that he was never in a position to have acquired any in¬ 
formation concerning him. 

Confidential Informant | ^ of known reliability, a~self- 

admitted former member of the Communist Party, USA, at and in the 
vicinity of Muscatine, Iowa, advised that the name of the subject 
i 3 entirely unfamiliar to him. 


The following investigation was conducted by SA | | 

On December 23 , 195U, I h lowa Power 

and Light Company, Des Moines, lowa^ advised he recalled ono of 
his classmates named KOVAL but'could not recall his first name or 
any Information of value regarding him,' He stated, he did not asso¬ 
ciate with KOVAL, except as a classmate,and could furnish no in¬ 
formation regarding his background. 

On December 23, 19514, 1 _ _ I Keith Electric 

Company, 1213 Walnut street, Des Moines, Iowa,advised he recalled 
the s&bjoct as GEORGE KOVAL, but"know nothing regarding his back¬ 
ground, Hq stated as he recalled, the subject roomed at the Quad¬ 
rangle, stud ant quarters,but he had no association with him. He ad¬ 
vised ho did not think the subject was graduated, He advised he hau 




CM 65-609 



novor had anything to do with"tho subject except to discuss 
engineering" mat tors with him during their attendance at the col¬ 
lege* "Ho advisor 1 he know of no other names user 1 by the subject, 
nor did he know of any brothors or other background on him. 


stator! he recalled that whon he roturhod to the University 
UT loWa in the fall of"1933* someone had writton him and stated 
that KOVAL had roturnod to Hus si a faith his paronts. Ho stated ho 
know nothing other than this regarding tho rumor"of his returning 
to Russia* 'Ho stated ho could not recall who had writton him this 
information. 


Confidential informant 
had novor hoard of the 
tho Communist Party, 


subjoct DC 
USA in Dos Moines, Iowa* 


I of known reliability, advisod ho 
ng associated with any membors of 


Th 


e following was conducted by SA^ 


] 


b2 

b7D 


Passport Applications 


I U. S. District Court, Sioux 

City, Iowa, on March b, 1933 produced Cashbook Record covering 
the period March 23, 1929 through April, 1935* A cash rocoipt 
ontry under date of'M ay 13. 1912 refl ects Passport Application 
made by ABRAM KOVAL *~ l l ad vised it was nocessary to 

list all tho mombors of the KOVAL family in a Passport Application* 

I-I " b7C 

On March 11, 1955J_ Iproducod tho Cashbook Re¬ 

cord covering the period from May, 1935 through March 31> 1944* 
and on page 18 of this book, under dato of April 7, 1936, was an 
Application for a Passport by HARRY GURSHTEL. 


The Cashbook"Records were checked from 1929 to 1940"for the fol¬ 
lowing names, without locating any Passport Application: 


ETHEL SHERISKE 

PAUL or PEARL SILVER 

SARAH or MORRIS BEGIRT. 


| Sioux~City Credit Bureau,"Sioux 

uity, J.ofaa, on march 14 , 1953 advised"they"have no record for any¬ 
one named KOVAL in their file. She advised inactive cards aro des¬ 
troyed every five years. 
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I h Credit Department, Iowa Public Service Company# 

Sioux City, Iowa,- on March 10j 1955 hdvisbd they do not hSve any 
customor by the name of KOVAL. He advised their records do not 
oxtend back to 1932. 

The following description of the subject was obtained"from the 
filos of the Woodbury County Sheriff *s Office, which description 
was takon on September 3# 1931• 


Name 
Addross 

Race 

Sox 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Marital status 
Occupation 
Nativity 


GEORGE KOVAL 

617 Virginia Street, Sioux City, 
Iowa 
White 
Male 

17 (in 1931) 

6» 

175 

Brown 

Brown 

Medium 

Single 

Unemployed' 

Sioux City, Iowa, 


Tho following names ofrelativos were obtained from records set 
out- in this report, and from various persons interviewed: 

Father^ ABRAM BERKO KOVAL, address unknown; 

Mother, ETHEL SHEETSKE KOVAL, address unknown; 

Brothor> ISAIAH KOVAL,'address unknown; 

Brother, GABRIEL KOVAL, address unknown; 

Aunts, Mrs. PAUL (PEARL) SILVER, 1209 Orange Grove Avonue, 
Los Angelos, California; Mrs. MORRIS (SARAH) BEGUN, Los 
Angeles, California;'Mrs. HARRY (GOLDIE)'GURSHTEL, 630 
North Orlando Avenue, West Hollywood, 35, California; 

Unclei HARRY GURSHTEL, 630 North Orlando Avenue, West Holly¬ 
wood, California; 

Cousins, EUGENE SILVER, Los Angelos, California; ELI SILVER, 
Los Angelos, California, 


b 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity 
Identity of and/or Doacription 
Source of Information 

Date 
Roc *d 

Agent to 

Whom 

Furnished 

File No. 
Whoro~ 
Locat.od 


...... 




I i Background of 

3/8 and [ 

1 

Instant 


GEORGE KOVAL 

10/55 

(orally; 

report 


Characterization 

6/18/148 | 


100-4130W-29 

of HARRY GURSHTEL 


(orally; 8 



Characterization 

3/8/55 [ 

. 1 

Instant 


of HARRY GURSHTEL 


(orally) 

report 


Background of sub- 3/10/55C 

1 

Instant 


ject f s family 

(Orally) 

report 


Charactorization 

6/18A8 [ 

-1 

100-4130W-29 

of PAUL SILVER 


(orally) 



Characterization 

3/10/55 [ 

—1 

Instant 


of PAUL SILVER 


(orally; 

roport 



Charact orization 

2A1 [ 

1 

100-520-1 


of HARRY GURSHTEL 


(orally) 




Information re 

6/18/48 [ 


100-4130W-29 


Mrs.PAUL SILVER 


(orally) 




Re GEORGE KOVAL 

2/16/55 [ 

-1 

Instant 





(orally) 

report 



Ro GEORGE KOVAL 

12/23/54[ 





(orally; 


LEADS 


LOS ANGELES OFFICE 

AT LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 

Will check the indices for the names of HARRY GURSHTEL, 

GOLDIE GURSHTEL, PEARL SILVER, ELI SILVER, EUGENE SILVER, SARAH 
BEGUN and advise the New York Office of the results of this search. 




-1 t 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


NEW YORK OFFICE 

AT NEW YORK. NEW YORK 

If not already 'covered* will review records of Local Board 126 
Bronx, Now York, to determine'if the subject gave any roason for 
not registering on Octobor 16, 1940, and his location on that date, 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON. D.C. 

Will chock files of the Passport Office, Department of State, 
for information as to the trip to Russia of ABRAM KOVAL and his 
* family* It will be notod the application for tho Passport was 
0 madein the office of the Clerk of the U, S, District Court, Sioux 
Sf City, Iowa, on May 13, 1932, 

Will determine if all members of the KOVAL family hro listed 
as making this trip. Will determine if there are records avail¬ 
able to indicate whether or not ABRAM KOVAL, subject, or other 
members of the KOVAL family"ever“came back to this country* In " 
this connection, it is noted that subject'GEORGE KOVAL registered 
for Selective Service with Local Board 26, Bronx, New York, on 
January 22, 1941, whereas the normal date for registering of sub¬ 
ject would have been October 16, 1940# 


REFERENCES: Report of 'SAl I dated 

10/28/54, ’JrtTJ Vnr>lr . ” 

Report of SA _I dated 12/23/54, Omaha. 
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Office/ MemWandum • 


y- 


i > 

TO i 



Director, FBI ((65-62911) 
SAC, New York (65-167561 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 3/30/55 


SA[ 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

* % 

Tibi ring a <3 «. 




are six copies of the report of 


lW v 3/30/59 


«3J e B ^ rea ^ is requested to arrange with appropriate agency, 
y| 1f p ossible, for the interview of| | 

L__J in Caracas, Venezuela, for all lnrormation In his i possession 
concerning the subject# Specific effort should be made to ascertain 
the nature of KOVAL'S affil iation wit h the Atlas Trading Corporation, 
and the details surrounding I iL etter to the StatQ Department 

in support of the subject's passport applfc ation# - ‘ 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COHERENT IAL 


NEW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT 


NEW' YORK 


DATS WHEN 


P/30/55 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

2/1»,23-2S,28 

3/3/SS 


report made by 


pmd 


TITLE 


rf 

\ 

/ 


A 


GEORGE KOVAL. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


hi 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

Subject reportedly employed Medical Salvage Co., 
NYC, from November, 19k6 through February. 19L7. while 
attend-trig ar.hnol . I_ 


[ 


] of Atlas 


hi 


i 

N 

flnj 

! 

N 

g^ 

B?i 

Sh 


Trading Corp., NYC, all advised they ha d no knowledge o f the 
subject having been employed by Atlas * I 1 


i 


advised he understood the subject was to perform 
electrical work in Poland and last heard from him by post 
card from Paris in 19^8. 


- P - 


DETAILS: The records of the Veterans Administration, 

252 Seventh Avenue, New York, New York, reviewed 
on March 25, 195lf-» revealed that GEORGE KOVAL had been employed 
by the Medical Salvage Company, 217 East 23rd Street, New York, 
^ New York, from February to March, 19^-7• 
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I-l of the Medical Salvage Company, Incorporated, 21Y mast 

23rd Street, New York, New York, advised on February 10, 195$ 
that they could identify the photograph of GEORGE KOVAL as- 
being a part time employee who worked with their concern 
from November of 194& through February 14* 19i+7• Their 
records listed his name as GEORGE KOVaL, Social Security 
Number 052-18-0975* single and residing at 2004 Valentine 
Avenue, Bronx, New York* He was attending some unknown school. 

Both ! | described subject as 

a very quiet individual, whom they could just barely recall, 
and stated he left that establishment for another job which 
afforded him better hours for his schooling. 

I | believed that they hired subject 

through a contact he had at the Veterans Administration, who 
recommended likely students for part time work. He 
could recall no information concerning the subject*s political 
sympathies nor did he know any further employment or background 
information concerning him. 

The files of the Passport Of fi re—Lenartmerit, nf- 

State, Washington, D,C., reviewed by SA|_ 

on July 27August 2, 1954* disclosed that in connection with 
Passport Num ber 170092. issued to the subject on March 15* 1948* 
KOVAL listed I ~l. New 

York, New York, as a witness. 

The files also contained a letter dated March 8, 
1948* from the Atlas Trading Corporation. 17 Battery Place. 

New York, New York, signed by | | 

which stated KOVAL would act as a representative of the Atlas 
Trading Corporation, an export-import firm, on a commission 
basis in France, Be]$.um, Switzerland, and Poland, and requested 
the issuance of the necessary documents for K0VAL f S travel to 
these countries. 


2 
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I 1 Atlas Trading 

Corporation.. Room 134-1 > 17 Battery Place, New York, New York, 
advised on February 10, 1955 that ho has been employed by the 
above concern since 1951 , and had never known anyone by the 
name of GEORGE KOVAL as having been employed by that concern. 

Ho advised that the subject’s photograph was totally unfamiliar 
to him and he permitted a review of payroll records for the 
entire year of 1914-8 which did not disclose any employment 
record of the subject, 

I I advised that I I departed 

from the Atlas Trading Company in approximately 1949 selling 
out his interest in that year. 

The company was originally established by Mr, 
RINCONES in 1937, rod this individual is currently residing 
in South America and is a member of the kmezl f-gn Chamhei-P 
of C ommerce in Venezuela. The re cord for i [ indicated 

thatl~ Irosided aTE; Post Office Box 

j telephone number 9 - 7327 , and possible 
business address JSdif. Coma III er Piso, Ibarras A, Pelote, 

I I added that the only other possible 

contact KOVAL could have had with Atlas, not reflected in 
the above files, would have been as s commission agent and 
not as a direct representative. The only manner whereby 
this activity could be confirmed xvould be through a review 
of Atlas correspondence for tho years 194$ and 1949, and 
such correspondence is not presently available. 

I I an employee of Atlas Trading 

Company since 1947, was interviewed on February 10, 1955 
and furnished substantia lly similar information to that 
obtained from | 1 f nd added that he also was unable 

to identify subject by name or photograph. He had no knowledge 
of European representatives, either as commission agents or 
otherwise, having been engaged by the Atlas Company during 
1948 and 1949. 

I I of Atlas Trading Corpora¬ 

tion, 17 Battery Place, New York, New York, advised on February 
24, 1955 that he had been employed by the Atlas Trading 
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Corporation since Aprll f 1947 and could not identify the 
subject by name or photograph as ever having been employed 
by that concern* He stated Atlas never had any business 
connections in Europe with the possible exception of minor 
dealings with Englaid, nor did they ever try to develop any 
Inasmuch as their activitie s were confined primarily to 
South America* 

I "l observed the t l l may have 

possibly used official stationary for correspondence in 
connection with KOVAL,but seriously doubted that KOVAL 
ever had any aotual affiliation with Atlas* 


I _ I New York* New York, advised on February 23* 

1955 that he first met subject in the period from September, 

1943 to June, 1944» when they were assigned to Army Specialized 
Training Program at the City College of New Yorfc* He renewed 
his acquain tance with subjeot in the Pall of 1946,when he 
I I began a teaching position at City College and 

KOVAL returned to obtain an electrical engineering degree* 

He had a casual social relationship with the subjeot from 
this period up'until the Spring of 1946* when the subject 
obtained a job In Europe,and he last heard from him by 
post card from Paris a month or two after KOVAL* S departure 
from the United States* He recalled that KOVAL had encountered 
some difficulty in obtaining his passport,due to the lack of 
birth statistics, but finally obtained same by wiring some 
place, possibly in Denver, for the proper records* 

| |stated that he,himself, had an acquaintance 

in a travel agency and had imposed on her to use what influence 
she could to expedite KOVAL'S passport application. Inasmuch 
as KOVAL had a reservation on the SS AMERICA some time In 
March, 1946* which he did not want to lose* The acquaintance 
was unable to render any assistance* 

I I stated it was his impression the 

subjeot planned to engage in electrloal work,In connection 
with the construction of some type of power firm In Poland 
by a United States concern* 


4 
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He explained that ho was never intimately 
acquainted with KOVAL, in that the latter was somewhat 
older than himself and the other group of individuals 
who were taking this Army Training Program together and, 
consequently, while they maintained a friendly relationship, 
ho never obtained complete background details concerning 
KOVAL. 


He stated that he recalled hearing that KOVAL 
had boen assigned at Oak Ridge after leaving the College 
of the City of Hew York originally, and stated that ho was 
very popular among the servicemen and also the students 
on his return. 

s an indication .of his popularity, he was elected 
either president of his class or a member of an honorary 
fraternity. 


Being somewhat older, KOVAL exercised a moderating 
influence in virtually all forms of discussion, including 
those political, and there was nover any question as to 
KOV.Jj *s loyalty towards the United States Government, 


[ 


During the period | I know him, he resided 

at 2004 Valontine 7vonue in the Bronx. Just prior to his 
denar turn from tha HhU.pH _iiKBLLL-had boon dating 

. _ I Now York City, who 

laser moved to 1 - - 


California. [ 


-- 

-■ I Los Angeles 33, 

Jactvisod that he did not bolieve 


the subject corresponded with her to any extent, as ho 
recalled several contacts from hor asking him whether he had 
any word from the subject. 


[ 


acaiarlnftnri wl tfr-L 
at 


] advised t.ho mih ior.-h woa also socially 

Jforraerly residing 


friendly withf 




L'levj 


Ybrk, Now York, and was also 
currently Qmn'lOYnd at. the 


1 


] 


Republic Aircraft Company and residing at"| 

"BaldwinJ .Now - Vordr. F^t 

ephone number 3-9037. T_ 1 

according to|_| w^s in KOV. L'S Army Specialized Training 

Program class at the College of the City of Now York, and may 
be ewaro of additional class mombors with whom KOVAL would be 
in contact with . ” ~ 
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I I advfc ed that,in the event he 

received any additional information concerning the subjeot f a 
whereabouts or activities, he would notify the New York 
Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation# 

The files of the Nov; York Offlco contain ed no 
oortinont information which could bo identified vrlthl I 


b 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

LEADS 

OMAHA 


At Omaha. Nebraska 

Will report the results of the investigation 
outstanding in your office. 

LOS ANGELES 

At Los Angeles, California 

Will interviewl | 

Avenue, Los Angeles 3.3 > (Jalll'ornia, ror ail avallaDie mrorraa- 
tion regarding subject* 


Will specifically attempt to ascertain all background, 
activities, and associates of subject she is familiar with, 
as many details surrounding his alleged employment with the 
Atlas Trading Corporation as possible* the reasons for his 
travel to Europe in 19if8, and the last whereabouts and address 
she has for subject* 


For the information of the Los Angeles Office, instant 
investigation is based on the fact that KOVAL was employed 

I _ "H at the Raven Electric Company from 1939 

to 194-3# entered the united Statos Army and was assigned to 
the Manhattan Project at Oak Ri fige. Tenneasea. with access 
to highly classified ma terial* 

chief 
Los 


y 


-•*n. 


_ geles file 65*t4536.) KOVAL*S 

whereabouts and activities since 19l|8 a? e presently unknown. 






t 


NY 65-16755 

leads (continued) 

NEW YORK 


iDMINIST&Vny E PAGE (.CONTINUED) 




At Baldwin, New York 


Will interview 


] 


for 


J f W _ 

*'.*« ^p 11 available information in his possession concerning the 
■•/•subjoct* 

A 




At New York, New York 

Will. _attempt_£_Q_ locate and int review 


/ __win._ empp_p o xn ca r,e>_an ri_mtiowi 

> I I 1 a11 

A mrormation in their possession concerning the subject# 

\ NY, 10/28/54 


REFERENCES Reports of SAl 

and 12/31/54. 
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CONTitiENTIAL 



ST COURIER SERVICE 


Tot 

n-y-a^ 

CLASSIFIED BY $i 
DECLASSIFY ON: ;?5X 


Front 



Dt roc tor 
Control Intolligonme Ag>noy 
2430 4 St root, M, 9, 
PasAfa^toa, 3, C, 


Attention: Me put y Director, Plana 

John Edgar hoover, St rev tor 
federal Bureau of Imveotigation 


Subject t 


atoms kqval 

ESPIOMAOE - R 


.1 

I : ! 

u ? > 

f- T( fs| 

; $i ti 

i ; W V 


Tsifotnn/sh /$ 

P*r- <56* 

spTjtJEj&n- j- oi 

Tranent tied herewith to a single oof>y of 3 the ^ I • ^ 

report of | | dated 3-30-55 at Mow York, 

Tour attention to dt rooted specifically to 
information beginning in the l oot paragraph on page 2 of 
' the attach ed report eonoemtnft | 

I \ ot the Atlas Trading Corporation,who to reported 

to currently maintain a nailing address in Caracas, Venesuela . 

Investigation to date in this natter, results of 
which have been made available to you, indicates a strong 
possibility that Oeorge Koval was involved tn Soviet intelli¬ 
gence operations from 1941 until the time of his sudden 
departure from the United States la 1948, From records of 
the Passport O ffice, Department of State, It would appear 
tha t I I wae instrumental la assisting Koval in obtaining 

the necessary travel documents even though It was apparently 
unusual for the Atlas Trading Cerporation to have a repre¬ 
sentative in Europe, 
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of «»* peraon *p per* on a who may have introduced ot recommended 
level 0 the nature of tonal 'a employment oa a oommiaston 
repretentative of the company, and, of courte, amp information 
which might aeeiet in determining local f s pretent whereabouts . 
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i;«f report of SA I I datgo? 

3/23/55 at Omaha, Nebraska* * T ran information developed 
to date in thio investigation it appears quite possible 
that George Koval accompanied ether members of his 
family to Maesia in 1932 shore he was recruited into 
the Soviet intelligence Service$ trained and dispatched 
to the U* S» in the latter part of 1940 or very early 
part of 194i m It is of extreme importance to determine 
(1) it hen end how He re-entered the Um Sm and (2) the 
exact airewnstanoee surrounding his assignment to the 
project at Oak M&ge, Tennessee* Svery attempt should 
be made to determine his possible re-entry into the 
Um Sm subsequent to his departure in 1948* 



i 

\ 



'■'i 
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It is also euggeeted that the Omaha office^ 
check high echool and university yearbooks for additiona 
photographs of Kovel and that the zee Angeles office 
conduct ouch investigation as will enable a determination 
as to the advisability of interviewing relatives of 
Koval presently living in that area • 


The New fork office should give this investi¬ 
gation continuous and anareas i»t> nitxn+.imn nnA Khtmld _ 


_ V\ 

c^t ' or 1 >ioX,_ L~ , 


co - 2 - Zee Angeles 
oc - 2 - Omaha (65-609) 

co-42 - Washington Field 
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SAC, New fork (6$-l6?$6) (orig & 1) April 11, 19$$ 


Director, FBI (6$-629H) 


A QMORCX KOVAL 

li KSFIONACBS - JR 

ly submit reeulte of contact b7c 

as suggested in Bulet ll-19-$4» 

'v' 


C J 

EMG-:ewk 

(4) 








blC 



Washington field (65-3901) (orig and one) April 11 $ 1955 

■ ■■■ : i ,' .i 

Pi rector, FBI 

t 

GEORGE KOVAL 

Bit PI "BAGS - P. 

Reurlet 11-9-54 • 

<; 

% Forward to Bureau two copies of photograph 

;'.V °f Oeorge Koval* 

co - 1 - Mew York (65-16756) (information) 


EMGthf (: 

( 5 ) 




Tolson- 

Board man_ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont_ 

Bar bo_ 


Mohr_ 

Parsons . 
Iosco _ 
Tamm __ 


SLzoo_ 

linterrowd _ 

Tele* Room_ 

Holloman_ 

°" 4 ’—-66 A D R 




lfe 19 


l 

APR 1 11955 
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SAC, Mew fork (63-16766) (orig <& l) April 13, 1955 

Director, FBI (65-62911) 

0EOM0E &OTAL 
ESPIONAGE - B 


Be report of 8A 
3-23-55 at Omaha * 


dated 


Bureau files contatn no information which 
can be identified with the followingt 


Abe Eaval 
Abe Xoval 
Abram Xoval 
Abraham Xoval 
Abram Berko Xoval 
Ethel Xaval 
Mbhel Xoval 
Ethel Sheni&ke 

eo - 1 - Omaha (65-$09} (Information) 


b' 




A;.; 




"A 

mar 


EMG:atw 

(S) 



Toison_ 

Board ma n_ 

Nichols _ 

Belmont__ 

Harbo _ 


Mohr_ 

Parsons . 
Rosen .. 

Tamm_ 

Sizoo_ 


Winte crowd- 

Xel«. Room_ 


>4*SM V 






to APR 14 1955 









B-22 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVWGATION 
RECORDS SECTION 

(^~S /f~ — 


195 


□ Name Check Un i t-Room 6523 

CD Attention_ 

CD Service l 
□f orward 1 
CafReturn tc 


i. ccou 


b7C 


I Ext. 


Room 




E^Tai 


All References 
CD Subversive References 
□ Main References Only 

CD Ma in_References On 1 y 

(□Restrict to Locality of. 


^Breakdown CD Buildup CDVariations 

□ Exact Name Only 

□ Exact Spel1ing 

□ Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 


SUBJECT 

Address. 



Localities_ 

Birthdate A Place. 


R#. 


.Date. 




Searcher 
.Initial . 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 


tan 

A 

5?&.£?//- 7 


y 

rJT. 

k/. &J/- u>./: 

ji [U 

<?//- /&. l 


/- /* /•///<**. _ 


/ ’> ^ V ^ > r 

7 

A/r 


. *^ s 
rJ t 

. ‘ 



AIL 

_ 


DAT 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVWTIGATiON 
RECORDS SECTION 

<£L 195 


(!□ Name Check 

□ Attention 

□ Service U 
□I F orward t 
ESlieturn to 


Unit-Room 6523 



Ext. 

ftoom / 

(A^s2etLs 


(jE^fAll References 

□ Subversive References 

□ Main References Only 

□ Ma i n_References On 1 y 

□ R estrict to Locality of_ 

C3oreakdown □Buildup □Variations 

□ Exact Name Only 

□ Exact Spel1ing 

□ Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 


SUBJECT 

Address 



Localities_ 

Birthdate & Place 


R# 


Date 




Searcher 

Initial 




FILE NUMBER SERIAL 





4-22 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVWIGATION 
RECORDS SECTION 



□ Name Check 
CZI Attention 

□ Service Urf 
□forward tq 
GZfReturn to 


Unit-Room 6523 



Room 


b'; 


ca<ii References 

□ Subversive References 

□ Main References Only 

□ Ma i n_References On 1 y 

□j fcestrict to Locality of_ 

[^Breakdown □Buildup □Variations 

□ Exact Name Only 

□ Exact Spel1ing 

□ Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 




SUBJECT; 

Address. 


Local ftl 

Birthdate & Place_ 


R#. 


_0ate^^S r ^L 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 


s 




ju. 


w 











/h£-3rjf' ? C.-SS&; < 

yy 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IlfvIViGATION * 
RECORDS SECTION 




195 


□ Name Check Unit-Room 6523 
CH Attention. 

□ Service 
□'Forward 
IQ Return 


L Ext. 


Room 




calm References 

□ Subversive References 

□ Main References Only 

□ Main_References Only 

□ Restrict to Locality of_ 

ta^Breakdown □Buildup □Variations 

□ Exact Name Only 

□ Exact Spel1ing 

□ Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 


SUBJECT 

Address 




Localities_ 

Birthdate & Place. 


//* Searcher 
_Date initial 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 



ALL IFFOnj’ATTON' f“' >T !TMA T r<rn 












FEDERAL BUREAU OF iKvflPlGATlOH - 
RECORDS SECTION 

f ■ , 195 


□ Name Check 
OAttention_ 
HD Service 
□forward 
tHfReturn td 


Unit-Room 6523 



calm References 

□ Subversive References 

□ Main References Only 

dl Main_References Only 

□Restrict to Locality of_ 

G23oreakdown □ Buildup C3 Variations 
CD Exact Name Only 

□ Exact Spel1ing 

□ Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 


SUBJECT 





Localities_ 

Birthdate & Place. 


U. 


Date. Initial 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 


Searcher 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVMPIGATION 
RECORDS SECTION 

J— 




CD Name Check Unit-Room 6523 
CD Attention_ 


195 



QT^Vt References 
CD Subversive References 
CD Main References Only 

CD Main_References Only 

CDJtestnct to Locality of_ 

GZJ Breakdown CD Buildup CDVariations 
CD Exact Name Only 
CD Exact Spell ing 

CD Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 


Address_ 


Localities_ 

Birthdate A Place. 


FILE NUMBER SERIAL 


3 SStL 

/<? _ 

* J 

feai 

^ 9//- /&, 9, 


/£/. <9^/ ^ < 


/ / y 


_ _ 




_ , r-nr-vmlS ../ _ 




'£$543* 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF I tf V^VToATI ON 
RECORDS SECTION 

' ' JL _, 195 & 

CD Name Check Unit-Room 6523 

□ Attention___ 

□ Service 


□ ForWard 
EZfReturn t 



|_ Ext._ 

/5e>2^ 


gztXii References 

□ Subversive References 

□ Main References Only 

□ Na i n_References 


Only 


□ Restrict to Locality of. 

C0TBreakdown □Buildup □Variations 
□Jxact Name Only 

IZTExact Spelling 

□ Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 



Localities_ 

Birthdate & Place. 


/ /* Searcher 
_Date, ‘fyy Initial 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
AIR TEL / 


iMjpe : 


/ 


Transmit the following Teletype message ws BUREAU 
GEORGE KOVAL, ESPIONAGE - R. REBULET 4/11/55. 

I 


Mr* 

Mr. Mohr- 

, Mir. FsrsonB- 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Sizoo-— j 

Mr. Winterro'wd- . 

Tele. Room- 

Mr. HcJlMMJr— 
Mias Gandy- 


] BRONX 


ADVISED ON j/14/55 TEAT WHILE THE PHOTO OP JACOB BROCHES ( 
ARONOPP RESEMBLED THE VISITOR TO KOVAL IN THAT BOTE 
WORE A GOATEE, SHE VASJDT SURE IN HSR MIND AND REQUESTED 
ADDITIONAL TIKE TO CONSIDER THE MATTER. 


• yJf" 

oes ( r* 


n 
V 




WAS 


RECONTACTED 4/6/55 AND ADVISED SHE NOW PELT THAT TO THE 
BEST OP HSR RECOLLECTION THE VISITOR TO KOVAL WAS NOT IDENTICAL 
TO THE PHOTO OP ARONOPP IN THAT THE VISITOR WAS POSSIBLY 
SLIGHTLY OLDER AND HAD A THINNER PACE THAN THE ONE IN THE 
PHOTO. SHE REITERATED SHE HAD SEEN THE VISITOR ON ONLY ONE 
OR TWO OCCASIONS FOR A SHORT PERIOD AND THEREFORE STATED ANY v 

V._ 

POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR HER TO HAKE. 

[ 


b' 




3 }- BUREAU (65-62911)(RM) 


HEHsMFD (#6) 
65-16756 




ALL INVOmtATTOF bOFTMinZD 
HBRfflH IS UiTOLA'iS". n ' 



! 






it 



Sent 


M Per 


no APR 16 l$55 

Is* 


mm si im 


\3 






^gTANDMlU FORM HB. 64 


•Office Memorandum 


4 

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


DATE: 5/3/55 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (65-6l2ii) 


SUBJECT: GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 


sa[ 


Bsran o£ saT 


[ dated 3/23/55 at Omaha, report of 
J at New York, 3/30/55 and Bulet to New york U/7/55* 



/ 


A review of the files of the Los Angeles office fail t o reflect 
any information which could be identified with EU /SILVER or EUGENE /SILVER 
who are reported to be cousins of subject. / Jf 


The los Angeles files reflect the following information r egarding 
HENRY GURSHTEL, uncle, GOLDIE GURSHTEL, PEARL SILVER and SARAH BEGUN who 
are reported to be subject*s aunts. 

HARRY /^URSHTSL 

On 3/2/5 U I furnished SA | l and SE [ I 

approximately 700 addressed wrappers used in mailing the "Worker" and the 
"Daily worker" to subscribers in the los Angeles area, pertinent portion 
of one such wrapper is "H^GURSHTEL, 630 no. nrlamfo, los Angeles, 36, 
California - 7/17/51 M-5R/& A B » On 5/7/5l| |obtained information 

from a building located at 80-5th Avenue, concerning International workers 
Order transfer applications, one application dated 1/2/U9 f or HARRY 
GURSHTEL requested his transfer from MAL, Sioux City, iowa, to Lodge #lUl, 
fjos Angeles, California as per the members own request. The card also 
sbowed mid his dues thru December,19^8. This card also bore 
the address 630 no. Orlando Avenue, Hollywood, California. 


b' 


\ 


b2 

b7D 


GOLDIE GURSHTEL 

/ On 5/7/5l l I also obtained USD transfer car d for GOTDTF. 

/ GURSHTEL containing identical information as set forth above. | j 

/ who has provided reliable information in the past has advised GOLDIE GURSHTEL 
was a member of and attended meetings of the Hollywood Branch of the HffllA 
LASARUS Federation of Jewish women*s clubs on 9/2,l6,30/5U; 1D/19,28/5U; 
21/ll/Shs 12/U,9,23,26/5U and 1/8,17,20/55. 


WHSsrd 

(5) 


REGISTER© 


RECORDED * 1? 
INDEXED-!? 


cc - 2 New York (65-l6?56) 








LA 65-612b 


| | who has provided reliable information in the past orally 

stated to SAl I on May 17, 195b that the EMMA LAZARUS Jewish 

Women’s Clubs of Los Angeles are affiliated with the BMA LAZARUS 
Federation of Jewish Women's Clubs with headquarters in Hew York City, ihich 
until the early part of 1951, we re known as the EMMA LAZARUS Division, 

Jewish people's Fraternal Order* I | stated that ELJTJC, Los Angeles, 

about 1952, and early 1953, was also referred to as the BMA LAZARUS 
Council of Jewish Women. 


The Jewish people's Fraternal Order has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive order 10l|50. 


PEARL SILVER 


?EARj/si 


|_| has advised PEARL” SILVER was a member of and attended 

meetings of the Hollywood Branch of the EBMA LAZARUS Federation of Jewish 
Women's Clubs on seventeen d ifferent occ aa^fltww betw een June 3» 195U and 

On 3/2/51 1 I f 


Ja nuary 20. 1955. 

se[~ 


| furnished S4|_ 


land 

■ je j „ 


_] approximately 700 addressed wrappers used in mailing 

the "worker" and the "Daily worker", pertinent portions of one such 
wrapper is "PEARL SILVER, 1209 no. Orange Grove Avenue, los Angeles L6, 
California 3-2-52 M % A*" 


SARAH BEGUN 

On 3/2/51 CS I I furnished the above wrappers and the 

pertinent portion of one was as followst"MRS. SARAh/bEGUN, 916 no. Alfred 
Street, Los Angeles, California 10-19-51 M 2 r % A CHA." 

Regarding re ferenced New York re port the following investigation 
was conducted to locate l I A pretext telep hone call to 
I I wno nas residea l l for past three 

years advised she had no recollection of I I and knew she 

had not resided at l I <fr in any of the other 

apartments in this court during the past three years* 

The pres ent tenent in 2002 and 200ti No. Townsend advised they 
do not know of any | 

Avenue, Los Angeles. California.owner and manager of the courts atl 
I I advised he had no record of a | | ever 

being a tenant and he has owned and operated the court for many years. 

He advised, however, that approximately two years ago he had twin brothers. 







L& 65-6121* 


Iwhty rented from him, I l and his wife 

resided at I I for about 2% years prior to moving 

two years ago and that _ l and his family had another apartment in 

the court* I I rBCSUad these brothers while residing in his 

aoartmanta had legally changed their names from l 1 

| believed they had remained in the L°s Angeles area but had 
no information as to their present whereabouts. A search of current 
I/os Angeles area directories and telephonic inquiries of those with that 
name failed to reflect any information regarding the brothers. A search 
of current Jjos Angeles area directories and Los Angeles office indices 
failed t,o reflect any information which could be identified with 
1 RIJC 


-3 
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b'7 1 


'I ■ 


SAG, mm fork (65-16756) (orig. & 1) 

^.CORDED : 87 KLraotor » ra ( 65 - 62911 ) 

EX-126 


OEORQE KOVAL 
ESPXONAQK - 1 


May 19, 1955 




Si let fro* Le* Angel** dated May 3, 1955* 


Suggest recontact off 

■ • t t ■ 


x 


^ Vv. 


information ae to current address off 


persona who would know present whereabouts* 

V 

ce - 1 - Los Angeles (65-6124) (For Information) 


~| for possible 
l or 


bl 


ELlG: jbv:ees 

( 5 ) 


Tolson_ 

Board man _ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont _ 

Harbo_ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen_ 

Tamm_ 


1 C H r «- > i ° ' s ? 


-U. 

> U. aif ■ 




£f*Cr 


i 


> : u r . 





WAILED” 

MAY 1 y /955 


Sizoo_ 

Winterrowd . 
Tele. Room 
Holloman 
Gandy 


MAY 2 



trr 


-Lfv 

•' / L 

' / 

l 




V 




Memorandum 

ro ( fi\ 4. Branigan 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATBs 19SS 


from t E. M. fpr 


*/ 


Tdson _ 

Board man_ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont_ 

Harbo_ 


subject: GEORGt KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


r 


v.-' 


G'2 


0 


v-a 3 2 . 

• . . < | > ' V/ . ■ > 4 - S O u-* LU f 


Parsons_ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Sizoo_ 

Tinterrowd_ 

Tele. Room __ 

Holloman_ 

Gandy _ 


Set forth hereinunder are reference s £g Georap. Koval _ 

contained in the file on "Unknown Subject was 

Espio tiage - R n in addjtion to th ose set forth in tne aummarp report 
o/ <SA | I. dated 10-28-54 at New York in 

captioned matter? 


] 


*fte law firm of Rothstein and 


Rotolo, 140 Nassau Street, m ade available pat/ ro ll fcoo* o/ t/ie 
flauen Electric Company to SA\ \ on 5-25-51 . 

27iia pap roll book reflects /0.ZZi31diH 0 60Apdnp employees of the 
Raven Electric Company, Inc., from February, 1942, to July 12, 1946: 


February 1942 
George Koval 

(Report of SjIL 
dated 10-3-51 
65-57859-80) 


Termination date 
June 27. 1942 


at NY 


A copy of the quarterly pay roll report of the Raven 
Vv* Electric Company, Inc., for the period January 2, 1942, to 
W March 27, 1942, as filed with the New York State Division of 
Placement and Unemployment Insurance listed the following: 



Social Security N& , 
152-18-0975 

ft 1 


Name gagea 

George Koval $476I32 


SJ(AT 


J regietoed the contents of the 


! Raven Electric Company coo* entitled "Minutes of the Stockholders 
Meetingi ' on 2-11-52 and noted the following: 


Ths. mi nut sa reflected a. meeting on Q-6.-42 which was 
ttended by I_I geo roe Koval. 


' s 


£< _ _ 

fi 1 1 d^Cwfio resigned [ 


j 5 : ; : s*JV*or the corporation. (Report 0 ? "SI \ 

at NY 65-5785^ 


65-62911 at NT 6S-578&=TVKT 

Ticklers: RvMQPn rtcuUdOS} • 

EMG:pcp *——- ' 


] dated 3-5-55 


&MUSUCP ay 


s' 


a 


■i r 


,y 


/ 






r 


/v 


b7( 






Memo from E.M. Gregg to W.A. Branigan 


Re; GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


The following information was obtained by SA(A) ^ \ 

on 3-17-58 from stubs of a Merchants Bank and Trust Company cKecx- 
book which was among records of Raven Electric Company in possession 
of the David Strauss Company, Auctioneers, 50 W. 89th Street, NYC: 


Date Amount ffotat ions 

6- 13-41 Jl69.69 George Koval-$84.75 

and others. 

7- 9-48 $80.00 George Koval-travel 

expense -trip to 
Williamsport, Pa. 


The following was obtained by SA | | on 

3-18-58 from stubs of a Merchants Bank and Trust Company check 


' • 

* 

1838 

11-30-48 

$50.00 

For expense to | | 





to go to Albany Tn 
connection with Mr. 

Koval's draft case. 


1379 

8-10-43 

$87.18 

George Koval for 
expense trip to 

Williamsport 

hlC 


Stub 

188 

1006 


The following was taken from 3tuhs Q £ a EuhU^a national 
Bank and Trust Company checkbook by SA(aJ \on 
3-18-58: 1 - 1 

5345 8-14-48 $50.00 Cash for George 

_I The following information was obtained by SA I I 

I from a review of miscellaneous correspondence pertaTnTKg 
to the Raven Electric Company, Inc., at the David Strauss Co.: 

George Koval, 3470 Cannon Place, Bronx, NY, was 

inducted into the Army in February, 1 94.9. _ 

(Report of SA | | 

dated 3-31-5S at Wew Tori: 
65-57859-141) 


- 8 - 





Memo from E.M. Gregg to W.A. Branigan 


Re: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


1- 

1 advised 

1 on 4-2-52 

that she has been the 1 


1 at 3470 Cannon Place, 


Bronx, NY, for the past three years and did not know George Koval 
to have resided there. She noted the building was owned by the 
Empire Management Company, 80 Lefferts Avenue, Brooklyn, NY* 


re a, idents at 




f at tKat 
they did 


address 
not 


for the last nine years, all 


I all 
actvised 


On 9-28-53 SAs 




ow George Koval * — 


(Report of 1 

_ 1 

I [ dated 

2-20-53 of New 
65-57859-228) 

York 

I I contacted 


_ of the Garfunkel Electric Company 750 Newark 

Avenue, Jersey City^ New Jersey, He advised that he helped set 
up business of of NYC in 1941, Concerning individuals 

who worked foy I I could recall only the following: 

a man named \ I who handled the lamp contracts and a young fellow 
who was drafted into the Army and who later returned. This 
individual's name was George and his last name was believed by 
I I to have been Koval. He stated he does not know Koval's 

current address but he was the in dividual who worked previous 
to and after his Army service for I I 


b 


jReport of SA | 
dated 10-13—53" 


at Newark 

65-57859-276) 

I Bronx, NY, and 
i Bronx, NY, both advised on 


TKey Had. never resided at 3451 Giles Place, Bronx, NY, 
nor were they acquainted with George Koval. 

(Report of SA I 
dated 4-5-54 


65-57859-291) 


at Wew TorTc 


I [ Drexel Hill, advised he 

was employed as a TrucTt ctrTver at the iiauen Electric Company, NYC, 
from approximately March, 1942, until June, 1942. He worked at 
this job for abou t 3 mo nths. lYhile he was employed at Raven 
Electric Company, | \ recalled the following other individuals 
who worked there: 




Memo from E.M. Gregg to W.A. Branigan 


Re: 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


George Koval, manager, whose present whereabouts is 

not known. 

I | has no informationcgiMLLCMing any Communist or 

espionage activity on the part of \ I or a rw other, emjoloyeeji _ 

of Raven Electric Company. (Report of SA [_ I 

dated 6-3-54 at Philadelphia 
65-57859-297) 

| | Records Section, Veterans Administration, 

NYC, on 6-S-54 pTrmHnnid a review of the file on George Koval, 

Army Serial No. 32790994. His social security number was shown 
a3 052-18-0975 and he pursued a course in electrical engineering 
at the College of the City of NY from 8-30-47 through 1-29-48. 

His residence was given as 2004 Valentine Avenue, Bronx, NY. 

| | contact division of Veterans Administration 

advised they wouTR "place a stop in George Koval's file whereby 

the NY office would be immediately notified o f ang new address _ 

obtained for Koval. (Report of SA \ 

dated 6-28-54 at NY 
65-57859-299) 

RECOMMENDATION : 

It is recommended that this memo be filed in the case 
file in this matter to facilitate future reference thereto. 




/ 

< 




ST/ £ORM NO, W 


tl «• 

’ Office Memorandum ° united states government 

' DATE: 5/21/55 


to : .Director, FBI (65-62911) 


A-from * SAC, Hew York (65-1 

/ v N r?. - f 3'0 

^dbjbct: GEORGE! KOVAL ' 1 -f /'Y ^?3aTo7r' -0 ' 

v\ ‘ ■. ."'SifiJ/ 






(OOlHY) 


3P BRTIH BHT. .I BFORMTIOH REGARDING GEORGE KOVAL 


GEORGE KOVAL was employed by the Raven. Electric Company 
(RE CK HYCU from approximately 1919 to earl? 19li3o The REG 
uasi 


b 7 


r* 

Vv 


KOVAL was inducted into tho U.S .Array on 2/b./l)3s end during 
19l(,5 i wa3 assigned to the Manhattan Engineering Project (MB?) , 
Oai4&j§lgpp,Terxu Investigation at 0aUH4te£# -reflects that 
KOvfe worked in tho Health Physics Department, Clinton 
Laboratory, and reportedly bad access to information which 
oould have varied from ^unclassified** to ., T 

Hie reported dutios consisted of tho followings [Uj 

Ho assisted in performing tochnlcal work involving the 
development of apparatus and transposition of data incidont 
to rssoarch in the development of Amy material* 

Following his honoradio discharge from the U,S«Arny 
in 194-6# KOVAL enrolled at the C olio go of the City of How York, 
where he was awarded a Bacholor of Electrical Engineering 
degree on 2/1/4.8, 


i , 


V 


The files of the Passport Office^ Department of Stato, 
reflect that KOVAL was :ls",uod a passport on 3/15/4-6# for 
proposed travel to France s Belgium, Switser2a nd, Sweden, 
end Poland, as a represenlative of the Atlas Trading Corn,NIC• 


Enc * 1 ^ 
RH 

Baltimore 


'■^COROB-S? / - 

** f ' 


4 . ^ . 


, /f 


>v * ' 


f r* 


(RH) IN05 

r-k- * 


2 - Knoxville fSn«*lT(RM) 

2 - Hew Haven (Enc*l)(R|0 
2 - St .Louis 4p^ii(RM) - V 

2 - Washington Field (Snc.l) (RH) 

i 

WCGsRCM 
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Letter to Director 
NY 65-16?56 \j 

l V 

Investigation at the Atlas Trading Corp*, NYC•* 
has failed to refleot a record of KOVAL*S employment with 
that company, or his proposed travel abroad during 191+8 o 

Departure manifest records of the M SS Americt^K 
as reviewed on 5 / 9 / 55 , rofleot that KOVAL departed the US 
at NYC on 10/6/lj.8, destined for LeHavre, Prance* His 
passage was classified as ‘’cabin-elass®^ 

I I a former acquaintance of the 

subject, has advised that KOVAL sent him a post card from 
Paris, France, during 191+8« 

Concerning KOVAL’S earlier background, the 
following is no teds -r 

‘' V l V 

He was born in Sioux City, Iowa, on 12/25/13, and 
resided in that city with his parents, ABRAM BERKO KOVAL, 
born Poland, and ETHEL nee SHENISHE,\born Poland, until 
around 1932* During 1932 or 1933, "ohe entire KOVAL family, 
including the subject and his two brothers, ISAIAH and 
GABRIEL, reportedly departed tho US for Russia* 

i . 

The dato of the subject's return to the US 
is presently unknown, as are hlo activities and oxact 
whereabouts during the years 1933-191+2* His activities 
and exact whereabouts since March, 191+8, are also,presently 
unknown* 


DE SCRIPTION (19li-6) 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Born 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Eyoo 

Hair 


GEORGE KOVAL 

Male 

Uhite 

12/25/13 9 Sioux City, Iowa 
5'Us 1 
170 lbs. 

Medium 

Brown 

Brown 
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Complexion 
Marital Status 
Occupation 
USA Serial # 
Social Security # 
Last known 
residence 


Medium-dark 

Single /• 

Electrical Engineer 

32796994 

052-1S-C975 

2004 Valentine Ave., Bronx,NY.(1948) 


In Order to develop all available background 
information for the subject, which might assist the 
investigation being conducted to ascertain his present 
whereabouts, and the nature of his past and present 
activities, the following investigation should be conducted 
by the designated officest 




-c 


V.' 




BALTIMORE 


Through utilization of Baltimore _ 
furnish known background and employment data 


□ 

a. for 1 


will 

subject listed 


I under his SSN 052-18-0975* In addition, will report the 
! inception date of subject»s coverage under Federal Social 
V Security program. 


KNOXVILLE 


Rft Tfnr.YTH 11 a T»ftT-ir>T>fr. 

Subject; was: 


n 9/3/54 > captioned, 

Jesp-r." 


"Unknown 


b' 


At Oak: Ridge, Tonnes see 
1. Will recontact^ 


]Plant 


Protection Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, to 
identify all contacts and associates of the subject during 
his tour of duty at the AEC installation. Oak Ridge* 

2. Will interview former contacts and associates 
of subject, determined to be residing in the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Knoxville Office, concerning their recollection 
of his activities. 




V tf 
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Letter to Director 
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In addition, will set out necessary leads to 
interview pertinent contacts determined to be residing out~ 
side Knoxrille Division.- 

3* Will, if deemed practicable, conduct 
neighborhood investigation in vicinity of SED Barracks, Oak 
Ridge, the subject’s reported residence during 1945• 

4* Will exhaustively Conduct investigation 
deemed pertinent to cover all possibilities of obtaining 
Information regarding subject's activitiem, employment, and 
contacts while assigned at Oak Ridge, Particular 
emphasis should be given to the following! 

Attempt to develop exact nature of subject's 
duties, and type of classified data to which he had access| 
the identity of his immediate superior officer} any record, 
such as leave record, indicating absence from Oak Ridge 
during his assignment thereat* 

NSW HAVEN 

K Will contact ELIZABETH BENTLET regarding subject. 

ST. LOUIS 


Will report all available information contained 
vin the subject's US Army service record on file at the Military 
jPersonnel Records Center. The subject's Army serial number 
I is 32790994* He was honorably discharged from the US Army 
at Camp Atterbury, Indiana,as a Technician 3rd Grade on 
^ 2 / 12 / 46 * 
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WASHINGTON PIEID 

1# Will at Central Office, IKS and Customs place 
' nation-wide lookout and stop notices so that this Bureau 
will he notified in the event subject returns to the US. 



2. Will recheck the files of the Passport Office, 
Dept, of State, concerning the following information regarding 
Passport #170092, issued to subject on 3/15/4$* 

Any indication he had resided outside the continental limits 
of US subsequent to 1932 or 1933; any indication passport 
renewed or used for travel.Sinoe his travel to LeEavre, Prance, 
on 10/6/48. 

On the basis of background data presently known 
for the subject, will review his passport record to determine 
any violation PAG Statute or grounds for loss of citizenship. 


Will oontactj 


j and 


, and 


ns 



\ | I wui yuu 

\j_| regarding subject# 

/of thofollS6?n| u Ilf^l?gS??8S? t9d tooon3ider the advisability 


bl 

b2 

D t K.v 

b'/D 


tot 


1. Request liaison representative, Paris, Prance, 


a. Check French Custom Agency at LeHavre, Prance, 
to obtain information regarding subject*s arrival thereat 
aboard ”SS America,” which departed NYC, IO/ 6 / 48 , which 
might assist in tracing subject’s present whereabouts# 

b. Through appropriate sources conduct back¬ 
ground investigation regarding subject and Atlas Trading Corp., 
NYC., at Paris, Prance, it being noted subject reportedly 

was foreign representative of that company during 194$> and 
also reportedly was in Paris, Prance, during that period# 

c. Contact LOUIS GIBARTI regarding subject. 


- 5 - 


X 
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t It is noted that ftTRA'RTT has In the past furnished 

information rec ydlnsl I previously _ 

described hflrftlrT | 

I. ~ and it is believed might be in a position to 1 b 

furnish information regarding the subject*s possible 
subversive activities* 

2* Reference Omaha report, 3/23/55* instant case* 

Will review Bureau indices for any Information 
concerning the following individuals identified above b 

report as relatives of subject: 

.. * : \ 

HARRY‘OURSHTEL - age 70 unc le - formerly 

resided Sioux City, Iowa; presently resides Los Angeles, California* 


M'd GOLDIE-'GURSHTEL nee Koval - age 58 - aunt - 
wife of HARR Y^GURSE TEL. V - «- 

SAJT^GERTZ - age 68 - uncle - resident Siou City, 
Iowa, 1922, O 

r*. PAUL.'.SILVER - age 60 - uncle - deceased 19i|4* 
Sioux City, Iowa. " { ) 

PEARL. SILVER, nee><?ertz \Kov b.\ ) - age 55 - aunt - 
formerly resided "Sioux City, Iowa; presently resides Loa 
Angeles, Calif. 


SARAH .'BEGUN, nee-J£oval - aunt - former resident 
Sioux City, Iowa;" presently resides Los Angeles, Calif. 

//?-•' 

GRACBtGSRI'Z - age 32 - cousin - born Sioux City,Iowa. 

EUGENE^SiLVER - agand EfcSkSILVER - age 
cousins, twin sons PEARL and PAUL SILVER - pha^ibly residing 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

V . J ' 


fro* 




JTS 

* v 


- 6 
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One photograph of the subject is being enclosed 
for Knoxville, New Haven, and Washington Field# 

One additional copy of this letter and photo¬ 
graph of subject has been designated for the Bureau in 
event Bureau desires to furnish copies to its liaison 
representative at Paris, France# 


For the information of the Bureau, the NYO 
has recently been successful in obtaining the subject's 
complete Selective Service file, and , as previously 
mentioned herein, has ascertained the date of the 
subject's departure from the US by conducting 
an appropriate manifest review* A report reflecting 
results of the above investigation, and logical leads 
developed therefrom, is in process of being prepared# 
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IAO, Hew York (65*16756) 


June 13, 1955 

record: 

Director, fBI (65-62911) 

~11 

"A 


4.1 


G90BGK KOVAL 

BSPIOKAQE - R 




ftettrlet 5-27-55. 

BuTilfti ars being reviewed on individuels listed on page 6 
of referenced aenorendu*, You will be advised as to pertinent results. 


IM3:hpf 

(M 



Tofsor . _ I 

Board man_ 

Nichols __ 

RWmont ! 

liar bo _ _ 

MAILED 6 

JUN3 1955 

COMM-Ff]. 

Mohr_ . _ 


Parsons _ 


Rosen __ 


Tairirr. __ 


Sizoo _ ..._ 


Winrerrowd _ 


Tele. R.ocn'. _ 

/ 

Holloman_ 


Gandy ___ 

/ 





OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

--TO: DIRECTOR -62911) 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (65-lb7bb) 

SUBJECT: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Rebulet to NY 3/2k/55, captioned "LOUIS GIBARTI,* IS-R," which 
signified the Bureau desired that immediate steps be taken to correct 
the previous characterization of LOUIS GIBARTI in all reports and letters 
prepared in the past, Rebulet directed that in all instances information 
furnished by GIBARTI should be attributed to GIBARTI by name. He should 
be characterized as "an alleged former Comintern representative whose 
credibility is not known since he has in the past furnished both reliable 
and unreliable information," Rebulet additionally instructed that the 
characterization be inserted on all copies of the communication in ink, 
noting the date of change and the initials of the person making the 
change. 



In accordance with the above, the following communication has been 
changed in the NYO to properly attribute the information to GIBARTI by 
name and characterization*. 


(Rpt«, Letter, (Date) (Agent*s Name) (Place Where (Page (T-Symbol) 
Airtel, Et c. ) Mad f) _ _ Nos,) 


iiwo i/iLiSSina: ,, 


kaI- 

New York: Paragraphs 

□ 

1 _ 

1*2,3 Pg. 

X3 



Whore this/ communication was a report, the information corresponding 
to (the T~symbol number for GIBARTI on the informant page has been marked 
"Deleted," 


V, O 

D t K.v 

l j t i J 


It is requested that the Bureau and all interested offices who 
received copies of bhe communication make changes on all copies in their 
possession. 

It is to be noted that copies of this communication were disseminated 
locally to the following NY agencies$ Non© 


These agencies have been advised by separate letter of GIBARTI*S new 
characterization and they have been advised that they may desire to change 
thoir copy of the communication accordingly. 


It is noted that a copy of the above communication was disseminated 
locally to None , It is requested that the 

Office notify this agency in writing, making reference to the communication 
which has been changed, that GIBARTI f S credibility cannot be evaluated 
since he is known to have furnished both reliable and unreliable information 
and the agency may desire to change the copy of the communication in its 
^possession accordingly. . g. ' . . ,/ * £# 

~ _ Omaha (b£-b09) (kM) 0 

cc - Washington Field (65r&9&L), (RM) 

. < 

*5 r* - 


1 - Bufilo 61-6629 
1 - 


■J*- ' n' 

MY 105>-126l-Subfile 
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65-62911 


2a tet 

To: 


front 


Subject: 


Juno 14, 1955 

Mr, Dennis A. flinn 
Director 

Office of Security 
Department of State 
515 22nd Street, Jf • 
Washington, D, C . 


BT CO 111 I EH SERVICE 


(or i g <$■ 1J 


W, 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau ef Inueetigation 

GEORGE tOVAL 
ESPIOfAGE - R 



Tolson _ 

Bcwrdn^n __ 

Nichols _ 

Oefmont__. 

JlilJ-LHl _... 

Mohr _ 

Parsons ___ 

Rosen _ _ 

Tamm _ 

Si?oo__ 

Winterrowd 
Tele. Room- 


[ 


The source designated as I L oi- 
aL ttts summn.ru report of Special Agent I 


none 


dated Oeteber 29, 1954, aT" 


Me w Tors, forwarded to you in this natter is 
Louie Gibarti, More accurately described as an 
alleged former Coninterm representative whose 
credibility is not know* mince he has in the past 
furnished both reliable and unreliable information . 

The above is set forth for your convenience 
in the event you »tmh to amend this report accordingly, 


cc - l - Director 


BT COURIER SERVICE 


/ 


Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, M. W. 
ffaehtnpton, D. C, 

Attention t Deputy Director, Plane 

cc - 1 - Assistant Chief of Staff, (h-2 
Department af the Army 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25, D. C. 

cc - 1 - Mr. Armando di Girolamo (By routing t 
Chief, Records Aaministration Branch 

ELI G: alp 

(«) 


' V 

C 

L 


/ 


a. 


/O 

u 


tr 

ip Q-ti 
on same d 


0 


/l ; <y 


:Lz-. / vy -6 

JUN171955 


BY CGUR1SR 4V.Q. 

7 5 JUN 1 5 

COMM > FBI 


0\ 






Letter for Mr, Bennie A . flinn 
J>i rector 

Office of Security 
Department ef State 


cc - I - Captain Jahn 4i tatere 
Streeter of Security 
Atomic Energy C©n*f»»ien 
Boom £314, T»5 Building 
16it and Conetitution Aue, t il, I. 
iuehington 25, h* C. 



Tolson_ 

Board man_ 

Nichols - - ._ 

Belmont 

Harbo ..._ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons ._ 

Rosen__ 

Tamm ___ 

Sizoo__ 

linterrowd _ «■ £ m 

Tele. Room 
Holloman . . 

Gandy _ 



* 


, < • 


standard form no. 

'Office Memorandum • united states government 

TO 

W 1! 

Director, FBI (65-62911) 

SAC, Omaha (65-609) 

date: June 7, 1955 

i^.> 

V 

SUBJECT: 

GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 

ReBulet to New York dated A/7/55* 

%• 

/ ' / 

/ 


Ehclosed herewith are tvo photographs of subject KOVAL which 
are the official high school graduation pictures that appeared in the 
1929 issue of the “Maroon and WhiteP yearbook issued by Central High School, 
Sioux City, Iowa; two photographs of subject KOVAL which were taken from 
a group photograph appearing in the 1929 issue of the "Maroon and White" 
yearbook; and two photographs of subject KOVAL which were obtained at 
the Registrar^ Office of the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, which 
photograph is dated September 19, 1929. No other photographs of subject 
are available at either Central High School, Sioux City, Iowa, or at the 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, . 

Also enclosed herewith are two photographs of ISAIAJrt?OVAL, 
brother of subject GEDRGjS<'K6vAL, which photograph is the official graduation 
photograph appearing in the 1929 issue of the "Maroon and Whited yearbook 
issued by Central High School, Sioux City, Iowa, 

No other photographs of relatives of the subject are available. 


Copies of the above-listed photographs are being forwarded to 
) the New York, Los Angeles, and Washington Field Offices; however, the 

; photograph of subject GEORGE KOVAL taken at the University of Iowa is not 

being furnished the New York Office at this time inasmuch as that office 
ha6 previously been furnished a copy of this photograph. 


RUC. 

Enclosures (8) 
HAT:mw 


r-J 
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: -flUBED-M. 1 

hmxEP-99 
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RE: GBDRGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


8 Enclosures to the Bureau (65-62911) c 

Two (2) photos of subject KOVAL (official high school graduation 
picture) taken from 1929 Issue of "Maroon and WhiteP yearbook, 
issued by Central High School, Sioux City, Ia« 

Two (2) photos of subject KOVAL taken from group photo appearing 
in 1929 issue of "Maroon, and VJhiteP yearbook 


Two (2) photos of subject KOVAL obtained from Registrar's Office, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, la. (photo dated 9/19/29) 


Two (2) photos of ISAIAH KOVAL (official graduation photo) taken 
from 1929 issue of "Maroon and White" yearbook. 


From FBI, Omaha (65-609) 
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FEDERAlfcBUREAU OF INVBBTIGATION 




N* | 

THW CAH OAtaiNATTO AT 


NEW YORK 


DVOWlWktt 

DATE WHEN 
MADS 


REPORT MAOS BY A ’ J 3 

___n_ 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


se| 

J Pas 

tm* 

GEORGE^KOVAL 

CHARACTER OF CASK 

b7C 

ESPIONAGE - R 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

Subject served In U.S. Army from 2-4-43 to 2-12-46. 
honorable discharge. Inactive ERC service 2-4-43 to 
Background and descriptive data set out. 


Received 

2 - 11 -/ 13 . 


6 -t 


- ruc 


DETAILS! AT ST. LOUTS, MISSOURI 


A review on June 3» 1955 of the Army service record on 
file at the Adjutant General's Office, Military Personnel Records 
Center, World War IT Unit, Department of the Army, for GEORGE 
KOVAL, Army Serial No. 32790994* indicates that he was Inducted 
into the U.S. Army on February 4, 1943 and entered on active 
duty on February 11, 1943 at Fort Dix, New Jersey. He was 
honorably discharged on February 12, 1946 as a Technician 3rd 
Grade from the Separation Center at Camp Atterbury, Indiana 
by reason of demobilization. He served in the Enlisted Reserve 
Corps, inactive status, February 4* 1943 to February 11, 1943. 
additional reserve service Indicated. He served no time in 
foreign service. He was. awarded the Good Conduct Medal, World 
War II Victory Medal and American Theater Service Ribbon. His 
character and efficiency rating ranged from unknown to excellent. 
There is no record of courts-martial or absence without leave. 


No 




APPROVED AND 
FORWAROKDi 


SPECIAL A9SNT 

IN CHAROS 


OOnD OF THIS REPORT 


Bureau (65-62911) 
New York (65-16756) 
St. Louis (65-1914/ 


DO NOT WRITS IN THW* SPACES 


6r.: 1 1 £ 1 | 


- SO 



PROPERTY OF FBI—This report Is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be 
distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 





















SL 65-1914 

The following background and descriptive information is 
contained in the record • 


Date & Place of Birth 

December 25> 1913> Sioux City, 

Iowa. 

Height 

5’ni" 

Weight 

170 lbs. 

Race 

White 

Hair 

Brown 

Eyes 

Brown 

Complexion 

Brunet 

Build 

Medium 

Education 

Attended City College of New York, 
New York, New York under the Army 
Specialized Training Program 

(194344) 

Civilian Occupation 

Counterman in an electrical supply 
house 

Military Occupation 

Engineering Aide 

Addresses 

3470 Cannon Place, Bronx, New Y 0 j»k 


(1943) 

314-51 Giles Place, Bronx, New York 
(1943-47) 


Relatives 

Friend - TILLIPH9-5LVER, 3451 

Giles Place, Bronx, New York 

Employments 

Electrical Supply Distributor 

(1942-43) 

LDB # 

126 at Bronx, New York 

Order # 

129 2A 

ss # 

052-18-0975 

V©t. Adm. Claim # 

C-12444012 

Miscellaneous 

No photograph of subject was eonta: 
in the file. 

- RITC - 





SL 105-1914 




REFERENCE; 



New York letter to Bureau dated 5-*27-55» 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


" 3 - 



65-68911 



Tic 



0 



AIR COUHXR 


Date! June 13, 1955 

(orlg. 1,1) 

Tot legal Attach* 

fturli, Trance 

Front Dirac tear, FBI 

O 

Subject; GEOaCB OVAL 
ESPlDMtt - H 



Transmitted herewith is a copy of Saw York Naoraodixa 
of May 27, 1955/ in which (yagas 5-6) the Bureau la requested to 
cocaidnr the advisability of certain investigation in Franc*. It 
is suggested that you arrange for a check to be aade of pertinent 
government r e c o r d s which might contain Information concerning the 
subject's arrival at La Havre, France, aboard the 88 '’America” and 
his specific destination. It is also suggested that through 
established official contacts you make every effort to develop 
any and all information concerning the subject, his activities 
and contacts in France, possible departure therefrom and present 
whereabouts. 


■y*- afc 

' '^-5r 


a In the absence of specific Indication that Louis Qlbarti 

0 - / Is In possession of pertinent information concerning George Koval, 
it la not believed that he should be contacted in this matter* 


hi ‘ 


/ • . 

> 




V. 


IncInsure (1) 

co i 1 i- Hew York ( 65 - 16756 )(Info) 
tc s -1»- Foreign Service Desk 
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REPORT MADE AT 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



PERIOD FOR WHICH MADS 

3/30ji*/7,8,15728, 

25> ; 5/2,I2j6/3/SS 



TTTUE >, \ 

CHARACTER OF CAES 


V 1. 

GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R v. >; 

& ^ ^ ’’ 

3 

i 


Subjects father, ABRAM KOVAL, issued Passport No. 1*99861 on 5*M-32 
for return to Russia, England, and Poland to work. Passport included 
KOVAL'S wife and three sons, ISAIAH, GEORGE, and GABRIEL. Subject's 
father naturalized 9-8-19, at Sioux City, Iowa, Records of I I con- 

tain no information relating to subject and members of his family. 

No record located for subject at Immigration and Naturalization Service. 


.:mh 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The records of the Passport Office, Department of State, were 
reviewed on April 15, 1955, and reflected -that the subject's father, 
ABRAM BERKO KOVAL, was issued Passport Number 1*99861 on May 11*, 1932. 
This passport was issued for travel to England, Poland, and Russia for 
the purpose of employment and included ABRAM BERKO KOVAL, ETHEL KOVAL, 
his wife, and three sons, ISAIAH, GEORGE, and GABRIEL. The file 
revealed that ABRAM KOVAL was born on January 3, 1883, at Pinsk, Russia, 
and entered the United States in 1910, and had resided in Sioux City, 
Iowa, from 1910 to 1932. His wife, ETHEL KOVAL, was born on August 10, 
1891. at Pinsk, Rus sia. ABRAM listed his children as ISAIAH, born on 

I GECRGE,_bprn December_25, 1 913: and GABRIEL, born 

ill at Sioux City, Iowa. ABRAJ^ K^VAL' s address in Mi 

# !r p£C;W J . S L -- 

V s - r -- 





6 - Bureau (65-62911) (Encle^^i*) 

3 - New York (65-l6?56)(Encls. J*)(RM) n 

1 - Omaha (65-609)(Ends. l*)(RMXlnfo.) 

2 - Washington field (65-6901) 


ECORDED • 26 


,IUN 16 1955 



PROPERTY OF FBI—This report is loaned to you by theTBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be 
tflt > distributed outside the agency *« w^lqane*!. coiF^ENTIAL 
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1932 was listed as 619^ Virginia Avenue, Sioux City, Iowa. He indicated 
in his passport application that he intended depart from the United 
States on approximately dune 1, 1932. Identifying witness on the passport 
application was GOLDIE^&URSHTEL, 2028 Jones Street, no town or state 
indicated. ABRAM KOVAL applied for instant passport at the United States 
District Court, Sioux City, Iowa, on May 13 > 1932. ABRAM KOVAL was 
described in his passport application as follows} i*9 in 1932; 5 feet 
9 inches tall; dark brown hair, graying; brown eyes; occupation, carpenter. 


The records of the Passport Office, Department of State, contain 
no information relating to the return to the United States of the subject 
or any of the members of his immediate family. /},Jf //,/ ^ 

/'/• V7? 1 , i-tt LLlI " f)J 

On April 28, 1955# Special ^mployee l | reviewed the 

naturalization file on the subject's father, ABRAM B.'TCOVAL, at the Central 
Office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. The file reflected 
that ABRAM B. KOVAL was born on January 3* 1883, at Pinsk, Russia, and was 
naturalized on September 8, 1919, at the United States District Court, 
Woodbury County, Sioux City, Iowa. KOVAL's address was listed as 1013 
Virginia Street, Sioux City, Iowa. INS records revealed that KOVAL was 
married to EIHEhKOVAL, who was born on August 16, 1890, and that he 
arrived in the United States on April 28. 1910„ at Galveston, Texas. His 
family included ISIAL.I 1 GEORGE, born December 25, 19lh; 

and GABRIEL, bor nl I all in the state of Iowa, city not 

indicated. ABRAM KOVAL'S INS file contained no information of a derogatory 
nature, and there was no evidence of loss of citizenship. 

. a '■ P i ; * r 

The files of | | another government agency that conducts 

personnel and security-type investigations, reviewed on April 8, 1955s 
contained no information relating to the subject or any of the members of 
his immediate family \ 


On May 12, 1955, Special Employee | j caused a 

search to be made of INS records at the Central Office and no identifiable 
record was located for the subject. 


ENCLOSURES ; TO THE BUREAU, NEW YORK, AND OMAHA : 

Two passport photographs of subject taken in 19U8, , 

TWo passport photographs of ABRAM, ETHEL, ISAIAH, >'■' 
GEORGE, and GABRIEL KOVAL taken as a family group 
in May, 1932. 1 
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WO 65-6901 



Identity 
of Source 

Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 

Date 

Received » 

Agent to 
whom 

Furnished 

File Number 
where 
Located 



l 




Record check 
i^-8-55, negative 

k-8-55 

saI 1 

i i 

Instant 

file 


Careful consideration has been given to the source concealed 
and a T-symbol was utilized only in that instance where the identity 
of the source must be concealed. 


LEADS 


OMAHA DIVISION; (INFORMATION) 


One copy of instant report is being furnished the Omaha Division for 
information inasmuch as additional investigation is pending in that office. 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: 


AT WASHINGTON, D. G . 


f 1. 

i 




1 

i 


2 . 


3 . 


Will place nation-wide lookout and stop notices with 
Central Office, Immigration and Naturalization Service 
and Customs for subject. 

Will recheck subject’s passport file for any information 
indicating residence outside the United States subsequent 
to 1932 or 1933 and establish any violation FAG Statute 
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REFERENCES 


Ctaaha report dated March 23, 1955, and Bulet to WFO dated 
April 11, 1955. 

New York letter dated May 27, 1955* 
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Name 


t 


bl 



George Koval 
Past Residences Other than USSR 


1922-1932 
191*1-191*3 
1 9k$ 

Fall, 191*6- 
Fall, 191*8 


619 Virginia Street, Sioux City, Iowa 
31*70 Cannon Place, Bronx, New York 
SED ^arracks, oak Ridge, Tennessee 

2001* Valentine Avenue, Bronx, New York 


Description 


Sex 

Race 

Born 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Occupation 
Jiarital Status 


Hale 

White 

December 25, 1913, Sioux City, Iowa 
6» 

1 ? 0-175 pounds 
Black - dark brown 
Brown 

Kedium - dark 
Electrical Engineer 
Single 


Relatives 


Father 

ilother 

Brother 

Brother 


Abram Berko Koval - age 72 
Ethel, nee Sher-iske - age 65 
Isaiah Kwai - age 1*3 
fiafcriel Koval - age 36 
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Activities 


Investigation concerning tho subject has established that 
during 19h2 he was employed with the Ra ven Electric Company, New York, 
New York, owned by| |a prime suspect for the 

unknown Soviet agent known by the code name l I During 

1 9hS he was employed in the Health and Physics Department of the 
lianhattan Project, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where he had access to 1 
material that could have varied from^unclassified^to^tfiiiieefatT^ ,. ?i 
In 19W3, while allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading CorporationJj j 
New York, New York, as a ”commissioned representative,” he Vras 
issued a passport for travel to various European countries, which 
included Poland. His whereabouts since that period are unknown. 
Available background data developed in Sioux City, Iowa, reflects that 
Koval is a native born United States citizen of polish- derivation, 
who departed the United States in 1932 with his parents and brothers. 
He possibly, resided in Russia, or outside the United States, from 
1932 to 1939 or 19U1- He was educated as an Electrical* Engineer at 
the University of Iowa during 1929 to 1932, and received a 
Eachelor of Electrical Engineering Degree at the City College of 
New York in 19U8. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Met, ._ ium ♦ -united 

to s DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


•l 

GOVERNMENT 
DATE: June 24, 1955 






FROM :SACj NEW HAVEN (65-1717) 

SUBJECT: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
Origin: New York 


Re New York letter to Bureau 5/27/55 requesting that 
ELIZABETH BENTLEY be contacted regarding the subject. 


On 6/21/55 Miss ELIZABETH T. BENTLEY, a self-admitted 
form al* flovi at astrinnacrfl pgont . orally advised Special 
Agen t I that the March, 1948 pass¬ 

port photograph of GEORGE KOVAL was completely unfamiliar 
to her and that she was also unfamiliar with the description 
and background of KOVAL set forth in referenced letter* 

-RTJC- 


SFDzfml 

(5) 

cc: (2) New York (65-16756) 
REGISTERED MAIL 


^j 4 

■ V 






FEDERAL BUREALT OF INVESTIGATION 


FD-7B 

O-B-M) 


FORM No. 1 

THIS CMS ORIGINATES AT 


NEW YORK 


REPORT mam at 

NEW YORK 


TITLE 


A) 

•EKC 


ll/iyreapregrflfe |«fq«t*ap~ 

l#» 25; t- 


- j e n 

yt* 


GEORGE KOVAL 


ft. t, Tir:’’ CONTAINED 

155: 'i .O. 

U ,'i»f 1'«LLV.U. oiiO>*E 

- MUMBica -•- 
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CHARACTER OR CASS 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 


] former acquaintance of subject, recontacted 


end advised subject's whereabouts remain unknown to him. 

Has not heard from KOVAL since receipt of postcard from 
Paris, Prance, during 1948* Believes subject’s evasive 
tactics regarding his employment abroad during 1943 suggestive 
that KOVAL engaged in ’iaI -iai +-y ” Parents of 

subject’s girl friyid. l ,_I nns^ibly residing 


_| nronx, ax. i _Jassigned to 

subject’s Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) class. 
College of the City of New York (CCNY), 1943-1944, 
advised has not heard from subject since 1948. Has no 
information regarding subject’s present employment or 
whereabouts. Subject tfriendlv with ASTP students, fiflwv. 
named ARNOLD KRAMIShJ 1 J 

mOLD~ mM!tsirBgl'je vad nnesen 1~Jv working , f or AEC, place 

are believed to b 
escribed'KOVAL as 





9 ** 


unknown 



t 


rjN* worklng^ip jusu, usk. wage.'iTennessee. _ 

v- *S lovalcitl 2 en about wham he has no knowledge of derogatory: 
V*- J- Information. I I assigned to ASTP, CC2JY, 1945 

-ii} through 1944 and acquainted with subject 1948-1943> advised 

did not inmrasi^L^ 




friend. w 


A*" 4C«a»*%A*/A 


""fire 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED* 


TC 


S$t 


as "only true A 
Based upon subject’s evasive tactics regarding v ' 

« «^m,4 

risr**'": /<& 

- 



3F 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARQB 


£ r Bu?SSu TO^®911) (KM) 

" Boston (RM) 

^ ” Knoxville (Info) (RM) 

COPIES CONTINUED, SEE NEXT PAGE 
«JSr\, T'-Kto" York (bS-lbKb )— - 

I/* 1 * 


II 


OO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

n 



TO JUN 30«55 



i 






PROPERTY OF FBI This report; is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to 1 

4 outside of agency to, which loaned. 


;\RC. '» 



■ s: 




a. s. wmnvt fiiktimo emn 1M0RM 













NY 65-167^6 


his foreign emplo 
subsequent to 


ployme 


ent and h is failure to contact friends, 

. I I believes subject may b e invo lved 

in “irre gular activity.” Information fu rnished by | I 

] REC, requested 


reflects^_ 

subject’s Selective Service deferment for occup ational reasons 


during 1942. WILL! 
Consultant at REC 
Jersey, and[ 


1LM 


A» ROSE described by 


f 


OCCUP 

□ 


as Engineering 


North Plainfield, Nea_ 

J Brooklyn, NY, described by |j as 


potential successors to subject’s position with REC. 


h9 


-P- 


DETAILS: 

INFORMATION FURNISHED By[ 


Street. New York City, was r econtacted by SA5 I I b7c 

I I on May 18, 1955# and advised 

the followings 

He has no knowledge regarding the present 
whereabouts of the subject. His last communication from 
the subject was a postoard from Paris, France, postmarked 
during the Fall of 19i|8* This postoard, which has been 
destroyed, neither reflected a return address, nor information 
pertinent to the subject’s activities or employment. 

KOVAL possibly has been employed in the construction 
of an eleotrioal power plant in Poland, which assumption 
is based upon KOVAL’s statements made prior to his departure 
from the United States concerning his anticipated employment 
abroad* The circumstances leading to the subject’s employ¬ 
ment abroad are unknown. In retrospect, the fact that 
KOVAL was vague and evasive concerning his departure from 


COPIES CONTINUED 

2 - Los Angeles (RM) 

2 - Newark (RM) 

1 - Washington Field (Info) (RM) 
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the United States during 1948 suggests the possibility he 
may have been engaged in some type of Clandestine activity. 


The whereabouts 
unknown, but i t is 
be residing at I 


Of[ 


fr 


] is presently 


believed that h er parents may presently 


Bronx, New York. 


[ 


i 


] whose addr ess was previously 

] Bronx, New York, is 


indicated aa_ 

residing atL_ 

|_| is employed at a research laboratory sponsored by 


J New York 63, New York, 


the University of Columbia located at Dobbs Perry, New York, 


[ 


] 


were 


] 


described as members of the Army Specialized Training 
Program (ASTP), Coll ege of the City of N ew York (CCNY) from 
1943 to June, 1944* I I are recalled as "close 

acquaintances" of the subject during his ASTP assig nment 
at CCNY durin g 1943-1944* It I s "believed that both I 
and l I should be in a position to furnish detailed 

information regarding the subjects activities at CCNY during 
the period of his assignment with the ASTP. 

Regardin g! L mentioned above, it 

is noted that whenI I was originally interviewed by 

SA I I on February 23, 1955, he advised that 

the subject had been dating her Ju3t prior to his departure 
from the United States in 1946* 


,-During the occasion of his interv iew on Februa ry 23, 

lQ 1 ^. I _lalan adviaad SAI ~~ 1 that ! I 

|_| Bronx, New York, is a 

former acquaintance of the subject and knew the subject at 
CCNY during the period 1943-1944 and 1946-1948* 


INFORMATION FURNISHED By[ 


on February 23, 1955, that [ 


] advised SA C 


I 


Road, Baldwin, New York, was a member of the subjeot*s 
ASTP class at CCNY and might be in a position to furnish 
pertinent information regarding KOVAL*s former associates 
and past activities. 







<v-. 


\ / • 
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On May 4, 1955* was interviewed 

at his place of employment, Republic Aviation* (rUiflQfl . 

Missile Division* Hicksville, New York, by SA |_| 

I I and advised the following* 


He was in the subject’s ASTP class at CCNY from 
September, 1943 to September, 1944* After the completion 
of the course, he believed the subject was assigned to 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee* He met him after World War II in 
1946 when the subject returned to CCNY for the completion 
of hi3 education* At that time the subject was working 
for some X-ray laboratory and attending CCNY* He has not 
heard from the subject since 194& And does not know where 
he is at this time or where he was employed after 194&* 


While at CCNY* 

and it is believed by]_ 

CCNY, would remember KOVAL* 
student a at CO 


the sub ject was a bri lliant st 
jthat Professor [ 


ntj 



The subje ct was irxenai.y wifn 
named ARNOLBJHttMISH, I I and 


| KRAMISH is presently working for the 
CoJfSfftssion, location unknown, and I 


Oak Ridge, Tennessee* 


are working for the Atomic Energy Commission at 


_ Based upon his association with the subject, 

I I is of the opinion that KOVAL was a loyal American 

citizen concerning whom he cannot recall derogatory 
information* 


The indices of the NqW York Office, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, on May 9* 1955* reflected no derogatory infor¬ 
mation that could ba determined identifiable with ARNOLD 
KRAMISH *! H on the 

basis of background Information presently known for those 
individuals• 


INFORMATION FURNISHED BY I I 

I ~1 was contacted at his place of 

employment* Hudson Labo ratories* Columbia University* Dob bs 
Farrv. N flw York, by SAS I I 

I on May 25* 1955* and advised the following* 
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He met the subject at CCNY during the Pall of 
1943 while he and the latter were members of the ASTP and 
was in contact with KOVAL until June, 1944* which time 
the subject was assigned to the Atomio Energy * 
installation at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, After World War II, 
he renewed his acquaintance with KOVAL when the latter 
returned to CCNY in the Pall of 1946 to complete his 
studies for a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering Degree, 

He was in contact with KOVAL from 1946 through the Pall of 
1948* at which time the subject departed the TJnlted States 
in conjunction with employment rocallod to be connected 
with an "electrical power development in Poland,” 

His contact with KOVAL during the latter*s 
United States Army service as a member of the ASTP, CCNY, 
was restricted to a "fellow-student" relationship during 
which time he cannot recall any activity, statement, or 
association by the subject which would have suggested his 
involvement in subversive activity. He has no reason to 
believe that KOVAL*s assignment at the Atomic Energy 
* * * installation, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during 1944 

was the result of a preconceived plan by KOVAL citing as 
fact that assignments thereto of members of KOVAL*s ASTP 
class were unknown by the trainees involved, and also wore 
afforded top security regulations by tho United States 
Army, 


fie has no specific knowledge regarding KOVAL*s 
duties at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, but based upon statements 
made by the subjoct, it appears as though his duties 
consisted of electrical research work. He Is unable to 
relate whether or not KOVAL had access to classified data 
or material while at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 

During the period 1946-1948, KOVAL*s activities 
are best described as typical of a "veteran attending 
college under the provisions of tho GI Bill of Rights," 
KOVAL was an excellent student of electrical engineering, 
and also was exceptionally active in fraternal affairs at 
CCNY. Ho apparently relied entirely on his "GI benefits" 
for his stipport, and consequently confined his entire 
activity to school work and related social events. 


, 5 , 




sl ' 


i 
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During this period KOVAL did make statements 
reflecting pro-Soviet sympathies but did not give the 
impression of being a Communist or a political fanatic* 

As an example, KOVAL, upon being questioned concerning a 
disputable issue involving the governments or foreign 
policy of Russia and the United States, without exception 
would attempt to logically set forth a favorable position 
for Russia. He did not enter into these discussions unless 
specifically questioned concerning a pertinent issue. 

The only information recalled regarding KOVAL’S 
early background is that he was born in Sioux City, Iowa, 
and, according to his statements, was orphaned during his 
early childhood. KOVAL never indicated that he had resided 
outside the United States at any time. 

__KOVAL’S closest frien d was in all probability 

I T the Raven Electric Company (REC) 

in Few York City where KOVAL was employed for several 
years p-n^n-n to Mb ft-mny service. KOVAL remarked that he 
had visit ed I I residence on many occasions, and also 

described ! | as his ’’only true friend.” 

Th e onl? s ignificant information recalled 
;oncerning | I la that he was extremely friendly with 

, I_jt professor or electrical engineering at the Massachusetts 

Trnstituta of technolog y who was instrumental in securing 
j | part time employment with the 

General Electric Company subsequent to World War II. The 
professor is recalled as being of Russian derivation and 
was mentioned by KOV AL on seve ral occasions as being a 
clos e acquaintance ofl I It is also r ecalled that 

bot hl I were graduates 

of tne Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

V 

Subsequent to being awarded his electrical en¬ 
gineering degree at CCNY during 194^* KOVAL stated that 
he had obtained employment in connection with the construction 
of an electrical power plant in Poland. He was extremely 
evasive as to how ho obtained this employment and the 
length of time he expected to remain abroad in conjunction 
with it. With the exception of sending a postcard to several 
of his friends in Mew York City during the Pall of 194®# 
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KOVAL has not contacted any of his friends or associatos in 
tho United States sinco leaving for Poland. On the basis 
of his unknown employment in Poland and in consideration 
of his apparent pro-Russian thinking, it is highly probable 
that KOVAL is engaged, or has been engaged, in "irregular 
activity" which might possibly include subversive acts 
against tho United States. 

| 1 described the following individuals as 

being in a position to possibly furnish information 
pertinent to KOVAL*s past activities. 

I-1 J last known to be residing at 

I I Culver City, California, was 

stationed with the subject at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and 
possibly might recall information regarding KOVAL*s activities 
thoroat. 


! | Electrical Engineering Instructor, 
-194b, whose present employment and residence 
address are unknown, was closoly acquainted with KOVAL 
during the period 1946-1948. 

believed to be presently employed 
at CCNY as a Laboratory Technician, was acquainted with 
KOVAL just prior to the latter*s departure from the United 
States during the Pall of 1948* 


Tho indices of tho New York Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as re viowed on May 9, 1955. ref lected 
no derogatory information for | | or 


| | who has furnished reliable i nformation in 

■h-ho T'nafcj art trig on October 26. 19 Il 8*T that I I 

_I also known as I "I 


I of the Raven Electric 
Company, Incorporated, New York, New York, 


_Ln{-oKPTP1-j o*J 

/efe. dto I 


W) 


] 


1 ^ HU ''VJ s 6/ ■<* SS. feci pe„ 

-3-Oi- Sp3_gr?/o*_ «a- /3-oS. Vfety 
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INFORMATION FURNISHED BYI I b2 

__ “ 4 - 1 b7D 

I I who has furnished reliable Information in 
the past, furnished the following information pn May 195583 

o^> M Bara'S, hi* rvnifi)*!* C/* lifted 
OTO I- 3 -0&. 5P3^rralCPiL <& -\ r b-OSt- 
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On January 2, 1941# tho subject indicated his 
residence to be 3470 Cannon pla ce, Apartment 1-42# Bronx* 
New York, in care of ABRAHAM^SHSiVER* 

On March 14, 1941# KOVAL advisedQ_|that he 

was employed with the REC, 11 West 25th Street, New York 
City# as a ’’Counterman". 

-On February 25# 19b 2 \ , I 

f REC, directed an affidavit to Local Board 
12b, Selective Service System, Bronx, Now York, request¬ 
ing an occupational deferrment of KOVAL’s induction 
Into Uni ted States military service. In this request, 

I Idoscribod S0V4L na..thq manager of the REC, and_ 

ds the company*3 "key man". I I wrote that the REC 

was engaged in the electrical supply and equipment 
business,-and—uas a distributor for the General Eloctric 

Company. |_|noted that the REC had contractual 

agreements with the United States Government for the 
Army and Navy which included orders for ’’Bonnott Field" 
and the "New Foundland Base, Incorporated"« 


On Juno 22, 1942. 1 1 directed 

a letter to Local Board 12b, Selective Service Systom, 
Bronx, Now York, which reflected tho following pertinent 
informat ion: 


to 


It was noted that every effort was bolng made C 
train a ranlacam anh for GEORGE KOVAL' 

Brooklyn, Now York, 


described 
position at 


hy | 

t REC* 


North Plainfield, New Jersey, wore 
] as possible successors,to KOVAL’s 


On July 20, 1942, WILLIAM A** ROSE, Contractual 
Electrical Enginoor Consultant with tho REC, appeared at 
Local Board 126 to request an oxtonsion of KOVAL’s 
Seloctivo Service deferment for occupational reasons. 
ROSE displayed a Coast Guard Card with Serial #712441 
issued by tne Port of New York to identify himself* 


b 7 C 


WILLIAM A. ROSE 


The books and records of the REC in tho possession 
of the David Strauss Company Auctioneers, 50 Wost 29th 


9 - 


tr tr 
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Street# New York City# as reviewed by SA l I 

during March# 1952# reflected a 194° Manufacturers 
Trust Company check book for the REC* The following 
appeared on the check book stubs: 

Stub #1058 dated ;*ugust 18# 1942, #50 to 
W. A* ROSE for travel expense* 

Stub #1248 dated December 5, 1942, $75 cash 
to W. A. ROSE for expenses to Knoxville, Tennessee. 

\ Stub #1436 dated February 27, 1943, $85 to 
W. A* ROSE for travel to Washington and Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

The Loans and Exchanges Account for the REC 
covering the period January 1, 1949. to February 8. 19 ^1 
was checked o n March 21. 19^2. by-SA| |at 

the office of I H at 146 Nassau Street, New 

York City* Included In the records for that account was 
the following notation: 
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On Ma y 25, 


SSH=I 



wrote to 


or Mexican twine. 


1 Rutherford, New Jorsoy, regarding the sale 


SA 

19. 




J±l 2 _j££lL 1 owing investigation was conducted by 
_| at Rutherford, Now Jersey, during May, 


[ 


4 


Police 


Rutherfor 

Departmenti advisod he did not know anyone o: 

Rutherford, by the name of ROSE. He advised tnat tnore was 
no information on this name in the Rutherford Police 
Department records. 

The Tax Collector's records maintained at 


TiTo ■! _ j mrnar. i ffnti nw 


Rutherford City Hall reflected])_, 

as the registered owner of the property at[ 

Rutherford, 

conducted at l __ _| 

Rutherford, New Jersey, reflected that WILLIAM A, ROSE was 
unknown to the residents at those addresses. 


The Passaic and Bergen County Credit B ureau. 
Patiarson. New Jersey, rocords were checked by SE 

re 


I_| during May, 1952, and reflected no rooord for a 

T.T T T T T A Tiif A T> /"kClTH _J_n_■» • . -i-t j-, . — — 


1 


[ 


WILLIAM A, ROSE on Ridge Road in Rutherford, Now Jersey. 


1 


i Tvhr»111 crnnp.fl 


[ 


another government agency which conducts 

mrn chi ftotri o ' * " * ’ ‘ 


^isod during 1944 that 
_| Brooklyn, New York, signed 


] 


an independent Nominating Petition of the Communist 
Party (CP) on August 20, 1940, and on January 11. 19k2. 

He also signed a-CP petition while residing atf 
Avenue. Brooklyn, New York. The informant advised that 
I—_ I acknowledged signing the CP petitions and admitted 

attending CP meetings from 1935 to 1939 and contributing 
small sums to the CP from 1935 to 1938, although he denied 
that he was ever a member of the CP, 

The CP haB been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


bl 


b2 
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REGARDING THE SUBJECT *S DEPARTURE 
FROM THE UNITED STATES IN 19ii8 

The Departure Manifest records for the year 1940 
of the ”SS America” as maintained by the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service at 641 Washington Street, New York 
City, were reviewed on May % 1955# and reflected the 
following: 


GEORGE KOVAL, age 34* born Sioux City, Iowa, 
departed the United States at New York City on October 6* 
1940* asa ”cabin-class passenger” aboard the ”SS America*” 
KOVAL indicated his residence as 2004 Valentine Avenue* 
Bronx, New York, and his destination as Le Havre, France. 
He also indicated that he would remain abroad for a period 
of six months. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 


IDENTITY OF 
SOURCE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 

AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE 

OF INFORMATION RECEIVED 


AGENT TO 
WHOM 

FURNISHED 


FILE NO, 

WHERE 

LOCATED 


REC 


10/26/i|9 


65-14743- 

143 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT»D) 


INFORMANTS (CONT>D) 

DATE OF ACTIVITY AGENT TO FILE NO, 

IDENTITY OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE WHOM WHERE 

SOURCE_OF INFORMATION RECEIVED FURNISHED LOCATED 


Bronx, NY 


Army 


P 11/6/53 

& 

Ir4 

C{* sS/f-zcd 

o&ft |er«_ OTb k-AO-Ol 

Background info 5/8/55 

re subjeot_ 

Info re RECil I 



USED TO DOOUMENT[ 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report 
only in those instances where the identity of the source 
must bo conoealed, 

MISCELLANEOUS 


' For the information of the Boston and Newark 
Divisions, which offices have not received a prior communication 
concerning this case, the following brief summary is noted: 

Investigation concerning the subject has established 
that during 1942 he was empl oyed with the Raven Electric 
Company, New York, New York, | | 

a prime suspeot for the unknown Soviet agent known by the 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT*D) 
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1 During 1914-5 he was employed in the 


Ml DC ELLANBOUS (CONT' D) 
code name I _ 

Health and Physics Department of the Manhattan Project, 

Oak Ridge* Tennessee, where he had access to material that 
could have varied from "unclassified" to uuui'utl? In 

1948, while allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading 
Corporation, New York City, as a "commissioned representative, 
he was issued a passport for travel to> various European 
countries, which included Poland, On C0/6/lig} he departed 
the United States aboard the ”SS America 11 destined for 
Le Havre, France, His whereabouts since that period are 
unknown. Available background data developed in Sioux 
City, Iowa, reflects that KOVAL is a native born United 
State* citizen of Polish derivation, who departed the United 
States in 1932 with his parents and brothers. He possibly 
resided in Russia, or outside the United States, from 1932 
to 1939 or 1941, He was educated as an Electrical Engineer 
at the University of Iowa during 1929 to 1932, and received 
a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering Degree at the College 
of tho City of New York 

This report has been classified as "SS g&jT"' inasmuch 
as it includes information furnished by|“^ |which is so 
classified. 


b': 


b2 


IJ2 ADS 


BOSTON 


At Boston, Massachusetts 


/ 1, Will, through available sources, check 

^Sr , I faculty records for the period 19i|-5 to present at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology regarding identifying data of 
professors of electrical engineering who have surname of 








Slavic or Russian derivation, 

^ 2, Will review office indices for any information 

concerning individuals identified as a result of the above- 
requested investigation, 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT»D) 

- 15 - 





NY 65-16756 




;( 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT«D) 

LEADS (CONTtp) 

LOS ANGELES 


At Culver City« California 





1. Will attemp t to looatef 
last known address was at | 


]whose 


^ 2, If successful in locating ! I and in 

"‘‘^absence of derogatory information, will Interview him 
regarding any information recalled concerning the subjeot. 
Particular emphasis should be given to subjects activities 
• ■at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


NEWARK 


At North Plainfield, Now Jersey 
Will at tempt to identify [ 


/ 1 . 

/reportedly resided at 


E 


during 1942. 


2. Will report all pertinent Information 
available regarding ! ~| 

At Nowark, New Jersey 

Will review office Indices for any Information 
oonnerning WTTJ.TAM A. ROSE reported to have resided at 
| | Rutherford, New Jersey, on May 25 $ 1945* 


NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 

1. Will oonduot the following investigation at 
CCNY through utilization of available confidential sources 
of information: 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (OONT«D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE;! P A GE (CONT'D) 


LEAPS (CONT'D) 

Nff-J YORK ( C QNT ' D ) 

a) Review available records regarding subject’s 
A f, TP class in attendance at CCNY during 1943-1944 i n an 
attempt to ascertain the identities of all members of that 
:jroup. 

b) Will review above A "TP records for background_ 

data of a ssistance in locating_| 

I ~l rencrtedlv former close acquaintances of subject 

during his ASTP assignment at CCNY, 

c) Will attempt to ascertain the identities of 
subject's instructors at CCNY and consider advisability of 
interviewing theso individuals, 

d) Will ascertain if I 1 is presently 

a faculty member at CCNY, and if so will interview him 
regarding his knowledge of subject's activities, 

o) Will review facu lty records f or background 
data of assistance in locating | |, former electrical 

ongineer instructor at CCNY, ana formerly acquainted with 
subject during period 1946-1948• 

f) Will review A "TP records for available identif ying 
data re ARNOLD KRAMI0H,[| 
prior to requesting Bureau to contact the alo concerning em- 
ployment of those individuals, 

2i Will, through appropriate sources, attempt to 
develop identifying data regarding ABRAHAM "ILVER from 
whom subject sublet an .apartment at 3470 Cannon Place, 

Bronx, during January, 1941* 

3. Will, through appropriate liaison, attempt to 
identify WILLIAM A, ROSE, Consultant Engineer, RSC, 19i|.2, 
by check of his Coast Guard Serial #712441 issued to him 
at Port of New York, 

ADMINISTHATIVS PACE (CQNT'D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT’D) 


LEADS (CONT’D) 

NEW YORK (CONT’D) 

4. Will, at tho United States Lines, 1 Broadway, 
obtain all available data regarding subject’s travel aboard 
the ”SS Anierioa” to Le Havre, Prance, on October 6, 1948* 

> 

5. 'Will contact appropriate informants concerning 

subject, 

6. Will attempt to loogte T I former 

employee of REC, about whom information has been reported 
in connection w ith an Investigation at New York entitled 

| | SM-C." 

__ 7, Will attempt to locate the whe reabouts of 

| I during 1948, 

by contacting ner parents who reporuecuy reside atI 
Avenue, Bronx, Nov/ York* I- 

KNOXVILLE and WASHINGTON FIELD (INFORMATION) 


Ono copy of this report has boon designated for 
the Knoxville and Washington Field Offices, inasmuch as 
those offices aro presently conducting investigation 
regarding instant case. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA 


3/30/55, NY. 
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FORM NO 1 

THIS CASK ORIGINATED AT 


HEW YC&K 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN 
MADE 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY | 

KNOXVILLE 

7/15/55 

7/7,8,12/55 

J 

| - sac I 


$ 

4 


._W 


TITUS 


DECLASET 

GEORGET KOVAL tyJulLU 


si tied 37 I 





CHARACTER OF CASS 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


^Laboratory Protection 


3 KK 


Divieion, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, advised subject was fingerprinted 
ae mathematician on 8/15/44 and wor ked m Hea lth Physics Department at 
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. I T stated subject probably had 

access to classified information including Former supervisor tt 

and some former members of Special Engineers Detachment at Oak Ridge U s 
National Laboratory stated they recognize photograph of subject as indi¬ 
vidual •who -was assigned to a survey team in the Health PhyBuce Department 
at QRJtL, and stated subject probably had access 'to information classified 
All stated they had had no contact with subject since 1945 
All stated they had no information of subject's activities at 
away from the GRHL. Background information set forth. _ « 

F8EKCY 


as 

or 1946. 
,,'OakEv 



DETAILS; 


- R U C - BEQ REC’D 
date roaw 

AT OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE; 


?+at-SSL- 


on ihh^L 


J3Y 



]Secunty Files Section, 


Security Division, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, advised that subject's 
Manhattan Engineering District security file was sent to Washington Atomic 
Energy Commission Security Office on 11/22/54, 

y 

On 7/8/55 1 I advised that ARNOLD KRAMISH/ 0 


osh/ 

was assigned to the Atomic Energy Commission at O ak Ridge, Tenne ssee, j 
She stated she was unable to locate any record of I H and was 

unable to identify any person in her f iles who was in the Special Engineers 
Detachment at Oak Ridge by the name of | ~| 

' rtf 


f 


approves and 

FORWARDED 




IN CHARGE 


Q- CBM) 

3 - New York (65-I6756) (RM) 
2 - Chicago (RM) 

2 - Pittsburgh (RM) 

1 - Knoxville (65-553) 



DO NOT WRITE IN THEBE SPACES 


^A^lhkA j? <J . 





4- . 


DUfcil 


PROPERTY OF FBI^This^cgEftdseliar report and its contents are loaned t 

distributed outside of agency to which loaned.' 


$4 AUG 1 



a I ioyduut nmnH ornci 16-00037-9 



^RECORDED - 36 


INDEXED - 86 
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y^the FBI and are not to be 
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I 1 Laboratory Protec¬ 

tion Division, Oak Bidge National Laboratory, advised on 7/8/55 that 
GEORGE KOVAL was fingerprinted by the Oak Bidge National Laboratory as 
a mathemat ician on 8/I5A4 and worked in the Health Physics Department 
at the Oak Bidge National Laboratory. He stated that hie records were 
not complete and he had no further information concerning GEORGE KOYAL, 
but assumed from his knowledge of the Oak Bidge National Laboratory opera¬ 
tions during the early days of the World War II that GEORGE KOVAL was 
one of the group of military personnel who were assigned under the Special 
Engineers Detachment of the U S. Army at the Oak Bidge National Laboratory 
for work. He stated that no detailed Information was kept on these per¬ 
sonnel as their records were maintained by the II. S. Army. 

| _ i I I stated that l I 

I I were presently in the Health Physics Department of the Oak Bi dge 

National Laboratory and might possibly recall subject. I I 

stated from his knowledge of the operation, that the S.E.D. personnel 
working in the Health Physics Department had access to a considerable 
amount of classified information which was classified up to, and including. 
He stated that mainly this information would deal with Health 
iblems and would not likely concern production figures or 
other problems which now would carry a high classification. 


Physics 


On 7/S/'o l 5 l I Health 

Physics Department, Oak Bidge National Laboratory, advised upon viewing 
photograph of subject that he recalled KOVAL as being in the Special 
Engineers D etachment at Oak Bidge and working in the Health Physics 
Department. | | stated that he was also in the Special Engineers 

Detachment but did not know subject very well. He stated that to the 
best of his memory the subject was probably in a survey group at the 
laboratory and with this assignment would probably have had access to 
Information which was highly classified at that time. He stated that 
if subject was working with mathematical problems he would also have 
had access to highly classified information. He stated subject may have 
had access to information concerning plutonium as considerable work was 
done on plutonium at the time the S.E.D. -p ersonnel was working at the 
Oak Bidge National Laboratory. I l advlsed that l I 

a mathematician at the Oak Bidge National Laboratory, ma y have kn own the 
subject if he was working as a mathematician. He stated l 1 is on 

vacation and would not return to Oak Bidge for several weeks. . 
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I I advi sed that the I 1 o f the 

S.E.D. personnel at Oak Kidge was a | | whose full naras l | 

did not recall, and whose present whereabouts is unknown to him. 

1 I advised he did not recall subject's associa¬ 

tion in the S.E.D., but did recall that the following personnel were 
assigned at the Health Physics Group during 1944 and 1945: 


L -pres ent whereabouts unknown 

present whereabouts unknown 

_I, presently located Oak Ridge 

National La boratory 

I I presently located Oak Ridge 

National Labo ratory 

I I. presently located Oak Ridge 

National Laboratory 


On 7/8/55 1 i Analytical 

Chemistry Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, advised he was in 
the S.E.D. at Oak Ridge from February 1944 to January 1946 when he was 
discharged. He stated upon v iewing the pho tograph of t he subject that 
he did not know GEORGE KftTAL. I H advised tfaat l I 

I I Chicago. Illinois, was formerly 

assigned in the S.E.D. group working in the Health Physics Department 
at the O ak Ridge National Laboratory during 1944 and 1945. He stated 
I may recall the subject. 


On 7/8/55 [ 


Chemist, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, advised he was a member of the 
S.E.D. in 1944. He stated he recalled subject as being in the Health 
Physics group at the Oak Ridge Natlnnal Laboratory. He stated that 
at the time he was assigned to the S.E.D. group he was working on the 
processing of plutonium and that KOVAL was one of the group from the 
Health Physics Department who surveyed the plutonium laboratory for 
radiation. He stated that due to this survey group KOVAL may have 
had access to some information concerning plutonium, but he does not 
have any exact information regarding his specific information, nor 
the information to which he was given access. He stated that at the 
time much of the work in his laboratory was classified as 


b' 
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] was supervisor 


of the subject, but he did not recall anv cl ose assoc iation or any of 


>t re 

the activities of the subj ect. ~ 
initials not recalled, was 
initials not recalled, wasl 


advised a[ 

1 of the S.E.D, 


L 


]of the S.E.D., and a[ 


T 


Initials not recalled, was his recruiting officer for the group. 


On 7/8/55 1 I Oak 

Ridge Rational Laboratory, advised he was in the S.E.D. group from June 
1944 to February 1946. He stated upon viewing a photograph of the subject 
he believes he recognizes subject as being a person assigned at the S.E.D. 
group at the Oak Ridge Rational Laboratory, but does not recall his name 
nor does he recall anything concerning him. 


__ On 7/8/55 1 ~l 

l Ionics. Inc., 152 Sixth Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, who is 
on temporary assignment with the Oak Ridge National Laboratory as his 
company has a subcontract with the Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Company, 
advised he was assigned to the S.E.D. at 0«k Ridge from 4/44 to 8/46. He 
stated upon viewing a photograph of the subject he recalle subject's face, 
but did not recall hie name. He stated he did not recall anything concern¬ 
ing the activities of the subje ct. He stated su bject'e direct supervisor, 
to the best of his memory, was a| | who is, to his last knowledge 

at the Brookhaven Rational Laboratory, BrooJchaven, New York. 


On 7/8/55 1 I Health 

Physics Department, Oak Ridge Rational Laboratory, advised he recalls 
KOVAL as being in the Health Physics Department during the early days 
of the laboratory. He stated that KOVAL did mathematical problems in 
connection with radiation detection and measurement of instruments. He 
stated KOVAL'S Job required access t.n onrFraerrtrtaj m Td~sgcret~ Information 
and under the Manhattan Engineering Dietricthe stated he~ha2Paccess to 
information during his assignments which would now be classified a s less 
sensitive than "restricted data" at the present time. I h dvlsed 

he did not have any knowledge of subject's activities at Oak Ridge away 
from work and did not have any clear memory of his activities at the 
Oak Ridge Rational Laboratory. 
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On 7/8/55 1~ I peclasslflcation 

Branch, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, advised ARNOLD KRAKESH vas no 
longer employed vith the Atomic Energy Commission, but is employed 
presently as manager of Research Atomic Industry Forum. Inc.. 2 60 
Madison Avenue, New York 16, New York. 

On 7/8/55 1~ l Management Services, Inc., 

Records Retirement Department, advised she had no record of GEORGS KCSfol# 
in her files. She stated the S.E.D. barracks are now all closed and 
demolished and there is no record available of the occupants of these 
barracks. 


I I Physical Security 

B ranch, Securi ty Division, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, who also is 
a | I in the U. S. Army Reserve, advised on 7 / 12/55 he was 

assigned to the CIC Branch at Oak Ridge in the early days and had no 
connection w hatsoever with t he fl-ET). ttp> he did not recall the 

full name of I ~1 or I I but did recall the recruit¬ 

ing officer for the S.E.D. was Cuptain WTT.T.TAM V. METIER - whom he knows 
to be deceased . 

* b7C 

on 7 / 12/55 r ~l of the Oak 

Ridge Police Department, advised he was formerly a sergeant in the S.E.D. 

He stated he did not recall subject. He advised that he obtained the 

following information from the yearbook of the S.E.D. concerning the _ 

rvf-fM npra at. -hiie S-E-Ti. He stated that the I j 

I whos e home add ress was listed as se wickhey. Pennsylvania, 
and the | fe name wad I whose home address 

was listed as I I Chicago. ij^noish He stated that the 

recruiting officer for the S.E.D. was a Major WILLIAM P. KELLER, whose 
address was not listed. 

I 1 advised he had no record in the 

files of the Oak Ridge Police Department for GEORGE KOVAL. 

During the course of another investigation in September 
1954 the following background information was obtained from the files of 
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the Manhattan Engineering District security file, which was in custody 
of the Atomic Energy Commission at Oak Ridge, Tennessee; 


ASN: 

3279099^ 

Address; 

City Colle&i, New York City, N.Y. 

Last address; 

3470 Cannon Place, Bronx, 17.Y. 

Born: 

12/25/13 at Sioux City, Iowa 

Citizenship: 

V. S. 

Sex: 

Mala 

Race: 

White 

Height; 

6» 

Weight: 

175 

Hair: 

Black 

Eyes: 

Brown 

Marital Status: Single 

Father* 

jSPJJIAk KOVAL, i ioux City, Iowa; 
horn Poland, U. S. citizen 

Mother: 

ETHEL KOVAL, Sioux C.ty, Iowa; 
horn Poland, U. S. c..tizen 

Brothers: 

ISL-fi^JVAL, Sioux City, Iowa; 
horn U.S.; Aaerlean-citizen 
GABHIE3MS57AL, Sioux City, Iowa; 
horn U. S.; American citizen 

Employment: 

Raven Electric Company, Inc., 11 W. 
25th St., New York City, X939-^3i 
Midtown Electric Company, 140 W. 20th 


St., Kew York City, 1937-39; 

Square Deal Company, 928 Fourth St,, 
Sioux City, Iowa, 1933-3& 

Organisations: Electrical Onion No. 3* AFL, New York 

Citv. mewbershAio 3 rears_ 

References: |__ 

Bronx. New York, knoam 4- ye ars 
IL 1001 

Engineers APQ .?2b, known 1 y r. 

I ~| New York 

City, known 1 jr. 




The file contained the following additional information: 


Employment: 

Besidenee: 
Previous 
addresses: 


Family data: 


Health Physics Department, Development, 

Clinton Laboratory 

S.E.D. Barnacles, Oak E:.dge, Term. 

619 Virginia St., Sioux City, 1936 
311 W. 72 nd St., Hew York City, 1936-39 
3451 Gllet Place, Bronx, N.Y., 1939-^1- 
3470 Ci-nnon Place, Bronx, New York, 
1^41-43 

Father, ABRAHAM BERNARD KOVAL, carpenter, 
Jewish, born about 1385, near Pinek, 
Poland, naturalised about 1917 in Sioux 
City; became deceased 1933, Sioux City, 


I ova. 

Mother, ETHEL KOV:L, housewife, Jewish, 
boro about 1888 near Pinsk, Poland, 
naturalized about 1917 in Sioux City; 
became deceased 2 /j 4 in Sioux City, Iowa. 
Education: . rmstrong School, Sioux City, 1918-25; 

Woodrow Wilson Jr. High School, Sioux 
City, 1925 - 26 ; State University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, Iowa, 9/29 to 2/32 
Organizations: national Honor S.cietv 
I I 8 /44 to present. 

z;T 


City College, New York, , 
to 3/44, 1001 Chattanooga Engineers 
Battalion, inducted U. S. Arny, NIC, 


T 8/4; 


b 




Keferences: |_ 


New York: 


J Bronx, 


] Moncrlee and Cref, New York 


City; 


T 10 m Enoineerinc 


(C) BN APD #2o: 

I ~l City College, New Y or) 

1^7 St. Amsterdam Ave., N.Y,; 

I I City College, New York, 

137 St. Amsterdam Ave., N.Y. 


It was noted that this file contains an affidavit dated 
6 / 23/45 certifying that GEORGE KOVAL knew it to be his duty to safeguard 
classified information which had come to his attention. 


The file contained no information indicating the period 
of time GEORGE KOVAL was employed at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
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ADMEMISTRATIVE 


This report is being marked as II3B©ret2l3na8much as 
the referenced New York report was marked s&erefland this report contains 
reference to information which at one time was classified as £«? 5 ®eirr^ 

For the information of the Chicago and Pittsburgh 
Offices, who have not previously received information concerning this 
investigation the following brief summary is noted: 


Investigation concerning the subject has established 
that duri ng 19h2 he was employed with the Baven Electric Company. New York. 
New York. I 

I I During 19*5-5 he was employed In the 

Health and Physics Department 'bf the Manhattan Project, Oak Eidge, Tennessee 
where he had access to material that could have varied from "unclaseifled" 
to '35p=Bees«EII In 194-6, while allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading 
Corporation, New York City, as a "commissioned representative", he was 
issued a paagymt £or travel to various European countries, which included 
Pi-linn* QgffiYhe departed the United Statee aboard the "SS America" 
destined forTd Havre, France. His whereabouts since that period are 
unknown. Available background data developed in Sioux City, Iowa, reflects 
that KOVAL is a native born United States citizen of Polish derivation, who 
departed the United States in 1932 with hie parents and brothers. He 
possibly resided in Bussia, or outside idle United States, from 1932 to 
1939 or 194.1. He was educated as an Electrical Engineer at the University 
of Iowa during I 929 to 1932, and received a Bachelor of Electrical Engineer¬ 
ing Degree at the College of the City of New York. 


] 




hi 


LEADS 


CHICAGO DIVISION 


AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: 

Will locate and interview ! ~| 

| I Chicago, a former member of the Special Engineers 

Detachment at Oak Eidge, Tennessee, who may have known the subject and 
may be able to furnish some information concerning his activities in 
Oak Eidge. 
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_ Will intervie w ! I whose l ast known 

address w as | F chlcago. I I was formerly I I 

~| of the S.E.D. at Oak Ridge, and nay he able to furnish informa¬ 
tion concerning the activities of the subject. 

NEW YCRK DIVISION 


AT BROGKHAVEN, NEW YCKK: 

Wi ll interview! I who is reported to be 

formerly the subject’s ! | at the Oak Ridgp National Laboratory, 

whose last known address was Brookhaven National Laboratory. 

PITTSBURGH DIVISION 


b7 


n 




AT SEWICKLEl, PENNSYLVANIA: 

Will locate and interview ! L whose 

last known address was Sewlcklay, Pennsylvania, and who formerly was 
I l of the S.E.D, at Oak Ridge and who may be able to 

furnish information concerning subject 'e activities at Oak Ridge. 



H3EERENCE 


New York le tter to Bureau 5/27/^ 5. 

Report of SA j [ 6 / 21 / 55 , New York. 


b 


7 r* 
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Cate* July 14* 1955 B* OOrmiBR SERVICE 

Tot Director (ortg end one) 

Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, V. 1?. 

Washington, D, C, 

Attention* Eeimty Director, Plans 

From* John Edgar Hooker, Director 

Federa^ Bureau of Investigation 

Subject* GEORGE KOVAL 
BSPIOKAOE •* B 


We would appreciate any Information you 
way hare been able to develop in answer to our 
request of April 13, 1955* 





Tola on--—— 

Boardwna- 

Nicfaols- 

Belno at -- 

Hu bo - 

Mohr-— 

Fitiod* , -- 

Rosen -- 

TtOtfll w _, — .—. r- 

Suoo-- 

I interns wd-- 

Tele. Room —- 

Holloman-- 

Gandy —-z. 


EMJsstw^ 

(4) *■ 



9* t 


St JUL 191955 
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FEDERAL BUREAU.0FJNVESTIGATI0I4'' 

This ca** OhigWted at 




WORTMADKAT 


GBORGB'KOVAL 


\ DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADK REPORT MADE BY 

I' b/lb.17,20,24, |- 

17-20-5 5 g 7 ,8S»jPi7i4i . |_ 

5,11/55 CHARACTER OP CASE 


thI*[y>iP3b73h 


2SPI0HAGE-R 


.k./ ? w 

U 


* j SYNOPSIS OF FACTS'. 


Subject’s passport file reviewed, and no additional pertinent 
information noted. ITo information available indicating 
subject has lost American citizenship, national Archives 
records for Individuals entering or leaving the Soviet 
Union during 1932 via Latvia, Finland and Poland contain 

no information regardin g subject or immediate family. _ 

Confidential Informants I l and ! 1 

were unable to identify photographs of subject or furnish 
any information relating to him. — clA In+J't'tZl %££. &&A8 %- 


H2TAIL3: AT :JA3HIKGT01T,D. C. 


A/A_ 

*f*6r r ^te) 


A review of the subject’s passport application / 
dated llarch 15, 19ii.fi> at the Passport Office, Department/ 
of State, on June,, 20; 1955> failed to reveal any additional 
information relatingito the subject’s background and 
activities. In executing the passport application, the 
subject left a blank space in answer to the statement f, I ^ 
have resided in the United States as followsThe subject 
also indicated that he had not previously obtained a 
passport. It will be noted that the subject was included-/*, 
in a passport number 499861 issued to his father, ABEUtf>>-8YKEr 
which was dated Ilay ll)., 1932, for travel to Russia. -Subject’s 
passport file contained no information indicating passport 
renewal-or use subsequent to 1948. 


APPROVED AND 
POWWARPO: 


SFUtALAHKT 
_W CHaRQI 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT^ 


(5*“Buroau (65-62911) 

3-iTew York (65-lb 756) (RK) 
l-.Jashlngton Field 
( 65 - 69 C 1 ) 


PROPERTY OF FBH-TH1S REPORT IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE 
TO WHICH LOANED* 

» u. •. v 


DO NOT WRITE IN TH 




ML 2Q i®gg. 


R£G03u£^' «Ji 

iiwE&tiHK 


ITS COHTEKTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED 0UT81DE THE ABE ACT 
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.... 6p'-o c ,m 


| I Ira sport 

Cffice, ' Iflrnr-b^.n-r. ni* ^tato^ gri\ t** HQtl ,^a! I Oil 

July 5, 1955, that on the basis of the facts availablo in 
he subject's anti hi a fathor's passport f.'. lac it docs not 

vivtn n vi •l-'U a 4 - J-h a a i a a 4* lio n 1 a n 4« M n ‘ lnvi'* flor> ^ ^ T3 


JLV 

0 


appear that the subjoct has lost his American citizensliip 
in the absonco of any onpatriative acts which nay havo been 
committed by him. The mere residence abroad, actual or _ 
allowed, by the subjoct from 1932 to some future ciato unde^einu-ncu 
doe3 not in itsolf constitute an eicpatriativo act inasmuch 
as the subject is a native-born citizen. 


I I national Archives, 

as contacted on June 27, 1955*. and roguestoa to nahe^ . ^ 
availablo correspondence ananating from the American Lo^auj-ons 
at Higa, Latvia; ..tits an, Poland; and Helsingfors, Finland; 
for the year 1932. 


Cn June 30, 1955, bound volumes of correspondence 
fron Hi pa. and Helsingfors were reviewed, and numerous lie us 
of individuals traveling into and away from the soviet un..^n 
during 1932 wero checked. Hone of the lists checked contained 
thy nano of tho subject GdOitGS KOVAL or any of the vwjuoers 
offhis immediate family. 


Cn July 1, 1955, [ 


... . | indicated that her 

search for records from ,/arsaw for the year 193f hau open 
unsuccessful and that nothing could bo locatou m t*.e^ ilationai 
irchivos indices indicating that correspondence covering 
activities at tho American Legation at Warsaw for the year 1932 
had been received. 



It will be recalled that the subject's father's 
passport, issued in Hay 1932, was for travel to England, 

Poland and Hussia. 

On June 2C, 1955, photographs of the subject and hie 
immediate family were displayed to Confidential informan*s L_J 
andl l both former IIVD Officers, wno are acquaintoa.inu An, 
ncpkondlities connected with 3oviet Intelligence Services, ,;ho 
wore unable to identify the P^tographs or furnish any 
information concerning tho subject or his immediate family. 

Cn Juno 16, 1955. 1 _ ^ ^ _ .. 

member of tho Communist party who nas rurmsaea r 
mation in tho past, advised SAI ^ 

uhotographs of the subject and his immediate fSaily s 

did not know GACRGA KOVAL, that his name was not, famxll^, 
her and that she was unablo to recall meeting or seeing the 
subjoct or members of his Immediate family. 
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